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The best JAS trio on the planet

In appreciation for all the love, laughter, and support

Through thick and thin.


Foreword

My fans may argue about whether baseball is actually a sport or really just a way for me to implement every known prank or joke I could play on my teammates. Whichever you decide, baseball has been my life and I was blessed with enough talent to hang around for 22 years.

I am probably the only guy revered or feared by managers in eight different cities. My baseball travels started in 1966 with the Angels; after that I played with the White Sox, the A’s, the Phillies, the Yankees, the Padres, the Dodgers, the Cubs, and the Dodgers again. Somehow I managed to get four World Series rings and play on eight divisional title–winning teams. Even when I played on losing teams, I always managed to make the guys laugh and have a good time.

Rooming with Jimmy Piersall and lockering next to Dean Chance and Bo Belinsky as a rookie got me off on the wrong foot—or should I say “hotfoot?” Bill Rigney, my first manager, explained the Piersall matchup by saying he didn’t want to screw up two rooms. How did he know?

Piersall was a guy who would slide into a base and then squirt the umpire with a water gun. He gained national attention by trotting around the bases backward on his 100th home run. Piersall once hid behind the monuments in Yankee Stadium’s center field when our pitcher was getting shelled. Jimmy said he had nine children to feed and didn’t want to get hurt.

Danny Ozark, my manager in Philadelphia, spent a lot of time looking for me too. All he had to do was look in his office: I was always on the phone making some kind of deal. Tommy Lasorda knew that better than anyone. In Dodgertown, I once strung a rope from his hotel room door handle to a palm tree, making him miss breakfast before a three-hour spring-training bus trip. For a man who never missed a meal, that was a real trauma.

I really believe laughter is good for the soul. Just ask Ron Cey—he’ll tell you about how I cut his locker in half and made it into a doll-size locker, chair and all. I remember when Jerry Reuss and I dragged the infield at Dodger Stadium, Sparky Lyle sat on birthday cakes, Moe Drabowsky used the bullpen phone to call for takeout food, and Gaylord Perry drove hitters and umpires crazy by doctoring the ball so well nobody could catch him. And let’s not forget Larry Bowa smashing the toilet in the Phillies’ dugout after striking out, Lou Piniella kicking his shoe over the fence after making an out, and Billy Russell not talking to me for a week after he made three errors in a game. He came to the park early the next morning to find that I had sandbagged and roped off the area behind first base where the fans sit so that no one would get hurt by his throws!

When Dan Schlossberg asked me to write the Foreword for this book, I jumped at the chance. Outside of my own best-selling books, Temporary Insanity, Over the Edge, and Some of My Best Friends Are Crazy, I have not found another volume that captures the lighter side of the game so well. Enjoying a good laugh and putting smiles on my teammates’ faces is important to me.

My cap’s off to Dan Schlossberg, a prolific baseball writer who shares that approach. He knows his stuff and this book proves it. He has a great sense of humor and never takes himself too seriously while still managing to cover all the bases.

Beyond the section on “Baseball’s Funny Men” and the zany quotes and anecdotes liberally sprinkled over almost 400 pages, my favorite section deals with the hot dog. It reminds me of when I used to stand in line for Dodger dogs during games.

So grab your favorite drink and a chair and prepare to immerse yourself in the pleasures of America’s national pastime.

—Jay Johnstone

Pasadena, California


Preface

[Editor’s Note: Much of the material found in this book first appeared in The Baseball Catalog, which has had nearly a dozen revisions and updates since its initial publication in 1980. Fellow author Alan Schwarz was one of its admirers.]

I became a baseball fan because of The Baseball Catalog.

It was July 1980, my 12th birthday. I had watched dozens of Yankees games on WPIX in New York, some NBC Games of the Week, some “This Week in Baseball” with Mel Allen. I’d bought my first packs of Topps baseball cards and begun to memorize the statistics on the back. But I still knew nothing about the history of this wonderful game. My father went to the bookstore, scanned the shelves, and swung. Boy, did he knock it out of the park!

The Baseball Catalog opened up a whole new world—well beyond the legends of Ty Cobb, Ted Williams, and the Boys of Summer Dodgers, but little anecdotes and factoids as delightful and downright weird as the game itself. Hank Aaron blasted a home run onto the roof of Sportsman’s Park in St. Louis but was ruled out because his foot had been out of the batter’s box? Cool! Edd Roush swung a 46-ounce bat? Are you kidding me? Then, some pages later, there it was—my first glimpse of Willie Mays’s over-the-shoulder catch. Whoa! Saddled with glasses as thick as first base, I was particularly fond of the bit on George (Specs) Toporcer, who in 1921 became the first fielder to wear the tools of myopia.

There were the basics, of course, my Baseball Trivia 101: Johnny Vander Meer’s consecutive no-hitters, Bill Wambsganss’s unassisted triple play in the World Series, the rainout in Houston’s very roofed Astrodome. But it went so much farther.

Even for today’s media members, pickled in the game’s 150 years of trivia, this book—now called The New Baseball Bible—should be required reading. When two balls somehow find themselves in play—which actually happens about once a year—they could refer to the 1914 afternoon when a Federal League batter hit a line drive right into a pile of fresh baseballs behind the mound, scattering them all over the infield while the batter circled the bases. And did you know that in 1952, the Pirates were allowed to return their starting catcher to a game after their backup catcher got hurt because the Cubs manager said it was OK? Guaranteed that not one baseball writer today, and probably no executives or even umpires, knows that one.

From riots and rule changes, stats to superstitions, these little tidbits cannot be found in any book other than Dan Schlossberg’s masterpiece. And now it has been updated to include all that has taken place in recent decades. Joe Maddon ordering his pitcher to walk Josh Hamilton with the bases loaded. Lorenzo Cain hitting cross-handed in high school because he didn’t know better. Ron Wright getting three at-bats in his entire career but making six outs—striking out, hitting into a double play, and hitting into a triple play.

I actually knew Ron Wright. I interviewed him as a young baseball writer while he was a prospect for the Class A Durham Bulls. I wound up covering baseball for two decades, writing two books and thousands of articles, always trying to share the joy of this glorious and goofy sport with readers. I learned to do that right here, soaking in this revision of The Baseball Catalog, my first and favorite baseball book of all time.

—Alan Schwarz

New York, NY

Author, The Numbers Game
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Introduction

Woody Allen once produced a movie called Everything You Wanted to Know About Sex but Were Afraid to Ask.

That concept, coupled with the old-time graphics of The Sporting News and The Old Farmer’s Almanac, were the driving forces behind this book.

First produced as The Baseball Catalog in 1980, when it was a Book of the Month Club alternate, it has had numerous revisions since. The most recent was a 2002 paperback called The Baseball Almanac: Big Bodacious Book of Baseball.

In the 15 years since, the baseball world has undergone cataclysmic changes. Each league now has three five-team divisions, unbalanced schedules, and daily interleague games. Ballparks have been built, records have fallen, and new stars have emerged.

But the game is basically the same one Alexander Cartwright created in 1846, three decades before the advent of the National League signaled the start of organized professional baseball.

Although it is physically impossible to produce a book covering everything that transpired on and off the field since Cartwright’s day, this volume includes items never published previously—including many photographs, illustrations, and artifacts collected over decades of involvement in the game.

Suffice to say that The New Baseball Bible was not just written; it was assembled like a giant jigsaw puzzle.

This volume runs the gamut from the Cincinnati Red Stockings to the Arizona Diamondbacks. But it emphasizes the good old days before revenue-raising gimmicks threatened to compromise the integrity of America’s national pastime.

During those glory years, there were two eight-team leagues, winners went straight to the World Series, and games were played on real grass illuminated by the sun. Night games on weekends or during the postseason were taboo and tickets were cheaper than today’s ballpark franks.

You can’t quite smell the hot dogs when you pick up this book, but you can come pretty darn close.

Beyond the exploits of the players, teams, and executives documented here are such off-the-field and off-the-wall characters as the goat owner who cursed the Cubs, the peanut vendor who made the longest Opening Day toss, the woman who struck out Babe Ruth, and the blind sportscaster who told the commissioner he had all the qualifications to be a major league umpire!

Hilda Chester, Schottzie, and Morganna are included too, along with the two Bob Millers of the 1962 Mets and the two Rick Ce(r)rones of the 1997 Yankees.

Putting this book together was a process that took years and involved talking to Ralph Kiner about being the biggest star on a bad ballclub, Monte Irvin about life in the Negro Leagues, and Clyde King about wartime spring training in the north. It also meant listening to Warren Spahn and Juan Marichal discuss their 16-inning duel—a 1963 marathon both refused to leave before Willie Mays settled the issue with a solo home run that represented the only run.

The idea here is to inspire older, more traditional fans but also to woo the younger generation back from its flirtation with the faster sports of basketball and hockey. As Bill Veeck once said, “Baseball is meant to be savored but not gulped.”

Sport Shirt Bill was right on the mark.

When I became a baseball fan in 1957, Dwight D. Eisenhower was president of the United States and the Milwaukee Braves beat the New York Yankees in the World Series. They got there without designated hitters, interleague games, and endless rounds of playoffs.

I watched with my father, Ezra Schlossberg, who turned down the sound on our old black-and-white Zenith and explained the nuances of the game to a son who was eager to learn.

The lessons stuck, especially after he took me to Yankee Stadium a year later for my first game, with the Yankees hosting the Washington Senators.

I knew I wanted to write about baseball long before I enrolled in the Newhouse School of Public Communications at Syracuse University. What a kick it was when I discovered later that I could even earn money writing the backs of the same baseball cards I used to purchase!

My first baseball interview happened when I was a high school senior. As sports editor of The Hilltop Star at Passaic (NJ) High School, I arranged to meet Bobby Bragan, manager of the lame-duck 1965 Milwaukee Braves, at Shea Stadium. I still remember his gray road flannels adorned with red script numbers and letters and the white “M” on his red-and-blue cap.

Some memories never fade.

The New Baseball Bible is meant to be a book of memories. It celebrates the best, the worst, and the most unusual aspects of the game and the people who played it.

Pretty enough to reside on a coffee table, it is also practical enough to leave in a bathroom. Pick it up anywhere, flip the pages in any direction, and smiles will flow.

That’s especially true in the brief Jay Johnstone foreword. He cultivated a reputation as an All-Star prankster, documented his adventures in three separate books of his own, and is still regarded as a legend in the art of practical jokes. The list of colorful characters also includes Chipper Jones, Puddin’ Head Jones, Vinegar Bend Mizell, and hundreds of others whose monikers make sportswriting so much fun. Babe Ruth alone had a half-dozen.

Ruth could hit, pitch, and carouse with the best of all time, thereby earning plenty of exposure in the pages that follow. But his polar opposite, Hank Aaron, broke most of his baseball records even though he had the additional burdens of night ball, relief pitching, coast-to-coast travel, television publicity, and a torrent of threats and hate mail sparked by his race.

Ruth and Aaron are here but so is Francisco Cabrera, a third-string catcher whose two-run single won a pennant in the last inning of the last game before the 1992 World Series. Such unexpected events help make baseball the great game it is.

As Joaquin Andujar, when asked for a one-word description of the game, said, “Youneverknow.”

In addition to players, managers, and executives, this book pays homage to the presidents, movie stars, and other celebrities who contributed to the lore of the game. Baseball knows no party lines. It welcomes men like Ronald Reagan, who used the game as a springboard to the White House, and Jimmy Carter, a rabid Braves fan who always wore his Atlanta hat in the ballpark.

This volume even attemps to fix a few twisted facts from the films Field of Dreams and 42.

Before the advent of the computer age, keeping facts straight was an uncertain science. But an organization called The Society for American Baseball Research [SABR] has done herculean work in repairing erroneous baseball records, espousing forgotten history, and providing a powerful online forum for nearly 7,000 rabid fans, writers, researchers, historians, and educators. My membership, which began more than 40 years ago, has been rewarding both personally and professionally.

Colleagues and SABRmetricians who thumb through these pages may disagree with names, dates, or records, especially pertaining to the game’s early years when games were scored in pencil and reporting was more flowery than accurate. Constructive criticism is always welcome—especially with an eye toward future editions—but getting those early records straight is no easy task. My theory for this book was simple: when sources disagreed, a best-of-three rule settled the score.

For the most part, the illustrations, captions, and sidebars herein tell the story of the game well, covering as many bases as possible.

Because this volume could have been called Baseball Information Please, there’s a detailed index designed for historians, researchers, and just plain fans.

Like me.

—Dan Schlossberg

Fair Lawn, NJ


Chapter 1
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The early game was definitely different, with fielders above not even wearing gloves. Future Hall of Famers Cap Anson and Connie Mack are also in this illustration from the Police Gazette.

Beginnings of Baseball



Early Rules

During the 1850s, Massachusetts base ball was played on a square-shaped field that had 10–14 players per side and four-foot-high posts for bases. Umpires asked fans for advice and awarded victory to the first team that scored 100 runs.
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Base Ball at Hoboken

New York, July 6, 1853. Friend P. —The first friendly game of the season, between the Gotham and Knickerbocker Base Ball Clubs, was played on the grounds of the latter. The game was commenced on Friday the 1st, but owing to the storm had to be postponed, the Knickerbockers making nine aces to two of the Gotham.



