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Pug Book

Dear Reader:

I have always loved pugs. Their fine qualities — a wicked sense of humor, intelligence, and charm — and even their long and interesting breed history all combine to make them a companion much to be desired. Not everyone is suited to life with a pug, however. Pugs have some quirks that are interesting, to say the least. If you're planning to get a pug, knowing about these quirks in advance will help you adjust more smoothly to your new pal's antics. If you already have a pug, this book may help answer some of those questions you've had about his behavior or physical needs.

As a lifelong dog-lover and writer who specializes in the subject of dogs, it's my goal to help people get along with the dogs that share their lives. This book will help you by providing pug-specific tips on choosing a puppy, training, health, exercise, and more. Good luck!











Dedication:

To Dr. John and Susan Hamil and Xena the Warrior Pug and Dr G. and Otis





Welcome to
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AS THE OWNER of a particular type of dog — or someone who is thinking about adopting one — you probably have some questions about that dog breed that can't be answered anywhere else. In particular, you want to know what breed-specific health issues and behavioral traits might arise as you plan for the future with your beloved canine family member.

THE EVERYTHING® DOG BREED GUIDES give you clear-cut answers to all your pressing questions. These authoritative books give you all you need to know about identifying common characteristics; choosing the right puppy or adult dog; coping with personality quirks; instilling obedience; and raising your pet in a healthy, positive environment.

THE EVERYTHING® DOG BREED GUIDES are an extension of the bestselling EVERYTHING® series in the pets category, which include The Everything® Dog Book and The Everything® Dog Training and Tricks Book. These authoritative, family-friendly books are specially designed to be one-stop guides for anyone looking to explore a specific breed in depth.

Visit the entire Everything® series at www.everything.com.





BREED SPECIFICATIONS
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According to the American Kennel Club, the pug breed specifications include:


	
General appearance: Pugs are generally one of three colors — silver, apricot-fawn, or black. In silver and apricot-fawn pugs, the colors should contrast between the black mask of the face and the rest of the pug. The trace, or black line extending along the back of the body, should be black.

	
Temperament: Even-tempered, playful, charming, dignified, extroverted and loving

	
Size: Compact, square-shaped, with a wide chest; a “cobby” body with hard, developed muscles. The ideal weight for a male or female pug is 14 to 18 pounds.

	
Head: Large and round, not apple-shaped.

	
Eyes: Very large, round, and dark. The pug is known for its prominent round eyes.

	
Ears: Velvety and thin; should be small. There are two kinds of ears, the “rose” and the “button” (preferred).

	
Muzzle: Should have deep wrinkles. Short, square muzzle with a slightly undershot bite.

	
Coat: Soft, short, and glossy, with fine fur
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Introduction

DOGS AND HUMANS paired off 15,000 or so years ago, and they've been best friends ever since. While the relationship between dogs and humans began as a working partnership, people soon realized the dog's potential simply as a companion. The pug is one of the many breeds developed solely to keep people company and provide entertainment. The pug excels in both these capacities.

Pugs are independent, headstrong, and spunky. They love to play, making them ideal for families with children. Small but sturdy, with a muscular build, they even appeal to people who otherwise wouldn't consider keeping a small dog.

In general, pugs are crazy about people. Most are extremely outgoing, happy to meet strangers, and always ready to play with kids. Some slug pugs live to lie in a lap and eat bonbons, while others are more active, willing to go anywhere and do anything as long as it means being with their people.

The beginning of a perfect day for a pug is sleeping late — under the covers, of course, with his head on the pillow, right next to you. He'll move fast, though, when he hears breakfast being prepared. He eats, plays, naps, plays, goes for a walk, naps some more, and eats again. Eating and spending time with his people are the favorite parts of a pug's day. At night, he goes to bed with you, ready to do it all over again the next day.

This book offers advice on acquiring a pug, as well as tips on housetraining, manners, socialization, nutrition, health, and just about anything else you might need to know to live happily with a pug. A pug is a guaranteed best friend for life. He wants to be with you every minute of every day. If that's what you want in a dog, you can't do better than a pug.
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Meet the Pug

BRED FOR CENTURIES AS A COMPANION, the pug is a dual-personality dog. Content to share a sofa with his people, he is also active and playful. The pug is capable of great charm and dignity, and he wins friends and influences people with his outgoing, loving disposition. And his small size makes him suited to any home, from city pied-a-terre to country estate. With all of those advantages, it's not surprising that the pug is one of the most popular breeds in the United States.


