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    Foreword 






    The topics of the resurrection and the afterlife always have generated a great

 deal of speculation. People want to know when it will occur, how it will be

 done, how it will affect them, and whether such things really will happen or

 not. 

    






    How we view these two topics affects how we live our lives. We want to know why

 we were created. We understand from our daily lives that nothing can exist

 without a purpose (even if we do not know what it is). Since we exist, we must

 have some purpose. But what is it? How can we discover it? And once we discover it, what should we do? 

    






    While asking such questions, others come up: Why is there so much injustice in

 the world? Why do dictators and tyrants enjoy themselves while the innocent

 suffer under their boots? Why do some people revel in luxury while others die

 from a lack of food or medicine? Where is the justice? Is God deaf? Did He

 leave after setting everything in motion? Is He no longer interested in us?

 Does He even exist?  

    






    On a less abstract level, our acceptance or rejection of the resurrection and

 the afterlife affect how we conduct our daily lives. If there is no judgment

 and resurrection, what is the point in being honest, nice to others, concerned

 with others’ welfare, and trying to live an upright life? Without judgment there can be no

 reward or punishment, and so the most reasonable decision would be to make the

 most of our lives here and look out for ourselves. Why should we worry about

 eternal consequences when there are none? 

    






    But what about our loved ones and friends who have died? Will we ever see them

 again, or have they passed into eternal annihilation? How can children be

 consoled if one of their parents dies? How can elderly people be consoled while

 watching their family members and friends die one by one? How can our societies function if everyone is out for his or her own enjoyment, indulging their material and lustful needs without a thought for anyone else, and worrying only about themselves? Without belief in the resurrection and the afterlife, how can we survive? 

    






    But if there is a resurrection and a judgment, we have to look at the world in a totally different way. We must prepare ourselves for that day by doing what the Qur’an and the Prophet tell us to do: do good deeds, help and care about others, fight injustice and oppression, bring the carnal self under control, and seek to fulfill our

 obligations to God Almighty. People will control themselves and help others, which results in social peace and cooperation. People will no longer be sad when their loved ones die, for they know

 that they will see them in the eternal hereafter. And, because they have learned why they were created and what is expected of them, their minds and souls will be at rest, which allows them to live happy and productive lives dedicated to worshipping God and helping their fellow human beings. 






    Ali Ünal, basing himself on the Qur’an and Said Nursi’s Risale-i Nur, explains such topics and answers many other questions related to the resurrection and the afterlife. In short, he relates that the Qur’an says life is a test for humanity. We are here to prepare ourselves for our future—and eternal—life either in Paradise or Hell. The definitions of “good” and “bad,” “allowed” and “forbidden,” were made crystal clear by Prophet Muhammad’s life—his words, actions, ideas, practices, and so on. Given this knowledge, we must

 decide what to do with it, for we where we will spend eternity depends upon our

 choice.  

    






    According to Islam, human life has no meaning without the resurrection. How can there be testing if the earned reward or punishment cannot be bestowed in its entirety? How can there be purpose if

 people are born, live, and die, and are not judged for their deeds? How can

 there be justice if everybody is treated in the same way? But as this temporary, material world cannot manifest God’s rewards and punishments fully, as the temporary cannot contain the eternal,

 there must be another world in which these rewards and punishments can be manifested in their entirety. That other world is the Hereafter, which we can reach only by being resurrected and judged by God. 








    CHAPTER 1 
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    The Meaning of Existence  






    and Life 






    
 






    
 






    The Meaning of Existence and Life  






    Said Nursi, one of the greatest thinkers of the twentieth century, presents the following

 argument for God’s Unity and Existence: There are two ways to explain how a seed germinates

 underground to grow into an elaborate plant or tree, and how a sperm [and egg] grows into a human being. First, each innumerable particle operative in the growth process individually knows its place, functions, and environment, as well as its relations with all of the organism’s other particles, cells, and larger wholes. Second, One Who has that vast knowledge employs them in the growth process and the formation of all living or non-living

 entities.  

