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PREFACE

It is said that the average bass angler spends 90 percent of his time in waters less than ten feet deep. The shallows are, indeed, the home of many largemouth. If the right habitat and water characteristics exist in a body of water, most of the population may be there, regardless of weather conditions.

Feeding in extreme cold or hot weather may be minimal, but shallow water bass do function. “Temperature Shock” seems to draw them tighter to preferred habitat. Various other factors affect the interest of the largemouth in striking a lure, but knowing where they may be found is a beginning to enjoying some shallow water fun.

Locating thin-water habitats does not solve the entire problem. Correct lure presentation and technique will assure the action. This book will consider the places in which shallow water largemouth are found and will focus upon the various types of habitat.

Most importantly, this book will talk productive tactics for use in specific habitats. It will identify particular methods that could be successfully applied to places with shallow waters. Shallow Water Bass will help the reader find and catch them!



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

In 30 years of fishing, Larry Larsen has literally covered the global range of bass in their pursuit. He has caught bass ranging from lakes near the Canadian border southward 3,500 miles to Lake Yojoa in Honduras. His relentless pursuit has extended across the hemisphere as far east as Cuba’s Treasure Lake and westward 6,000 miles to the plantation lakes in the Hawaiian Islands.

Larry Larsen’s angling adventures and research on the black bass have been extensive throughout the southern and midwestern states. He has served as a guide on several waters in Florida and in Texas and currently lives on Lake John in Lakeland. He frequently fishes shallow waters where he has caught and released well over 100 bass exceeding 5 pounds, primarily on artificial lures. His personal best largemouth weighed over 12 pounds, and the top lunker hauled over his boat’s gunnel hit the scales at 15 pounds, 3 ounces.

Writing about bass fishing for over 14 years, Larry Larsen has studied all aspects of the fish, and the ways to catch them. The author has been a frequent contributor on bass subjects to Outdoor Life, Sports Afield, Fishing Facts, Field & Stream, and Florida Sportsman. Over 350 of Larsen’s magazine articles on bass fishing have been published in 30 different publications, including credits in Bassin’, Bassmaster, U.S. Bass, and other major outdoor magazines. His first book Follow The Forage For Better Bass Angling, was acclaimed by outdoor scribes throughout the country and proved to be a big success with bass anglers everywhere. That Bass Anglers’ Guide To Understanding Feeding Activity And Improving The Catch is still helping readers become better bass anglers.
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Larry Larsen’s photography has appeared on the covers of many national publications. He is a member of the Outdoor Writers Association of America (OWAA), the Southeastern Outdoor Press Association (SEOPA), and is currently President of the Florida Outdoor Writers Association (FOWA). He is a graduate of Wichita State University and has attained a Master’s Degree from Colorado State University.
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Larry Larsen and the focus of his pursuit.

Very few other professionals in this country have written more on the bass. His writings detail highly productive fish catching methods and special techniques. He believes in explaining to readers the latest and very best tactics to find and catch bass anywhere. The basis of finding shallow water bass and using the appropriate techniques to catch them is presented in this book as an extension of that philosophy.

Anglers that apply the information contained within these covers, on marshes, estuaries, reservoirs, lakes, creeks, or small ponds, will greatly benefit. The book details productive tactics for both the novice and weekend “expert” to apply to their thin-water angling. Numerous photographs and figures help define the optimal locations and methods to go about catching America’s most popular game fish.



INTRODUCTION

SHALLOW WATER CONCEPTS


CATCHING SHALLOW WATER largemouth is not particularly difficult. Catching lots of them usually is. Even more challenging to most anglers is catching lunker-size bass in seasons other than during the spring spawn. It doesn’t have to be though.

Most professional anglers, many guides, some weekend fishermen, and even a few outdoor writers have learned to consistently catch bass of significant size. They are smart enough to study the current conditions of a lake or river and quickly develop a concept to establish a productive pattern. They know of the relationship between the vegetated areas and the largemouth bass.

Numerous patterns have been successful at one time or another for most anglers. Exploring all possible shallow water patterns is not the intent of this book. Teaching a fisherman, whether beginner or “weekend pro”, to develop a systematic approach to consistently locating largemouth, is my focus. If the reader can understand the concepts presented herein and then utilize them while on the water, he should become a better angler.

These pages explore the various water types found throughout the country. They address shallow water structures and present ways to locate concentrations of fish, and techniques to increase the size of your bass catch. Part I sets the “global” stage for discussions of specific habitat in Part II.

If you only have time to thoroughly read one chapter, then consider Chapter 8, Larsen’s “Flora Factor”. The basis of a productive shallow water fishing system is detailed in those pages. A complete analysis procedure, including the theory and understanding behind each component, is presented. Those “words of wisdom” should be worth the price of the book.
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Shallow water cover is usually full of aquatic insects which attract small forage fish, and although the hang-ups in more densely vegetated areas may frustrate the caster, more bass are available.

Most of the concepts, in part at least, are not new; the detailed explanation of an analytical procedure to develop productive patterns is. Try to understand the reasoning behind Larsen’s “Flora Factor”. You’ll be a better angler for it.

Location considerations and specific techniques to take bass from shallow water cover are presented in the second half of this book. Each particular type of habitat is explored. Common and unique methods to use in specific habitats are presented.

Over twenty figures illustrate graphically many of the techniques presented in the book. Photos are used extensively to further help the reader develop an understanding of the concepts presented.