Pug Popularity: A Pleasing Personality

Pugs are completely focused on their people. They'd rather be with you than anyone else in the world. A pug will follow you from room to room, sticking closer than your shadow. It's this strong desire to be with people, combined with a stable, even temperament, that makes the pug so desirable as a companion to adults and mature children alike.

Another characteristic that distinguishes pugs is their sense of humor. They are often described as the clowns of the canine world. If they can make you laugh, they will. That even includes a willingness to wear funny costumes while marching in parades or participating in just-for-fun dog events.

While pugs are generally friendly and outgoing, you will find a range of temperaments in the breed. Some pugs can be shy, introverted, or aggressive, although these characteristics are rare. When you see pugs with these traits, you can almost bet that they weren't well socialized as puppies.

Fortunately, it's rare to nonexistent to find a pug that's snappish. It's not unknown for a pug to bite in self-defense or in the face of severe provocation — being repeatedly hit or teased by a child, for instance. It's more typical of the breed to forgive such a behavior with a smiling face and a wag of the tail. (That doesn't mean, of course, that a pug should have to tolerate such behavior.)

[image: illustration]

[image: illustration]Pugs are popular and friendly. These happy dogs make great companions that will follow you anywhere.

Whether he's bossy, calm, submissive, or mischievous, expect a pug to always want to be with you, especially in your lap. Pugs have been known to accompany their people to work, to shopping malls, and even to restaurants and movie theaters. And the pug's alert nature, small size, and love of people have allowed him to take on the important jobs of therapy dog and hearing dog.

Not surprisingly, the American Kennel Club registered 21,340 pugs in 2003. That places the pug at number twelve in the AKC breed hit-parade, up from number sixteen in 1999 and number fourteen in 2002. Pugs have held steady in the AKC's top twenty breeds for many years.


Pug Needs

With their flat faces, prominent eyes, chunky bodies, curly tails, and playful, loving dispositions, pugs endear themselves to people almost instantly. In return for their affectionate and entertaining companionship, they have certain needs that must be met for their comfort and happiness.
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Pugs are easy to groom, but they do have a few special requirements. Their facial wrinkles and ears must be kept clean to help prevent infections.



Besides regular meals and a sturdy roof over their heads, pugs need consistent training, regular exercise, a comfortable environment, and lots of interaction with their people. The pug that's provided these things can't help but become your best friend.

Training

As with any breed, intelligence and trainability vary from dog to dog, but for the most part pugs are smart and have good memories. If they're properly motivated — usually with food — and kept entertained, they are quick to learn. On the other hand, reliability (to the extent that pugs can become reliable) comes only with frequent repetition over a long period of time.

Expect your pug to learn undesirable behaviors more quickly than good ones. You can counter that tendency by giving your pug plenty of opportunities to do things the right way and few opportunities to get into trouble. Just because your pug is smart doesn't mean he's always going to be well behaved.

Exercise

One of the great things about pugs is their adaptability. They are content to spend much of their time asleep on the sofa while you're at work, but they enjoy outings whenever they're offered. Unlike some breeds, they don't need a brisk daily workout to burn excess energy. A nice stroll through the neighborhood will suit a pug just fine and is important to help prevent obesity, which is common in the breed. Occasionally missing a walk because of bad weather or lack of time isn't a problem. Your pug will be just as satisfied with indoor play.

Pugs are sturdy dogs, capable of going on long walks as long as it's not too hot outdoors. Pugs in good shape have been known to walk distances of up to five miles, but a walk of a mile is a good distance for a pug. In any case, be sensitive to temperature. Pugs don't do well in the heat.

Shelter

One of the attractive qualities of the pug is his small size. If you're one of those people who would like to have a big dog but lack the room, then the pug is definitely a breed to consider. He's the epitome of “a big dog in a small body.” A pug is the ideal breed for apartment and condo dwellers, especially in urban environments. Pugs need and enjoy regular walks, but they don't need a yard. In fact, pugs aren't good “outside dogs” at all. Because of their squashy faces, they're especially sensitive to heat and require a temperature-controlled environment. A pug doesn't need a lot of space, but he does need to be comfortable.

