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DEDICATION


For Brenda Knight—
Thanks so much for believing in the importance
of publishing Earth Blessings.


For the staff of Viva Editions—
I’m deeply grateful for your work in support of this book.


“There are no passengers on spaceship earth. We are all crew.”


—MARSHALL MCLUHAN
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Letter to Readers


 


As a child I was always drawn to the outdoors…as an adult, I still am! Some of the most memorable times in my life have been spent surrounded by nature. To this day, I continue to hike regularly—and I honestly don’t know where I would be without the solace of wilderness.


But we don’t need to be in the wilderness to experience the beauty of nature. At home, I continue to be astonished by the everyday marvels that surround me—birds, plants, animals, sky, sunshine, and moonlight. These things serve as reminders that we can carry nature with us wherever we go.


It was the book Silent Spring by Rachel Carson that first drew my attention to the fragile nature of the environment. I read it in college and her words opened my mind to the notion that human actions could affect the very ecosystems upon which our lives depend.


Where would we be if we did not have Mother Earth to rely upon? How can we view humanity, if not through the lens that is the world around us? And what does the state of the world today say to our communities and to our children?


It is my belief that the sacred can be found not in things abstract and ethereal, but in the earth itself. I hope that, by reading this anthology, we may all come to realize what a vital place the earth holds, not only in our relationships with one another, but in our relationships with the world we live in.


Many books have been written on the practical aspects of living green, but only a few focus on the spiritual. I set out to create a book that would be an ecological celebration, complete with inspiring poems, interfaith prayers, and spiritual prose. In Earth Blessings, I have chosen selections from over ten years’ worth of collected material, pieces that authentically speak to the earth and to the intricate ties that bind us to it.


I have been compiling anthologies for twenty years and my contributors now number over nine hundred. The inclusion of contemporary writers, such as Kelly Cherry, Barbara Crooker, Michael S. Glaser, and Ellen Bass, provides a freshness and originality that is not found in other collections. In addition, I have included wisdom from environmental advocates such as Rachel Carson, Al Gore, Tom Hayden, Bill McKibben, and John Muir (among others); as well as classic pieces by well-known authors such as John Burroughs, John Keats, Rainer Maria Rilke, and Walt Whitman.


As Henry David Thoreau said, “Live your beliefs and you can turn the world around.” I hope this book will encourage us to look more deeply at our unique planet with a global awareness and respect, to gently remind us to do our part in sustaining an environmentally friendly lifestyle, and to cherish Earth for the presence of the divine that appears to us through the natural world.


June Cotner
P.O.Box 2765
Poulsbo, WA 98370
www.junecotner.com
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Thanks


 


Iwas thrilled to find my publisher, Brenda Knight, who shared my vision for this book and was so excited to acquire it! My profound gratitude is reflected in my dedication page to Brenda and her excellent staff at Viva Editions.


This book would have not become a reality without the support of my two excellent literary agents, Denise Marcil and Anne Marie O’Farrell, at Marcil-O’Farrell Literary. Denise, thanks for believing in this book for more than a decade. Anne Marie, thank you for your for help in bringing this book to Viva Editions. I continue to be inspired and energized by both of you. As agents and as friends, I deeply appreciate your honest feedback and insightful suggestions that make my anthologies stronger. It’s so much fun to brainstorm with both of you!


For the contributors to Earth Blessings, I have worked with some of you for twenty years when your poems and prayers were included in my first two collections, Graces and Bedside Prayers (both published by HarperOne). Kelly Cherry, Barbara Crooker, Corrine De Winter, Susan J. Erickson, Theresa Mary Grass, Maryanne Hannan, C. David Hay, Shirley Kobar, Arlene Gay Levine, Gary E. McCormick, Hilda Lachney Sanderson, and Joanna M. Weston—we go back for two decades! I’m always so thrilled to find a publisher who can showcase your fine work.


For the staff at Viva Editions, I appreciate how hard you work to design such beautiful books. Your devotion to the mission of creating “books for vivacious living” is reflected by the considerable time you take to make these books successful. I’m glad to be on your team!


My heartfelt gratitude goes to my husband, Jim Graves, and my many relatives and friends who encourage and inspire me every day.


And lastly, I’m grateful to God who has given me a career I love and has put me in touch with so many wonderful contributors and resources which enable me to bring inspirational collections into the world.






one


NATURE AND
THE ENVIRONMENT


 


Look at Nature’s beauty and perfection—
everything is so joyful!


—AMMA
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NATURE SPEAKS TO ME


The beauty of the trees,
the softness of the air,
the fragrance of the grass,
speaks to me.


The summit of the mountain,
the thunder of the sky,
the rhythm of the sea,
speaks to me.


The faintness of the stars,
the freshness of the morning,
the dewdrop of the flower,
speaks to me.


The strength of the fire,
the taste of salmon,
the trail of the sun,
and the life that never goes away,
they speak to me.


And my heart soars.


—CHIEF DAN GEORGE





IT IS GOOD


We are rooted to the air through our lungs and to the soil through our stomachs. We are walking trees and floating plants. The soil which in one form we spurn with our feet, and in another take into our mouths and into our blood—what a composite product it is!… The soil underfoot, or that we turn with our plow, how it thrills with life or the potencies of life! What a fresh, good odor it exhales when we turn it with our spade or plow in spring! It is good.


—JOHN BURROUGHS







THE HOH RIVER AND RAINFOREST:
A HAIKU SEQUENCE


colonnade of trees—
reminder of the nurse log
that once sustained them


Western red cedar—
coastal people called it
“the long life-maker”


rushing glacier stream
tumbled rough river stones smooth—
we palm them with joy


deer wade glacier stream
maple flames on the far bank
autumn approaches


vast wings crack the sky
above gray snag’s jagged crown—
ospreys feeding young


sun-dappled glade
female elk browses the tips
of saw-toothed sword fern
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