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introduction


Day Trips from Kansas City has had a long and happy life. It was first published in 1980, the year I graduated from college, having been written on an old electric typewriter. The Internet was limited to molasses-in-January-like communication among a few scholarly communities. Cordless telephones were rare indeed and the concept of cellular phones was all but unknown. Global Positioning Systems (GPS) were high-tech pieces of equipment costing thousands of dollars that helped airline pilots arrive at their assigned destinations. Mark Zuckerberg, who launched the world of social media, was not yet born.

That was the environment in which Day Trips was born, a world much different from that which we experience today. But one thing has not changed—a desire to throw off the shackles of the everyday and get away to refresh our spirits, if just for a few hours. Otherwise, we become stale, monotonous, and boring company.

During its lifetime, Day Trips has been updated and revised every couple of years, incorporating numerous suggestions from readers and travelers who excel in exploration far from the madding crowds, a destination first identified by the poet Thomas Gray in 1751. Even then, the peace and quiet and change of pace were valued among sensitive souls.

That’s where this Day Trips takes you—to places where the whippoorwill calls and the tallgrass prairie whispers from its untouched pastures. Wrapped in these pages are lessons in history and tutorials in human nature, inspirational locations that will stir your creative spirit, and quirky places that should make you smile.

We’re uniquely fortunate here in America’s heartland that so much of the world has traveled here before us, albeit in covered wagons, steamboats, and coal-fired locomotives. However, it’s time you make your own trail. This copy of Day Trips from Kansas City will hopefully help you find your way.

But perhaps you’ll seek your own road to places you’ve never been before. Having seen them, please let us know. We’re always open for new places to call our own.












using this guide


Day Trips from Kansas City is organized by general direction from the downtown area: northeast, east, southeast, south, southwest, west, and northwest. It by no means purports to cover every worthy destination, but offers 22 complete trips that will appeal to couples, families, friends, and fellow travelers.


hours & prices

In the interest of accuracy and because they frequently change, hours of operation and attraction prices are given in general terms. (Note: Most attraction listings mention only that there is an admission fee.) Always remember to call ahead to get the most up-to-date information, as websites are not always reliable. If you have questions, contact the establishments for specifics.


pricing key

The price codes for accommodations and restaurants are represented as a scale of one to three dollar signs ($). You can assume all establishments listed accept major credit cards unless otherwise noted. For details, contact the locations directly.



accommodations

The price code reflects the average cost of a double-occupancy room during the peak price period (not including tax or extras). Please also note that during peak season in some areas, a two-night stay (or more) is required. Always check online or call to find out if any special discounts are available.

$	Less than $100

$$	$100 to $175

$$$	More than $175



restaurants

The price code reflects the average price of dinner entrees for two (excluding cocktails, wine, appetizers, desserts, tax, and tip).

$	$10 to $20

$$	$20 to $40

$$$	More than $40

Wheelchair accessibility: The designation is provided only for those wildlife areas and historic sites that provide amenities for those with mobility Issues.

Lewis and Clark Trail: The designation is provided to highlight sites associated with the Corps of Discovery journey through this region in 1804–1806.




where to get more information


Day Trips attempts to cover a variety of bases and interests, but if you’re looking for additional material, plenty is out there. Each state and most communities have their own tourism bureaus. For most trips, they are listed as a first “Where to Go” location. They are a good place to start, often offering comprehensive websites and welcoming calls, emails, or requests for printed visitor guides, brochures, and maps. Nearly all of these tourism bureaus have a social media presence as well, where you can often find the latest happenings and information. In addition to the resources in this book, some additional sources of information include:



kansas

Kansas Historical Society

6425 SW Sixth Ave.

Topeka, KS 66615

(785) 272-8681

kshs.org

Facebook: @KansasHistorical

Twitter: @kansashistory

Instagram: @kansas_history


Kansas Tourism

1000 SW Jackson, #200

Topeka, KS 66612

(785) 296-8478

travelks.com

Facebook: #TravelKS

Twitter: @TravelKS

Instagram: @TravelKS


Kansas I-70 Association

kansasi70.com

Facebook: @KansasI70

Twitter: @travelKansasi70





missouri


Missouri Department of Conservation

PO Box 180

Jefferson City, MO 65102-0180

(573) 751-4115

mdc.mo.gov/


Kansas City Office

8616 E. Sixty-Third St.

Kansas City, MO 64133

(816) 356–2280


Missouri Department of Natural Resources

Division of State Parks

PO Box 176

Jefferson City, MO 65102

(800) 334-6946

mostateparks.com

Facebook: @mostateparks

Twitter: @mostateparks


Missouri Department of Tourism

PO Box 1055

Jefferson City, MO 65102

(573) 751-4133 or (800) 519-2100

visitmo.com

Facebook: @VisitMO

Twitter: @VisitMO

Instagram: @VisitMO


Missouri Historical Society

PO Box 775460

St. Louis, MO 63177

(314) 746-4599

mohistory.org

Facebook: @statehistoricalsocietyofmissouri

Twitter: @SHSofMO

Instagram: @SHSofMO


Platte County Convention and Visitors Bureau

11724 NW Plaza Circle, #200

Kansas City, MO 64153

(816) 270-3979 or (888) 875-2883

visitplatte.com

Facebook: @PlatteCountyVisitorsBureau


Kansas City Regional Destination Alliance

kcdestinations.com

Facebook: @KCdestinations

Instagram: @KCDestinations

Lewis and Clark Trail

nps.gov/lecl


Freedom's Frontier National Heritage Area

PO Box 526

Lawrence, KS 66044

(785) 856-5300

freedomsfrontier.org









northeast
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northeast

city by the lake:

smithville, mo; plattsburg, mo


smithville, mo

Humphrey Smith came to Clay County in 1822 and built the first grain mill north of the Missouri River on the Little Platte River. The town that developed was known as Smith’s Fork but later was incorporated as Smith’s Mill. At some point, the town became Smithville, which it remains today.

Most people envision Smithville Lake when they think of this community about 20 minutes north of downtown Kansas City. The lake was created in the late 1970s and is managed by the US Army Corps of Engineers. Many flights coming into Kansas City International Airport circle over the lake to get a perfect view of this long, narrow body of water that stretches 18 miles north of Smithville.