Companionship

Most important, your pug needs lots of love and attention. He's a people-pleasing, people-loving dog, and his greatest joy in life is spending time with you. After all, he's been bred for centuries to do a dog's most important work: serve as a companion. By training your pug and providing him with daily play and exercise, you're not only creating a dog with nice house manners, you're also spending quality time with him. In return, he'll bring you a lot of laughter and happiness.


A Pug by Any Other Name

Theories abound as to the derivation of the pug's name. Because of his studly body, wrinkled head, and association with the Netherlands, the early pug was sometimes called the Dutch mastiff or the Dutch pug. He also went by the name dwarf mastiff, a reference to his small size. Some pug historians suggest that the breed took its name from the marmoset monkeys that were popular pets in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The wrinkled marmosets were often referred to as pugs, and people may have taken to calling the wrinkle-faced dog a pug as well. A nineteenth-century dog writer named J. H. Walsh theorized that the breed name came from the Latin word pugnus, meaning “fist” — the shadow of a clenched fist was said to resemble the pug's profile. In the Netherlands and Germany, the pug's frowning expression gave rise to the nickname “mops” or mopshond, from the Dutch word meaning “to grumble.” That's not to say that the pug is pugnacious, however. He's a lover, not a fighter. In English-speaking countries today, the pug is affectionately nicknamed Puggy, Pugsley, Puggly, Puglet, and any number of similar derivations.


A Brief History of the Pug

Pugs have been companions to people for centuries. Pug fanciers believe the breed has been known for more than 2,400 years, but such claims are difficult to substantiate. It wasn't until the nineteenth century that detailed breeding records became common, and from pictures we know that the breed has changed a great deal just in the past 200 years. What is known is that the breed originated somewhere in Asia. Early pug-type dogs existed in Tibetan monasteries and in the imperial courts of China and Japan.

Pug-type dogs in China were referred to as Lo-Sze, or sometimes as Foo dogs. The Lo-Sze was similar in build to the Pekingese but was distinguished by a short coat and smooth tail.

On the Trade Route

When enterprising European traders made their way to the Far East, these intriguing little dogs captivated them. Dutch and Portuguese merchants are generally credited with bringing the pug to the Western world. Easy to transport and care for, pugs would have made fine cargo to bring back to the royal courts of Europe, where toy breeds led pampered lives as lap dogs, foot warmers, and flea catchers. The unusual pug was sure to find favor.

Find favor he did, not only for his striking looks but also for his loyalty. The pug became the official dog of Holland's House of Orange in 1572 after Pompey, a pug belonging to William the Silent, Prince of Orange, aroused his master from a sound sleep as Spanish soldiers crept through William's camp at Hermigny. Pompey's timely alarm allowed William to escape capture, and the prince vowed never to be without one of the little dogs. A carving of Pompey on William's tomb in Delft Cathedral memorializes the brave pug.
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Queen Victoria kept pugs. She was a noted dog lover, and pugs were among the many breeds that she kept in the royal kennels.



A little more than a century later, pugs were still popular with the House of Orange. In 1688, pugs accompanied William III and his English wife, Mary II, when they sailed from Holland to ascend the English throne after the overthrow of Mary's father, James II. William and Mary's pugs, in turn, overthrew the toy spaniels that had been the favorites of England's Stuart kings.

Soon, everyone wanted a pug, and the breed's popularity continued through the eighteenth century. Among the breed's fans was Josephine Beauharnais, the future empress of Napoleon Bonaparte. Her devoted pug, named Fortune, kept her company while she was imprisoned during the French Revolution, and he served as a messenger, carrying concealed messages to Napoleon.


The Rise of the Modern Pug

After the British sacked the Imperial Palace in Beijing in 1860, several pugs found there were brought to England. Among them were black pugs, a novelty at the time. The pugs from China helped bring about a change in the breed's looks, having shorter legs and flatter faces than the pugs that had been in Europe for the past three centuries. When Britain's Kennel Club was formed in 1873, its first studbook listed sixty-six pugs. The British Pug Dog Club was formed in 1882, and black pugs were first exhibited in an English dog show in 1886.

The first known pugs in the United States arrived after the Civil War. Records show that twenty-four of them made their dog show debut in New York in 1879. The AKC accepted the breed for registration in 1885, making the pug one of the earliest AKC-recognized breeds.

