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Mr. Mysterious


“I did it!” Clara exclaimed as she pounded the last stake into the ground with her mallet. “My tent is finally all set up!”

Prince Lucas groaned. “Stop bragging,” he complained.

Poor Lucas had been struggling with his tent. He couldn’t attach the canvas to the top of the center pole. It was too high.

Clara laughed and shook her head. Then she snapped her fingers, and Ruskin sat up. The scarlet dragon grabbed the prince’s canvas in his teeth, flew it to the top of the pole, and secured it easily.
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Lucas sighed and said, “Why didn’t I think of that?”

“Perhaps you like a challenge,” Clara suggested.

The prince frowned. “Not that kind of challenge. Besides, I thought camping was supposed to be fun.”

Clara smirked. “I don’t know… I’m having a great time watching the prince of Wrenly battle the dreaded tent monster.”

“Ha-ha.” Lucas gave a fake laugh. “Would you lend me a hand already?”

Clara helped the prince tighten the ropes and pound his stakes into the ground. They set up cots and chairs inside their tents.

“Now we can hike to Goblin Falls!” Lucas said triumphantly.

Lucas and Clara had never been to Goblin Falls before.
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It was known to be the most magnificent waterfall in Wrenly. They had traveled across the bridge to the island of Burth to see it.

“My father says when you stand beside the falls, it’s like standing on the edge of the world,” said Lucas.

Clara tried to imagine it. “I’ve heard when the water crashes onto the rocks, the spray makes you feel as if you’re floating on a cloud.”
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Somebody grunted behind them. It was Grom, one of the kingdom’s smartest and sometimes grumpiest wizards. He had joined Lucas and Clara on their trip.
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“Goblin Falls is nothing more than a lot of water falling off a cliff,” the wizard said.

Lucas rolled his eyes. He didn’t understand why Grom had wanted to come along. Grom didn’t care about waterfalls, and he wasn’t the type to sit beside a campfire and roast marshmallows, either. Grom liked to practice wizardry, and that was all.

“Would you like help with your tent?” the prince offered. “I’ve just learned the secret to hitching the canvas to the post.”

Grom rolled up his sleeves.

“I can certainly handle putting up a tent, my prince,” he said. Grom closed his eyes, splayed his fingers, and chanted, “Forest of Burth, hear my spell. Grant me now a place to dwell.”
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A flash erupted, and a tall, thin tent appeared.

“That’s amazing!” cheered Lucas. “But it’s a little, um… little. How will you fit in there?”

Grom pulled back the flap. “Why don’t you see for yourself?”

Lucas and Clara entered the tent.
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The inside was huge and looked like the home of a nobleman. It had wood floors and real walls. There was a kitchen, a great room, a bedroom, and more. Ruskin flew to the top of the high ceiling and circled the great room.
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