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What people are saying about


Celtic Fairies in North America


Fairy lore of North America, overlooked by scholars for a while, is re-capturing the public’s interest. In this book Morgan Daimler lifts the curtain and brings into the spotlight the Celtic fairies – their lore, traditions, and their very presence – on the North American continent. The story material gathered here, many of it coming from primary sources, reveals a rich landscape where old and new, native and imported beliefs interact to create the contemporary body of North American fairy lore. Throughout Celtic Fairies in North America, scholarship, personal gnosis, pertinent information and practical suggestions are in perfect balance making this a most valuable asset to scholars and spiritual seekers alike. Morgan argues poignantly about the validity of personal gnosis even when it does not align precisely to the older lore. Throughout the book Morgan makes the case for people trusting themselves in accepting their own fairy experiences as genuine because personal gnosis further shapes fairy lore. Celtic Fairies in North America stands out as bold, thorough, both instructive and encouraging for those who for one reason or another cross paths with the Celtic fairies on this continent.


Daniela Simina, author of Where Fairies Meet: Parallels between Irish and Romanian Fairy Traditions and A Fairy Path: The Memoir of a Young Fairy Seer in Training


Author Morgan Daimler turns an analytical eye to the question of Celtic fae, or Celtic-influenced fairies, in North America. This delightful book examines the fairies and fae spirits – and common superstitions about them – from Newfoundland and Nova Scotia to the Appalachians; and takes a peek at similar spirits in Mexico. Using historical references and contemporary anecdotes, Daimler paints a picture of a diaspora of the fae folk, who traveled with immigrants from Ireland, England or Breton, to become settled and recognized in America. Daimler’s book, written in an analytical but comfortable style, brings the story of the Celtic fairies who came to the New World to life. Highly recommended.


Miles Batty, author of Teaching Witchcraft


I love Morgan Daimler’s books, with their thorough and reliable research, clearly delivered, which has a habit of challenging cherished but mistaken perceptions. Celtic Fairies in North America is a book I craved without knowing it. Living in Canada but immersed in Irish lore and legend, I sometimes feel bereft of a mythology I can claim as deeply my own: I’m not Irish; I’m not indigenous Canadian. But here I learn about the continuation and evolution in my own land (and the US and Mexico) of the folklore of my ancestors, and about the influences that came to bear on them. Daimler delivers this in a non-judgmental way, just as they let reports of modern experiences of fairies stand on their own merits. I wholeheartedly recommend this short and pithy text.


Mael Brigde author of A Brigit of Ireland Devotional


If you want to get your bearings in the wild flurry of information and opinions about Themselves in North America, this book is the resource you’re looking for. Through meticulous research, Daimler organizes and clarifies a huge mass of information, distilling it down for ease of understanding – at least, as much as we’re ever likely to understand the Good People. Daimler offers plenty of historical background as well as present-day anecdotes about fairy encounters that anchor the narrative in the now. The research is thorough, the evidence compelling: Themselves are here!


Laura Perry, author of Labrys and Horns: An Introduction to Modern Minoan Paganism


Morgan Daimler’s Celtic Fairies of North America offers an insightful journey into the transatlantic migration of fairy lore, skillfully challenging the notion that European fairy beliefs had minimal influence in North America. Through meticulous research and engaging narrative, Daimler highlights the die-hard impact of these beliefs, especially within Irish and Scottish diasporas in Canada and the United States. The book maps the journey of these fairy beliefs and their remarkable adaptability, showcasing how they have been integral to North American folklore. While exploring the intersection of folklore, migration, and cultural identity, Daimler presents a mosaic of stories and historical contexts as well as experiences from people today, making it an enlightening read for enthusiasts of folklore and cultural studies. Celtic Fairies of North America is not just a study of mythological beings; it’s a testament to the enduring nature of cultural beliefs of fairies and their ability to cross oceans and transform within new landscapes. This work is as much about the resilience and evolution of cultural identity as it is about the enchanting world of fairies.