The pug was still prized as a companion in the late nineteenth century, but by the beginning of the twentieth century the fickle public preferred other dogs. In 1926, only fifteen pugs were registered with the AKC. Nonetheless, a few breeders persevered and kept the breed alive in the United States. A group of East Coast pug fanciers formed the Pug Dog Club of America in 1931, and by 1944, 155 dogs were registered. In the 1950s and 1960s, the pug's popularity grew substantially, and the breed has remained a favorite ever since.


Art Affair

As a favorite of royalty and commoner alike, it's not surprising that the pug has been immortalized in various forms of media through the centuries. He has appeared in numerous works of art, from paintings to modern photography. In addition, the pug has played starring and supporting roles on the silver screen and romped through the pages of literature.

Before the advent of photography, people had portraits painted of their loved ones or their prized possessions, including dogs. A painting of a dog could indicate much more than that, however. During the turbulent late seventeenth century, when Protestants and Catholics battled over who would control the British throne, a pug in a portrait served as subtle social commentary, symbolizing that the person portrayed was a supporter of William III over the deposed Catholic monarch James II.
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Many well-known personalities have loved pugs, including Winston Churchill; fashion designer Valentino; and entertainment stars Paula Abdul, Jenna Elfman, Billy Joel, Charlie Sheen, and Denise Richards. The Duke and Duchess of Windsor pandered to their pugs in a way that most pugs can only dream of. Their dogs traveled the world with them and had their own entourage, including a chef and a poop scooper.



Some dogs, of course, appeared in paintings because of their proximity to artist or subject. The British artist William Hogarth was a noted pug lover. Among his works is a self-portrait — The Painter and His Pug — that included his pug, Trump. Forty years later, Spanish court painter Francisco de Goya immortalized the Marquesa de Pontejos and her pug. Through such works of art, we can see not only the pug's role as a companion but also the evolution of the modern pug. Hogarth's dog looks more like a white bulldog than the pug we know today, while the Marquesa's dog looks more like a modern pug.

Early nineteenth-century pug portraits include an engraving from Philip Reinagle's The Sportsman's Cabinet, dated 1803, and an oil portrait entitled Pug in a Landscape, artist unknown, dated 1808. The pugs in these works appear larger than modern pugs and have a distinct muzzle. A later work, Pug, by B. A. Howe, circa 1850, shows a pug with tightly cropped ears, a style that didn't go out of fashion until 1895, when ear-cropping was outlawed in Britain as inhumane.

Paintings also tell us of the pug's stature in society. Pug and Terrier, by John Sargent Noble, shows a clearly well-kept pug wearing an almost-human expression of disdain as he looks down at a lesser dog wearing a begging cup around his neck.

The pug's fun-loving personality shines out in Rover and Puggy. Painted by Charles Burton Barber in 1878, it shows a pug and collie standing amid discarded tennis rackets and balls. Both dogs look as if they're just waiting for someone to start a game.

Most of the pugs portrayed in Victorian and earlier works of art are fawn-colored, but one picture from 1895 portrays a black pug from Queen Victoria's kennel. The dog has a white blaze on the chest, a common characteristic of black pugs at that time. A more modern portrait of a black pug is that of Nero, dated 1986. The artist, Neil Winokur, prepared a triptych of three cibachrome photographs with Nero in the center. He's flanked by his favorite rubber chew toys — a lamb chop and a lady's foot.

Film Works

Besides being companions to entertainers, pugs are entertainment stars in their own right. One of the best-loved films featuring a pug is the 1986 movie The Adventures of Milo and Otis (Otis was the pug). Japanese filmmaker Masanori Hata made this family film about two friends — a pug and a cat — that go on an unanticipated adventure when one falls into a river and is swept downstream and the other follows.

In the 1997 movie Men in Black, an alien named Frank, in the form of a pug (played by seven-year-old Mushu), stole the show from stars Tommy Lee Jones and Will Smith. He made a repeat appearance in the 2002 sequel, Men in Black II, in which Frank becomes an agent partnered with Smith. If you look closely, you'll also find pugs in the movies Pocahontas, Runaway Bride, The Great Race, and Dune.