Dubious Doubleday

Abner Doubleday’s credibility as the inventor of baseball wasn’t helped by the 67 diaries he wrote after retiring from the U.S. Army in 1873. Neither the diaries nor the Doubleday obituary that appeared in The New York Times 20 years later made any reference to baseball.





British Origin of Baseball

In Spalding’s Base Ball Guide of 1903, English-born editor Henry Chadwick traced the origin of the game to the British sports of rounders, town ball, and a third game called old cat.

“More than 70 years ago, when I was a schoolboy in England,” he wrote, “my favorite field sport was the game of rounders. This was played with an ordinary ball and with stout, round sticks as bats.

“After school time, we boys would proceed to the nearest playing field, select a smooth portion of it, and lay out the ground for a contest. This was easily done by placing four stones, or posts, in position as base stations, and by digging a hole in the ground where the batsman had to stand.

“We then tossed for sides and innings and started the game. Custom made the rules of play, as there was no written code to govern the game.”

In the 18th century, shortly before the American Revolution, a poem called “Base Ball” appeared in A Little Pretty Pocket Book. It was first published in Great Britain in 1744 and reprinted in Worcester, Massachusetts, in 1787. It read:

The ball once struck off,

Away flies the boy

To the next destined point,

And then home with joy.

These early accounts cast considerable doubt on the long-standing theory that Abner Doubleday “invented” baseball at the sleepy village of Cooperstown, New York, in 1839. Though a 1907 special commission lent credence to the Doubleday story—perhaps in an attempt to give America credit for the game’s origin—later research indicates Doubleday was a plebe at West Point in 1839 and probably did not get to Cooperstown that year.

Alexander Cartwright: Father of Baseball

The Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown gives Alexander Cartwright the title “Father of Modern Base Ball.” That inscription decorates his plaque in the Hall of Fame’s gallery.

Cartwright was a teller at the Union Bank of New York in 1845 when he organized the first regular team, the Knickerbockers, and wrote rules to govern the sport. A talented draftsman, he set bases 90 feet apart, established nine players on a side, three outs per inning, and an unchangeable batting order.

The loosely organized games played at the time consisted of teams with 11 to 20 players each. Bases were made of stakes, stones, or sand-filled sacks that could be kicked away by fielders. Runners were put out—literally—when fielders plunked them in the middle of the back with the baseball.

Cartwright developed the concept of a nine-inning game later. The first game played under his rules ended when the New York Nine scored its 21st run (then called an ace) in the fourth inning (called a hand). New York added two more, the Knickerbockers took their final turn at bat, and the game ended in a 23–1 defeat for the home team. The site was the Elysian Fields, Hoboken, New Jersey, on June 19, 1846.

A talented pitcher, Cartwright served as umpire in that first game. His goal was to make both sides understand the new rules, and he succeeded. Cartwright was fair but stern; he fined a New York Nine player named Davis six cents for swearing.

By 1849, the Knickerbockers had reached such a level of respectability that they wore uniforms for the first time. In 1857, the nine-inning format replaced the 21-run rule.

The First League

The National Association of Baseball Clubs, the first league, was organized in New York in 1857, and the Fashion Race Course in Jamaica, New York, was declared the site for all games. The season ran from July to October because the players felt it was too warm to play in May and June. Perhaps the weather pattern has changed, but the “dog days of August” have wilted pennant hopes of contenders throughout the modern era, which began in 1901.

In 1858 there was evidence that baseball was catching fire with the fans. Spectators paid 50 cents each to see Brooklyn and New York clash at the Fashion Race Course; attendance was 1,500.

Two years later, the Excelsiors of Brooklyn became the first team to go on tour. Twice during a five-game swing upstate, they scored more than 50 runs in a game, and they returned home undefeated.



Slim Pickins

Troy of the National League had a paid attendance of 12 for a game in 1882.

Good Start

Ross Barnes hit the first home run in National League history, for the Chicago White Stockings on May 2, 1876, but hit only one more for the rest of his career.

First Trade

The first trade in baseball history occurred on November 15, 1886 when the Cincinnati Red Stockings of the American Association sent catcher “Honest Jack” Boyle and $400 to the St. Louis Browns for Hugh Nicol, an outfielder who stood only 5’4” tall but had exceptional speed.

Fall Classic?

After the 1886 campaign, a 15-game exhibition series was staged between the St. Louis Browns of the American Association and Detroit Wolverines of the National League. Detroit won 10 of the games.
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One of the best organized teams, the Athletic Baseball Club of Philadelphia, adopted a nickname that still survives today.



Lopsided Scores

Early handicaps on hurlers helped hitters immensely. Forest City, based in Cleveland, beat the Brooklyn Atlantics 132–1 in a five-inning game in 1870. In another game that year Forest City scored 90 runs in the first inning and had the bases loaded with nobody out when rain halted play at Utica, New York.

Spalding’s Sensational Season

In 1875, one year before the formation of the National League (and several years before modern pitching rules were established), A. G. Spalding of Boston (National Association) posted a 57-7 record using only fastballs and curves.
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A. G. Spalding helped found the National League in 1876.

The First Professional Team

Baseball fever boomed in 1860, when the Olympic Town Ball Club of Philadelphia, organized in 1833, decided to abandon the imported British sport of town ball and play baseball instead.

By 1869, Harry Wright, originally a cricket player, had gathered nine other top players to form the Cincinnati Red Stockings, the first professional team. Though the average player did not earn much more than $1,000 that season, the Red Stockings were more concerned with pride than price; they went undefeated in 69 games (there was one tie) and launched an amazing 130-game winning streak that did not end until June 14, 1870.

Only once did Cincinnati fail to score 16 or more runs in a game, and one of their decisions was a 103–8 triumph over the Buckeyes. The team was so popular that President Ulysses S. Grant received them in the White House.

The Red Stockings, named for their scarlet hose, kindled the establishment of the National Association of Professional Baseball Players in 1871, but the first pro league was riddled with constant franchise and player shifting, plus the influence of gamblers and other unsavory characters in the ballparks. Tinged with dishonesty, the league lost its fans and folded.

The National League

William A. Hulbert, owner of the Chicago National Association club, and Boston pitcher A. G. Spalding then laid the groundwork for the National League, with authority concentrated among the team owners and a strong constitution to protect the game’s integrity.

A 70-game schedule was drawn up for the eight-club circuit, but the New York Mutuals and the Philadelphia Athletics were expelled before season’s end for failing to take their final western road trips. Admission to games was 50 cents, or 10 cents to those who arrived after the third inning.

Well into the 1880s batters ordered their own pitches and runners interfered with fielders trying to make plays. Pitchers were obliged to throw underhand until 1881 and faced numerous other restrictions that remained in force until 1884. Their distance from batters was much closer until 1893, when the current standard of 60 feet, 6 inches was introduced—quite by accident.

Pitching distance had been 45 feet until 1881, then 50, then “60 feet, 0 inches.” The surveyor misread the “0” as a “6” and the mistake was never corrected.

In the early days of the game, proximity to home plate allowed hurlers to work more and win more. Old Hoss Radbourn won 59 and lost 12 for Providence of the National League in 1884. In the modern era, it would take a star pitcher three seasons to win that many.

Early Problems in the Game

One of the National League’s biggest problems was constant player movement between seasons. In 1879, the first reserve rule was invoked. Clubs were allowed to place five men “on reserve” so that other teams would not sign those players for the following year. The list gradually grew from five to fifteen and, finally, to the entire roster.

The best test of the reserve clause was the creation of a second major league, the American Association, in 1882. At first it competed for National League players, as did the Union Association (which lasted only for the 1884 season), but the AA eventually came to terms with the older NL.

National League president Abraham Mills was hailed as “the Bismarck of baseball” when he signed the first National Agreement with the American Association in 1883. The pact set up an 11-player reserve list, guaranteed territorial rights, set minimum salaries at $1,000, and even created a postseason series between league champions—the first “World Series.”

Players deemed it an honor to be placed on reserve because those who weren’t were not considered valuable by their teams. But the reserve clause allowed owners to deal out arbitrary salary cuts because it forbade free movement of players between teams.

Labor vs. Management

Player/owner friction, which reached an explosive climax with the demolition of the reserve clause in 1975, is almost as old as the game itself. Noting that owners were using the reserve clause to keep salaries of stars at low levels in the 1880s, law school graduate John Montgomery Ward, top star of the New York Giants, started a union called the Brotherhood of Professional Base Ball Players.

Among other things, Ward wanted each team to lift its arbitrary salary ceiling. Following the 1888 season, the owners agreed, and a delighted Ward set sail with Albert Spalding on a round-the-world baseball tour. When he returned in March of 1889, he found the players about to strike because the owners had reneged on their promises. Ward urged them to play that year with an eye out for investors in a new league.

In 1890 many of the game’s stars drifted to the new Players League, which put teams in seven of eight National League cities. The exodus of players crippled the American Association and weakened the National, which coaxed many of its players to return the following year. Several Players League backers bought into the NL.

Because National League owners took an estimated $500,000 bath when the Players League drained it of top talent, economy became mandatory. Ed Delahanty’s salary was slashed from $2,100 to $1,800 and left-handed catcher John Clements went from $3,000 to $1,800.

In 1896 New York Giants pitcher Amos Rusie sat out the entire season because the team attempted to deduct a $200 fine from his contract. A series of lawsuits eventually persuaded the league to cough up the $3,000 he had demanded.



Abe Lincoln Played Baseball

Abraham Lincoln was playing in a closely contested baseball game in 1860 when a message arrived for him. He told the messenger not to interrupt him during the game. Afterward, he found out he had been nominated for president by the Republican Party.







Old Hoss Was Warhorse

Old Hoss Radbourn, who won 309 games in 11 seasons, was the winning pitcher in the most lopsided shutout of all time—a 28–0 win for Providence over Philadelphia on August 21, 1883.
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Strong-Armed Pitcher

One-armed Cleveland pitcher Hugh Daily no-hit Philadelphia, 1–0, in 1883.

Red Stockings Were Nonchalant

The Cincinnati Red Stockings took winning so matter-of-factly that when pitcher Asa Brainard spotted a rabbit on the field during a game, he threw the ball at it as two runners scored.
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Disgruntled players formed the rival Players League in 1890.

Teams were understood to have a per-player salary limit of $2,400 and a club ceiling of $30,000. They were not bound to pay injured or ill athletes, and the Baltimore Orioles were commended for a “humanitarian” gesture after they paid John McGraw $1,200 upon his return from a long bout with typhoid fever.

The collapse of the Players League and American Association left the National with an unwieldy 12-club structure dissimilar from that created by the second wave of expansion in 1969. The original 12-team format was not broken into divisions, thereby enabling a team to suffer the ignominy of a 12th-place finish. Four NL teams were dropped after the 1899 campaign, restoring the league to eight members.
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Tim Keefe and Mickey Welch both won more than 300 games and found their way to the Baseball Hall of Fame.
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Cy’s Streak

Cy Young threw 23 straight hitless innings in 1904: two innings April 25, six innings April 30, a perfect game May 5, and six innings May 11.

Hitless Wonders

The Dead Ball Era was exactly that. The 1906 Chicago White Sox hit seven home runs in 154 games, earning their “Hitless Wonders” nickname, and none in the World Series against the crosstown Cubs. Neither team hit a home run in the six-game Series.
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The American League

What was to become the American League surfaced for the first time in 1900 as the American Association. When this new circuit began, it announced goals of fostering honest competition without the reserve rule and supporting itself by luring big crowds with low ticket prices.

Created from the remains of the Western League, which Ban Johnson served as president, the American League took its present name on November 14, 1900, with a lineup that included Baltimore, Buffalo, Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Milwaukee, Philadelphia, and Washington.

Eight AL teams played a 140-game schedule with 14-man rosters in 1901. The Chicago White Sox recorded the best attendance—354,350—as the circuit drew a combined total of 1,683,584. Both Chicago and Boston drew more fans than National League rivals in those cities.

League players came primarily from National League teams. The prize was Napoleon Lajoie, who jumped crosstown from the Phils to the A’s and hit .426, highest in league history. The star second baseman was later barred from playing in Philadelphia because of the intracity squabble over his services and was sold to Cleveland. When the Indians visited Philadelphia, Lajoie languished on the beach in nearby Atlantic City, New Jersey.

More than 110 of the American League’s 185 players had National League experience, including Baltimore player/manager John McGraw. Early in the year, McGraw discovered a talented black second baseman, Charlie Grant, and attempted to circumvent the unwritten “color line” by informing rivals that Grant was a full-blooded Cherokee named Tokomoma. The ruse failed.

In a rough-and-tumble season, the AL’s best-educated battery belonged to the Athletics: left-handed pitcher Eddie Plank, from Gettysburg College, and Dr. Mike Powers, a catcher from Notre Dame.