Once bass are located, presentation in aquatic vegetation is often the key to taking huge stringers of fish from the so-called “weed-choked” waters. The really good anglers are seldom puzzled under such circumstances. They can catch fish from highly vegetated waters. The shallow water plant life is here to stay, and if you expect to consistently catch (and release) a bunch of bass, you’ll have to learn to fish that habitat.



CHAPTER 1


MARSHES AND SWAMPS


THIN-WATER WETLANDS FOR NEGLECTED BASS


MANY MARSH AREAS and small sloughs exist around the country. Some of the better spots cannot be seen from a bayou or dike, and most have seemingly no approach by deep water. One often has to “blaze” a trail to these, through marsh underbrush and thick vegetation which may stand head tall.

You won’t find a lot of people back in the shallow marshes either because it is often a lot of hard work to reach the right areas. The waters can be exceptionally clear. There aren’t usually a lot of big bass in these waters but don’t be too surprised to catch an occasional one. The majority of marsh bass will run up to 1 1/2 pounds.

As expected, wildlife of all kinds thrive in the shallow marsh plain. Alligators inhabit these areas, in addition to raccoons, armadillos, bobcats, wild hogs, deer and snakes. This is particularly important to those of us who wade such areas or use very small boats. Fortunately, my eight-foot Water Spider has an ample freeboard.

Marshlands exist all along the Gulf Coast and lower Atlantic, where bayous abound. Marshes usually are present in the flood plain of most major river systems emptying into salt water. Marsh, swamp, and “prairie” potholes are typical of many natural lowland waters that have difficult access.

Shallow, thin-draft, flat bottom boats are probably the best means of transportation in a marsh. They can be poled, pushed, or pulled through the extremely shallow “wet spots” to reach slightly deeper, more productive waters.
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Many wildlife refuges are marsh-like and it requires special effort or transportation to get to productive areas. Marshlands exist all along the coastal plains, and some major river systems that empty into saltwater also have their beginnings in swampy, lowland areas.

PRAIRIE HOLES


Many natural lakes are surrounded by “wet” prairie marsh. During normal water conditions, the shallow prairie may have water over most of it. Some holes dropping in depth to 6 or 8 feet may be present for the adventurous explorer with a lightweight boat.

Grass is often abundant throughout a prairie section and it may be, for the most part, impenetrable. Boat trails may exist in some areas. When drought conditions are present though, those boat trails may be useless. Marsh holes are then inaccessible to all, except perhaps to those with 4-wheel drive swamp buggies. Many of these holes might not be fished at all for a couple of years, so big bass may be waiting.

Southern guides have caught big fish from many open water “holes”, and credit goes to the alligator for making such waters great. Since early days, huge gators have burrowed their way through the shallow grass patches to their lakeside residences. This constant traffic has kept down growth of aquatic vegetation in several of these areas, making for slightly deeper water and the formation of small coves.

A marsh’s highly unusual, “irregular” shoreline is often the result of alligator movement and bass love the custom-built terrain. Seldom does there appear to be evidence of an alligator problem, only the benefits from their earlier presence. The reptiles still exist in swampy prairies around the Deep South, but they pose little consequence to the bass anglers.

MARSH COMPARTMENTS


Freshwater marshes are often compartmentalized. Bass fishing within them can be excellent during high water levels. The water level may also be manipulated by control structures in some levees. A periodic “drawdown” to control aquatic weed growth is often used. When the gates are open, the shallow portions dry out and so does the bass fishing.

A refuge normally consists of impounded marshes and lagoons. The water may be brackish and is generally shallow. Waters in the interior of most refuges contain a good population of bass though. Many are small, but occasionally nice lunkers up to nine or ten pounds are hauled from the swamps by knowledgeable fishermen.

Often, points of access are by dikes which have narrow car trails (sometimes paths), winding over the refuge. These trails, usually built to aid duck hunters in reaching blinds, provide convenient bank spots for land-bound anglers.


BLACK WATER SWAMPS


Swamp land waters can be very dark from the tannic acid emitted by cypress trees and other flora. In dark waters, anglers can generally catch more fish. The poor water clarity covers up angler mistakes, and we all make them. Fish are usually closer to the surface, which allows fishermen to have a better chance at fooling some of them. Since most fishermen are better “catchers” in shallow water, their opportunity to battle some fish is improved in the low visibility waters.
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Shallow swamps are often crammed with lily pads which provide the necessary ingredients for some exciting bass fishing. The pads are often the only cover in the neglected waters. The successful angler can avoid the crowds and catch plenty of bass by learning how to fish marsh waters.

The water depth to cast these lures into should be between 15 inches and 8 feet, according to most successful “swamp rats”. Reeds or other aquatic vegetation, along with fallen timber or brush in three to four feet of water, are prime spots. Dark waters are particularly productive in the spring and fall. The edges of lily pads and water hyacinths are good springtime haunts of largemouth bass.

During winter, colder surface water temperatures drive bass deeper. The low visibility water does, however, provide an insulation to the weather. Largemouth bass will remain shallower in darker waters. Don’t overlook dark water when the weather cools. Put your lure in it, but be careful. Something may just take it away from you!

FINDING REMOTE WATERS


While fishing any area that has numerous connecting bodies of shallow water, certain things help me find the better spots. An important starting point is the more remote and out-of-the-way waters.

It may not be pleasant to trudge several hundred yards through brush, trees, or marsh grass to fish when there’s a nice body of water right next to where you parked your vehicle, but believe me, it’s worth it. The more remote and inaccessible the body of water is, the less fishing pressure it gets. And this holds true for all types of water.
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