The focal point of most community activities is the downtown square, which is lined with a variety of antiques and gift shops and a few thrift stores that are always worthy of investigation. A farmers’ market operates here Wednesday evenings from May through Oct, and a number of special events keep the square lively throughout the year.


getting there

From downtown Kansas City, take the Buck O’Neil Bridge, aka US 169, and head straight north for about 25 minutes, depending on how fast you drive.

northeast day trip 01
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where to go

Smithville Chamber of Commerce. 105 W. Main St.; (816) 532-0946; smithvillechamber.org.

Comanche Acres Iris Gardens. 12421 SE MO 116, Gower; (816) 424-6436; comancheacresiris.com. Travel about four miles north of Smithville on US 169, then turn left on MO 16 to the beautiful eight acres of Comanche Acres Iris Gardens. Before the land was flooded to form Smithville Lake, Jim and Lamoyne Hedgecock scoured the old homesteads for iris rhizomes, which they replanted. Jim has bred more than 4,600 new types of flowers, which they sell around the world through a catalog company—and to anyone who happens by. Their irises have won dozens of awards around the world. Spring is the most impressive time for a visit. You can wander through the flowers without charge and enjoy the guinea hens, turkeys, and ducks that eat the bugs from the blooms, but please don’t bring your dog.

The Jerry L. Litton Visitor Center. SR 92 east from Kearney or US 169 north from Kansas City to 16311 Hwy. DD (south end of dam), PO Box 428; (816) 532-0174; nwk.usace.army.mil/sm. Named after the late sixth district congressman, this center offers exhibits and artifacts concerning the Missouri Valley and the Native Americans who inhabited it. There’s information about the lake and dam and on the life of Litton. Pick up information about other Corps of Engineer lakes in the region and climb the tower for a fabulous view of the lake. Free. Open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mon through Sat.


never forget

The downtown square of Smithville, the location of many community activities, is a spacious plaza-style setting with picnic tables, benches, potted plants, and grand shade trees. Here, you’ll find a steel beam from the World Trade Center fabricated into a memorial for the events of September 11, 2001. Take note also of the public stage. It is dedicated to the memory of Allie Kemp, a Leawood teenager who was tragically murdered in 2003. She has family members in Smithville.



Smithville Lake and Clay County Parks (Camp Branch, Little Platte Park, and Crow’s Creek Area). Two miles east of US 169 on NE 180th Street; (816) 407-3400; claycountymo.gov. Located amid rolling hills and grassland, the 7,200-acre lake is just 20 miles from downtown Kansas City and is surrounded by 27 miles of horseback-riding trails along with 24 miles of walking/biking trails and an 11-mile mountain-biking trail. Clay County operates recreation areas on the lake, leasing nearly 5,500 acres from the US Army Corps of Engineers. The recreation areas include 777 campsites for tents and RVs, 2 swimming beaches, 200 picnic sites, 11 shelter houses, 3 disc golf courses, and 2 full-service marinas. Favorites with anglers are bass, walleye, crappie, and catfish.

Golfers are offered challenging play on two par-72, award-winning 18-hole championship golf courses. The Sand Bar, located in Little Platte Park, is open from May through Sept (816) 407-3481.

The Kansas City Trapshooters Association offers the public a chance to do some of the finest trap and skeet shooting in the Midwest. This well-equipped facility includes 11 trapshooting pads, 2 skeet fields, and a recently remodeled clubhouse and pro shop. Admission fee; (816) 532-4427; kctraps.com.

In addition to all campground restrooms, Crow’s Creek Area offers a wheelchair-accessible fishing dock and picnic shelter. Most of the walking trails have been paved in recent years.

Woodhenge. (816) 407-3400. Located on the west side of Smithville Lake in Little Platte Park, this is a working replica of the only known square prehistoric Native American solar calendar. The original site was flooded when Smithville Lake was created in the late 1970s. It’s an interesting place to visit if you’re already at the lake. Open year-round. Free with admission to the park.



where to eat

Chop’s BBQ. 109 E. Main St.; (816) 866-4337; chopsbbqandcatering.com. In addition to the yummy barbeque basics of pulled pork, brisket, and burnt ends, Chop’s has a pork tenderloin worth the drive to Smithville. You’ll also find menu items to meet gluten-free and vegan needs. Consider the spicy fried pickles. They’re something you’ll remember. Closed Mondays. $

Humphrey’s Bar & Grill. 111 N. Bridge St.; (816) 532-1525; humphresbarandgrill.com. This fun local spot is the place to join friends to watch a Royals or Chiefs game or the Jayhawks win another national championship. The décor includes some historic images of the area, lots of big screen TVs, and a couple of basketball hoops to keep the energy flowing. A big stage near rollup floor-to-ceiling windows is where you’ll find some of the area’s best garage bands in action. Tuesdays are for Texas Hold’em Tournaments and Thursdays are for tacos and margaritas. $






plattsburg, mo

Plattsburg was home to David Rice Atchison, the Missouri senator who was president pro temp of the US Senate, who on March 4, 1849, served as president of the United States for less than 24 hours. Although there is some historical argument over the details, nonetheless, a large bronze statue of Atchison graces the grounds of the Clinton County Courthouse in downtown Plattsburg. The city of Atchison, Kansas, is named for this Plattsburg senator. He is buried at the Greenlawn Cemetery in Plattsburg.

Throughout the mid-1800s, Plattsburg enjoyed great prosperity due to hemp, tobacco, and cattle production. As a result, the small community of about 3,000 people today has a number of well-maintained Victorian homes. Driving around the streets of town is a celebration of color, turrets, and gingerbread details.

Plattsburg is home to Ulysses “Slim” Hollimon, a pitcher in the Negro Leagues. In 2008, the MLB held a special draft where today’s teams could symbolically draft surviving members of the Negro Leagues. The Kansas City Royals chose Hollimon as its pitcher. He coached Little League Baseball in Plattsburg for many years.

The city hosts a Wine Walk the third Saturday of May each year to raise funds for a fall festival in October.


getting there

Head north out of Smithville on US Highway 169. Go 12 miles to MO 116 and turn right. Continue six miles to Plattsburg.



where to go

Plattsburg Chamber of Commerce. 114 W. Maple St.; (816) 539-2649; plattsburgchamber.org. Stop in to pick up brochures for walking tours of the Victorian homes in town.