    






    The following scientific experiment, reported in Discover (20 August 1993), clarifies this significant argument:  

    






    Overbeck and his co-workers at the Baylor College of Medicine in Houston were trying to practice some gene therapy techniques by seeing if

 they could convert albino mice into colored ones. The researcher injected a

 gene essential to the production of the pigment melanin into the single-cell

 embryo of an albi no mouse. Later they bred that mouse’s offspring, half of which carried the gene on one chromosome of a chromosome pair. Classic Mendelian genetics told them that roughly a quarter of the grandchildren should carry the gene on both chromo somes—should be ‘homozygous’, in the language of genetics—and should therefore be colored.






    But the mice never got a chance to acquire color. ‘The first thing we noticed,’ says Overbeck, “was that we were losing about 25% of the grandchildren within a week after they

 were born.”
 

    






    The explanation: The melanin-related gene that his group injected into the albino mouse embryo had inserted itself into a completely unrelated gene. An unfamiliar stretch of DNA in the middle of a gene wrecks that gene’s ability to get its message read. So in the mice, it seems whatever protein the gene coded for went unproduced, whatever function the protein had went undone, and the stomach,

 heart, liver, and spleen all wound up in the wrong place. Somehow, too, the kidneys and pancreas were damaged, and that damage is apparently what killed the mice.  

    






    Overbeck and his colleagues have already located the gene on a particular mouse

 chromosome and are now trying to pin down its structure. That will tell them something about the structure of the protein the gene encodes, how the protein works, and when and

 where it is produced as the gene gets ‘expressed’, or turned on, “Is the gene expressed everywhere, or just on the left side of the embryo or just on the right side?” Overbeck wonders, “And when does it get expressed?”
 






    These questions will take Overbeck far from the gene-transfer experiment. “We think there are at least 100,000 genes,” he points out, “so the chances of this happening were literally one in 100,000.” 


    






    There is no trial and error in nature 






    It will take thousands of tests and thousands of mice’s lives to carry out this experiment successfully. However, there is no trial and error in nature. Any tree seed lying under the soil, provided that it faces no impediment, germinates and becomes a tree. Likewise, a

 human embryo grows into a living, conscious being equipped with intellectual

 and spiritual faculties.  

    






    The human body is a miracle of symmetry and of asymmetry. Scientists know how an embryo develops in the womb to form such symmetry

 and asymmetry. What they do not know is how a particle, which reaches the

 embryo through the mother and functions as a building block to form the body,

 can distinguish between right and left, determine each organ’s place, insert itself in the exact place of a certain organ, and understand the extremely complicated relations and requirements among cells and organs. This is so complicated a process that, for example, if a single particle meant for the right eye’s pupil went to the ear, it could lead to malfunction or even death.  

    






    In addition, all animate beings are made from the same elements (soil, air, and

 water) and are similar to each other in their bodily members and organs. Yet

 they are almost completely different from each other in their bodily features,

 visage, character, desires, and ambitions. Each individual is so unique that he or she can be identified absolutely by his or her fingerprints.  

    






    How can we explain this? There can be no third alternative. Either each particle

 does this on its own, or else it is done by a Creator. However far back we go to ascribe this to cause and effect and heredity, these two alternatives remain valid.  






    This argument, frequently emphasized by Said Nursi, may lose its appeal when one objects: “Since everything takes place according to a certain program and the principle of cause and effect, why does a particle need to know all of this information?” However, such an objection means trying to find an explanation for existence from within existence, which is not acceptable, for it does not explain

 how the first creation took place.

    






    The universe is an inseparable whole






    Materialistic science, whether biology or physics, reflects upon existence from within and is dazzled by the universe’s apparent self-organization. Everything appears to happen according to certain principles and the law of cause and effect.  






    Materialistic science, which ascribes creativity to causality, is based on radical fragmentation. It considers nature a mechanism with no inherent value and meaning, and thus isolates an object by cutting

 off its connections with the rest of the world. If we look at the created world as it really is, not as we wish to see it, it becomes clear that the universe is an inseparable whole. All of its beings, on whatever level, are interrelated, interconnected, and interdependent, like concentric or intersecting circles. The discoveries of modern physics point toward this unity, an unbroken wholeness that denies the materialistic fragmentation of the world into separate and independent parts.  