Pugs Through the Pages

A number of books feature pugs and for good reason: they're funny and photogenic. One of the most laugh-out-loud portrayals of pugs is Clara, The Early Years, by the late Margo Kaufman. Clara was the pug that ruled Kaufman's life, and the book is her uproarious account of life with the imperious pug. In one episode from the book, the author writes: “Five minutes after her arrival, she inspected our junior suite like Leona Helmsley checking to see if the chocolate mints on the pillows were lined up at the right angles.”

In PugSpotting: A True History of How Pugs Saved Civilization, author Susanne McCaffery-Saville explores the historical relationship between pugs and people and discusses how pugs have influenced art, literature, and music.

Pugs in Public, by photographer George Bennett, is a tribute to the pugs that inspire slavish devotion in their people and amusement in all who encounter them. Some of the pugs you'll meet in its pages are Tuck, who spends his days in his owner's art gallery, with a three o'clock break for biscuits at the Four Seasons hotel; Buddy, the quality-control specialist at a bicycle shop; and Pee Wee, who runs things at a chic café.

Another photographer, Jim Dratfield, captures pugs in all their many moods: philosophical, dignified, puzzled, content, and cool. The sepia-toned and full-color photographs include pugs getting married in a Las Vegas chapel, studying the architecture of a Gothic cathedral, and trying on a new toupee.


Pug Alert

If you've read this far, you've probably already been captivated by the pug's comical charm. And who wouldn't be? Pugs are incredibly cute. They're the original party dogs, always ready for a good time and a laugh or two. They love people and will do anything to entertain them. But beware! The pug is addictive. Once you've had a pug, you'll never want to be without one. You may even move into the realm of multiple pugs. To learn more about the pug's physical attributes and personality, read on!
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The Pug Defined

FROM THE FIRST domesticated canine 15,000 years ago, dogs have evolved into an incredible variety of shapes, sizes, and temperaments (witness the pug!). Over the millennia, people molded those dogs into companions and workers. The pug, for one, has always been a companion. Today, each breed has written guidelines, known as standards, that describe how each type of dog should look and act. Here, you'll learn about the pug's appearance and temperament.


The AKC Pug Breed Standard

The dictionary describes the pug as a small, sturdy, compact dog; a breed of Asian origin with a close coat, tightly curled tail, and broad, wrinkled face. That's certainly the breed in a nutshell, but there's a lot more to know about what a pug should look like, how it should be built, and how it should move and act. That's where the breed standard comes in.

What's a breed standard? It's a picture in words that describes what the perfect dog in each breed should be like, detailing the physical and mental qualities that make up a particular breed. Of course, there is no such thing as a perfect dog, but the standard gives breeders something to strive for. It also ensures that a pug looks like a pug and not like a Brussels griffon, a bulldog, or a French bulldog.

Whether you want your pug to be a companion, show dog, or both, the breed standard will help you understand which characteristics are most important for each job. For instance, if your pug will be primarily a family companion, it doesn't matter if his eyes aren't dark enough or his mask isn't well defined. In the show ring, however, those flaws would count against him. By knowing what's behind each requirement in the standard, you can decide which characteristics are most important to you in choosing your pug.

[image: illustration]

[image: illustration]Pugs bred by reputable breeders will conform to the breed standard.


The Overall Picture

The breed standard calls for the pug to be multum in parvo, a Latin phrase meaning “much encompassed in little,” or, to put it another way, “a lot of dog in a small body.” That's an apt description for this breed, which is known for being small but mighty. The pug is a decidedly square dog, with a compact, muscular body supported by strong, straight legs of moderate length. The hindquarters are in balance with the forequarters. The pug should look neither lean and leggy nor short-legged and long-bodied. The breed's ideal weight is fourteen to eighteen pounds, but larger pugs are common. Pugs belong to the AKC's Toy Group, a collection of breeds that, in general, stand no more than fifteen inches high and weigh no more than twenty pounds.
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The only pug to win Best in Show at the Westminster Kennel Club show was Ch. Dhandy's Favorite Woodchuck, in 1981. He was also a two-time winner of the Pug Dog Club of America (PDCA) national specialty, taking Best of Breed in 1980 and 1981.



Round Head

The pug's head is large, massive, and round, but the breed shouldn't be apple-headed — that is, it shouldn't have a domed-top skull that is rounded in all directions. Nor should there be any indentation of the skull. The jaw is wide enough to balance the top of the head; a narrow lower jaw is a flaw.