Hartzell and Co. 104 W. Locust St.; (no phone); shophartzellco.com. Kami Hartzell, who spends much of her day teaching school, loves to create, and this fun shop is the result of her creativity and that from other makers in northwest Missouri. You’ll find home décor, women’s fashions, and a few other treats, all handcrafted locally. Kami’s hours vary, but you’ll mostly find her on weekends, in the summer and a few evening hours.

Plattsburg Artist Coalition. 202 N. 2nd St.; (816) 304-4387; plattsburgartists.com. Each November for more than 20 years, the Plattsburg Artist Coalition has hosted an open house and show featuring dozens of northwest Missouri’s finest artists. You’ll find oils, pastels, sculptures, photography, and so much more. Check the website for ideas and feel free to reach out to individual artists prior to November.

Tigers on Main. 111 N. Main St.; (816) 539-2187. This incredibly interesting shop is operated by students and teachers in the Clinton R-III, with products the students make themselves. It started as a project to create and sell Tiger T-shirts, but just grew from there. The hours tend to vary a bit, so be understanding if the store is not open when you arrive. But the teachers say they hope to keep the store open Mon through Fri, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Tin Cottage. 102 N. Main St.; (816) 723-7359; tin-cottage.com. Some of the cutest children’s gifts, bath and body products, fun hats and sunglasses, a little locally made jewelry, some home décor items, and a few other goodies for yourself fill this colorful shop on Main St. It’s just a mishmash of fun shopping. In the back is a paint-your-own pottery studio.

Shatto Milk Company. 9406 N. MO 33, Osborn; (816) 930-3862; shattomilk.com. Head east out of Plattsburg 2.5 miles, then turn left or north on MO 33 for nine miles. Look for signs. This century-old family-owned dairy produces hormone-free milk bottled in glass, as well as cheese curds, butter, and ice cream. Enjoy a fresh-baked chocolate chip cookie and a glass of cold milk at the end of your tour. Open daily. Farm tours are Tuesday through Saturday. Reservations needed. There is a small fee for the tour, but kids two and under are free. Watch the bottling operation from the store without a charge. Check the website for special events, such as Easter egg hunts and family fun days at the farm.



where to eat

Lucila’s on Main/The Backyard. 104 N. Main St.; (816) 723-7359; lucilasonmain.com. These two restaurants-in-one are based on the season and your desire to dine indoors or gather in the backyard with friends, games, and occasional music. The restaurant is known for burgers and Bourbon slushies, along with some really good fish tacos, salads, and other sandwiches. Open 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Wed through Sat. $

Sugar Whipped Bakery. 107 N. Main St.; (816) 930-0014; sugarwhippednyc.com. Not just another bakery, this is a destination created by Melissa Fahlstrom, a Platte County native who spent 16 years in New York perfecting her craft before returning to northwest Missouri. The space is just as cute and yummy as the display case filled with elaborately decorated doughnuts, cupcakes, cookies, and more. But take a look around at the whimsical and meaningful décor. The grandfather clock is a bookcase filled with children’s books. Take one and snuggle up on the overstuffed couch for a read. Examine the chandelier over the display case. It’s made of her grandmother’s and sister’s wedding china. And look closely at the crown molding. The names etched there are friends, family, and complete strangers who contributed to Go Fund Me to help Melissa’s dream come true. Open Wed through Fri, 7 a.m. until sold out; Sat, 8 a.m. until sold out. $
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northeast

jesse james country:

liberty, mo; kearney, mo; excelsior springs, mo; richmond, mo






liberty, mo

One of the most famous robberies attributed to the notorious James Gang was the daylight holdup of Clay County Savings in Liberty in 1866. The robbers took $60,000 in gold and currency, and none of the money was ever recovered. Others who put Liberty on the map are Joseph Smith, the Mormon prophet who was jailed here, and Alexander Doniphan, who took up the practice of law in Liberty in 1833. During his residence of 30 years, he became a leading citizen, orator, jurist, statesman, and soldier, eventually leading his famous expedition to Old Mexico in 1846–1847, the longest military march ever made.

By 1820, Clay County was formed and named in honor of Henry Clay, the congressional leader who crafted the Missouri Compromise. Liberty, selected as the county seat, was established that same year. Two years later, a college grew under the supervision of Dr. William Jewell, and today the lovely campus is still a fine center of higher learning. In recent years, the city has invested In public art around the historic square, making a stroll on a sunny day all the more pleasant. You can also explore the town by Bird scooters, positioned around the square. For more information: Liberty Area Chamber of Commerce, 1170 W. Kansas St., #H, Liberty; (816) 781-5200; libertychamber.com. Liberty has 17 public electric car charging stations.

northeast day trip 02
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getting there

From downtown, take I-35 north toward Des Moines. Travel 16 miles and exit right on MO 152. Follow Kansas Street to the historic square.



where to go

Belvoir Winery. 1325 Odd Fellows Rd.; (816) 200-1811; belvoirwinery.com. The old Odd Fellows Complex, built in the 1900s, began its life as a home for orphans and the elderly. Many of the old buildings remain and have become popular destinations for ghost hunting events. The property is one of the most spectacular settings in the Northland and particularly popular for weddings. The inn has nine rooms. Hint: Room 7 is considered the most active for ghosts. Enjoy wine tasting seven days a week, as well as ice cream and deli snacks.

Bratcher Cooperage. 109 S. Water St.; (816) 781-3988; bratchercooperage.com. Stop in this fun shop, a former gas station, to see one of the nation’s top craft artisans at work. Doug Bratcher has been handcrafting barrels, buckets, kegs, and churns in the traditional style for more than 30 years. If he’s not in the shop when you come by, it’s because he is at Silver Dollar City, where he is a featured craft artisan. You’ll also find his work in many state and national parks, at Civil War reenactments, and in lots of movies, such as Far and Away with Tom Cruise and Nicole Kidman. You’ll enjoy a visit with Doug’s wife, Jan, who runs the gift shop. Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Mon through Sat. Closed Sun.

Clay County Museum and Historical Society. 14 N. Main St.; (816) 792-1849; claycountymuseum.org. Housed in an 1877 drugstore, the museum collection focuses on Clay County history. It features a restored doctor’s office, prehistoric Native American relics, toys, tools, arrowheads, and artifacts relating to the operation of a 19th-century drugstore. The third Thursday of each month, the Historical Society hosts a program featuring various aspects of Clay County and Missouri history. Open Mon through Sat, afternoons. Closed in Jan.