By January 1903, the AL achieved major status when a new National Agreement was drawn and ratified in Cincinnati. Two AL franchises had shifted—Baltimore to New York and Milwaukee to St. Louis—and Boston had replaced Buffalo. The National League of that year had Boston, Brooklyn, Chicago, Cincinnati, New York, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and St. Louis.

There were no further changes in the baseball map until 1953, when the Boston Braves shook the sports world by moving to Milwaukee. (The outlaw Federal League of 1914–1915 failed in its brief challenge to the majors.)

With the 1903 agreement between leagues, the reserve rule was tightened. It read, “Contracts with players must be respected under the penalties specified. The right and title of a major league club to its players shall be absolute, and can only be terminated by release or failure to reserve under the rules of the agreement by the club to which a player has been under contract.”

Protection of the Minors

The agreement also guaranteed the independence of minor league teams and prohibited a big-league club from “farming” a player to the minors. Branch Rickey, a colorful and innovative executive, later reversed that concept.

The major/minor relationship in 1903 stipulated that bigleague teams could purchase players from the minors (called the National Association) between August 15 and October 15 for the following prices: $750 from Class A (the highest minor league), $500 from Class B, $300 from Class C, and $200 from Class D.

Though those prices seem low from the perspective of the late 1990s—where the minimum league salary was $200,000—money was low in volume but high in value in the early days of the game. A little went a long way.

Consider this: the first National League franchises, in 1876, sold for $100 each. Five years earlier, National Association franchises went for just $10. Umpires worked gratis until 1883, then were paid $5 per game by the home team. In 1888, visiting clubs received 15 cents from each paid admission to the ballpark. And clubs deducted $30 per season from player salaries for uniform costs and 50 cents per day for meal money.

When the champion Boston club of the National Association made a season’s profit of $2,261.07 in 1875, other team executives were startled. Baseball was not known as a profitable business.

Once the major leagues solidified, however, profits climbed as clubs in both circuits played constant schedules under practical rules that stabilized at the same time as the two leagues.

How the Schedule Changed

When the National League began operation in 1876, its eight members played schedules of 70 games each. As the league’s size and membership varied, so did the schedule, finally climbing to 112 games in 1884 and 126 two years later.

By 1901, when the American League shattered the National’s monopoly on big-league baseball, the two circuits were playing 140 games each. That increased to 154 games in 1904. Each club played its rivals 22 times—11 home and 11 away.

With expansion to 10-team leagues in 1961 and 1962 came extension of the schedule to 162 contests—9 home and 9 away for each team against each rival. The advent of divisional play in 1969 did not destroy the 162-game concept but did jettison the idea that each team should play a constant number of games against each rival.

With 12 teams in each league, intradivision clubs, such as the New York Mets and Philadelphia Phillies, played each other 18 times—9 home and 9 away—but faced interdivision clubs, such as the Los Angeles Dodgers, only 12 times—6 and 6.

All games counted in the standings, with a best-of-five championship series to determine the league’s pennant-winner. The playoffs were expanded to a best-of-seven format in 1985.



Distaff Game

English baseball in the 19th century was played primarily by women.

Real Debut?

Even if Abner Doubleday did play baseball in Cooperstown in 1839, the first record of a game was made one year earlier. That contest was played in Canada: in Beachville, Ontario.

Flat Bats

From 1885 to 1893, National League hitters used flat bats. The idea—to boost sagging offense—worked, but so many bats splintered that the rule was abandoned.

Hot Stove Leagues

Early ballplayers kept in playing shape during the off-season by playing baseball in their hometowns—often keeping warm with hot stoves. The Hot Stove Leagues didn’t last, but their name morphed into a metaphor for fans keeping warm during the winter by talking baseball rather than playing it.

A Towering Achievement

On August 25, 1894, Chicago NL catcher William Schriver became the first player to catch a ball thrown from the top of the Washington Monument.
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The first unbalanced 162-game schedule was created with AL expansion to 14 clubs in 1977. It lasted only two seasons.

In 1979, the league adopted a slate that called for each team in the two seven-team divisions to play each opponent 12 times—6 home and 6 away—for a total of 156 games. Clubs then played each intradivisional rival one additional game.

The NL adopted that format when it expanded to 14 teams in 1993.

Before the advent of divisional play in 1969, champions of the American and National Leagues were automatic World Series opponents. When divisional play made its debut, a best-of-five playoff called the Championship Series determined winners in each league. The LCS format changed to best-of-seven in 1985 after general managers insisted that was a better barometer of discovering the best teams.

The 1994 advent of a three-division format featuring a wild-card winner mandated an earlier round of playoffs, a best-of-five Division Series, to determine Championship Series opponents.

The introduction of interleague play in 1997 and further expansion in 1998 did not alter the 162-game schedule but did create an unbalanced schedule so that teams did not play the same number of games against each opponent—or even play the same opponents.

The addition of a second wild card in 2012 allowed 10 of the 30 teams into the postseason, mandated the need for a sudden-death wild-card game, and increased the odds that the best teams would not reach the World Series. A thirdplace finisher even had the potential to become a world champion (three teams from the NL Central reached the 2015 postseason, along with the divisional champions of the league’s other two divisions). In 2014, for the first time in baseball history, a world champion (the San Francisco Giants) survived four playoff rounds.

Schedules were shortened by war (1918) and labor disputes (1972, 1981, 1994-95). In addition, the 9/11 terrorist attacks delayed the 2001 campaign for a week.

By shifting the Houston Astros, a 1962 National League expansion team, from the NL Central to the American League West, the two leagues had 15 teams each for the first time.

Under the current format, teams play 19 games against each of the four opponents in its division, six or seven games against 10 intraleague rivals, and 20 interleague contests.


Chapter 2
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The designated hitter rule, introduced in 1973, was made for David Ortiz. The left-handed Dominican slugger hit more than 500 home runs, primarily for the Boston Red Sox, before retiring after the 2016 season.

How Some Rules Apply
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Babe Ruth (above) and Hank Aaron (below) were the first men to top 700 home runs. Though the records list their career totals as 714 and 755, respectively, varying interpretations of the rules leave those figures open to debate.
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Rules and Records

Baseball rules are constantly changing and, because of that fact, old records that are broken must be viewed in light of rule changes that have been made.

In 1879 a pitcher had to throw nine balls to give up a walk, and in 1887 it took four strikes to get a man out. At one time, the catcher stood 20 or more feet behind the batter and the pitcher got credit for a strike even when his pitch bounced before passing through the strike zone. The batter (called striker) received credit for a hit when he walked and the runner got a stolen base each time he advanced on a teammate’s hit.

For a while, bases on balls counted as hits, inflating batting averages of early players.

Sudden-Death Home Runs

Rule changes had a great effect on home-run kings Babe Ruth and Hank Aaron. Did Ruth actually hit 714 lifetime home runs or 716? And did Aaron really have 714 to his credit when he broke Ruth’s record on April 8, 1974?

On September 8, 1918, Ruth was a hard-hitting pitcher for the Boston Red Sox. With a man on first in the bottom of the ninth inning of a tie game, he came to bat against Cleveland and hit the ball over the fence. Under present-day rules that would be a home run—but it wasn’t then.

A sudden-death rule was in effect in 1918. Once the winning run scored, the game was automatically over. So Ruth was given only a triple, since it took three bases to force home the decisive tally.

Little more than a year later, on September 20, an overflow crowd was standing behind a roped-off area in front of the bleachers at Boston’s Fenway Park. The Red Sox and White Sox agreed before the game that any ball hit into the crowd would be a triple. Ruth hit a ball over the crowd and into the bleachers, but it struck something hard and bounced back into the crowd. The umpire couldn’t tell whether the ball cleared the wall and incorrectly awarded three bases to Ruth—even though he had actually hit a home run.

Home Runs After 1954

By 1954, nearly 20 years after Ruth’s retirement, rules governing home runs had changed in certain respects, some beneficial to Ruth and others to Hank Aaron, who started his career that season.

Balls that cleared the fence fair but landed foul were considered nothing more than long strikes for Ruth but counted as home runs for Aaron. Conversely, balls that bounced over the wall on one hop were homers for Ruth but ground-rule doubles for Aaron.

The new home-run king, who ended his career in 1976 with a career count of 755 home runs, missed a definite homer on August 19, 1965, when his clout onto the roof of Sportsman’s Park, St. Louis, was ruled an out by umpire Chris Pelekoudas.

Aaron was particularly incensed because his victim was crafty left-hander Curt Simmons, a longtime nemesis. Pelekoudas made the call when Cardinal catcher Bob Uecker pointed out that Aaron’s back foot was out of the batter’s box when he took his stance.

A rule dictates that the batter must remain in the box until the pitcher delivers the ball—but Uecker wisely kept quiet about it until the appropriate moment. The umpire is not obligated to cite the batter for such an infraction unless the opposing team appeals.

There is no way to document how many home runs Ruth and Aaron hit without credit because of rained-out games (anything less than five innings, or four-and-a-half with the home team ahead). Baseball historians have settled on final figures of 755 for Aaron and 714 for Ruth.

These figures reflect only regular-season games, with All-Star and World Series totals excluded.
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Ron Blomberg, here with author Dan Schlossberg, became the first designated hitter by accident. Listed as the No. 6 hitter for the Yankees for their April 6, 1973 opener at Fenway Park, Blomberg came to bat during a first-inning rally. The bat he used to make history later became the only one displayed by the Baseball Hall of Fame as the result of a walk.

The Designated Hitter


A hitter may be designated to bat for the starting pitcher and all subsequent pitchers in any game without otherwise affecting the status of the pitcher(s) in the game. A Designated Hitter for the pitcher must be selected prior to the game and must be included in the lineup cards presented to the Umpire-in-Chief.

It is not mandatory that a club designate a hitter for the pitcher, but failure to do so prior to the game precludes the use of a Designated Hitter for that game.

Pinch-hitters for a Designated Hitter may be used. Any substitute hitter for a Designated Hitter becomes the Designated Hitter. A replaced Designated Hitter shall not reenter the game in any capacity.

The Designated Hitter may be used defensively, continuing to bat in the same position in the batting order, but the pitcher must then bat in the place of the substituted defensive player, unless more than one substitution is made, and the manager then must designate their spots in the batting order.

A runner may be substituted for the Designated Hitter and the runner assumes the role of Designated Hitter. A Designated Hitter may not pinch run.

A Designated Hitter is “locked” into the batting order. No multiple substitutions may be made that will alter the batting rotation of the Designated Hitter.

Once the game pitcher is switched from the mound to a defensive position this move shall terminate the Designated Hitter role for the remainder of the game.

Once a pinch-hitter bats for any player in the batting order and then enters the game to pitch, this move shall terminate the Designated Hitter role for the remainder of the game.

Once the game pitcher bats for the Designated Hitter this move shall terminate the Designated Hitter role for the remainder of the game. (The game pitcher may only pinch hit for the Designated Hitter.)

Once a Designated Hitter assumes a defensive position this move shall terminate the Designated Hitter rule for the remainder of the game. A substitute for the Designated Hitter need not be announced until it is the Designated Hitter’s turn to bat.

—Official Baseball Rules, 1978



The Designated Hitter

The most radical baseball rule change of the 20th century was the introduction of the designated hitter by the American League in 1973. Though it was first suggested by National League president John A. Heydler in 1928, and formally presented to baseball’s Rules Committee by Pacific Coast League President Dewey Soriano in 1961, the recommendation lay dormant until the International League adopted it as an experiment in 1969. AL owners finally adopted the DH as a three-year experiment late in 1972, after eight of the twelve league clubs lost money and nine failed to draw a million customers.

The rule allows a specified player to take the batting turn of the weakest hitter in the lineup (usually the pitcher) without entering the contest. The player who yields his batting spot to the DH does not have to leave the game—though a man who yields to a traditional pinch-hitter must.



Slugging Pitchers

Pitchers with 35 or more lifetime homers are Wes Ferrell (Indians, Red Sox), 38; Bob Lemon (Indians), 37; Red Ruffing (Yankees), 36; and Warren Spahn (Braves), 35.

Youngest Perfect Game Pitcher

Jim “Catfish” Hunter had just turned 22 when he pitched a perfect game against the Minnesota Twins for the Oakland A’s in 1968. Hunter was the youngest man ever to pitch a perfect game.

The First DH

Ron Blomberg of the Yankees was the first designated hitter.

DH Didn’t Hinder Holtzman

Though he did not bat during the season because of the American League’s designated hitter rule, Oakland A’s pitcher Ken Holtzman hit well during World Series play in 1973 and 1974. His pair of doubles in 1973 led to rallies that helped Oakland beat the Mets, while his double and home run contributed to another world title the following fall.

Power Pitchers

Between the 1973 advent of the designated hitter rule and the 1997 introduction of inter-league play, no American League pitcher hit a home run. Roric Harrison (Orioles) hit the last pre-DH homer in 1972, while Bobby Witt (Rangers) hit the first homer by an AL pitcher against National League pitching in 1997.

Sluggers “Escaped” DH

Four sluggers who reached the Hall of Fame might not have attained stardom had the designated hitter rule applied when they played. The four—Babe Ruth, George Sisler, Ted Williams, and Stan Musial—all began their careers as pitchers.