    Quantum physics holds that every particle is linked to the rest of the universe and cannot be isolated from it. This oneness includes human beings. For this reason, a cause can produce an effect only if it can produce the whole universe in which that effect takes place, for that effect cannot exist without the whole universe. Whatever causes a flower’s seed to exist must be responsible for the flower itself, as well as for the apparent causes of its existence: air, water, sunlight, and soil. Given their interdependence, whatever causes a flower to exist must be responsible for a tree. And, given their

 interrelation, whatever causes a tree to exist must be responsible for the

 forest, and so on. 

    






    Such interconnectedness means that all things in the universe, regardless of the distance separating them, help each other. This mutual helping is comprehensive. For example, air, water, fire, soil, the sun, the sky, and everything else help humanity in an extraordinarily prearranged manner. This is also true of the individual’s bodily cells, members, and systems, all of which cooperate to keep him or her alive. Soil, air, water, heat, and underground bacteria cooperate to maintain plant life. This cooperation and mutual helping, observed among unconscious beings but displaying knowledge and conscious purpose, cannot be attributed to lifeless, blind, and ignorant causes. 






    In addition, the universe’s splendid harmony, organization, and order require an all-encompassing knowledge, will, and power. To create a

 single atom and put it in its exact place requires an all-encompassing

 knowledge, will, and power that can create the whole cosmos. This is clearly

 beyond the ability of a cause that is blind, impotent, transient, and

 dependent, as well as devoid of knowledge, will, and power.  

    






    Moreover, what we call causes or the law of causality have only nominal existence. In other words, they have no external, material

 existence. If we ask those who attribute creation to causality or causes how a flower is created, they cannot respond that water, soil, and sunlight make it. They must explain how soil or water or

 sunlight know exactly what to do, how they do it, and what qualities they have

 that enable a flower to grow. 

    






    Matter and chance 






    If we say that matter is the source or originator of existence, we have to

 accept that lifeless, blind, deaf, mute, and ignorant matter has an

 all-encompassing knowledge. Otherwise, how could it create such a perfectly

 functioning and interdependent universe? Is such a proposition so irrefutable

 that the existence of a Creator having an all-encompassing knowledge, will, and

 power can be denied? 

    






    According to the principles of classical physics and of new physics, matter is changeable and susceptible to external intervention. Thus it cannot be eternal or capable of origination. Also, can matter create beings and bestow them with characteristics that it does not possess, such as sentient life, knowledge, power, and consciousness? 






    Materialists, however, see things differently—they do not see different things. They ask us to believe that this cosmos, whose innate order and harmony they do not deny, is the work of chance, of chaos and disorder, of sheer accident. Then they ask us to believe that it is sustained by the mechanistic interplay of causes—which even they cannot determine or explain with certainty—that are themselves created, impotent, ignorant, transient, and purposeless. Somehow, through laws that appeared out of nowhere, such causes produced the orderly works of art of symphonies of harmony and

 equilibrium that surround us. 

    






    But just look at the universe’s purposive arrangement, organization, and harmony. Can we seriously entertain the idea that all of it

 was caused by chance or coincidence? There are trillions of cells in a human

 body, each of which contains about one million proteins. The possibility of a protein occurring by chance are infinitesimally small. Without One Who has the power of choice to prefer its existence and the absolute power to create; Who has an

 absolute, all-comprehensive knowledge to prearrange its relations with other

 proteins, with the cell and all bodily parts, and place it just where it must

 be, a single protein cannot exist. The following experiment proves this point: 

    






    Suppose you take ten pennies and mark them from 1 to 10. Put them in your pocket

 and give them a good shake. Now try to draw them out in sequence from 1 to 10,

 putting each coin back in your pocket after each draw. Your chance of drawing

 No. 1 is 1 in 10. Your chance of drawing 1 and 2 in succession would be 1 in

 100. Your chance of drawing 1, 2, and 3 in succession would be 1 in 1,000. Your chance of drawing 1, 2, 3, and 4 in succession would be 1 in 10,000 and so on, until your chance of drawing from No. 1 to No. 10 in succession would reach the

 unbelievable figure of one chance in 10 billion. 