Corbin Theatre Co. 502 N. Water St.; (402) 917-4716; corbintheatre.org. Once the site of all entertainment in Liberty, this historic, circa-1880s theater was renovated in 2007. Theatrical productions are offered four to six times a season, in addition to jazz performances every Monday night. Visit the website for more entertaining events and the children’s theater program.

Historic Liberty Jail and Visitors Center (Mormon Jail). 216 N. Main St.; (816) 781-3188. Mormon leader Joseph Smith was imprisoned here in 1838–1839 for his beliefs. Built in 1833, the limestone jail eventually crumbled but was reconstructed by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 1963. The jail has cutaway walls so that visitors can see what conditions were like nearly 175 years ago. The center also teaches about the unfairness of persecuting those of different faiths. Guided tours include historical highlights, exhibits, artwork, and interactive video displays. Open daily, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.

Jesse James Bank Museum. 103 N. Water St. (the northeast corner of Courthouse Square); (816) 781-4458. Frank and Jesse James were responsible for the first successful daylight bank robbery during peacetime. The James boys made a bank “withdrawal” of $60,000 from the Clay County Savings Association on February 13, 1866. A William Jewell College student who witnessed the event was shot and killed. No one was ever convicted. Today, you can take a glimpse into the workings of a 19th-century bank and view a number of artifacts related to Jesse James. The original bank vault and a rare Seth Thomas calendar clock are part of the tour. The building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Closed Sun. Admission fee.

Martha Lafite Thompson Nature Sanctuary. 407 N. LaFrenz Rd. (0.5 mile southeast of William Jewell College); (816) 781-8598; naturesanctuary.com. This 100-acre sanctuary is filled with wildlife that inhabits prairies, woodlands, meadows, and marshes. White-tailed deer, raccoons, foxes, squirrels, birds, and butterflies delight the eyes. The visitor center features educational exhibits for children and has organized activities such as wildflower and full-moon hikes. There are also two geocaches on-site. The visitor center is closed Sun and Mon, but the four miles of hiking trails are open daily from 8 a.m. to sunset. Donations accepted.



where to shop

Anna Marie’s Teas. 9 W. Franklin; (816) 792-8777; annateashop.com. For those who love tea, iced or hot, this place has dozens of rooibos, herbals, and other loose leaf teas, as well as tea ware and gifts for the tea lover. Sign up for the monthly tea party. How fun is that!

Catfish and Tater. 4 N. Main St.; (816) 415-3677; catfishandtater.com. Are you looking for a dress, a handbag, or jewelry like no one else has? You’ll find it in Heather Chaney’s intimate boutique on the square. Or if you would like some clothing to match your latest tattoo, you can find that here as well. Heather’s husband is a tattoo artist and transfers many of his designs to her clothing and home décor items. Or if you simply prefer clothing that comes from recycled and sustainable resources, you’ll find that here as well.

Classy Chocolate. 18 W. Kansas St.; (816) 781-2260; classychocolate.com. You know you’ve entered a special place when the outdoor sign reads Experts in Decadence. Come in to satisfy your craving for chocolate-dipped strawberries or grapes or cashews or cookies. You name it, they dip it in chocolate here. Cupcakes, cheesecakes, wedding cakes, brownies. You get the idea. This is the place to blow your diet, increase your cholesterol levels, and enjoy life just a little more.

Quilting Is My Therapy. 2 E. Franklin St.; (816) 866-0126; quiltingismytherapy.com. Angela Walters absolutely loves quilting, and if you spend just a minute in her colorful shop, you’ll love quilting, too. So many choices of fabrics and colors and ideas. Angela and her team can walk you through them all. Watch several long-arm quilting machines in action or browse some of the other gift items in the shop. And check out Angela’s YouTube channel “The Midnight Quilter.” Closed Sun and Mon.



where to eat

Huey’s on the Square. 18 N. Main; (816) 415-4727; hueyscafe.com. Breakfast is served all day long in this cute little place on the square, including burritos, chicken, and waffles. For lunch, enjoy deli favorites like roast beef, corned beef, and Reubens. Open for breakfast and lunch only, Mon through Sat. $



where to stay

Belvoir Winery and Inn. (See listing above under What to Do.)






kearney, mo

Kearney is best known as the birthplace and burial place of outlaw Jesse James. A festival each September celebrates the city’s most renowned resident (jessejamesfestival.com). The first thing to know about the community is that it’s pronounced “Karn-knee,” not “Ker-knee.” Many assume the town was named after Kearney, Nebraska, and there’s some evidence to support that. However, more likely is that it was named for Charles Esmond Kearney, an Irish immigrant who lived a colorful life after coming to the New World. Among his business ventures was a railroad partnership with Joseph Van Horn and Kersey Coates, names etched into Kansas City’s history. A railroad stop was needed to ship the many cattle raised in this part of Clay County, and since Charles Esmond Kearney was president of the company, that’s probably how the town got its name. For more information, contact the Kearney Chamber of Commerce; (816) 628-4229; kearneychamber.org. Kearney has 20 electric car charging stations.


getting there

It’s a quick 10-minute drive from Liberty to Kearney. The easiest route is straight up I-35 to exit 26. Or for a more scenic route, drive the back roads along MO 33. Leave downtown on Kansas Avenue and just follow the signs.



where to go

Jesse James Farm and Museum. 21216 James Farm Rd. (three miles east of Kearney on MO 92); (816) 736-8500; jessejamesmuseum.org. This is the birthplace of Jesse James, where he and his brother Frank grew up during the mid-1800s. The house, listed on the National Register of Historic Places, has been authentically restored. The museum features the world’s largest collection of James family artifacts, including guns, saddles, and boots. The quilt, handmade by Frank’s wife, Annie, remains on the bed in which he died. Open year-round. Admission fee.