Bold, dark eyes give this breed a soft expression, but when a pug is excited, his round, lustrous eyes are full of fire. The breed standard describes the eyes as dark, very large, bold and prominent, and globular in shape, with a solicitous expression. Solicitous is a good word to use with the pug. This is a dog that's always soliciting you for attention or food! Large, deep wrinkles crease the pug's face, and the short muzzle is blunt and square. The muzzle shouldn't be upfaced (a term meaning that the lower jaw is positioned upward). A pug's bite — the relative position of the upper and lower teeth when the jaws are closed — should be just slightly undershot, meaning the front teeth of the lower jaw overlap the front teeth of the upper jaw.

At the sound of his name, a pug twitches his small, thin ears, which are described as being soft as velvet. The pug's ear comes in one of two shapes: button, which is preferred, or rose. A button ear is defined as one in which the ear flap folds forward, with the tip lying close to the skull so as to cover the opening. A rose ear folds over and back, revealing the burr, or inside of the ear. Either type of ear should be small and neatly folded so it doesn't detract from the head's overall round appearance.

Square Body

The height of the pug from floor to withers should equal the dog's length from forechest to tail. The pug has a slightly arched neck that's strong and thick, long enough to carry the head proudly. The cobby body is wide in the chest. The shoulders are moderately laid back. The back is short, level from the withers to the high tail set. Speaking of the tail, it's curled as tightly as possible over the hip. A tail with a double curl is perfection.


[image: illustration]

“Cobby” means short-bodied and compact. “Layback” is the angle of the shoulder blade when viewed from the side. The withers are the dog's shoulders. “Tail set” refers to how the base of the tail sets on the rump. In the case of the pug, the tail is set high.



The pug's body is supported by strong, straight, and moderately long legs. The elbows (where the forelegs bend) should be directly beneath the withers when the dog is viewed from the side. The pasterns (the area of the foreleg between the wrist and toes) are strong, neither steep nor down. This means that the pasterns aren't set at an incorrect angle, one that's too high or too low.

The rear legs have a moderate bend of stifle (the knee) and short hocks (the heels) that are perpendicular to the ground. When a pug is viewed from behind, the rear legs are parallel. The thighs and rear end are full and muscular. Pug feet have well split-up toes with black nails. In shape, they're neither long nor round, but somewhere in between. Usually the dewclaws are removed when a puppy is still very young. This helps prevent injury to the eyes.

Movement

The pug moves with a gait that's free, self-assured, and jaunty. It's a rhythmic two-beat, diagonal gait in which the feet at opposite ends of the body strike the ground together. There's a slight roll of the hips from side to side. Viewed from the front, the forelegs should be carried well forward, with the paws landing squarely and the central toes straight ahead. The hind legs should follow in line with the front. You shouldn't see any turning in or out at the joints.

Coat and Color

Covering the body is a coat that's fine, smooth, soft, short, and shiny. The pug's coat should never be hard or woolly.

The breed comes in three colors: silver, apricot-fawn, and black. Silver and apricot-fawn pugs sport a black mask and ears, the more well defined the better. Some pugs bear a black thumb- or diamond-shaped mark on the forehead. You may occasionally see a trace along the back, a black line extending from the occiput (the back part of the skull) to the tail. The mask and markings should be as black as possible.

Silver pugs are rarely seen. The silver color has been described as cold stone with silver hairs. A silver pug has no black hairs on the body (with the exception of the mask and ears). Fawn or apricot-fawn pugs have a warm, clear coat color with no black hairs on the body except for the mask, ears, and the trace along the spine. A black pug can appear blue-black or rusty black. The blue-black coat is preferred.

Temperament

A pug's temperament is just as important and just as distinctive to the breed as all the other elements combined. The ideal pug is even-tempered, stable, and playful. He exhibits great charm, dignity, and a loving, outgoing disposition.

Black pugs can have very different personalities from their silver and apricot-fawn siblings. Some pug lovers describe them as almost a breed apart. They are creative, to put it mildly, in deciding how they will respond to commands, but in competition they have the ability to deliver an exemplary performance — should they so choose. A black pug can be assertive and challenging to live with, but lovable nonetheless.


Faults and Disqualifications

Faults are weaknesses that can cost a pug points in the show ring. A structural fault involves the way the dog is put together or the way it moves. A cosmetic fault is aesthetic in nature, affecting only the dog's appearance.

