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    CHAPTER 1


    Careers Without College


    When Joanna Dunham sums up her fifteen years as a truck driver, she says “Good money, great experiences, and a lot of lessons learned.”


    She continues, “Truck drivers experience America in a way that most people could only dream of. We drive big, beautiful trucks, and we make good money doing it. It’s a good way to make a living and if it suits your personality, you’re on your way to making many of the best memories of your entire life. But,” she adds, “it’s not for everyone.


    “You do not question whether or not this kind of job is right for you. You question whether or not you are the right kind of person for this job. The truth is that driving trucks isn’t really just a job; it’s how you live.”
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      Driving a truck requires patience and determination, as well as good driving skills.

    


    According to Joanna, the best truck drivers are patient, independent, determined, and hard working. They love adventure and like thinking quickly. “But most of all,” Joanna says, “A good truck driver needs discipline. Traffic, weather, eating, sleeping, showering, fueling, getting work done on the truck; it takes a truck driver a long time to learn how to juggle everything.


    
      Looking at the Words


      Someone who is patient can wait for something without getting frustrated or worried.


      Someone who is independent can do things alone, without help or company.


      Someone who is determined doesn’t give up easily.

    


    “You have to be willing to work long hours, sometimes with little sleep, and be willing to be away from home for weeks. You miss birthdays, holidays, and graduations. You have to be willing to deal with unexpected problems. But these are small compromises when you consider that you’re providing an important service to people you can be proud of.”


    Trucks, Trucks, Trucks


    Next time you buy something from the store take a moment to realize that there is at least a 70 percent chance that what you just bought was delivered by truck. Think of everything we want and need in our everyday lives. These things are called “goods” and goods come from all over the world. The vehicles and people that have the responsibility of moving these goods are known as the “shipping industry.” The shipping industry moves goods many ways—by plane, train, and boat—but trucks move more goods than any of these other ways combined.


    
      Looking at the Words


      An industry is a business, a way of making money.
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      Truck drivers get used to driving through countless towns. The road ahead is the constant in their lives.

    


    If you happen to be riding along on one of America’s highways and you pass a big truck, turn your head and look at the driver: you’ll be looking at one of the 3.5 million truck drivers who live and drive on America’s 4 million miles of road each and every day. You will be looking at one of the many people responsible for keeping most of America’s goods moving.


    These men and women who have had a hand in getting you many of the things you need and love have many strengths in common. But one thing most of them don’t have is a college education.


    The College Question


    Joanna didn’t always know that a college education would not be the best choice for her, but while going to high school, her choice became clear. “I always enjoyed learning,” she says, “and it was while I was in high school that I discovered what I wanted to learn. It just wasn’t something you could be taught in a classroom.”


    For most young people, high school is an influential time and place. Young people are given more responsibilities and challenged by new ideas, experiences, and expectations. Most students, by this time, are finally old enough to begin to use their free time and curiosity to explore new hobbies and interests. Both in and out of high school, young people are given the opportunity to learn about themselves and the world. But even though no two young people learn and grow alike, as students prepare to graduate high school, they are all asked the same question: “Is college the best choice for you?”
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