Jesse James Grave. Mount Olivet Cemetery, west end of MO 92 on the way out of Kearney. Jesse’s grave is located between two small evergreen trees on the cemetery’s west side. Originally, the outlaw was buried on the front lawn of the farm so that his family could protect his remains from grave robbers and curiosity seekers. For years Jesse’s mother, Zerelda, sold pebbles off the grave to tourists. Later, his body was moved to Mount Olivet. A relatively small marker identifies the grave as that of Jesse James and his wife, Zerelda. Yes, both his wife and mother were named Zerelda. Jesse’s marker reads: Born: September 5, 1847. Assassinated: April 3, 1882. To the left and right of Jesse’s grave stand taller monuments inscribed Samuel, where the outlaw’s mother and stepfather are buried. Also nearby is the grave of young Archie Samuel, Jesse’s half-brother who was killed when Pinkerton detectives bombed the James farm in Jan 1875. Open daily. Free.

Kearney Museum. 101 S. Jefferson St.; (816) 903-1856. This small museum strives to compile a history of the community. Perhaps of greatest interest to those from outside the area is a bank vault that was not robbed by the James brothers but instead contained the cremated ashes of Frank James for almost 30 years before they were interred beside his wife in an Independence, Missouri, cemetery. Open Fri through Sat, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission fee.

Tryst Falls Park. Located five miles east of Kearney on MO 92; (816) 407-3400. The Clay County Parks and Recreation Department runs this 40-acre park, which includes the area’s only waterfall open to the public. It’s a great place to picnic because of the many shelters and grills and the modern playground. Jesse James’s father, a Baptist minister, baptized Walthus Watkins, owner of Watkins Mill, at Tryst Falls. Swimming is dangerous and not allowed here because of the rocks. Fishing is not allowed. The park makes a sightseeing stop in your tour of Jesse James Farm or Watkins Mill State Park. Open daily.

Watkins Woolen Mill State Historic Site and Park. Located 6.5 miles north of Excelsior Springs and seven miles east of Kearney, off MO 92 at Highway RA, Lawson; (816) 580-3387; mostateparks.com. This is the last 19th-century woolen mill in America with original equipment. The mill heralds the beginning of the industrial age and still contains 60 of the original machines and a steam engine. The Watkins home, smokehouse, summer kitchen, and fruit dry house, along with an octagonal school and a church, add interest. The original farm was 3,550 acres, but the park is now 1,500 acres and includes the original sawmill, gristmill, and brick kiln built by the Watkins family.

The state park features picnicking, camping, hiking, fishing, and swimming in the lake. Bring your bike along and enjoy the 3.5-mile bike/hike trail around the shoreline. Bring food and drink; there are no concessions here and water is turned off from Nov 1 to Apr 1. Open daily. Free.



where to eat

D’Creamery. 105 S. Jefferson St.; (816) 635-2479; dcreamery.com. This family-owned business is best known for its small-batch homemade ice cream and bakery. Open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, you’ll enjoy personal, attentive service, as well as some good BBQ, burgers, and salads. Pork tenderloin fans know to come on Thursday for the special. Check out the colorful collection of cookie jars lining the walls. $

Diddy’s Kitchen BBQ & Brewery. 103 S. Jefferson St.; (816) 635-7026. Open mic nights on Wednesdays. The BBQ comes from Wolfpack BBQ in North Kansas City, a competitive team with plenty of trophies to show for it. But Diddy’s rocks most nights with local live bands in what was originally the Kearney Methodist Church, built in 1865. Check out the collection of growlers from craft brewers around the country. Open daily, except for Tues, 3 to 9 p.m. $



where to shop

Paisley Candle and Home. 400 S. Jefferson St.; (816-635-7017); paisleycandle.com. The many scents of candles are created daily in a back room of this charming little business. The scents vary seasonally. You’ll also find adorable home décor items. Just across the parking lot is Paisley Perks, a coffee shop that also smells pretty good. Closed Sun.






excelsior springs, mo

Long revered as a haven of health, Excelsior Springs has attracted thousands of people to its mineral waters since 1881 and still offers historical insight into the healing powers of the waters. Excelsior Springs now has more than 40 springs and wells. These springs have four distinct mineral groupings, giving Excelsior Springs the distinction of the most mineral groups of any town in the world. A summer festival celebrates the influence of the waters in this town. For more information: Excelsior Springs Chamber of Commerce, 426 S. Thompson Ave.; (816) 630-6161; exspgschamber.com.


getting there

A 12-mile drive north on US 69 takes you to historic Excelsior Springs in about 20 minutes.




where to go

Atlas Saloon. 100 Broadway; (816) 630-9229; atlassaloon.com. This bar has been open in this spot since 1894 and is the fifth oldest continuously operating bar in Missouri. However, what makes it really interesting is the bar itself. Schlitz Brewing Company out of Milwaukee built this bar and brought woodworkers from Germany to build bars in pubs across the Midwest. This one is pure walnut and absolutely beautiful. Having been owned by Schlitz, the Atlas is what's known as a “tied house.” There’s a shuffleboard and billiards table inside, and live bands frequently make the space a little more lively.

Christmas Ranch Tree Farm. 24818 NE 148th St.; (816) 630-5086; christmasranchtreefarm.com. This lovely family farm makes for a perfect holiday getaway to visit with Santa and to walk among 25 acres of Christmas trees. You’ll have plenty of help from the many elves around. Are you a fan of holiday movies on the Lifetime Channel? Watch for My Sweet Holiday. It was shot, in part, on the Christmas Tree Ranch. Open in November. Check website for exact date.

Historic Hall of Waters. 201 E. Broadway; (816) 631-2811. The Historic Hall of Waters was the central dispersal site of the five mineral waters found here and focused on the development of equipment for the use of water in therapeutic treatment. Siloam Springs remains today as the only natural supply of iron manganese mineral water in the country and is one of five recognized in existence worldwide. The space now serves as the visitor center, but it doesn’t take much imagination to see how lively the building was when individuals came here to drink, just as some do in bars and pubs. Fans of art deco architecture will love the building with the beautiful Mayan Indian design inside.

Slightly Off Broadway Theatre. 114 N. Marietta St.; (816) 637-3728; sobtheatre.org. A historic church, built in 1903, is home to this energetic community theater, which offers six shows a year. Performances Fri through Sun. $

Trolley Tours. (816) 630-6161; estrolley.com. A fun way to experience the community with a large group of friends. The company offers wine and spirits tours, a ghost tour and a coffee trolley, and more according to the season.