Faults range from the superficial to the serious, although they may not affect a pug's ability to be a good companion, except as they relate to your personal preference. The following list includes examples of faults that might be seen in the pug:


	Lean and leggy body

	Long body with short legs

	Apple-shaped head

	Wry mouth (one in which the teeth or tongue are showing)

	Overbite

	Long nose, one that sticks out from under the nose wrinkle

	Small white spot (or spots) on the chest or toes

	Hard or woolly coat

	Straight legs that don't turn in or out at the joints

	Tail that doesn't curl



A disqualification is a serious flaw that makes a pug ineligible for the show ring. A pug with disqualifications should not be bred. The following conditions or faults are disqualifications for pugs:


	Unilateral or bilateral cryptorchid (one or both testicles are undescended)

	Viciousness or extreme shyness

	Albinism

	Brindle coloring




The Versatile Pug

One of the many virtues of the pug is its adaptability. The pug can be a family friend, show dog, obedience or agility competitor, or therapy dog. All of these aspects can be found in a single pug, or you may have a dog that excels in only one or two of them. Whatever the case, the following information will help you find the pug that's just right for you.

What you want in a dog will determine the type of pug you look for. The qualities of a companion dog vary, depending on your lifestyle and whether you have children. A show dog, of course, must have a certain appearance and personality. A pug that excels in the obedience ring may have a very different personality and physical abilities than one that excels in agility or as a therapy dog. Decide what you want in a pug before you start looking at puppies.

The Family Pug

Your family dog is a big investment, and you should want to get the most for your money. A pug that's going to be a family companion should have a calm, stable temperament. He should come from parents that have this same temperament and that have health certifications indicating healthy eyes. Ideally, a puppy's parents have proven themselves to be good examples of the breed by earning a championship in the show ring.

Even the best-quality pugs don't produce all show-quality pups, however. Don't be concerned if the puppy you're interested in is labeled “pet-quality.” That term doesn't mean substandard. It simply means that the dog doesn't have what it takes to compete successfully in the show ring. He can, however, be a winner in your home.

The Show Pug

Show pugs, besides having the potential for excellent conformation — it's impossible to know for sure at eight weeks of age, no matter what a breeder may tell you — have a charisma that's obvious even in puppyhood. Dog-show judges often say that the dogs they choose are “asking for the win,” and it's this level of appeal that can help ensure a show dog's winning career. If you want to show your pug, choose a pup with no obvious disqualifications and only minor faults. Naturally, the parents should have the same health certifications you would expect if you were buying a family dog. They should have proven themselves in the show ring by earning a championship.


[image: illustration]

Conformation is the form and structure of a dog as defined by the breed standard. A conformation show is a competitive event where dogs compete in several classes at various levels to determine the one that most closely resembles the breed standard. Dogs that earn the required number of points earn the title of champion.



Performance Pug

Pugs aren't the most athletic of dogs, but they are certainly capable of competing in various canine sports, including obedience trials, agility trials, freestyle, and tracking (yes, tracking!) tests. Any pug, family companion or show dog, can participate in these types of events if it has positive training, a patient owner, and a love of performing in public. The only possible bars to a pug's performance in canine sports are structural or movement faults that might affect, say, its ability to jump or run well.

Therapy Pug

It's well known that simply petting a dog can lower blood pressure. A visit from a dog to patients at nursing homes and hospitals can raise spirits and soothe agitation. Therapy dogs, or facility dogs as they're sometimes called, receive training from organizations such as Therapy Dog International, the Delta Society Pet Partners, and Love on a Leash. Therapy dogs don't need formal obedience training, but they are expected to have certain skills. These include being able to meet strangers in a friendly manner, sit politely for petting, walk nicely on leash, walk through crowds, be comfortable around walkers and crutches, and get along well with other dogs.

Not surprisingly, the good-natured and comical pug is a natural at therapy work. Pugs enjoy meeting people and love being petted. Their ability to learn tricks and willingness to play dress-up can earn them smiles, laughter, and applause as they make their rounds, all of which are strokes to the pug's healthy ego.

Besides being personable, pugs have other advantages that make them good therapy dogs. Their short coats are easy to groom, so they're good to go on short notice. They're small enough to be portable, yet still sturdy enough to withstand all the handling they'll receive. All of these traits and attributes combine to make the pug a desirable and successful therapy dog. Therapy work is a great way to spread the pug love around.


