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Voices in the Spirit Box


Michael Marks


When I was seventeen my mother was murdered. But this story isn’t about her. My mother’s killer is still in prison for his crime. No, this story is about what happened afterward.


About a year after my mother’s funeral, my dad started mentioning that she would come visit him at night. He said she glowed in a pure white light and reached out to him with a warm smile on her face. He said she looked just the way she did the last time he saw her, before she left for the store on the last night of her life.


My sister and I both missed our mother very much and we wanted to believe it was true. We did whatever we could think of to try and contact her, but it was only my dad who ever saw her. We just wanted to say goodbye.


Ouija boards, spirit boxes, automatic writing, psychics and mediums; we tried them all and all proved to be little more than distractions.


About three months into our efforts my dad had his first blackout. He claimed it was just stress but my sister and I agreed in confidence that it was more than that. He would forget things all the time, talk about old memories out of the blue, and then he started getting these horrible migraines. We didn’t learn the source of it all until he finally agreed to go to the doctor. He had a brain tumor. Inoperable.
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