Willow Springs Mercantile. 249 E. Broadway; (816) 630-7476; shopthemercantile.com. Made in Missouri products are among the reasons to visit the mercantile. While the store carries plenty of home décor and gift items, its specialty is Missouri wines and beers and gourmet food products. Downstairs is a little bistro that serves a light lunch and hosts monthly wine dinners. $$



where to eat

Ventana Gourmet Grill. 117 W. Broadway; (816) 630-8600; ventanagourmetgrill.com. A relaxing spot for lunch or a destination for dinner, the Ventana has brought fine dining to Excelsior Springs. Lunch offers a variety of soups, salads, and sandwiches, including a yummy Cajun shrimp BLT. Dinner is all about the beef, from a 16-ounce prime rib to a 12-ounce KC strip. This is where locals come for a good steak. The wine selection is extraordinary, as is the dessert menu. Check out the Dinner & a Show specials in conjunction with the Slightly Off Broadway Theatre. $$




where to stay

The Elms Resort and Spa. Regent Street and Elms Boulevard; (816) 630-5500; elmshotelandspa.com. The Elms Resort has once again undergone a major renovation, thus maintaining its status as a premier retreat and conference center in the Kansas City area. Al Capone still has a room named for him here, as does Harry Truman. It was here on election night in 1948 that Truman learned he did indeed defeat Dewey. Casual and fine dining options, indoor and outdoor swimming, and hiking and biking trails are all amenities above and beyond the well-appointed guest rooms and spa. Even if you don’t spend the night, come for a ghost tour. $$$

The Inn on Crescent Lake. 1261 St. Louis Ave.; (816) 630-6745; crescentlake.com. This country inn makes a great romantic getaway or a pleasant alternative for businesspeople tired of the motel shuffle. The three-story Georgian colonial mansion is nestled on 22 acres and surrounded by two ponds and a lawn designed for strolling and relaxing. A full breakfast might include quiche, scones, waffles, French toast, and other delights.

Each of the 10 guest rooms has a private bath, including a whirlpool or claw-foot tub. The downstairs guest room is wheelchair-accessible, with its own separate entrance, and is adjacent to the kitchen. The ballroom-size third floor features a king-size bed, a separate sitting area, a whirlpool bath, and a custom marble shower big enough for two.

An outdoor swimming pool makes a summer stay even more delightful. The ponds are stocked with bass and catfish, and the inn will supply a boat. $$$






richmond, mo

Located 11 miles north of Lexington on MO 13, Richmond touts itself as the “Mushroom Capital of the World.” Time your trip so that it coincides with Richmond’s annual mushroom festival the first weekend in May. This is when those hard-to-find morel mushrooms pop up, begging to be sautéed in butter and wine. The mushrooms are plentiful enough around here for a celebration in their honor. Richmond folks will sell you some morels to take back home, but they won’t reveal their secret mushroom spots. If you want to go searching in the woods, you’re on your own.

Fans of Jesse James lore come to Richmond to visit the grave of Robert Ford, the man who shot the outlaw in the back. Bob Ford and his brother Charley, who was in on the plan to shoot James, are buried in the Sunnyslope Cemetery. Also buried here is Joseph Smith, the founder and First Prophet of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.



getting there

It will take about 30 minutes to reach Richmond from Excelsior Springs, but it is a pleasant 15-mile drive in the country along MO 10.



where to go

Richmond Chamber of Commerce. 104 N. Main St.; (816) 776-6919; richmondchamber.org.

The Farris Theatre. 301 W. Main St.; (816) 776-6684; farristheatre.com. Look closely at this structure and see if it reminds you of the Folly Theatre in downtown Kansas City. Originally built in 1901 as an opera house, the Farris was modeled after the Folly. The Farris Theatre has been fully restored for use as a performance theater, movie house, and community center by a not-for-profit group called Friends of the Farris. The Saturday morning cartoon series is a lot of fun for kids.

Of the Earth Farm + Distillery. 17190 Highway 13; (660) 232-1096; oftheearthfarm.com. You might have first found Of the Earth apple brandy at the City Market in downtown Kansas City, but now Jim and Sarah Pierce have a tasting room on the farm in Ray County. Come sample all of their fruit brandies, as well as gin, liqueurs, and other spirits, and enjoy the peaceful setting of the farm and orchard. Open Fri through Sun, 2 to 8 p.m.

Ray County Museum. 901 W. Royal St.; (816) 776-2305. This odd-looking Y-shaped building, constructed in 1910, was designed so that all 54 rooms would have lots of sunshine. It was first the county poor farm. Today, it is home to a number of artifacts that tell the story of this region, including Native American, Civil War, and Mormon history. It is open year-round, Wed through Sat, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and closed on holidays. Free.

United Methodist Church. 212 Main St.; (816) 776-2122. This lovely limestone church is remarkable for its 15 stained-glass windows of various sizes. But unique to a church in 1918 was the inclusion of an in-ground swimming pool and library, both open to the public. Although neither exists today, the public is welcome to visit anytime to see the windows and lovely woodwork rarely found in construction projects today.



where to eat

Branded Steakhouse, Oink & Moo BBQ & Taproom. 708 Wollard; (816) 776-6465. The fun and friendly restaurant is not going to disappoint, whatever your cravings. Good steak and BBQ are always available, but daily specials run the gamut from lobster bisque to lasagna to fried chicken and wings. Give these folks a try. They opened in the middle of the pandemic and there’s no looking back. $$
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jamesport, mo

In Jamesport, the Amish community offers a glimpse into a lifestyle much different than what many of us live. The Amish who call the Jamesport area home are part of the Old Order Amish, who are direct descendants of the Mennonite Anabaptists, a group that developed during the Reformation in Germany and Switzerland. In the early 1950s, the Amish immigrated to Jamesport, now the largest settlement west of the Mississippi. Currently, about 2,200 Amish reside on the rich farmland of the area.

They shun the use of modern conveniences and travel by horse-drawn vehicles. Their peaceful lifestyle revolves around a close-knit family, their faith, and farming. They use no electricity, cars, televisions, radios, or Internet. Their education ends at the eighth grade. Many of the Amish farmhouses now have indoor plumbing, and most Amish families use oil furnaces, kerosene- or wood-burning stoves, and kerosene lamps.

Amish men are expert farmers who use plows pulled by horses to till their fields. They dress modestly in black broad-brimmed hats, white shirts, and black trousers.

