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Introduction





What, another book of baseball trivia? Yes! I’ve got a couple of dozen such books around the house.


I’ve even written some of them myself—depending on your definition of what is trivia (see, for instance, Red Sox By the Numbers, written with Matt Silverman and published by Skyhorse back in 2010, or So You Think You’re a Boston Red Sox Fan? which was published in 2017 by Sports Publishing). If you love a team (even a team that never won a World Series in your lifetime until you were more than half a century old), there are many different ways to look at the unfolding story of the team and its players. You never know what you might come across.


During the 2025 season, I realized that two of the twenty-five players on Red Sox active roster had the same birthday, and then learned that it was also the birthday of a child of the team’s head of Media Relations.


In the same season, I was fortunate to be present at Fenway, on June 30, to see Wilyer Abreu hit both an inside-the-park home run and a grand slam in the same game. The last player to do that was Roger Maris in 1958. The only other Red Sox player to do it was Jim Tabor, on July 4, 1939. You just never know what you might see. I once saw the Red Sox hit into two triple plays in the same game—and they still won! I even saw them win the final game of the World Series at Fenway Park in 2013, the first time they had done that since 1918.


Some of the greatest moments in Red Sox history are ones none of us have ever seen—and are not even available on YouTube (any of Cy Young’s games, for example). But they’re in newspapers, history books, and have been written up by SABR members and other baseball aficionados.


I was born into Red Sox nation, my father having worked as a hot dog vendor at Fenway in 1937 and 1938—though he wasn’t enough of an historian to be able to tell me the first game he ever took me to. There really viiiweren’t all that many he took me to; he had to work. By the time I was twelve, I was going to at least a dozen games a year on my own. Back then, a bleacher seat cost 50 cents.


I haven’t gone far in life. I live just under four miles from Fenway, which is just 4.1 miles from where I was born. Fenway is kind of a home away from home. Thanks to all who were part of the Save Fenway Park! movement about twenty-five years ago, and thanks to current ownership for, in fact, saving the ballpark.


Most diehard fans—and even plenty of casual ones—enjoy baseball trivia. I enjoyed digging in deeply and working up the 300 items in this volume. I’m confident that readers will find a few surprises here, and hopefully some enjoyment. They are presented with Red Sox fans in mind, offered in a number of categories as a way of offering different opportunities for differing perspectives. Offense and defense, rookies and veterans, ballparks and championships, even locales. As noted in one question: there are only eight of the fifty United States in which the Red Sox have yet to play. Speaking as someone who has seen them play in five different countries, I’d like to see them visit those remaining states.


I’m hopeful readers will find some new and fascinating items here. I did, while working on the book. Try some of them out on your friends. Enjoy reading the book. It was a pleasure working on it.


Bill Nowlin
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Batting








1. Which Red Sox player had the best single-season batting average?


Answer on page 7.


2. Which Red Sox player holds the career mark for the best on-base percentage?


Answer on page 7.


3. Which rookie holds the record for the most walks their first year?


Answer on page 7.


4. The number 406 crops up again. Who holds the record for the most total bases in one season?


Answer on page 7.


5. Which player set the record for the most doubles in one season?


Answer on page 7.


6. Which player holds the record for most base hits in one season?


Answer on page 7.


7. Which player has the team record for the most doubles in his career?


Answer on page 7.
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8. Which player holds the team records for most hits, most RBIs, most runs scored, most extra-base hits, and most total bases?


Answer on page 7.


9. Hitting for the cycle—it’s been done 23 times. Who’s the only team player to do it twice during regular-season games?


Answer on page 7.


10. There was one Red Sox player who hit for the cycle in a post-season game, the only major leaguer to ever do so. He’d already done it once in the regular season but then did so in the post-season—against the Yankees, no less. Who was he?


Answer on page 8.


11. Two Red Sox players have won the Triple Crown (leading the league in batting average, home runs, and runs batted in—all in the same year). Who were they?


Answer on page 8.


12. Driving in 100 runs in a season is a true milestone. Which Red Sox player had the most 100-RBI seasons?


Answer on page 8.


13. Who once drove in one or more runs in 10 consecutive Red Sox games?


Answer on page 8.


14. Who once drove in 10 runs, all in one game?


Answer on page 8.