What the Critics Say

Critics contend that the rule denies good-hitting pitchers the built-in edge they normally have over weak-hitting rival pitchers. They say it interferes with managerial strategy, such as whether to use a late-inning pinch-hitter for the pitcher, whom to choose, and what relief pitcher should be called into action.

Another anti-DH argument is that the rule extends the careers of “over-the-hill” stars and allows “incomplete” players (hitters who can’t run or throw) to remain in the majors.

Supporters suggest the DH improves the offense and makes the game more exciting. When the International League tried the rule in 1969, the overall batting average of its top team climbed 17 points. Designated hitters batted .261 with 108 homers and 472 runs batted in. A year earlier, pitchers hit only .160 with 24 home runs and 204 runs batted in.

In 1975, both major leagues proved almost equal in overall batting average (.257 for the NL and .258 for the AL) though playing under different rules. Because of the DH, American League clubs outscored NL counterparts, averaging 4.30 runs per game against 4.13. AL hitters averaged .76 home runs per game, as opposed to .63 in the NL. The designated hitters produced 222 home runs and 962 runs batted in on a .254 batting average, while NL pitchers hit just .150 with 10 home runs and 283 RBIs.

In the first three years of the DH rule, the overall American League batting average was .258. In 1972, the last year pitchers hit in that league, it was .239.

Views of the League Presidents

Naturally, the two major league presidents had opposite viewpoints as to the value of the DH rule in 1973. National League chief executive Chub Feeney said, “Baseball is a game of teams which emphasizes individuals in competition. Use of the DH takes something away from the game. Baseball has always been the hardest game to play because any player must be a whole athlete—able to do everything.”

Lee MacPhail of the American League said the rule restored balance to a game that had begun to overemphasize pitching and defense. He also noted that league attendance had jumped since its inception. “While it would be preferable if both leagues followed identical playing rules,” he explained, “the situation in the National League with respect to offensive/defensive balance is dissimilar to ours because most of their parks have artificial turf—an innovation which has changed the game as much as the designated hitter rule.”



Early Fouls

During the 19th century, a foul tip caught by the catcher was an automatic out—on any count.

Rain Checks

Fans in Detroit received the first rain checks in baseball history—in 1888. Ticket holders for a rained-out game were admitted free to the next contest.

No Walkoffs

Before 1920, walkoff home runs were a rarity. Since the game ended the minute the go-ahead run scored, a home run with the bases loaded in a tie game would count as a single. Only if the batter himself represented the winning run would a ball over the fence be considered a home run.

What DH?

Pitcher Red Ruffing hit two home runs as the Yankees beat the Browns, 7–6, in 10 innings on September 18, 1930. Twelve years later, Boston Braves pitcher Jim Tobin hit three home runs in one game.

Wildest Wild Pitch

The wildest wild pitch in baseball history didn’t advance a runner. It was merely called a ball—not an unusual development when Phil Marchildon was on the mound for the Philadelphia Athletics. On August 1, 1948, he beat the Detroit Tigers, 4–2, but walked seven, hit a batter, and threw a pitch that traveled 10 rows up on the third base side before it made contact with the head of a fan. That spectator, Sam Wexler of Toledo, was leaning over to light a cigar when the ball hit him. Taken to the first aid room, he returned puffing and smiling. Wexler told the Owosso Argus-Press, "I didn’t know what hit me. It’s a little sore up there. That must have been the wildest wild pitch in history."

Long Wait

Phillies pitcher Jim Hearn lost a game two months after he retired. The starting pitcher against Pittsburgh on May 10, 1959, he left the game as pitcher of record on the losing side. The game was suspended, forcing it to be completed in July. When it was, Hearn was charged with the loss.





The DH in the World Series

Though the designated hitter rule was adopted in time for the 1973 season, agreement to use it in World Series games (or even meaningless spring-training games) was not reached for several years. The AL wanted it, the NL did not, and Commissioner Bowie Kuhn had to settle the stalemate. He ruled that the DH can be used in years that the World Series begins in the home park of the American League club. It was first used in 1976 but backfired on the AL Yankees when Dan Driessen, the first National League DH, helped the Cincinnati Reds to a four-game sweep.

Reaction to the DH

When the designated hitter rule was first enacted, several pitchers objected. Terry Forster, then with the Chicago White Sox, had the strongest argument after he hit .526 (10-for-19) in 1972, and knocked in the winning run as a pinch-hitter for third baseman Hank Allen in a late-season game.

Forster’s .397 lifetime batting average is the best of any player to appear in at least 500 games.

In 1973 Oakland A’s manager Dick Williams prepared for the World Series by using four pitchers as pinch-hitters in one game. Catfish Hunter singled, Ken Holtzman walked, Darold Knowles hit a sacrifice fly, and Vida Blue struck out.

The following season, Texas Rangers pitcher Ferguson Jenkins, the only pitcher to appear in an AL lineup as a hitter that year, singled in the sixth to break up a no-hitter and scored the first run as he beat Minnesota, 2–1, to win his 25th game.

The DH prolonged the careers of Orlando Cepeda, Tommy Davis, Billy Williams, Rico Carty, Harmon Killebrew, and even Hank Aaron, who hit his last home run in that role in 1976.



First Series DH

Cincinnati’s Dan Driessen became the first DH in World Series history in 1976. He hit .350 as the Reds swept the Yankees.

One-Year Wonder

Eddie Murray of the 1977 Baltimore Orioles was the first DH voted AL Rookie of the Year. The 21-yearold switch-hitter had 27 home runs that season.
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Don Baylor, then with the California Angels, used the DH as a springboard to the 1979 Most Valuable Player award. The first MVP to play more than 50 games as a designated hitter, he hit .296 with 36 homers and led the American League with 120 runs scored and 139 runs batted in. Baylor, then 30, played 65 games as the DH, 97 in the outfield, and 1 at first base. Four years later, he became a fulltime DH after signing with the Yankees as a free agent.



Dynamic DH

Tony Oliva of the Minnesota Twins was the first DH to hit a home run. He did it on April 6, 1973.

Full-Time Job

The first DH to play in all 162 games was Rusty Staub of the 1978 Detroit Tigers.





The Balk Rule

The first balk rule was enacted in 1898 and refined two years later, ostensibly to provide protection for baserunners who were constant victims of deceiving motions by pitchers.

The basic balk is a motion to deliver the ball to home plate or first base that is not followed through. When it occurs, baserunners are entitled to move up one base. If a batter hits a ball delivered during a balk, play proceeds without penalty. Nor does the rule apply when bases are clear.

When he is ready to deliver the ball, the pitcher must have his back heel in contact with the rubber, a 24 by 6-inch slab imbedded in the pitcher’s mound. A balk may be called if a pitcher touches the rubber when he does not have the ball.

In 1963 and 1978, National League umpires were ordered by the league to enforce the balk rule to the letter. Minor “balk wars” ensued as pitchers charged the arbiters were overstepping their bounds.

Variations between leagues in interpreting the balk rule caused a minor controversy prior to the 1975 World Series because Red Sox star Luis Tiant had developed a tricky pickoff move which, according to NL standards, seemed to be a balk. Tiant still won two of his club’s three triumphs against the Reds that fall.

Rare calls of the balk rule occur when a pitcher drops the ball by accident. This happened to Red Sox reliever Sparky Lyle against the Yankees in 1969, and a run scored as a result. It also happened to Boston’s Diego Segui, who balked home the winning run in May 1974 when hitter Jerry Terrell of Minnesota reached down to pick up some dirt and Segui stopped his motion.

The Balk Rule


8.05 If there is a runner, or runners, it is a balk when—

(a) The pitcher, while touching his plate, makes any motion naturally associated with his pitch and fails to make such delivery;

(b) The pitcher, while touching his plate, feints a throw to first base and fails to complete the throw;

(c) The pitcher, while touching his plate, fails to step directly toward a base before throwing to that base;

(d) The pitcher, while touching his plate, throws, or feints a throw, to an unoccupied base, except for the purpose of making a play;

(e) The pitcher makes an illegal pitch;

(f) The pitcher delivers the ball to the batter while he is not facing the batter;

(g) The pitcher makes any motion naturally associated with his pitch while he is not touching the pitcher’s plate;

(h) The pitcher unnecessarily delays the game;

(i) The pitcher, without having the ball, stands on or astride the pitcher’s plate or while off the plate, he feints a pitch;

(j) The pitcher, after coming to a legal pitching position, removes one hand from the ball other than in an actual pitch, or in throwing to a base;

(k) The pitcher, while touching his plate, accidentally or intentionally drops the ball;

(l) The pitcher, while giving an intentional base on balls, pitches when the catcher is not in the catcher’s box;

(m) The pitcher delivers the pitch from Set Position without coming to a stop.

—Official Baseball Rules, 1978
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A controversial pickoff move—which might have been considered a balk by some National League umpires—did not prevent Boston’s Luis Tiant from winning two games in the 1975 World Series.



Tough K

Pittsburgh rookie Doe Boyland struck out while sitting on the bench. In his first major league at-bat, Boyland was lifted with a 1-2 count after the Mets made a pitching change. When replacement Rennie Stennett took a called third strike, Boyland was charged with the strikeout.

Series DH

Lou Piniella was the first designated hitter to bat in the World Series. He doubled to right in the second inning for the Yankees against the Reds on October 16, 1976. The next day, Cincinnati’s Dan Driessen became the first DH to hit a home run in the Fall Classic.

In-Justice

When ex-Brave Zane Smith beat Atlanta, 1–0, for the Pittsburgh Pirates in the fifth game of the 1991 NL Championship Series, he had some unforeseen help from David Justice. In the fourth inning, the Braves right fielder crossed the plate but was called out for missing third.

Wagner Sought Changes

In 1904 Pittsburgh shortstop Honus Wagner asked for a ban on freak deliveries and suggested the standard pitching distance of 60 feet, 6 inches was too short.

Merkle’s Boner Cost Mathewson Victory Crown

Because Christy Mathewson was deprived of a certain victory when Fred Merkle forgot to touch second base in a late-season Giants/Cubs contest in 1908, he ended his career with 373 victories, a total later equaled by longtime Phillies star Grover Cleveland Alexander. No NL pitcher ever won more. It’s possible Mathewson would rank alone at the top if victory hadn’t become a tie because of “Merkle’s boner.”





Rules Violations

Violation of baseball rules often proves costly—to both team and individual. Under pennant pressure, mistakes happen and the most fundamental rules are not followed.

For example, it is illegal to pass preceding runners on the bases. Runners must touch all bases in order (or reverse order when forced to return, except on a home run or ground-rule “automatic,” which requires the runner to start at his original route).

Runners may not return to missed bases if a following runner has scored. Runners must touch the next base safely when forced to advance. All plays must be completed.

The defensive team may appeal that a runner has missed a base and, if correct, the umpire will call the runner out when the defensive team tags the base while in possession of the ball.

“Merkle’s Boner”

The most famous rules violation in baseball history was “Merkle’s boner” on September 24, 1908. The New York Giants and the Chicago Cubs, fighting for the National League pennant, were locked in a 1–1 tie in the ninth inning at New York when the Giants put Moose McCormick on third and Fred Merkle on first with two outs.

Al Bridwell drilled a hit to center field and McCormick raced home with the apparent winning run. But Merkle, seeing him score, stopped short of touching second and headed for the clubhouse. Cubs first baseman Frank Chance saw what happened and screamed for the ball; he knew he could touch second and make Merkle the victim of a force play, thus ending the inning with the score still tied.

Giants’ pitcher Joe “Iron Man” McGinnity heard Chance, sprang off the bench, and tackled him before he could reach second. Meanwhile, the fans—thinking the game was over—had spilled onto the field in a rush for the exits.

McGinnity grabbed the ball and threw it into the crowd. Chance appealed to umpire Hank O’Day, who ruled Merkle out because of interference from McGinnity. The game ended in a tie and had to be replayed when the two teams finished the season with identical 98-55 records.

The Cubs won the replay and the pennant, but 19-year-old Merkle, perpetrator of the costliest blunder in baseball history, actually received a raise from Giants’ manager John McGraw and went on to become an excellent player.

Touching All Bases

Touching all bases is one of baseball’s primary rules, but mishaps can occur on the base paths. Baserunning blunders are common.

In 1916 pitcher Ernie Koob of the St. Louis Browns was deprived of victory while “scoring” in the 15th inning; he had missed third base and was called out when the opposition appealed. The game was called for darkness two innings later, with the score 0–0.

Red Sox starter Howard Ehmke got a “gift” no-hitter against the Philadelphia A’s near the end of the 1923 season when rival pitcher Slim Harriss failed to touch first on an apparent double off the right-field fence. He too was called out on an appeal play.

Yankee slugger Lou Gehrig, trotting around the bases after hitting the ball over the fence, lost the 1931 home-run crown when teammate Lyn Lary—on base at the time—proceeded from third base to the dugout rather than completing the circuit to home plate. Gehrig, who didn’t see the play, was ruled out for passing Lary and was credited with a triple, as he had touched only three bases safely. That year, Gehrig and Babe Ruth each hit 46 home runs to share the home-run title.

