

[image: frn_fig_001]
   



  CAPTAIN
 JOHN GALLOP




  Master Mariner and
Indian Trader




  By Williams Haynes




  [image: frn_fig_002]




  Guilford, Connecticut




  [image: frn_fig_002]




  Published by Globe Pequot
An imprint of The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.
 4501 Forbes Boulevard, Suite 200, Lanham, Maryland 20706
 www.rowman.com




  Unit A, Whitacre Mews, 26-34 Stannary Street, London SE11 4AB




  Distributed by NATIONAL BOOK NETWORK




  Copyright © 1964 by THE GALLUP FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC.
 First Globe Pequot paperback edition 2018




  All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote passages in a review.




  British Library Cataloguing in Publication Information Available




  Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
The paperback edition of this book was previously cataloged by the Library of Congress as follows:




  Library of Congress Catalog No. 64-7606




  ISBN: 978-1-4930-3334-8 (paper : alk. paper)




  [image: frn_fig_003] The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992.




  Printed in the United States of America




 [image: chpt_fig_001]




  Capt. John Gallop




  SEVENTY-ONE DAYS out of Plymouth, England—March 20 to May 30, 1630— Capt. Thomas Chubb nosed the Mary and John into the cove behind Nantasket Beach and dropped anchor off where now the village of Hull stands at the western tip of Massachusetts Bay. Even for those times it had been a long Atlantic crossing.




  The Captain was keen to return to England quickly. His was the first of 17 ships chartered by the Massachusetts Bay Company to bring settlers to their colony. The Puritan Exodus, which brought 6000 colonists to the Bay during the next five years, was in full swing and transporting them and their goods and their Noah’s-Ark collection of livestock was highly profitable to shipmasters and owners. If he had good luck with wind and weather, the Mary and John might make another round trip before winter set in.




   Accordingly, to avoid the time-consuming navigation through the narrow channels between the islands of Boston Harbor, but in violation of his contract to land them on the bank of the Charles River, Capt. Chubb discharged his passengers on the sand dunes of Nantasket. Later he was compelled to pay damages; but that was poor recompense and no help whatsoever in their present predicament.




  Among the 140 men, women and children thus stranded unceremoniously on the beach were some colonial leaders notable in widely various fields. Their pastor, the Rev. John Warham, was to lead them five years later to the settlement of Windsor, first of the three Connecticut River towns. Other names on the passenger list destined to be written on many pages of New England history were Roger Ludlow, Edward Rossiter, Major John Mason, the hero of the Pequot War, and his friend and ally in various daring exploits, Capt. John Gallop,1 who has been hailed “our first naval hero.”




  Capt. Chubb’s untoward actions must have disturbed this little band of Puritans deeply, but they did not panic. Their first reaction was delight at the pleasing prospects of the New World. Late Spring in Southern New England is very lovely, and after having been imprisoned in that tiny, sea-tossed vessel for nearly three months, they felt as if they had escaped to an earthly paradise. Although they must have heard of the snow­drifts and bitter cold, the sickness and hunger, that during the first winter threatened every new settlement, any forebodings they might have had vanished in the warm sunlight and brisk sea breezes.




Their leaders responded to this unexpected situation, characteristically, with a prompt decision and energetic action. They hired a boat to carry them and their gear to Watertown.




  Here they faced another dilemma. This new town, spawned by an overcrowded Boston, was itself already overcrowded. Again the Warham party’s leaders acted decisively. They found at Mattapan the best unoccupied land and moved there before the end of June. They named their settlement Dorchester after the ancient market town in Dorset because most of this “West Country Contingent,” as the group was called, came from Dorsetshire.




  Gallop and Mason were both among the original settlers of Dorchester. Mason stayed on and was Captain of their Train Band, the local militia company, when they later moved to Connecticut. But very shortly Gallop moved to Boston.




  We do not know why John Gallop left Dorchester. In fact, we do not know what inspired him to come to America. His wife and four children did not accompany him. Was he on a scouting expedition seeking his fortune in the New World? So many things we wish that we knew, from the names of his parents, his birthplace and birthday to the date of his death and where he was buried—and much in between.
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