Mat Auryn, author of Psychic Witch and Mastering Magick
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Dedicated to everyone who has ever asked me if Celtic fairies can be found across the Atlantic









With thanks to Robert Schreiwer for suggesting sources in an online discussion, and pointing me towards some of the Pennsylvania Deutsch thoughts on the subject; to Daniel Harms for assistance in some of the academic research around indigenous spirits; and to Sabina Magliocco for suggesting some research leads as well. Thanks as well to Brandon Weston for assistance with the Appalachian material.


Huge appreciation to the people who kindly responded to my request for modern fairy encounters.


I’d also like to extend my deep gratitude to Chris Woodyard and Simon Young for their previous and ongoing work in researching both modern fairy encounters as well as documenting historic accounts in the United States. This book wouldn’t have been written nearly as quickly or concisely without that existing material to work from and build off of.









Author’s Note


This book is the result of many years of people asking me whether or not we could find Celtic fairies in North America. I finally decided the best option would be to write a book on the subject and address everything all in one place. Hopefully this helps give people the answers they are looking for and offers a better understanding of the way that beliefs move and change, and the way that belief in spirits travel with communities.


Every book ultimately reflects the biases of the author and for me these are not only folkloric beliefs found across the last several hundred years but also represent a reality for people who believe in them. I don’t attempt to offer rational explanations for belief in fairies because I think that the beliefs reflect a perceptual reality. This view undoubtedly colours my opinions here but I have done my best to be objective in what is shared and I want everyone, no matter what your viewpoints are, to find some value here.


I believe that America is full of beliefs in a wide variety of spirits from many cultures. I know that my grandfather, when he came over from Cork, never gave up the practice of pouring out a bit of his beer for the Good Neighbours whenever he drank, and even on American soil never doubted that the Good People would cause trouble if not given their due. This is a belief that has been firmly ingrained in me as well. My own experiences since childhood involved both spirits undoubtedly native to this continent as well as those that seem to have immigrated or otherwise been shaped by the beliefs of the Irish who came to this place, as well as a wide array of other cultures. America is more than just a melting pot of human cultures but in my experience is also a melting pot of spirits, containing a wide diversity, and this diversity seems to go back hundreds of years, since colonization first began making permanent settlements on this continent.


I personally favour using APA citation in my writing and so throughout this book when a source is being cited you will see the name of the author and date of the book in parenthesis after that. I have also included end notes expanding on points that don’t fit neatly into the larger text but are important to touch on, and which I hope will help clarify certain points for readers.


I hope that this book can serve as a good introduction to the idea of fairies as both stationary and travelling beings, and to the concepts around community belief and diasporic folklore.









Foreword


In writing Celtic Fairies in North America, Morgan Daimler brings to the table a weighty argument in the debate about whether fairies from Celtic language-speaking cultures migrated to North America.


For some, fairies are connected to geographical areas almost in the same way as boulders and ancient trees are fixtures in a landscape. Others argue in defence of fairies having agency, agendas, and capability to relocate just as humans do. Theosophy and the Victorian era popularized fairies as nature spirits bound to natural settings. However, traditional lore from Western Europe talks about fairies changing houses at specific times throughout the year and traveling on fairy roads known only to themselves. Furthermore, there are tales of humans accompanying fairies on escapades to foreign lands, whether by force or consent. But why would fairies travel from Europe all the way to the Americas? And would they relocate to the New World alongside migrating humans?


To argue in favour of Celtic fairies’ presence in North America, Morgan Daimler adopts primarily an ethnographic approach, including anecdotal material, and also making reference to entire collections of such material. Further, Morgan analyses how the intertwining of contemporary fairy-related experiences and old traditions paints the picture of Celtic fairies in North America today. The book provides plenty of examples that illustrate the idea that not just beliefs, but fairies themselves accompanied the European immigrants to North America. The material cited throughout is rich and includes numerous primary sources. With flawless logic and solid argumentation, Morgan Daimler demonstrates that the picture of Celtic fairies in North America, as scarce or non-existing, is inaccurate. The stories collected in this volume substantiate the beliefs in fairies and in a sense document their permanence in the North American cultural landscape.