Hank Aaron was involved in the strange ending of Harvey Haddix’s 12-inning perfect game, which he pitched for Pittsburgh against Milwaukee in May 1959.

In the last of the 13th, Felix Mantilla was safe on an error by Don Hoak (ending the perfect game). Eddie Mathews sacrificed him to second and Aaron was intentionally walked to set up a potential inning-ending double play. But Joe Adcock foiled the strategy by slamming the ball over the fence, an apparent threerun homer and the only hit off hard-luck Haddix.

Mantilla scored but Aaron, rounding second, saw the ball disappear over the wall and was so stunned that he forgot to continue his circuit of the base paths. He headed directly for the dugout, and Adcock, making a grand home-run trot, was ruled out when he passed the spot where Aaron had made his departure. Instead of a 3–0 victory, the Braves wound up 1–0 winners—and Adcock had a double instead of a home run.

A strange footnote to the game was the pitching of Lew Burdette, who yielded 12 hits but no runs in 13 innings to win. Haddix gave up one and lost.

Baserunners must stay alert at all times. On August 15, 1926, Babe Herman tripled into a double play when he didn’t.

In the seventh inning, with one out and the bases loaded, Herman slammed a pitch toward the right-field fence. The ball might have been caught—and the runners had to wait and see if it would be—but Herman put his head down and ran.

The Dodger runner scored from third, but pitcher Dazzy Vance, running from second, mysteriously slowed down as he rounded third on his way home. Chick Fewster, running from first, had caught up to Vance but knew he couldn’t pass him on the base paths.

Herman, closing in on Fewster and Vance, looked like he would pass both runners. Coach Mickey O’Neil yelled “Back! Back!” to Herman, but Vance—not used to running the bases—answered the cry. He turned back toward third and slid in from the home-plate side. Herman slid in from the second-base side. Fewster stood stock still on the base and watched.

Third baseman Eddie Taylor grabbed the ball and tagged all three runners. The umpire ruled Vance entitled to the bag but called Fewster and Herman out, ending the inning.

Brooklyn manager Wilbert Robinson was beside himself. But it wasn’t as bad as the time Herman stole second while runners were at second and third.

Gary Geiger of the Red Sox suffered an embarrassing moment in 1961 when he hit a run-scoring triple in the bottom of the 11th inning against the Los Angeles Angels. Thinking his hit had won the game, Geiger headed for the clubhouse. An Angel infielder tagged him for the first out of the inning. Geiger’s hit had actually tied the game and he would have been on third with nobody out.
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The 12-inning perfect game of Harvey Haddix in 1959 had an unexpected finish in the 13th when Hank Aaron failed to complete his circuit of the bases after Joe Adcock’s homer. The final score was 1–0.



The Submarine Delivery

Carl Mays, Yankee ace in the 1920s, used a submarine (underarm) delivery. During his motion, he often scraped the ground as he delivered to the plate.
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Umpires tend to keep a close watch on middle infielders attempting to turn the double play. Here Yankee shortstop Phil Rizzuto, a master in the field, gets the call he needed.



Slugger Catfish

Among pitchers who objected to the designated hitter rule was Jim “Catfish” Hunter, who once received a $5,000 bonus from Oakland A’s owner Charley Finley for his hitting ability. The last pitcher to hit .300 and win 20 games in the same season, Hunter hit .350 while posting a 21–11 record in 1971.

Surprise Shot

The first home run by a Mariners pitcher was a grand slam. Because the DH rule does not apply to National League home games, Felix Hernandez hit the home run while batting against Mets ace Johan Santana at Shea Stadium on June 23, 2008. As a result, Seattle won, 5–2. It was the first slam by any AL pitcher since the advent of the designated hitter in 1973.

Bending the Rules

Free substitution is banned in baseball, but rules against it were bent during a Pirates/Cubs game in 1952. Pittsburgh catcher Clyde McCullough was forced out by an injury, and reserve receiver Ed Fitzgerald had already appeared as a pinch-hitter.

Cubs manager Phil Cavarretta said he did not mind if Fitzgerald reentered the game and the umpires permitted the unusual maneuver. The Pirate home crowd cheered the sportsmanlike decision of the visiting manager.





Throwing a Glove at the Ball

Fielders are penalized for throwing gloves, caps, or other parts of their uniform at balls in flight. Rule 7.05 (c) provides three bases for a hitter if a fielder throws his glove at and touches a fair ball.

In 1947 the same rule applied to foul balls as well. On July 27, Boston’s Jake Jones got credit for a triple on a foul ball with two outs and the bases empty in the sixth inning against the St. Louis Browns. He hit a roller inside the third-base line that looked like it might go fair. Pitcher Fred Sanford, realizing Jones would have a certain infield hit if that happened, threw his glove to keep the ball foul. The glove and ball met and Jones immediately had an automatic triple.

In 1954 the rule was amended to apply only to fair balls.

Warm-Up Pitches

In 1911 the American League instituted a short-lived rule forbidding pitchers to take warm-up pitches between innings. Boston’s Ed Karger was doing just that—and the outfielders were taking their time returning to the positions—when Stuffy McInnis, part of the Athletics’ famed $100,000 infield, stepped into the batter’s box and hit a warm-up pitch far over the fielders’ heads. It was an easy home run, and the umpire said it was perfectly legal under prevailing rules.

Warm-Up Pitches


8.03 When a pitcher takes his position at the beginning of each inning, or when he relieves another pitcher, he shall be permitted to pitch not to exceed eight preparatory pitches to his catcher during which play shall be suspended. A league by its own action may limit the number of preparatory pitches to less than eight preparatory pitches. Such preparatory pitches shall not consume more than one minute of time. If a sudden emergency causes a pitcher to be summoned into the game without any opportunity to warm up, the Umpire-in-Chief shall allow him as many pitches as the umpire deems necessary.

—Official Baseball Rules, 1978



Missed Third Strike

A strikeout is incomplete if the catcher does not catch the ball (Rule 10.17). The batter may advance to first base, provided there is no runner there before two are out. Should the catcher retrieve the ball and tag the batter, or throw the ball to first base before his arrival, the batter is out. A batter who bunts foul on the third strike is also a strikeout victim. In all cases, the pitcher is credited with a strikeout even if a defensive lapse by the catcher allows a runner to reach base.

There have been multiple instances of pitchers striking out four men in one inning because one of the strikeout victims reached base when the catcher missed the third strike. Only once, however, has a pitcher fanned five in one inning.

Joe Niekro of the Houston Astros, whose knuckleball was as difficult to catch as it was to hit, did it during a 1977 exhibition game. The ball twice eluded catcher Cliff Johnson on third strikes, allowing runners to reach base.



Was There a Difference Between Leagues?

When the leagues had separate umpiring staffs, many pitchers said the strike zone was 8–10 inches higher in the American League than in the National. They also said NL hitters were more aggressive—an opinion substantiated by the fact that they hit 184 more home runs and had a batting average nine points higher than AL counterparts in 1972, the last year before the American League adopted the designated hitter.

Baseball’s Only Rain-In

The only rained-in game in baseball history occurred in Houston on June 15, 1976, when torrential rains flooded the city with up to 10 inches of water. The Houston Astros and the Pittsburgh Pirates managed to get to the rainproof Astrodome, but the umpires, fans, and most stadium personnel did not.

Stormy Weather

The 1997 Florida Marlins had rain delays in 14 of their first 70 games. Ten of the delays lasted more than an hour. A three-game interleague series vs. the New York Yankees had delays that consumed five hours and 29 minutes.

Crediting the Pitcher

A starting pitcher must go five innings in a game to be eligible for the victory—with one exception. Should a game be stopped after it has become an “official” game (five full innings, or four and a half with the home team ahead), but before it has gone six innings, the starter is eligible for victory after pitching four innings.
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Two Balls in Play

Baseball rules stipulate that the game be played with one ball at a time. The ball is often changed—when it becomes discolored or roughed up—but never is a new ball entered by the umpire until the old one is removed.

On June 30, 1959, however, the Chicago Cubs threw two balls to second base simultaneously in a bid to erase baserunner Stan Musial of the St. Louis Cardinals.

Musial was at bat with a three-ball, one-strike count when Chicago pitcher Bob Anderson delivered a pitch that home-plate umpire Vic Delmore called ball four. But Cub catcher Sammy Taylor argued that the ball hit Musial’s bat and was therefore foul, increasing the count to three balls and two strikes.

Taylor did not give chase as the ball bounced toward the backstop. Delmore contended the ball hit Taylor’s glove, glanced off the umpire’s arm, and rolled toward the screen.

When Musial reached first, he heard teammates yell, “Run! Run!” He took off for second. If Delmore’s call was correct, the ball was still in play. Third baseman Alvin Dark raced in and threw to shortstop Ernie Banks. At the same instant, pitcher Anderson took a new ball—which the umpire absentmindedly gave him during the argument over the ball-four call—and threw to second.

Anderson’s throw sailed into center and Musial, seeing the error, headed for third base. He had gone only a few steps when Banks, holding the original ball, tagged him out.

Umpire Bill Jackowski ruled Musial out because he was tagged with the original ball. The Cardinals protested the decision, then dropped their protest after winning, 4–1.



Why Phils Failed to Cheat the Curfew Law

On June 8, 1947, the Philadelphia Phillies lost an estimated $10,000 because an unthinking reserve catcher, just back from the minor leagues, failed to stall long enough to allow the Pennsylvania curfew to stop a game between the Pirates and Phils.

The game was tied 4–4 after eight complete innings in Philadelphia, but the Pirates took a 5–4 lead in the ninth on Ralph Kiner’s home run. If the 6:59 P.M. Sunday curfew had stopped the game before the Phils had completed the home half of the ninth, it would have ended in a tie, since the score would have reverted back to the end of the previous completed inning. A tie would have forced a replay as a future doubleheader, guaranteed to bring out 10,000 more fans than a single game.

In the top of the ninth, Hank Greenberg of Pittsburgh allowed himself to be tagged on the base paths after he followed Kiner’s twoout homer by getting hit with a pitch.

In the bottom of the inning, Phillies’ manager Ben Chapman told his players to delay as much as possible. The first man popped out, but the second, Charley Gilbert, was a pinch-hitter who deliberately took excessive time to select a bat. He argued with the umpire, fouled off a series of pitches intentionally, but then struck out. One more out and the Phillies would lose the game and the additional $10,000 they would make if it ended in a tie.

Chapman called for catcher Hugh Poland, stationed 300 feet away in the bullpen. To the dismay of his teammates, Poland ran in. Had he walked in, he would have saved valuable time. Minutes remained on the clock. When he reached the batter’s box, the delaying tactic suddenly dawned on Poland. He argued briefly with umpire Babe Pinelli, who hurried him back into the batter’s box. Poland took two strikes, then lofted a lazy fly that Wally Westlake caught—just 52 seconds before curfew.
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The Rain Rule

Because baseball rules do not mandate completion of all games, there have been 19 no-hitters of fewer than nine innings since 1900. There have also been “official” games shortened by rain, hail, fog, snow, gnats, darkness (before night baseball), and power failure (after the advent of night play).

For a variety of reasons—some of which will be explained here—the “rain rule” (which allows unfinished games to go into the record as if they were played to completion) is ridiculous.

Basically, the rule makes it legal for a game to be called after five complete innings, or after four and a half if the home team is ahead. If an inning is in progress and the game is called at any time after the fifth inning, the game is suspended if (1) the visitors have tied the score and the home team has not scored or (2) the visitors have taken the lead while an inning is in progress and the home team has not scored.

If a tie game is called after completion of an inning, all records count but the game must be replayed from the beginning.

One notable exception: if the home team ties the game at any time from the fifth inning onward and the game is called by the umpire at that time, the score does not revert to the previous completed inning. Instead, the game becomes a tie, all records count, but the game must be replayed from the beginning.

If a game is called before five innings are completed (four and a half with the home club leading), none of the records count. Roger Maris lost one home run to the rain in 1961, when he slammed 61 homers in 162 games and suffered the indignity of an asterisk (*) after his record because it was accomplished in an expanded schedule.

To illustrate the rain rule, suppose Pittsburgh is playing at Atlanta and leading, 4–2, when rain cancels the contest after four and a half innings. The game and its records would not count. If Atlanta led by the same score, they would.

This hypothetical example—and many real-life examples—underline the importance of playing all major league games to completion. Games stopped by curfew, prearranged time limits, light failure, and darkness (if law prevents turning on the lights) are considered suspended contests and must be completed from point of interruption. But some games stopped by weather are treated differently.

The Rain Rule


3.10 (c) The Umpire-in-Chief shall be the sole judge as to whether and when play shall be suspended during a game because of unsuitable weather conditions or the unfit condition of the playing field; as to whether and when play shall be resumed after each suspension; and as to whether and when a game shall be terminated after such suspension. He shall not call the game until at least 30 minutes after he has suspended play. He may continue the suspension as long as he believes there is any chance to resume play.