Understanding the Pug Character

Pugs love everyone. That's a given. Individual pugs, however, display a range of personalities, from laidback and cuddly to wild and crazy. So before you begin your search for a pug, decide what type of personality best suits you and your family. A mismatch can mean unhappiness for you and the dog.

Think long and hard about what you want in a dog. If you prefer a mild-mannered dog, be sure to tell the breeder so, because an ebullient pug will lead you a merry and exhausting dance. Be aware that an active, assertive pug puppy is likely to retain those characteristics into adulthood. And know that the shy pug that sits in the corner won't magically turn into a confident, outgoing dog once you take him home.

In general, however, you'll find that pugs are comical, mischievous, sweet, and loving. They retain their toddler-like enjoyment of life long into maturity. Even old pugs still get a thrill out of playing with a stuffed animal or acting goofy.

Pug Mania

Expect your pug to greet people by jumping up and down frantically until he's noticed. A pug won't stand for being ignored. He will bug people relentlessly until properly acknowledged. Some pugs are so excited to see visitors that they'll twirl around and snort to express their pleasure for a good ten minutes before choosing a lap to grace with their presence.

On the surface, a pug might seem like a laidback kind of dog, but that's before you've seen him in action. When the mood strikes them, pugs tuck their butts down and streak through the house or around the yard, tail out, ears flying, and a big grin on their face. This common pug antic is referred to as low-riding, the pug scuttle, or in some households, the Pugtona 500.

Victorian novelist George Eliot gives perhaps the best description of life with a pug. Writing to a friend about the pug he had bought for her, she says, “I wish you could see him in his best pose — when I have arrested him in a violent career of carpet-scratching — and he looks at me with forelegs very wide apart, trying to penetrate the deep mystery of this arbitrary, not to say capricious, prohibition. He is snoring by my side at this moment, with a serene promise of remaining quiet for any length of time: he couldn't behave better if he had been expressly educated for me.”

Pugs and Children

Pugs love kids. A pug's rowdy, mischievous nature makes him a good partner in crime for the right child, and unlike most dogs, pugs love playing dress-up. Pugs are small, which is appealing to children, but they're sturdy enough to make good playmates for mature children. A pug will greet roughhousing with a grin, but that doesn't mean he should have to tolerate children who pull his ears and tail or poke him in the eye.

Before you get a pug, consider whether your child is old enough to interact with a dog. This breed is best suited to playing with children who are at least six years old. If you have younger children in your household, teach them how to pet the dog nicely, and always supervise all interaction between young children and pugs to prevent them from hurting one another.

Pugs and Other Pets

When it comes to company, other pugs are best (at least in the mind of a pug). If there aren't any available, pugs are just as happy with other dogs or cats. With its tendency to be bossy, the pug may even become the leader of the pet pack, in spite of the size or age of other animals. Pugs have been known to chase cats, sometimes obsessively, but most cats are well able to put a single pug in its place very quickly (so keep Kitty's nails trimmed to prevent pug eye injuries). In general, however, you'll find that pugs are accepting and loving toward most other animals. If you have a larger dog, you'll need to supervise play so your pug doesn't get hurt accidentally.


What to Expect

Expect a pug's personality and activity level to develop as the dog matures. Almost all puppies are active, outgoing, and even hyper. Those little flat noses are into everything. When they're not exploring, pugs want to be with people — right beside them, in their lap, or directly beneath or on their feet.

As pugs mature, a stage that can last from two to four years, they tend to mellow. It's not as important to run off the energy, to bark at every imaginary burglar, or to express an opinion on every little thing that goes on inside or outside the home. Until then, however, expect them to run around the house, bounce off the furniture, jump on people and other pets, and in general behave like the wacky, fun-loving dogs they are.

Finally, be prepared for a pug's idiosyncrasies. For instance, most people know that pugs snore, but they don't realize just how loud they can be. If you're already used to someone snoring in bed with you, a pug probably won't be a problem, but if you like quiet when you sleep, it's definitely something to consider.

Pugs are also flatulent. There's a reason some people nickname their pugs “Fartdog.” They will emit smelly gas, and there's not really much you can do about it. If you have a sensitive nose, be sure you're willing to live with the pug's emissions.
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