15. Who holds the longest hitting streak in Red Sox record history?


Answer on page 8.
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16. Which Red Sox player holds the major-league record for the most consecutive games reaching base safely? Call that CGOBS.


Answer on page 8.


17. What Red Sox player knocked out more than 200 hits each of his first three years in the majors?


Answer on page 8.


18. In terms of team offense, what is the largest number of runs the Red Sox ever scored in just one inning?


Answer on page 8.


19. Which Red Sox player has the most walk-off RBIs?


Answer on page 9.


20. The Red Sox played 163 games in 1985 (there was one tie). Wade Boggs played in all but two of them. In how many games was he unable to get on base?


Answer on page 9.


21. In 2018, three Red Sox players each scored more than 100 runs. Can you name all three?


Answer on page 9.


22. The Silver Slugger Award has only been given since 1980. Which Red Sox player won it the most times?


Answer on page 9.


23. Heading into his sixth season in big-league ball, what trajectory was Nomar Garciaparra unable to maintain?


Answer on page 9.


24. In terms of driving in runs while pinch-hitting, who holds the major-league record for the most RBIs in one season?


Answer on page 9.
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25. Who holds the American League’s best season batting average for a pinch-hitter, with a minimum of 10 at-bats?


Answer on page 9.


26. Which Red Sox batter once had two pinch-hits in the same inning? He also scored twice in that inning.


Answer on page 9.


27. In 1969, Rico Petrocelli set a team shortstop record that has held for 56 years. What was it?


Answer on page 9.


28. Who holds the Red Sox record for most RBIs in a single season?


Answer on page 9.


29. Ted Williams won six batting titles. He just missed a seventh in one other year—the mathematically closest second-place finish ever. Who edged him out?


Answer on page 10.


30. Wade Boggs hit .400 over the course of 162 games. True or false?


Answer on page 10.


31. Which Red Sox batter reached base safely in 16 consecutive plate appearances?


Answer on page 10.


32. Who was the last American Leaguer to rack up more than 400 total bases in a season?


Answer on page 10.


33. Twice, Red Sox batters were 6-for-6 in a game. Who were the two batters?


Answer on page 10.
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34. These two batters both drove in one or more runs in 12 consecutive games. Who were they?


Answer on page 10.


35. This Red Sox player once assembled 12 base hits in 12 consecutive at-bats. Who was he?


Answer on page 10.


36. What non-pitcher on the Red Sox got an RBI in his first game, without an at-bat, then waited five years for his second one?


Answer on page 10.


37. There are 44 Red Sox players who had only one career base hit, ever, through 2025—despite having as many as (in one case) 22 plate appearances. Can you name them all?


Answer on page 10.


38. This New England–born Red Sox batter played in 13 games for the Red Sox, with 23 plate appearances, but never got a hit. He walked four times and scored a run, but never got a hit. Who was he?


Answer on page 11.


39. Can you identify the game in which there were 19 times the Red Sox got a runner into scoring position, but couldn’t get him home?


Answer on page 11.


40. Making a good first impression, what Red Sox player pinch-hit and both tied and then won that game in his first two at-bats for Boston?


Answer on page 11.
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Batting










Answers


1. Ted Williams, .406 in 1941. Williams batted left-handed. The best average for a right-handed batter was .372, by Nomar Garciaparra in the year 2000.


2. Perhaps the most remarkable accomplishment of all—Ted Williams’s lifetime mark was .482. In other words, 48.2 percent of the times he came to bat, Ted Williams got on base.


3. With solid plate discipline from the start, it was Ted Williams who walked 107 times in 1939.


4. Jim Rice, with 406 total bases in his MVP year, 1978. He led the majors with 46 homers and with 15 triples, and with 213 base hits in all.


5. Earl Webb, with 67 doubles in 1931.


6. In 1985, Wade Boggs had 240 base hits—and a majors-leading .368 batting average.


7. Carl Yastrzemski doubled 646 times.


8. Yaz. Hits = 3,419 (765 more than Ted Williams), RBIs = 1844 (3 more than Ted), runs scored = 1,816, extra-base hits = 1,157, and total bases (5,539).


9. Bobby Doerr—on May 17, 1944, and May 13, 1947.
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10. The “Brock Star”—Brock Holt. On June 16, 2015, he hit for a cycle against Atlanta and then in Game Three of the 2018 American League Division Series (October 8, 2018) he did so in New York.