—Official Baseball Rules, 1978



Problems with the “Rain Rule”

Bill Terry, one-time slugger of the New York Giants, lost the 1931 batting crown by three-thousandths of a percentage point because he lost a base hit in a game canceled by darkness.

Playing a doubleheader in Brooklyn, Terry singled in his first at-bat of the second game. Confident he had won the batting title in a tight three-way race with Jim Bottomley and Chick Hafey, he retired from the lineup.

But Fresco Thompson of the Dodgers—the Giants’ arch-rival—set fire to several scorecards as a signal that it was too dark to continue. Umpire Bill Klem spent considerable time looking for the culprit, then called the game. None of the records counted.

In the days when clubs depended on 10-hour train trips to travel around the league, it was often necessary to stop a game early to coincide with local railroad schedules. This was done by previous agreement between clubs—and such games were terminated at the appointed hour, rather than suspended.

In the early ’50s, when Satchel Paige was the ace relief man for Bill Veeck’s St. Louis Browns, the Browns were nursing a one-run lead late in the game and due to catch a train in less than an hour. Veeck told Paige to get the opposition out quickly for fear the game would revert to the previous inning and plunge the Browns into a tie.

Paige accomplished his mission by striking out the side with only 10 pitches. “The umpire missed one,” he told Veeck as they boarded the train.
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Three Knotty Problems

Because the unexpected is expected in baseball, umpires must have thorough knowledge of baseball rules. Here are three problems that have happened before and may happen again.

1. An outfield fly strikes a bird in flight. The center fielder catches the ball and the right fielder catches the stunned bird. The correct ruling? The ball is in play because it is no longer “in flight” once it hits the bird. The batter may advance at his own risk.

2. Another touchy situation occurs when a baserunner attempts to score and anticipates a close play at home. He slides but misses the plate—while the catcher fails to tag him as he whizzes by. Since umpires are not bound to monitor missed bases for the defensive team, the right ruling is “safe” until an appeal is made. Then the call would change to “out.”

3. Proper interpretation of the rules makes it possible for a team to get six hits in the same inning without scoring. For example, the first two batters hit singles. One is thrown out trying to steal third, the other is picked off. Three infield hits follow. The next hitter’s grounder strikes the runner moving from first to second; the batter gets credit for a hit, but the runner is out for interference. No runs, six hits, no errors.





Stalling to Twist the Rules

Crafty Clark Griffith, manager of the New York Highlanders (later the Yankees) in 1907, was one of many big-league pilots who tried to twist the rain rule to their advantage by using stalling tactics.

White Sox hurler Ed Walsh had a 4–1 lead in the fifth inning as rain—and even hail—fell steadily. Griffith, hoping the game would be called and have to be replayed, inserted himself as a relief pitcher for New York and took his time warming up. When he pronounced himself ready, rain fell hard and play was held up.

To Griffith’s dismay, play resumed 10 minutes later. Sox runners were at first and third when Griffith walked Billy Sullivan and then served an easy pitch to Walsh, who socked a tworun double. Chicago suddenly realized the situation and tried to end the inning quickly.

Sullivan waltzed home on Walsh’s double, but allowed himself to be tagged out short of the plate. Ed Hahn hit a ground ball and waited out infielders who were in no mood to tag him out. Fielder Jones, White Sox manager, then tapped the ball to Griffith, but the pitcher let it go through his legs for a deliberate error.

Kid Elberfeld retrieved it and threw to first baseman Hal Chase, but Jones refused to touch first and Chase would not make the putout to end the inning.

Umpire John Sheridan finally ordered the Yankees to make the plays or face a forfeit. Griffith had no choice. The game continued until the last of the sixth, when the deluge broke and terminated play. Chicago won, 8–1, and Walsh was credited with a no-hitter—one of the two he threw in his career.

Fog-Outs and Other Unusual Postponements

On May 20, 1960, the Cubs and the Braves were victims of the first fog-out at Milwaukee County Stadium. Umpire Frank Dascoli, having trouble seeing the outfielders from home plate, took his three crew members and headed into the outfield, where the Cubs’ three men were already stationed. Frank Thomas of the Cubs hit a fungo and none of the seven could see it. That clinched it. The game, 0–0 in the last of the fifth, was wiped out.

The only previous fog-out in National League records also involved the Cubs—at Brooklyn in 1956. The Cubs had previously lost a game to the elements when gnats descended on Ebbets Field in the sixth inning of a doubleheader nightcap on September 15, 1946. The sun was out, but the gnats so irritated the fans that they waved their white scorecards to shoo them away and created a hazard for players’ vision. The Dodgers were awarded a 2–0 win since five innings had been completed.

Records of the Pacific Coast League, a Triple-A circuit, show (1) an Oakland game in the ’40s called because mounted army troops had churned up the turf during maneuvers, (2) a seismic shock in Seattle that occurred during a game and forced cancellation, (3) a midday game in Ventura, California, called off because of a total eclipse, and (4) a 24-inning 1–1 tie in Sacramento, forced to stop because wind blew a neighbor’s thick black smoke (from burning trash) over the playing field.

A 1921 Appalachian League game was postponed because of a homicide. After a girl’s body was found at the Kingsport, Tennessee, ballpark, police closed the stadium to avoid confusing bloodhounds in their search for the killer. The game against Knoxville was called.



Rain Delay

Few pitchers steal bases, but Red Faber swiped three in an inning on July 14, 1915. With his White Sox holding a 4–2, fourth-inning lead and rain threatening, the A’s tried to stall—hoping the game would be called before it became official. Trying to delay, Philadelphia’s Joe Bush hit Faber with a pitch. But Faber, seeking to speed things up, took off for second, hoping to get thrown out attempting to steal. The A’s ignored him, and also paid scant attention when the pitcher stole third and home—giving the Sox the run that proved decisive in an eventual 6–4 win.

When Rains Came

Rain erased seven home runs in one game on May 11, 2003. The St. Louis Cardinals were playing the Chicago Cubs at Wrigley Field and the wind was blowing out to right field at a 23-mph clip. Moises Alou homered in the first, Albert Pujols hit a grand slam in the second, followed by a Corey Patterson solo shot. Then Tino Martinez and Troy O’Leary connected in the third. Martinez homered again in the fourth, along with Alex Gonzalez. Then it rained in the top of the fifth, negating the 11–9 St. Louis lead and all player records from the game.

In Suspense

Determined not to let the elements interfere with the action, Major League Baseball allowed rain-delayed World Series games to be suspended rather than stopped. The new rule first applied on October 27, 2008, when Game 5 in Philadelphia was halted in the middle of the sixth inning in a 2–2 tie. Rather than requiring the game to be replayed from the beginning, it was resumed from the point of interruption two days later. The Phils won the game, 4–3, and the 5-game Series.

Frosty Forfeit

Snowball-throwing fans forced a forfeit of the 1907 New York Giants opener against the Philadelphia Phillies. The barrage began in the eighth inning but increased so quickly that play had to be halted.





Forfeits

A team may forfeit a game to an opponent if it does not abide by an umpire’s ruling, if it cannot control unruly fans, or if it knowingly violates the rules.

When a game is forfeited, it goes into the books as a 9–0 victory, but batting and pitching records count if the contest has survived the minimum five-inning standard for “official” games.

Stalling tactics by the Phillies robbed St. Louis slugger Joe Medwick of sole possession of the 1937 home-run crown. Medwick’s homer had helped the Cards take a 3–0 lead in the third inning of the nightcap of a doubleheader, but the game began late because of a heavy shower that began just as the first game ended.

It would have been hard to squeeze in the required five innings before curfew curtailed the game, and Phillies manager Jimmy Wilson began a deliberate effort to delay when St. Louis jumped off to the early lead. He had failed to heed several warnings from umpire Bill Klem before Klem decided to award the game to the Cardinals by forfeit.

Since five frames had not passed, Medwick lost the home run and finished in a tie with Mel Ott of the Giants at 31 each.



When Walks Were Hits

For one season—1887—walks were counted as hits. Tip O’Neill led the American Association with a .492 batting average. With the rule removed the following year, O’Neill again led the league. This time, he hit .332.

The Sacrifice Fly

Rules regarding the sacrifice fly have changed several times. In 1908, the present sacrifice fly rule was created: no time at bat is charged to a batter for a fly ball (with less than two outs) that enables a runner to score from third base. In 1926, the rule was expanded to award a sacrifice fly when any runners moved up a base. The sacrifice fly rule was abandoned in 1939, but the original (1908) version was restored in 1954.

Relievers Forced Change in ERA Rule

When baseball rule-makers realized the growing importance of relief pitching, they changed the qualifications governing the earned run average title. Before 1950 eligible pitchers had to throw at least 10 complete games. Under the revised rule, they had to work as many innings as their team played games (162). Hoyt Wilhelm became the first reliever to win the ERA crown in 1952, when he worked 159 innings under the 154-game schedule.

Utley Rule

After a Chase Utley slide injured Mets infielder Ruben Tejada in the 2015 NL Division Series, Major League Baseball enacted Rule 6.01(j), requiring runners to slide for the base rather than the infielder. On April 5, 2016, Tampa Bay second baseman Logan Forsythe threw wide to first while trying to complete a double play that would have ended the game. Instead, two runners scored to put Toronto up, 4–3. The Rays challenged and won, as the umpires ruled baserunner Jose Bautista deliberately interfered with Forsythe. Toronto lost its runs and the game, 3–2.





Rowdy Fans Force Forfeits

Unruly crowds have contributed to many forfeits in baseball. As early as 1905, Brooklyn fans stormed the field with their team on the short side of a 16–0 score, and umpires handed victory by forfeit to the New York Giants.

Rowdy Philadelphia fans caused a forfeit of the Phillies’ 1907 opener when they pelted umpire Bill Klem with snowballs. Detroit fans, angered when a Tiger was hit by a pitch, caused a disturbance that resulted in a forfeit to the Yankees in 1924.

The Philadelphia faithful were at the scene of the 1937 forfeit, caused by stalling, that robbed Cardinal Joe Medwick of the home-run crown; but one of the more famous forfeits in baseball annals occurred two years later in Boston.

With Sunday curfew approaching in the second game of a Sunday doubleheader between the Red Sox and the Yankees, New York tallied twice in the top of the eighth to take a 7–5 lead. Only 20 minutes remained before curfew would stop the game.

After looking at the clock, the Yankees began to make deliberate outs so that the top and the bottom of the inning could be completed. If the entire inning was not completed, the score would revert to the previous complete frame, leaving the game a 5–5 tie.

Seeing the farce, normally staid Boston fans showed their disgust by hurling straw hats, soda bottles, seat cushions, and other objects onto the field. Fenway Park was quickly covered with debris and therefore not in playing condition. Hence, the forfeit—and accompanying $1,000 fine for the Red Sox.

Boston was on the receiving end of a 1941 forfeit in Washington when the Senators’ notoriously inept ground crew failed to cover the field on time during a rain delay in the top of the eighth. The umpires ruled their delay was deliberate since the Senators held a 6–3 lead at that time.

Stalling by manager Eddie Stanky caused the St. Louis Cards to forfeit to the Phils—following a brawl between the clubs—in 1954; but fans caused forfeits in the early ’70s, at Washington in 1971 and Cleveland in 1974.

The Senators had been leading the Yankees in their final game in the capital before moving to Texas for the 1972 campaign, but souvenir-hungry fans couldn’t wait for game’s end to storm the field. The transplanted Senators, as Texas Rangers, recouped the ’71 forfeit when they benefited from Cleveland’s Beer Night Promotion three years later. Overindulgent fans made play impossible.

Across the Years with the Rule Book

Following is a list of the major rules additions and changes that occurred between the time the first set of rules was compiled in 1845 by Alexander Cartwright and the permanent adoption of the designated hitter rule in 1976.

In 1857 the game, previously decided when one side scored 21 aces, became a contest of nine-innings duration, regardless of the score.

In 1858 the pitcher could make a short run in his delivery and was relieved of the “called ball” penalty; called strikes were introduced; a batsman was out on a batted ball, fair or foul, if caught on the fly or first bounce, and the base runner was not required to touch each base in order.

In 1859 the catcher was first tried standing close behind the batter. Catchers complained that it hindered their powerful throws to second base.

In 1863 the bat was regulated in size; the pitcher’s box was now 12 feet by 4 feet; no step was allowed in the pitcher’s delivery and he had to pitch with both feet on the ground at the same time; home base and the pitcher’s box were marked; no base could be made on a foul ball; base runners were required to return to base and could be put out in the same manner as the striker when running to first base.

In 1864 the “out on a fair bound” was removed and the “fly catch” of fair balls adopted. Then the rule was added that each base runner must touch each base in making the circuit, and Henry Chadwick introduced the first system of scoring.

In 1865 official averages were first introduced.

In 1867 the pitcher’s box was made a six-foot square and the pitcher was permitted to move about as he wished; the batter was given the privilege of calling for a high or low ball, and the first curveball was introduced by Candy Cummings.

In 1872 the ball specifications as to size and weight were changed into what they are to this present day.

No further rules changes per se were introduced until the National League’s first season of 1876.