    






    The object in dealing with so simple a problem is to show how enormously figures

 multiply against chance. 

    






    So many essential conditions are necessary for life on our earth that it is

 mathematically impossible that all of them could exist in proper relationship

 by chance on any one earth at one time. Therefore, there must be in nature some

 form of intelligent direction. If this be true, then there must be a purpose.1 
 






    Attributing creative power to nature, natural laws, matter, or to such notions

 as chance and necessity, is a personal opinion that has nothing to do with an

 objective, scientific investigation. Similarly, denying the Creator is not an act of reason but an act of will. In short, such assertions are no more than attempts to distribute the Creator’s properties among the created so that human beings can set themselves up as absolute owners and rulers of whatever they possess and are. 






    What a falling stone means2 
 






    To have a clearer understanding of this issue, consider the law of general gravity, an undeniably established scientific fact. Observations and

 experiments have shown that any two objects attract each other or exert force upon each other in proportion to their masses and in inverse proportion to the square of the distance between

 them. 

    






    The force of attraction (gravity) operates in such events as a falling object and the Earth’s revolving around the sun. Science presents gravity as if it were the cause of

 such events. However, gravity is only a concept used to explain those events.

 In other words, there is an attraction observed between objects. To explain this attraction, we give it a name (for example, the law or force of

 gravitation) and think that we have explained everything. We follow the same approach when dealing with all other things and “natural” events. 






    Scientists cannot explain the nature of gravity. Basing themselves on the

 assertion that they have explained many previously unknown events, they claim

 that they will be able to explain gravity and everything else in the future.

 Nevertheless, they cannot explain the real cause of all events in the universe.

 What they do is to establish the fact that a certain event will recur forever given the same conditions, and then make a generalization and call it a law. For example, after observing that an object thrown into the air will fall, they generalize that all objects thrown into the air will

 fall and then produce a mathematical formula to express this event.  

    






    Scientists work in the following manner. They calculate and state beforehand how

 long it will take an object thrown into the air, with a certain force and at a certain angle, to fall and how far away it will fall. Since the associated events apparently take place in a cause-and-effect series, knowing what effect or event will occur in the next step does not require understanding why it happens as it does. Therefore, we suppose that gravity will be understood as, say, dependent on an exchange between certain particles or the

 obliquity of spatial time.  

    






    But these scientific methods do not explain why such an exchange takes place, why spatial time becomes oblique, why that exchange or obliquity occurs according to certain mathematical formulations so that objects attract each other, why objects attract each other at all, or why this event of attraction takes place according to a mathematical formula. Our familiarity with events taking place in nature causes us to ignore the fact that every thing and event in nature is a miracle. In order to see why gravity is a dazzling miracle, we should consider it more closely. 






    Consider a stone falling unhindered from certain height point. It will realize a certain trajectory due to gravity. It will move faster

 and faster and finally hit the ground. How the stone will accelerate, how long

 it will take it to reach the ground, and how it will move at every second of its trajectory depends on the stone’s distance from the Earth’s center, the Earth’s mass, and gravity’s constant. Thus, the stone does not move at random; each movement during its

 fall is calculable by mathematical formulas.  

    






    From this extremely regular movement, we conclude that if the stone were to fall by itself, without any agent directing or determining its trajectory, it must have accurate knowledge of gravity’s constant, the Earth’s mass, and its distance from the Earth’s center at each moment of its trajectory. It then would fall in conformity with that knowledge. Can anyone seriously entertain such an absurd view? How could a stone, devoid of all intelligence, possibly calculate such a downward path?  