11. Ted and Yaz. Ted Williams—twice, in 1942 and again in 1947. Carl Yastrzemski, in 1967. In between the two Ted Williams stints were three seasons in which he was in military service during World War II. One wonders how he might have filled in those years had he been able to continue to play ball.


12. David Ortiz did it 10 times. They accounted for most of his 1,530 Red Sox RBIs.


13. On September 14, 2002, Manny Ramírez hit two solo home runs to help beat the Orioles. For every one of the next nine games, he drove in one or more runs, for an uninterrupted 10-game stretch. The team won eight of those 10 games.


14. Four different Red Sox players have accomplished this feat: Rudy York (July 27, 1946), Norm Zauchin (May 27, 1955), Fred Lynn (June 18, 1975), and Nomar Garciaparra (May 10, 1999). The Red Sox won all those games—13–6, 16–0, 15–1, and 12–4.


15. Joe DiMaggio’s younger brother, Dom, who hit safely in 34 consecutive games in 1949.


16. In 1949, there was a stretch in which Ted Williams reached base in 84 consecutive games from July 1 through September 28.


17. Johnny Pesky led the league each year, with 205 hits in 1942, and then came back after three years in wartime military service to hit 208 in 1946, and 207 in 1947.


18. In the bottom of the seventh inning on June 18, building on a 5–2 lead over visiting Detroit, the Red Sox scored 17 runs. They won the game (not a surprise, given the inning), 23–3. There were 14 hits in the inning but only one home run. George Kell made two of the three outs, and left the bases loaded with his inning-ending second fl y-ball out. 9Gene Stephens had a record three base hits in the one inning. Remarkably just the day before, Boston had beaten the Tigers 17–1.


19. David Ortiz has 17 walk-offs to his credit. Yaz is second with 14.


20. Just 11 of them.


21. They were Andrew Benintendi (103), J. D. Martinez (111), and—leading all major leaguers that year—Mookie Betts (129).


22. David Ortiz (seven times). Manny Ramírez won the award nine times and Wade Boggs eight times, but Manny’s first three were as a member of the Cleveland Indians, while Boggs’s last two were with the Yankees.


23. Increasing his batting average every year—starting in 1996 (just 24 games that first season), through the year 2000, his batting averages were: .241, .306, .323, .357, and .372. Considering the first four full seasons, with a mathematical average increase of 22 points per season, his mark in 2001 could have been .394—but he missed the first 17 weeks of the season due to surgery.


24. Joe Cronin, with 25 in 1943. He is tied by Jerry Lynch of the Cincinnati Reds (1961) and Rusty Staub of the New York Mets (1983).


25. In 1983, Rick Miller compiled a .45714 average as a pinch-hitter. He hit .286 overall. Ed Kranepool of the 1974 Mets hit a major league– leading .48571 as a pinch-hitter.


26. Russ Nixon, on May 4, 1962. In the bottom of the fifth, the White Sox led, 4–0. Nixon pinch-hit for starter Mike Fornieles and singled off Ray Herbert. Every one of the next eight batters reached base, too, bringing up Nixon again. Eddie Fisher was Chicago’s fourth pitcher of the inning. Nixon singled again, driving in two. By the time the inning was over, Boston had 12 runs and went on to win, 13–6.


27. He hit 40 home runs in the one season.


28. Jimmie Foxx, with 175 RBIs in 1938. The most driven in by a left-handed batter was Ted Williams’s 159 in 1949.
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29. In 1949, Williams hit .3427561 while George Kell hit .3429118. Both rounded off to .343, but Kell hit .0001557 above Williams.


30. True—but not all 162 games were in the same season. The first game in the stretch was on June 13, 1985, and the 162nd game was on June 8, 1986.


31. It was thirty-nine-year-old Ted Williams. From his pinch-hit homer on September 17, 1957, through the September 23 game in which he singled, walked three times, and finally was hit by a pitch, he reached base 16 consecutive times. Four of the 16 were home runs.


32. It was Jim Rice of the Red Sox in 1978, with a total of 406. He led the majors in hits (213). triples (15), homers (46), and—for that matter—RBIs, with 139. Unsurprisingly, he was the AL MVP
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