The years and major changes follow in chronological order:

1877—Canvas bases 15 inches square were introduced, the same measurement as today; home plate was placed in the angle formed by the intersection of the first- and third-base lines, as today; the hitter was exempted from a time at-bat if he walked.

1879—Player reserve clause was for the first time put into a contract; the number of “called balls” became nine and all balls were either strikes, balls, or fouls; the pitcher had to face a batsman before pitching to him; a staff of umpires was first introduced.

1880—Base on balls was reduced to eight “called balls”; the base runner was out if hit by a batted ball; the catcher had to catch the pitch on the fly in order to register an out on a third strike.

1883—The “foul bound catch” was abolished; the pitcher could deliver a ball from above his waist.

1884—All restrictions on the delivery of a pitcher were removed; six “called balls” became a base on balls; championships were to be decided on a percentage basis, as today.

1885—One portion of a bat could be flat (one side); home base could be made of marble or whitened rubber; chest protectors worn by catchers and umpires came into use.

1887—The pitcher’s box was reduced to four feet by 5 and a half feet; calling for high and low pitches was abolished; five balls became a base on balls; four “called strikes” were adopted for this season only; bases on balls were recorded as hits for this season only; the batter was awarded first base when hit by a pitch; home plate was to be made of rubber only (dropping the marble type) and was to be 12 inches square; coaches were recognized in the rules for the first time.

1888—Player reserve clause was written into the contracts of minor leaguers for the first time; the base on balls exemption from a time at-bat was restored; a batsman was credited with a base hit when a runner was hit by his batted ball.

1889—Four balls became a base on balls, as today; a sacrifice bunt was statistically recognized.

1891—Substitutions were permitted at any point in the game; large, padded mitts were allowed for catchers.

1893—Pitching distance increased from 50 feet to 60 feet, 6 inches, as today; the pitching box was eliminated and a rubber slab 12 inches by 4 inches was substituted; the pitcher was required to place his rear foot against the slab; the rule exempting a batter from a time at bat on a sacrifice was instituted; the rule allowing a flat side to a bat was rescinded; the requirement that the bat be round and wholly of hard wood was substituted.

1894—Foul bunts were classified as strikes.

1895—Pitching slab was enlarged to 24 inches by 6 inches, as today; bats were permitted to be 2¾ inches in diameter and not to exceed 42 inches; infield-fly rule was adopted; a held foul-tip was classified as a strike.

1901—The American League became a major league and rules from this point on occasionally were instituted for one league only, as the foulstrike rule, used only in the National League; catchers, under protest, were compelled to remain continuously under the bat, but they complained that the base runner received too much of an advantage this way.

1903—Foul strike rule was adopted by the American League.

1904—Height of the mound was limited to 15 inches higher than the level of the base lines.

1908—Pitchers were prohibited from soiling a new ball; shinguards were reintroduced, this time by Roger Bresnahan; the sacrifice fly rule was adopted, exempting the batter from a time at bat when a runner scored after the catch.

1910—The cork center was added to the official baseball, the start of the new ball (which today can be cord, rubber, or similar material).

1917—Earned-run statistics and definitions were added to the rules.

1920—All freak deliveries, including the spitball, were outlawed, but registered spitballers were allowed to play out their string; the failure of a preceding runner to touch a base would not affect the status of a succeeding runner; the batter was given credit for a home run in the last of the ninth inning if the winning run was on base when the ball was hit out of the confines of the playing field; the number of runs batted in was to be included in the official score; frivolous “ninth-inning uncontested steals in one-sided games” were discarded.

1925—Pitcher was allowed to use a resin bag; the minimum homerun distance was set at 250 feet (existing parks with shorter fences were exempted).

1931—Sacrifice fly rule was brought back, this time with a man scoring after the catch only; defensive interference was changed from an offense solely by a catcher to one by a fielder as well; the quick-return pitch, squeeze play, and wild pitch were defined; players were to remove their gloves from the field when batting and no equipment was to show on the field at any time; no fielder could take a position in line with a batter’s vision with the deliberate intent to in any way distract the batter; regulations referring to a batter contacting his own ball were clarified as was the area of bases awarded a batter and/or base runner when a defensive player threw his glove or other equipment at a batted or thrown ball or in the case of spectator interference.

1959—Regulations were set up for minimum boundaries for all new parks, 325-400-325 feet.

1968—The antispitball rule was rewritten and tightened up because of the wave of moistened pitches that floated plateward the prior season.

1969—The pitcher’s mound was dropped five inches and the strike zone was shrunken to the area from the armpits to the top of the batter’s knees to assist the hitters against the pitching dominance; the save rule was added to the official rules for the first time.

1971—All major league players were ordered to wear protective helmets at bat and all Class A and rookie league players were required to wear ear-flap type helmets at bat in the 1971 season.

1973—With the influx of so many new gloves and shapes and colors, the rule on glove size and color was minutely outlined for standardization; specific guidelines were set out to determine cumulative performance records; the American League began using designated hitters for pitchers on an experimental basis.

1974—The save rule was rewritten; minimum standards for individual championships were outlined.

1975—The ball, always covered with horsehide, was permitted to be covered with cowhide because of the shortage of horses and their hides; suspension for three days became mandatory if batter were to hit a fair ball with a filled, doctored, or flat-surfaced bat; the save rule again was changed.

1976—The American League’s designated hitter experimental rule was put into the official rules on an optional basis.

—The Sporting News, June 5, 1976


Chapter 3
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Lou Brock slides into second with another stolen base. Umpire Harry Wendelstedt signals his safe arrival.

Umpires



The First Umpires

Early umpires sat in rocking chairs 20 feet behind home plate.

Evans Enjoyed Himself

Umpire Billy Evans was behind the plate when Al Schacht was pitching a game for the Senators. “Have you thrown your fastball yet?” Evans asked. “Yes,” Schacht replied, “about 10 times.” Evans then pressed the button, letting the air out of his chest protector. “Good,” he said, “I guess I won’t need this.”

Strike Zone Uniforms

Innovative owner Bob Howsam outfitted the minor-league Denver Bears in “strike zone uniforms” in 1952. The suits were white only between the knees and the chest.

Shrinkage

After watching National League scoring increase in 1962, the first year of expansion, baseball commissioner Ford Frick convinced owners to widen the strike zone to pre-1950 dimensions: top of the armpit to the bottom of the knee. The result was an increase in strikeouts, fewer walks, and the shrinkage of batting averages to their lowest since 1908.

Tough Job

Umpiring is a physically taxing profession. John McSherry suffered a fatal heart attack at age 51 while working home plate in Cincinnati on Opening Day of the 1996 season.

Father and Son

In 1998 Harry and Hunter Wendelstedt became the first father-and-son tandem to umpire the same major league game.





The Job of an Umpire

Umpires are paid by their leagues to officiate impartially at all games. Among other duties, they decide whether a field is in playable condition, call runners safe or out on the bases, and pass instant judgments on balls and strikes at home plate. Umpires are “the law” on the diamond and their decisions are final.

Umpiring was informal in the early days of baseball. When John Gaffney, unable to coax an apology from Giants manager John Montgomery Ward, refused to take the field for an 1886 contest, Pittsburgh pitcher Pud Galvin, sitting in the stands, replaced him.

Umps often risked life and limb—especially when the roughhousing Baltimore Orioles were in town. John Heydler, a pre- 1900 umpire who later became National League president, said of the Orioles, “They were mean, vicious, and ready at any time to maim a rival player or umpire if it helped their cause.” A little-enforced rule of 1881 empowered arbiters to fine pitchers for deliberately throwing at hitters, but the rule proved immensely unpopular and had to be dropped. It has since been reinstated.

The Strike Zone

The strike zone has always been the chief concern of the umpire. The calls of the home plate umpire make or break no-hitters, preserve or ruin shutouts, win or lose games, and even decide championships.

There have been several adjustments in the strike zone. In 1887 the strike zone was defined as the area from the top of the shoulders to the bottom of the knees, but was changed to “armpits to knee-tops” in 1950. From 1963 to 1968, however, the zone resumed its original definition and batting statistics fell in all categories.

A more recent standard, the same one in use from 1950 to 1962, was reinstituted in 1969. It defines the zone as halfway between the shoulders and the waist at the top and the knees at the bottom.
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Bobby Cox was ejected more often than any other manager. He was thrown out 158 times during the regular season and three times during the postseason.

Bill Klem: Most Famous Man in Blue

Ten umpires have done their jobs so well that they are now enshrined in the Hall of Fame: Bill Klem, Jocko Conlan, Cal Hubbard, Billy Evans, Tommy Connolly, Bill McGowan, Al Barlick, Nestor Chylak, Hank O’Day, and Doug Harvey.

Klem, whose 35-year career as a field official began in 1905, ranks at the top of the list. He was the first arbiter to use exaggerated gestures to call balls and strikes. He developed the style while taking leisurely horseback rides in the quiet of the seashore pines near Lakewood, New Jersey.

Two Klem quotes sum up his legacy to the sport: “I never missed one in my heart,” and “Baseball is more than a game to me—it’s a religion.”

Klem worked exclusively behind the plate for his first 16 seasons—even after the two-umpire system came into general use around 1920. He had an established reputation for excellence at calling balls and strikes and won a record number of World Series assignments (18 in all) as a result.

Umpiring crews were increased to three in the ’30s, and later to the present-day four. World Series games had only two arbiters—one from each league—when the classic began in 1903. Regular-season games that year had only one umpire.



Umpire Feats

Emmett Ashford—first black umpire (1966)

Ted Barrett—first to work home plate in two perfect games

Jon Byrne—first Australian to umpire MLB game

Bill Dinneen—pitched one no-hitter, officiated in five

Bernice Gera—first female ump

Bill Haller—brother of catcher Tom Haller

Jim Joyce—botched call ruined perfect game

Bill Kunkel—pitched in MLB, son played in MLB, also NBA official

Ron Luciano—Syracuse football star who later wrote four books

Jerry Neudecker—last man to use outside chest protector, retiring in 1985

Jake O’Donnell—only man to officiate in both MLB and NBA All-Star Games

Pam Postema—first female umpire to work MLB exhibition game

Brian Runge—first and only third-generation ump after dad Paul and grandfather Ed

Charlie Williams—first black home-plate ump in World Series (1993)
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Bill Klem (center) was among the umpires working the 1915 World Series. He was so highly respected that he spent the last 18 years of his career working exclusively behind the plate.

From Four to Six Umpires

In the Pittsburgh/Detroit series of 1909, four umpires were assigned, but worked in alternating pairs. Klem and Billy Evans of the American League sat in the stands for the opener, eating peanuts and keeping score, but a controversial hit by Max Carey of the Pirates stirred them to action.

The ball went into the stands, but a special ground rule set aside only a specified area as home-run territory. If the ball landed elsewhere, the hit would count as a double. Neither Klem nor Evans could tell where the ball hit, and the umpires on duty weren’t sure either. All four umpires, accompanied by two bewildered managers, marched out to the stands and let the crowd convince them that the ball was actually a two-base hit.

Evans decided fans shouldn’t be allowed to substitute for professional umpires and immediately wired American League president Ban Johnson. The next day, all four arbiters were working. The World Series crew was later increased to six—with two umpires monitoring the foul lines.

Both Klem and Evans, plus their countless colleagues in blue, were the traditional victims of abuse from both sides. Umpiring is such a thankless job that NL arbiter Dolly Stark curtailed his career with this remark: “I’m sick of being in a profession in which the greatest compliment I can receive is the silence of the crowd.”



Fan Attacks Umpire

The umpire accepts derision from men in uniform and jeers from fans as part of his profession. Sometimes he has to put up with more. In 1981 Mike Reilly was tackled from behind by an irate fan during the seventh inning of the American League East Division Series between the Milwaukee Brewers and the New York Yankees. The incident was witnessed by 54,000 fans at Yankee Stadium.

Wrist-Hitter

Umpire George Moriarty broke his wrist during a postgame fight under the stands with four members of the Chicago White Sox. They had accused him of deliberately making bad calls during the White Sox/Indians game.
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Tension shows on the faces of both infielder and umpire (Harry Wendelstedt) as Dal Maxvill sets to receive a throw at second base.

McGraw vs. Klem

Fiery umpire baiter John McGraw, longtime manager of the New York Giants, had a close relationship with Klem—fast friends off the field but arch-rivals when in uniform. One afternoon McGraw blew his top after a Klem call went against his team.

A Chicago batter hit the ball against the left-field scoreboard, but the sphere struck a section of board where the vertical line delineating foul territory from fair did not appear. McGraw sent a groundskeeper out to check for a dent in the scoreboard—only to learn Klem had made the right call.

In a game at Pittsburgh years later, bespectacled pitcher Danny MacFayden, incredulous that Klem had called his last pitch “ball four,” raced home with glasses in hand, shouting to the umpire, “Here, you need these more than I do!” The pitcher was promptly ejected—over the protests of Pirates manager Frankie Frisch.

“I’m not ejecting him for questioning my eyesight,” Klem said, “but for screaming so loudly that the crowd could hear him.” At that, MacFayden replied, “The only reason I did that was I was afraid your ears might be as bad as your eyes!”