Morgan Daimler delves into explaining how native and imported beliefs interacted with one another leading to the emergence of new nuances and even entirely new beliefs. We see that older stories of fairy encounters are more in line with the lore native to areas where the settlers came from. And we can’t help but notice that recent encounters diverge from older lore to a smaller or larger extent. Morgan points out that sometimes, in contemporary fairy encounters, personal gnosis is different from the old and familiar perspectives. This change in the frame of reference, leaves humans disoriented in the aftermath of such encounters. For all those in need to process or somehow make sense of fairy-related experiences, the book offers an entire section with pertinent information and practical recommendations.


A treasure-trove of stories of real experiences that people had with fairies in recent years paint the picture of ongoing and vibrant fairy activity in North America today. Morgan Daimler speaks of the interaction between indigenous and imported fairy beliefs with respect and sensitivity in regard to cultural appropriation. North American culture is a colourful tapestry where local and imported traditions weave harmoniously to create a homogenous design, yet individual threads remain clearly discernible through their texture and colour. People indigenous to North America have their own distinct lore about beings who are not entirely dissimilar to the Celtic fairies. Morgan points out the distinction between Celtic fairies and indigenous fairy-beings, and discusses the permanence of Celtic fairy lore and the influences it may have absorbed from interacting with the native folklore. This is important information for anyone searching for answers in folklore and cultural anthropology. Not only are the North American fairies different from their European counterparts, but they also differ across the various geographical regions on the American continent. There is beauty in diversity: this holds true for American culture as a whole and for the Celtic fairies themselves who are part and parcel of it.


Old and newly emerged cultural trends defined fairies, and such defining affects people’s personal experience of fairies. By engaging with fairy lore, we actively participate in the making of what future generations will appreciate as the fairy folklore of their time. This is a huge responsibility for us to shoulder. Thankfully, Morgan Daimler’s book offers invaluable information to assist us through this process, in our role of co-creators of lore and traditions side by side with the Celtic fairies from North America.


Daniela Simina, author of Where Fairies Meet Parallels between Irish and Romanian Fairy Traditions, and A Fairy Path: The Memoir of a Young Fairy Seer in Training









Introduction


If you had asked someone who believed in fairies a hundred years ago if there were any of these beings outside the traditional Celtic language speaking cultures the answer would likely have been a definitive yes. But today the subject has become controversial, with much debate about where, exactly, one might find these beings. This book is going to look at all the evidence, historic and modern, for the presence of belief in European fairies across North America. Whether or not the reader chooses to believe that these beings can or do exist outside Ireland and the UK is up to each individual, however, I think there is value in sharing the heritage of folklore that can be found with that opinion. These are beliefs that were carried from their places of origin to new territory and were passed on through diasporic1 communities, although often with changes from the originals becoming evident over time.


I do want to state at the outset that while I will be discussing various beliefs about fairies across the last few centuries, I’m not going to be getting into a discussion of whether fairies are culturally specific or general – in other words I’m not going to argue for or against the ideas that fairies manifest uniquely to different cultures versus the idea that fairies are a universal concept that every culture applies different names to. To dig into that conversation would require an entirely separate book and a much wider scope of discussion. For our purposes here we’ll be looking at beliefs across North America – including Canada, the United States, and Mexico – that can be traced back to Europe or which overlap significantly or seem to be a blend of beliefs influenced by European idea around fairies, particularly from the Celtic language speaking cultures of Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Cornwall, the Isle of Man, and Brittany, and to a lesser degree Iberia. Perforce there will also be some crossover with related continental and English beliefs as at points it becomes difficult to entirely separate out each influence on a belief.2 These beliefs should also be understood as attached to specific communities and not as ubiquitous across North America, and while we can, as I will show, find belief in European fairies in America these beliefs are usually localized rather than general.


I will also not offer any judgement on the veracity of anecdotal accounts. If a person relates a story in which they feel that what they were experiencing was a fairy, then it will be taken as such. In later chapters I will be offering examples of such anecdotes and folk lore across the last 400 or so years, up to today, and these will be offered as they are without any interpretation or analysis. These accounts do all represent genuine experiences by the people relating them and as such the reader should at least put them in the context of that belief, whether or not you share it. In other words, these are experiences that these people truly believe occurred, not stories made up to entertain an audience.