    In reality, this apparently simple event is so complex that everything in the universe that has a certain mass exerts some degree of attraction on the falling stone. As a result, the falling stone is influenced by all of them.3 
 






    To determine its trajectory, the stone must know the exact distance between itself and each of about 1,080 particles in the universe. It must calculate this distance accurately at each moment of its

 trajectory, as well as the attraction that each particle exerts upon it according to the mathematical formula of gravity (a force that changes every moment), and focus all those forces to a single point based on each one’s direction. Needless to say, not even the most powerful supercomputer can accomplish such a feat. And yet some people think a stone can do so! The position of each particle with respect to the stone changes every moment during its fall. Thus, the simplest-seeming movement in the universe requires a comprehensive knowledge and mastery of an infinite number of interrelated

 processes. 

    






    Since any event taking place in the universe is connected with each particle in the universe, as well as with the universe itself, only one with perfect knowledge of each particle and the whole universe, who sees the whole universe and each particle in it, can determine and direct all of the universe’s movements. Also, since the law of gravity and all other operative physical laws are the same and uniform throughout the universe, the one who makes such laws operative must be an absolutely powerful one who dominates each item therein. Otherwise, each atom must have an eye seeing the whole

 universe simultaneously; know the position, mass, electrical charge—in short all the physical features—of each particle in the universe; and be aware of and obey all of its

 self-originated physical laws. 

    






    Every event and item in the universe is interrelated. Whatever takes place does so according to certain laws. Therefore, even the smallest, most insignificant-seeming event cannot take place without one with an absolute, perfect knowledge of the universe and all its particles, as well as an absolute power governing it. Said Nursi expresses this fact as follows: 






    If the existence and operation of the universe is not attributed to God

 Almighty; one must admit that each particle has the attributes of the

 Necessarily Existent Being, and that each particle should both dominate and be

 dominated by all other particles. Again, each particle should have an

 all-encompassing will and knowledge, for the existence of a single thing is

 dependent on all things, and one who does not own the universe cannot rule a

 single particle. 

    






    After explaining how complex a phenomenon gravitation is, what is its real cause? The relation sensed between a falling stone and the

 moon’s rotation around the Earth in a fixed orbit led Newton to discover the law of gravity. Ever since this law was accepted, the cause of a falling

 object has unquestionably been accepted as gravity. However, it is not

 necessary that this movement’s real cause be the force of the Earth’s attraction or the existence of another material cause. 






    Consider this: Imagine that some animate beings live on a two-dimensional table.

 They are aware only of this table, and have no knowledge about the

 three-dimensional world around them. Someone from the three-dimensional world

 shoots at the table according to a specific pattern, thereby making holes at

 equal distances from each other. Seeing this, the beings living on the table

 inevitably will conclude that each hole causes another one to be made. But as

 we know, they were caused by someone shooting from the outside world.  

    






    This is how scientists who attribute every thing and event to the law of

 causality view the working of the universe. Are nearby objects attracted to

 each other (for example, the attraction of a falling stone toward the ground)

 because of the objects themselves, or is there another source forcing the

 objects to such a movement?4
 






    In short, an object moves according to the law of gravity, and thus each of its movements can be described mathematically. This requires as many masses and distances as exist in the universe, as well as

 the distances among them, to be known in their mutual, complex relations. Who

 can know such information other than One Who is All-Knowing? This One also must

 have an absolute will to choose and assign the appropriate law for each event. The uniformity of the law’s operation throughout the universe calls for the unity of that All-Knowing and All-Willing One. The obedience of everything to those laws demonstrates that that One is also All-Powerful. The laws’ invariability and stability, as well as the universe’s magnificent, unchanging order and harmony, show that that One is Self-Subsistent and All-Subsisting.  






    Given all of this, a stone falls because of the existence of an All-Knowing, All-Willing, All-Powerful, Self-Subsistent, and All-Subsisting, Single One. No one or thing in the universe has the necessary knowledge, will, and power to cause a stone to fall. Every thing and event in the universe is too complex and magnificent to be

 engendered by any material cause. And so, humanity is left with one option:

 admit and recognize God’s Existence and Unity. 

    






    Conclusion5 
 






    Causality leads to the vicious chain of cause and effect, for each cause is also

 an effect, and each effect is totally different from the cause. However, what scientists call things and effects are, in reality, so full of art and beneficial purposes that, let alone their simple

 immediate causes, even if all causes gathered together they would be unable to

 produce a single thing. 