The women excel in the home arts. They wear plain, long cotton dresses held together with pins (they consider buttons worldly). On their heads they wear white prayer caps at all times. Their conversation often lapses into something called “Ferhoodled English,” a combination of German, Dutch, and English.

northeast day trip 03
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Jamesport has prospered as a tourist attraction because of the Amish, and they, in their practical way, have taken advantage of public curiosity. The Amish typically do not want their pictures taken since it violates their religious beliefs. As a courtesy, ask permission before you shoot.

If you’re looking for authentic Amish foods, goods, and services, be aware that “Amish style” does not necessarily mean that something is Amish made.

A visit to Jamesport can be fun if you tour it with the idea that there are two separate reasons for coming here. The first is to visit the Amish-owned stores, where you will find authentic Amish foods, quilts, and other items. The second reason is to enjoy the antique, craft, and specialty shops; restaurants; and bed-and-breakfasts, most of which are not Amish owned.

If you want to determine whether an establishment is Amish or Mennonite, check the days it is open; Amish shops close on Thursday and Sunday. If you like to preserve your own fruits and vegetables, plan your visit to Jamesport to coincide with the Produce Auction. The days of the week vary, depending on the growing season. Anyone can attend, but all produce is sold in larger quantities. Call for details at (660) 684-6844.

Many farm stores and related businesses are found along gravel country roads, and street addresses are ineffective for those locations. Therefore, pick up a free map of the area at any of the local businesses. Siri is of no help here.

For more information, contact the Jamesport Community Association, PO Box 215, Jamesport, MO 64648; (660) 684-6146; jamesportmissouri.org.


getting there

From downtown, take I-35 north about 75 miles to exit 84, which is Highway H. Turn right, heading east about eight miles. There will be lots of signs for Jamesport. Be alert to horse-drawn buggies.



where to shop

The Farmhouse Collection. 113 S. Broadway; (660) 684-6704; jamesport-farmhouse.com. Actually five buildings connected, this store has almost 9,000 square feet of home décor and handmade furniture. Come early in the day and you might catch the owners in the process of pouring hand-dipped candles, something they do every morning. You’ll also find nice collections of handmade soaps and lotions here.

Homestead Creamery. East on County Road F, then south on County Road U; (660) 684-6970. This family dairy farm is picturesque in its own right, but come on Tuesday to witness the cheese-making process, directly from the milk from the Jersey cows in the adjacent pastures. Otherwise, bring a cooler to fill up from the gift shop. Closed Thurs and Sun.

Jamesport Country Store. Located two miles west on County Road NN; (660) 684-6664. You may need a map to find this place, but it’s so worth it to get out on the country roads and see the Amish homes and farms. This Amish-owned store carries natural farm-raised meats, homemade goodies, and crafts. Open Mon, Wed, and Fri.

Pastime & Carlyle’s. 100 Auberry Grove; (660) 684-6222. Early country furniture and decorative items, plus original painted furniture, are sold here along with old-fashioned candy and collectibles. You can also order custom-made furniture for your home. Closed Sun.



where to eat

Anna’s Bake Shop. 1005 Old Hwy. 6; (660) 684-6810.This Amish shop is worth the drive to Jamesport just for the mouthwatering fresh-baked doughnuts, pies, breads, and cinnamon and dinner rolls. Closed Christmas through Feb 1 and the rest of the time when the day’s goods are sold out. According to the owner, the phone works only “when the weather is above 20 degrees.” $ (cash only)

Countryside Bakery. 21870 MO 190; (660) 684-6767. Leave room in your tummy and your car for some delicious, authentic Amish homemade baked goods. Or if you are inspired to do the baking yourself, you can choose from a number of cookie mixes already packaged for you. Closed Thurs and Sun. $ (cash only)

Gingerich Dutch Pantry. 107 Auberry Grove; (660) 684-6212; gingerichdutchpantry.com. Located at the four-way stop in downtown Jamesport, this Mennonite-owned restaurant specializes in Mennonite cooking using Old Dutch recipes. Homemade pies, breads, cinnamon rolls, and other baked goods are featured. However, on Monday evenings, the menu turns to Mexican dishes. Closed Sun. $



where to stay

Country Colonial Bed & Breakfast. 106 E. Main St.; (660) 684-6711; jamesport-mo.com/cc/. Sleep tight in an original pre–Civil War rope bed, the kind that instigated the term “sleep tight,” in this three-bedroom inn that is filled with antiques throughout. But don’t snuggle in too tightly before enjoying a moonlight, horse-drawn carriage ride through the Amish countryside. And don’t sleep too late or you’ll miss Nina den Hartog’s fabulous cinnamon raisin French toast. $$

Marigolds Inn and Gift Shoppe. 305 W. Auberry Grove; (660) 684-6122. Located three blocks west of downtown Jamesport. If you like handmade quilts, you’ll enjoy a stay in one of the 12 individually decorated rooms at Marigolds. Several have a garden theme; others have a western or bunkhouse look to them—all based on the bed coverings. And if you appreciate the craftsmanship of Amish carpenters, take a close look at the quality in this building constructed by local Amish. Breakfast is on your own, but with so many wonderful bakeries nearby, you won’t go hungry. $


getting squirrelly in daviess county

About halfway between Jamesport and Hamilton is the town of Gallatin, a nice little community with about 1,800 mostly nice people. Gallatin is often visited today because of the Daviess County Squirrel Cage Jail. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the jail was completed in 1889. It is an octagonal shape on the outside, but on the inside, the pie-shaped jail cells rotate on an axis, thus allowing only one cell to be at the door and opened at a time. The idea was to make breaking out or breaking in nearly impossible, but in case of fire or natural disasters or other emergencies, it was also impossible to get inmates out in a timely manner. It was one of the first jails in the country to have indoor plumbing and operated until 1975. A company out of St. Louis designed 18 similar jails, but only three remain in existence. One is in Council Bluffs, Iowa, the other in Crawfordsville, Indiana. The jail is located at 310 Jackson Street in Gallatin and you can drive by any time of the day or night for a look from the outside. For an interior tour, call ahead at (660) 663-7342.








hamilton, mo

Fans of the globally popular Broadway musical Hamilton will be pleased to know that the town was named, in part, to honor Alexander Hamilton, the “ten dollar founding father,” George Washington’s “right-hand man,” and the first treasury secretary of the United States.

Until 2008, sleepy little Hamilton was best known as the birthplace of retail giant J.C. Penney, who was born on a farm near here in 1875, one of 12 children. The high school in Hamilton is named for Penney, as is a quilt shop.