Before we dive into various areas of North America and their fairy beliefs, we must start by clearly defining what we are and aren’t discussing here. European fairies are the focus of this work but they are not the totality of the subject, nor the only spirits found in belief across North America. Our focus here, however, will be exclusively – as much as that is possible – on imported beliefs of what we will be calling fairies. The term fairy itself has been used in English for around 600 years and was originally a more general term for certain types of spirits; it was used synonymously with elf, goblin, incubus, and imp. In the last century, and more so the last several decades, the word fairy has been narrowed down to mean something far more specific and particular but in this book, it will be used in the older more general sense, as defined in 1976 by folklorist Katherine Briggs, of fairies as anything supernatural that isn’t a ghost, angel, or demon. This more general view has become somewhat controversial now and is often debated for various reasons, particularly in academic usage, but nonetheless it is the most accurate term for use in this book. This is in part because any alternative general term will present its own issues3 and in part because most people recognize the word fairy and have some idea of what it implies.


What then is a fairy? It is sometimes easier to say what fairies aren’t than to clarify what they are, but what we can say for certain, based on the long-term understandings of what fairies are, is that they are beings of the Otherworld, literally ‘of Fairy’. These are beings who may interact with the human world and the people in it but who also exist in and perhaps come from a very different place. That place is understood in many ways, and like the beings themselves can be difficult to define or explain;4 to some people it’s a spiritual world, to others a different plane of existence, to others a connected dimension to our world, to yet others it’s a reality that is just one step off from our own perceptions. And that place is the home or origin of the beings who we call fairies. Like any world it encompasses a variety of beings and each one is understood in its own way and has its own possible connection to humanity, mythology, or wider belief. Some of them are what we might now call nature spirits. Some of them are understood to be human dead, taken and transformed into Otherworldly beings. Some, like the Tuatha De Danann turned Aos Sidhe, are pagan Gods. And some are none of these things because no one category or explanation fits all of them. The best way to understand what fairies are is to appreciate the nuances. There is no simple answer. Rather, what we see is a diverse grouping that encompasses an array of Otherworldly spirits which we label fairies for convenience. Hundreds, if not thousands, of different kinds of named and even unnamed types of beings fall into this wide category and it makes sense that there is no easy way to understand them all as a whole beyond the broadest strokes.


When most people hear the word fairy, they immediately associate it with the Celtic language speaking cultures of Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Cornwall, the Isle of Man, and Brittany, although England also has a rich history of fairy belief and, of course, originated the term fairy (from the French). Each of those named countries or places has its own terms for these beings in their own languages but for the sake of simplicity here we will be using the term fairy except in situations where the folklore itself is more specific; this reflects the long and muddy use of the word throughout history and within diasporic communities. Most of what we will be looking at across this book will be these Celtic fairies, however, on occasion there will be some crossover with closely related beliefs from other parts of Western Europe.


We will not be discussing indigenous spirits under the umbrella term of fairy, as they should be understood as a distinct set of beliefs. There is a rich tradition of spirit belief indigenous to the Americas, which is complex and specific to different cultures, and which may sometimes overlap with the European beliefs that arrived later or more often stand apart from them. Indigenous spirits may sometimes be called fairies in English but it is best to avoid that direct association as it causes confusion and creates inaccurate assumptions. I prefer to either use the term that the culture in question calls them, for example, the Makiawisug among the Mohegans and Pequots, or to say ‘fairy-like’ as a general comparative term. While there may be and often are many similarities between these beliefs and European ones using the English language term perpetuates colonization of these beliefs and layers on meanings from English fairy beliefs that do not apply. For those interested in indigenous beliefs I encourage people to learn about the place they live and what culture preceded colonization there, and then find respectful ways to learn more about the beliefs of those peoples regarding spirit beings. I will note though that over the last 400 years there has been both an exchange of beliefs across cultures in contact with each other and in some situations perhaps a blurring of dividing lines or confusion of beliefs, where something may be incorrectly attributed to a group only to then be passed on in that form. In some areas, particularly the north east, it can be difficult to separate out the roots of beliefs or decide which culture was influencing the other.
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