    






    When we break this chain, the meaningless world of materialism gives way to a world illumined with meaning and purpose. The universe becomes like a vast book addressing humanity, making known its Author. In this way, its readers can learn and increase their knowledge of their Maker, and strengthen their belief and

 certainty in the fundamentals of faith. 

    






    In the universe, beings come into existence as though from nowhere. Their order and mutual relationships and duties utterly refute all materialistic claims and atheistic reasoning. They affirm that they are nothing but the property and creatures of a Single Creator.

 Each rejects the false notions of chance and causality. Each ascribes all other

 beings to its own Creator. Each is a proof that the Creator has no partners.

 During their brief lives, and according to their own particular purpose, goal, and mission, each one acts only as a mirror to reflect various Divine Attributes and countless configurations of the Divine Names. For example, through their coming into life, impotence and contingence, their total

 dependence on factors other than themselves, all beings clearly demonstrate

 that they owe their existence to the One Who necessarily exists, creates, and has power over all things. Through their transience and death, they show that One’s permanence. 

    






    The signs of God, as well as all things and events in the universe, serve as

 mirrors to reveal His Names and Attributes to us in new and ever-changing forms

 and configurations. Such a display is designed to elicit our acknowledgement,

 acceptance, submission, love, and worship. Therefore, becoming a true believer involves a process: contemplation to knowledge, knowledge to affirmation,

 affirmation to belief or conviction, and conviction to submission.  

    






    Since each new moment sees the revelation of fresh aspects of Divine truth, this

 process is continuous. A believer’s external and formal acts of worship contribute to this process. As a result, belief is subject to increase or decrease, or becoming stronger or weaker, according to the process’ continuance. The reality of belief deserves most of our attention. From this, the realities of Divine

 religion will follow inevitably. 

    






    The meaning of existence or life is not confined to the study of nature and

 understanding its origin. It also concentrates on humanity’s ontological character. Each individual is born in total ignorance; the desire to know ourselves and our world is innate. Thus “Who am I? Where did I come from? What is this place? Why am I here? Who is responsible for creating me? What do life and death want from me?” These are questions that each person much answer, either through direct observation or blind acceptance of others’ answers. How one lives and acts in this world is totally dependent upon how

 these questions are answered.  

    






    These questions are answered either by one’s ego or Divine Revelation (manifested as Divine religions). History records the

 conflicts between these two answers. Ego rejects Revelation and claims

 self-ownership by appropriating for itself whatever its Creator gives it, and

 by attributing to itself all accomplishments that God Almighty confers on it. The result of such a view is human wretchedness and unhappiness. All it has produced so far is Pharaohs, Nimrods, Neros, and other tyrants, not to mention those who, embracing their carnal desires, have gone astray and misled others.  

    






    The other answer has resulted in Prophets, saints, and other examples of virtuousness. Its core is the individual’s consciousness of servanthood, its power lies in acknowledging inherent

 weakness before God Almighty’s absolute Power, and its wealth in admitting inherent poverty before His

 Riches. It also requires deep devotion and worship in absolute thankfulness, together with continuous reflection on His signs in the universe, and ongoing enthusiasm

 in preaching His religion. The Divine Religion is a guided tour of the cosmos

 and of each individual’s inner world. The traveler seeking such answers along this path will find them. 






    The secular, self-consuming society brought about by scientific materialism and self-worship is designed to blind and conceal on all levels. It seeks to mask its failure to live up to its promises, and that the secular trinity of “unlimited progress, absolute freedom, and unrestricted happiness” is meaningless. Moreover, it seeks to cover up the fact that economic and scientific progress, the underlying ethos of which is secular humanism, has turned the

 modern world into a spiritual wasteland and ravaged generation after

 generation.  

    






    Yet some people are beginning to awake, to realize the illusion under which they

 have been living. The disease of ego must be pointed out to such people. One

 suffering from cancer cannot be cured by receiving a new coat. Not only the

 West is suffering from this disease, for its victims can be found all over the

 world. What is needed is a correct diagnosis, radical surgery, and constant

 follow-up treatment.  

