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Introduction





  


  

  




  Ever heard of a granny square? Probably the most iconic crochet motif, it is the perfect starting point for making anything from a cozy afghan to modern accessories.




  [image: frn_fig_015]




  A granny square starts from the center and builds outward, creating a pattern of double crochet stitches and chain spaces that form a uniquely distinct square. While there are quite a few ways to crochet a granny square, I’ve got a set of instructions to share that are my absolute favorite. And with these, you can follow every pattern in this collection like a crochet champ!




  This collection is here to show the world that granny squares aren’t just for grandmas anymore—they’re a blank canvas for your crochet dreams. You can personalize them in so many different ways and turn them into bags, accessories, and even fashionable clothing.




  In this book, I’ll walk you through every round to crochet these squares separately (or join them together) to create a fantastic array of granny square projects that I know you’ll love.




  Long live the crochet granny square!




  Peace + Love + Crochet,




  Salena Baca













  

     

  Abbreviations




  


  

  


  

  BLO = back loop only




  ch(s) = chain(s)




  dc = double crochet




  FPdc = front post double crochet




  FPhdc = front post half double crochet




  JAYGO = join as you go




  sc = single crochet




  Sl st = slip stitch




  st(s) = stitch(es)









  

     

  
Crochet a Granny Square








  ■ GRANNY SQUARE TIPS




  




  As popular as they are, these iconic square motifs are really not a beginner-friendly pattern to crochet because of their complex repeat symbols and stitch arrangements. But they are far from impossible! I’ll walk you through the first few rounds to success; just follow my simple instructions, pattern chart, and photo tutorials to help you with every step.




  If this is your first time crocheting a granny square, be sure to use the following tips.




  TIP 1: Practice First




  Before you jump hook-first into a granny square project in this collection, pick up some scrap yarn and follow the instructions for just one motif, working up at least four rounds. This will give you the confidence and practice you need to follow any other pattern here.




  TIP 2: Follow the Instructions in Small Steps




  Because granny squares are worked in joined rounds to create a square shape, we must get a little fancy with the repeat symbols. To get the hang of them, follow the instructions like this: read each line, follow the instruction to the comma, and then check that your stitches match each line and the final stitch count. With those tips in mind, this may be an easier way to consider the instructions.
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