But for many people, Hamilton is now known as home to the largest quilting retailer in North America. The company is the Missouri Star Quilt Company, owned and operated by Jenny Doane, a popular YouTube personality who teaches you how to make a quilt in a day. She is considered the “world’s most famous quilter,” and the company’s presence in the town of 1,600 cannot be missed. Among the many attractions is the world’s largest spool of thread, some great murals, and many other shops and restaurants.

For information all events and other things to do in the Quilting Capital of the World, visit visithamiltonmo.com.


getting there

From Jamesport, head south on MO 6 ten miles to Gallatin, then south 14 miles on MO 13 to Hamilton.



where to go

J.C. Penney Birthplace and Museum. 312 N. Davis St.; (816) 583-2168. Opened in 1976, five years after James Cash Penney died in New York, this little museum is a result of a community effort to remember one of their own who had such an impact on retail shopping. Get a selfie with a life-size, well-dressed version of Penney. You’ll see old cash registers from his stores, be able to sit in his office chair, and see an entertaining selection of advertising memorabilia and items sold in the first Penney’s store. Two blocks away is the small, simple home where Penney was born and raised. Open Tues through Fri, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sat, 9 a.m. to noon.

Missouri Star Quilt Company. 114 N. Davis; (888) 571-1122; missouriquiltco.com. This is the anchor store, the first of 12 in Hamilton, of the Missouri Star Quilt Company. Each shop has a slightly different theme—florals, batiks, seasonal fabrics, kids and babies, and modern designs. Stroll through them all and let the colorful energy of the fabrics, the designs, and the interesting people convince you that quilting is your favorite hobby. Of course, you can buy finished quilts, but the joy is creating something unique for yourself and your loved ones. All of the shops are on and around the anchor store, within easy walking distance. Open Mon through Sat, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Levi Garrison & Sons Brewing Co. 105 W. Bird; (816) 679-7596; lgsbrewingco.com. If someone local suggests you head to the Moose, they are referring to this place, which started its life as Ninja Moose Brewing. After a nasty trademark dispute, owner Scott Falley changed the name to Levi Garrison to honor his great-grandfather. While the craft beer is good, as is the weekend live music, many people come to this little craft brewery to see the building in which it is housed, which is the former AT&T building. Built in 1913, the owners saved many of the original features from back in the day when operators actually connected your phone call. Open Tues through Sat, noon to 8 p.m.




OEBPS/Images/GettyImages-541993713.jpeg





OEBPS/nav.xhtml


Contents



		Cover


		TitlePage


		Copyright


		contents


		about the author


		acknowledgments


		introduction


		using this guide


		where to get more information


		northeast


		day trip 01


		day trip 02


		day trip 03


		east


		day trip 01


		day trip 02


		day trip 03


		day trip 04


		southeast


		day trip 01


		south


		day trip 01


		southwest


		day trip 01


		day trip 02


		day trip 03


		west


		day trip 01


		day trip 02


		day trip 03


		day trip 04


		day trip 05


		day trip 06


		northwest


		day trip 01


		day trip 02


		day trip 03


		day trip 04


		regional information


		festivals & celebrations







Guide



		Cover


		CONTENTS


		Chapter 1








OEBPS/Images/GP_Final_Outlines_Black.jpg
Petoes





OEBPS/Images/00_Overview_DT.jpg
IOWA
MISSOURI

Loess Hills
National Wildlife
Refuge

O Conception

o Mound City

N
NEBRASKA 0 20 40 miles
KANSAS
Hiawatha
Wartkins Mill
State Park
44,%%
%,
Milford ) e,
state Parky, Manhattan Richrmond
N N OWamego =
Junction Cityo ~ Q 9 Parkville < Aisibley P " Faystte
Konza Prairie KANSAS CITV A Lexington  Waverly (333
Research Narural Area _Paxico Topeka I..dn—l a Buckner New (63}
5= ot 0P = fidependénce Arrow RockP Franlin
&
O Rocheport!
S @ Lecompion—% J| & p o £ (miakater G STrSay
Abilene NATIVE STONE Lawrence Boonville \Y
SCENIC BYWAY dFulton
FLINT HILLS, iy Knob Pilot Grove &
SGENIC BYWAY b G) orelwles) Noster .
© @ Jack Ly o4 . Sedalia &)
. Gy O\ warrensBurg knob Nosrer N0 -
% Council Grove A35/ KingsvillS ob Noster California
Ottawa State Park -0 a
Flin Hills Trail J Oouisburg Tipton 3
. StaeRaric Osawatomig Jefferson City
Tallgrass Prairie { Strong & Q
National Preserve City 4 Emporia \35) Williamsburg
3
& Cottonwodd Lebo
Falls &)
Gamnett & ;
D) Marais des Cygnes Wi
. A Wildiife Area Butlero A
ohn Redmon
Matfield Green ¢ o Redmo Pleasanton 5
& Lowry City
o
Humboldt Ft. Scort National A Collins

Historic Site and
Museum

O Chanute @

Frontenac @

PittsburgO

Carthage 0






OEBPS/Images/Infinity_symbol_TM.jpg





OEBPS/Images/NorthEast_DT_01.jpg
© Savannah

St. Joseph

Weston

Louisburg

Smithville

KANSAS

MISSOURI

10

Plattsburg
o

Smithville
Lake

20 miles

Excelsior
Springs

Jack M

13

Kingsville

(6 yQGallatin

Q@ Hamilton

J31

Richmond
o

Jamesport

& Lexington

50

Warrensburg






OEBPS/Images/NorthEast_DT_03.jpg
© Savannah

St. Joseph

Weston

Louisburg

10 20 miles

Plattsburg

Smithvilie
Lake

Excelsior
Springs

Kingsville

MISSOURI

(6 yQGallatin

4
Jamesport

Q@ Hamilton

Richmond

& Lexington

Warrensburg






OEBPS/Images/NorthEast_DT_02.jpg
© Savannah

St. Joseph

Weston

Louisburg

KANSAS

MISSOURI

10 20 miles

Excelsior
Springs

Jack Wl

13

Kingsville

© Hamilton

J31

Richmond
o)

& Lexington

50

Warrensburg






OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
day trips”

KANSAS CITY

GETAWAY IDEAS FOR THE LOC: /ELER