    






    Life: Its value and purposes6  
 






    The perfection of a thing’s existence is through life. Moreover, life is the real basis and light of existence. Consciousness, in turn, is the light of life. Life also constitutes the foundation of everything

 and appropriates everything for each living thing. Only through life can a

 living creature claim that everything belongs to it. It can claim the world as

 its home, and the entire universe as its property conferred upon it by the

 Giver of Life. 

    






    Just as light causes (concrete) things to be seen and, according to one theory, is the real cause of color, so life may be said to unveil the creation. Life causes potentials to be realized and gives archetypes (the existence of things in the Creator’s Knowledge) material existence. Through it, particularity acquires universality and universals are concentrated in particulars. 






    Life also causes existence to attain perfection and possess a soul by making

 countless factors unite to form a whole—a sentient, percipient being. Furthermore, life is the manifestation of oneness in the realm of multiplicity, the reflection of unity in plurality. See how lonely a substance is without life, even though it is as big as a mountain. Its interactions are restricted to its own location. Being unconscious of other existents, nothing in the universe can mean anything to it. Then consider a small creation: the honeybee. Due to its close interactions with the universe, particularly with plants and flowers, it can view the Earth as the garden or market in which it conducts its business. Through its unconscious “instinctive” senses, which enthuse and motivate it, as well as its external and inner senses, the honeybee has close relations and

 familiarity with most species in the world. 

    






    If the effect of life on a lowly honeybee is so great, how much greater will it be on a human being who actively expands his or her consciousness, reason, and intellect. A human being, through his or her reason and consciousness (the lights of life), travels through the higher

 corporeal and spiritual worlds as easily as going from one room to another.

 That is, just as a conscious and living being may go in spirit to those worlds,

 those worlds can come to a person’s mirror-like spirit by being reflected there. 

    






    Life is the greatest evidence of God’s Unity and source of His bounty, a most subtle manifestation of His Compassion, and a most hidden and

 delicate embroidery of His art. Life is so mysterious and subtle that even the life of plants, the simplest level of life, and the awakening of a seed’s life-force at the beginning of a plant’s life, is still not understood fully. Although such an event is considered common, it has remained a mystery from the time of Adam, for the human mind remains unable to grasp the nature of life.  

    






    Life, in both its outer or material and inner or immaterial aspects, is pure. The Divine Power creates life directly without the participation of causes, while it employs natural causes to create

 everything else. God creates everything but life behind the veil of natural

 causes so that human beings, being unable to discern Divine Wisdom in some

 events, do not attribute to Him that which they consider unpleasant. 

    






    Life in the words of a scientist 






    A. C. Morrison writes: 






    Life is a sculptor and shapes all living things; an artist that designs every

 leaf of every tree, that colors the flowers, the apple, the forest, and the

 plumage of the bird of paradise. Life is a musician and has taught each bird to

 sing its love songs, the insects to call each other in the music of their

 multitudinous sounds.  

    






    Life has given to man alone mastery over combined sound vibrations and has

 furnished the material for their production. 

    






    Life is an engineer, for it has designed the legs of the grasshopper and the

 flea, the coordinated muscles, levers and joints, the tireless beating heart,

 the system of electric nerves of every animal, and the complete system of

 circulation of every living thing. 

    






    Life is a chemist that gives taste to our fruits and spices and perfume to the rose. Life synthesizes new substances which Nature has not yet provided to balance its processes and to destroy invading life... Life’s chemistry is sublime, for not only does it set the rays of the sun to work to

 change water and carbonic acid into wood and sugar, but, in doing so, releases

 oxygen that animals may have the breath of life. 

    






    Life is a historian, for it has written its history page by page, through the ages, leaving its record in the rocks, an autobiography which

 only awaits correct interpretation. 

    






    Life protects its creations by the abundance of food in the egg and prepares many of its infants for active life after birth, or by conscious motherhood stores food in preparation for her young. Life produces life-giving milk to meet immediate needs, foreseeing this necessity and preparing for events to come. 
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