Anyone calling Klem “catfish” faced instant ejection. The remark was a personal affront because it reminded Klem of an argument he once had with Columbus manager Bill Clymer in the American Association. “Why you old catfish!” Clymer clamored after a close call went against him. “You can’t talk, you can’t smile, you can’t do anything but move your gills!”

Klem, also quick with one-liners, put one over on Hack Wilson in 1930—the year Wilson set a National League standard with 56 home runs and a major league record of 191 runs batted in.

When the slugger questioned a strike call by saying, “You missed that one, Bill,” the ump answered, “If I had your bat in my hands, I wouldn’t have.”

Earlier in his career, Klem gave the heave-ho to mild-mannered Pie Traynor. Inquisitive reporters asked about it after the game. “He wasn’t feeling well,” Klem explained. “He told me he was sick and tired of my stupid decisions.”
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Leo Durocher was an umpire baiter as a player and a manager. His antics earned him several suspensions.

The Hazards of Umping

Sometimes the life of an umpire is threatened with more than the traditional cry of “Kill the umpire!” On September 6, 1907, Billy Evans was struck on the head by a bottle thrown from the stands in St. Louis. He suffered a fractured skull and nearly died.

In 1921, at age 37, Evans had to rely on his boxing know-how when 35-year-old Ty Cobb—as great an agitator as he was a hitter—challenged him to a fight under the Griffith Stadium stands in Washington. The only precondition to the match, which was ruled a draw by witnesses, was that league president Ban Johnson would not be informed of the proceedings.

There are many documented cases of illegal “umpire bumping” by players, brief on-field bouts, and a celebrated 1961 shin-kicking exchange between Dodger coach Leo Durocher and Jocko Conlan. The basic routine of an umpire continues to be an endless battle of words and wits, most of them involving challenges to the arbiter’s eyesight.

After John McGraw referred to him as “a blind robber,” umpire Robert Emslie showed up at Giants practice with a rifle. He marched out to second base, split a match, and inserted a dime. Then he walked to home plate, aimed, and fired, sending the dime spinning into the outfield with his first shot. McGraw argued with him again—but never challenged his eyesight.


Mea Culpa

The umpire admitted he blew the call. The problem was that it robbed Armando Galarraga of a perfect game on June 2, 2009. After retiring the first 26 Cleveland Indians, the Detroit pitcher induced an infield grounder. Galarraga raced to cover first and took the feed in time from first baseman Miguel Cabrera. But umpire Jim Joyce called the runner safe. Because video replay challenges were not yet part of baseball rules, the call stood—even though the umpire later said he was wrong.

Machines Veto Homers

Josh Donaldson lost two home runs in one game to instant replay machines. It happened to the Toronto third baseman and future American League MVP on September 8, 2015.

Fan Ejection

Veteran umpire Bob Davidson, better known as Balk-a-Day Bob for his frequent balk calls, could have a new nickname soon. On August 2, 2016, he ejected a heckler from the stands in Philadelphia. It was actually the second time in six seasons that Davidson booted a fan from the stands; he also threw someone out in Milwaukee in 2010.

Long Tenures

Bill Klem umpired the most games (5,368), but Joe West served the most seasons (38 through 2016).





Umps Control Balls

Prior to 1906 the home team manager was in charge of supplying new baseballs. Charges were frequent that freshly introduced balls were “doctored” to help the home club and the leagues decided to place control of the balls with the umpires.

Umps to Remember

American League umpire uniform Nos. 2, 9, and 16 have been retired in memory of the late Nick Bremigan, Bill Kunkel, and Lou DiMuro, respectively. Nos. 1, 2, and 3 have been retired by the National League in honor of umpires Bill Klem, Jocko Conlan, and Al Barlick.

Smokefree Zone

American League umpire Frank Umont once ejected Baltimore manager Earl Weaver for smoking a cigarette in the dugout before the game started. The next day, Weaver brought out the lineup card with a candy cigarette dangling from his lips.
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Umpires began raising their right arms to indicate strikes at the request of Dummy Hoy, an outfielder who played 14 seasons, mostly before the turn of the century. Hoy was a deaf-mute who could not hear the umpire call strikes at the plate.

Pitcher Babe Ruth challenged umpire Brick Owens so vehemently on a ball-four call to the first Washington hitter on June 23, 1917, that the umpire ejected him. Reliever Ernie Shore came on to retire 26 men in a row, plus the man Ruth walked, who was thrown out trying to steal second. Because of an umpire’s decision, Shore managed to record the only perfect game that was not a complete game.

To ward off challenges to his vision, Southern Association umpire Harry “Steamboat” Johnson actually carried a card, signed by an eye doctor and certified by a notary public, stating that his vision was 20/20 in both eyes.

When Charlie Grimm was in one of his three terms as manager of the Chicago Cubs, umpire Charley Moran called a Cub out on a close play. Grimm led a protest posse out of the dugout. He put his hand on the umpire’s head and said, “The first man to touch this blind old man is fined 50 bucks!”

Fresco Thompson of the Brooklyn Dodgers, with a rule book thrust in his face by an umpire seeking to silence his protest, came up with this gem: “How can I read that? If it’s yours, it must be in braille.”

On a day when the Cincinnati Reds were particularly rough on Al Barlick, he finally took action—giving the thumb to second baseman Johnny Temple. Infuriated, Temple asked how the bigger stars on the team can say the same thing without ejection. “I don’t mind taking it from the lions and tigers,” Barlick replied, “but I ain’t about to take it from the gnits and gnats.”

On occasion an entire bench sends a steady stream of insults in the umpire’s direction. Unable to pinpoint the chief source, the arbiter may eject the entire dugout. That’s exactly what Frank Dascoli did to the Brooklyn Dodgers on September 27, 1951, the last week of the Giant/Dodger pennant race that ended in Bobby Thomson’s miracle home run for New York.

One of the 15 players Dascoli banished that day was rookie outfielder Bill Sharman, a minor leaguer added to the Dodger roster for the final days of the season. Sharman, who later achieved stardom in basketball, thus became one of the handful of players in the history of baseball to be a manager’s whim away from playing, but never to get the call.



Instant Replay

Instant replay began in baseball on August 28, 2008. Six days later, an Alex Rodriguez home run was challenged by Tampa Bay manager Joe Maddon, who claimed it was foul. Crew chief Charlie Reliford agreed to the request but upheld the call after consulting with the video room of Major League Baseball. On September 19, the use of video replay gave Tampa first baseman Carlos Pena a home run that was originally ruled a ground-rule double because of fan interference. It was the first time instant replay resulted in a call being reversed.





Abusing the Umpire

Repartee between catcher and umpire generally centers on the same subject—though umpires report that almost all catchers have smaller strike zones when they’re hitting than they do while catching. Not in the umpire’s eyes, however.

When star Yankee receiver Yogi Berra was especially unhappy with Cal Hubbard’s calls one day, the veteran arbiter stopped the game and said, “Look, there’s no point in both of us umpiring. One of us has to go.” Berra, agreeing to be quiet, answered, “Cal, don’t you know when I’m kidding and when I’m being ferocious?”

Berra’s successor, Elston Howard, complained about a ball-four call to Harmon Killebrew, who had homered, tripled, and doubled twice in four previous trips to the plate one evening. “You sure put him on that time,” said Howard to the umpire. The reply was quick: “Yeah, but I held him to one base.”
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Paul Richards vs. ump Hank Soar.
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After pregame preliminaries, Perry Barber (above) wears her game-face. She was part of the all-female umpiring crew who worked a 2008 exhibition game between the University of Michigan and the New York Mets at Port St. Lucie, FL. From left are Barber, Mets manager Willie Randolph, Michigan coach Rich Maloney, Ila Valcarcel, Theresa Fairlady, and Mona Osborne.
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Unusual Plays and Decisions

Calling time and deciding plays not necessarily in the rule book are also duties within the province of an umpire.

Once while Frankie Frisch was running the Pirates in the early ’40s, his club was one run behind the Phillies in the ninth, with Frankie Zak at second and Babe Russell the potential winning run at the plate.

Zak called time to tie his shoes and umpire Scotty Robb complied, waving his arms for temporary suspension of play. But the pitch was on its way and Russell hit a home run that would have won the game if time had not been called. The home run didn’t count and Russell, given the chance to bat again, made an out to end the game. The next day, Zak appeared with zippers on his spikes instead of laces.

In an International League game in 1963, Rico Carty homered twice in the same at-bat because time had been called just before he hit the first one. When play resumed, Carty calmly proceeded to hit the next pitch out of the Toronto ballpark.

One of the most unusual plays in the annals of umpiring occurred during a Federal League game in 1914. One of the two umpires failed to appear, so the other stood behind the pitcher in order to see home plate and to be closer to all the bases. When the hitters started fouling off too many balls, the umpire, Bill Brennan, stacked a pile of fresh baseballs behind the pitcher’s mound. (In those days, umpires did not carry a fresh supply in special coat pockets, as they do now.)

No sooner did Brennan set up his pile than batter Grover Lund lined a pitch into the stack, scattering the balls around the infield. Since no one knew what to do, Lund circled the bases while the infielders tagged him with every ball in sight.

No one could prove which was the batted ball, so Brennan ruled the 70-foot shot a home run—undoubtedly the shortest one ever hit.

Bill Summers went against the script too—literally. The veteran umpire, working on a Hollywood movie set, got into his crouch, then called, “Strike One!” The director stopped the shooting and said, “Bill, that was supposed to be ‘Ball one.’” The ump responded, “Tell the pitcher. I call them as I see them.”



Spittin’ Image

After Baltimore’s Robby Alomar spit in the face of umpire John Hirschbeck on September 27, 1996, baseball needed a court order to keep the umpires from boycotting postseason games. Alomar served a five-game suspension at the start of the 1997 campaign.

Spitball or Sinker?

Dodger first baseman Norm Larker complained to umpire Frank Secory that Milwaukee pitcher Lew Burdette was throwing spitballs in a game in the early ’60s. Secory replied that they were sinkers. Larker responded, “Oh, yeah? One of them sinkers just splashed me in the right eye.”





Strange Gripe

Umpires expect arguments on certain calls, but they never expect a pitcher to argue against a strike call. But, to prove anything can happen in baseball, St. Louis Browns’ pitcher Jim Walkup did just that during the Rogers Hornsby regime of the mid-’30s.

Hornsby had warned his pitchers they would be subject to a $50 fine if they threw a pitch over the plate after having a no-ball, two-strike count on a hitter. (Hornsby followed the baseball theory that wise pitchers “waste” a pitch with a 0-2 count in the hope that the anxious batter will swing wildly and strike out.)

On the day Walkup had the prescribed 0-2 count, his third pitch just nipped the corner of the plate. The umpire yelled, “Strike three!” Walkup argued, but the umpire refused to reverse his call and the pitcher was out $50.



Umps Across the Years

1876—William McLean becomes first professional umpire

1878—National League tells home teams to pay umpires $5 per game

1882—American Association is first league to hire full-time umpire staff

1882—NL bars umpire Richard Higham for alleged collusion with gamblers

1885—Umps add chest protectors as regular equipment

1888—AA’s John Gaff stays behind catcher for all calls except with runners on base, when he moves behind pitcher

1909—First year four umps work World Series

1911—Bill Dinneen is first former player to umpire in World Series

1921—First time umps apply rubbing mud to balls before games

1935—First umpire training school opens in Hot Springs, Arkansas

1946—Bill McKinley is first ump school graduate to reach majors

1947—First time six umps work World Series

1950—League presidents rather than umps decide fines

1952—Four-man umpire crews assigned to all games

1956—Ed Rommel and Frank Umont become first umps to wear glasses

1970—First umpires strike lasts one day during League Championship Series

1978—Amateurs officiate while umpires, seeking better benefits, strike for 13 days

1979—Umps strike again, forcing MLB to hire replacement umps

1984—Amateur umps work Game 1 of NLCS because of umpire strike

1991—AL ump Steve Palermo shot while trying to break up robbery in New York

1998—Harry and Hunter Wendelstedt become first father-and-son team to work same game

2006—Bruce Froemming works 5000th game

2008—Limited instant replay, for home run calls only, starts August 28

2009—First use of instant replay in World Series yields home run for Alex Rodriguez

2014—MLB expands instant replay with consent by players and umpires unions

2015—Outfield timers installed to speed up pace of game
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How Managers View Umpires

Though they tend to argue loud and long, managers and players generally respect umpires.

Clyde King, one-time Brooklyn Dodgers’ pitcher who saw Leo Durocher bait umpires, and later became a manager himself, conceded, “Overall, umpires do a good job. They are conscientious. Most umpires are human beings who make mistakes and know that. Ninety-five percent of the time, an umpire knows when he’s missed a play. But there’s a limit as to how long you can argue.

“Leo could argue louder and more vehemently than any manager I knew without getting thrown out. I really believe some of the umpires enjoyed having confrontations with Leo. Umpires respect good managers, others they don’t respect.

“As a manager, I never went out to argue if I didn’t think an umpire missed a play. There were a few instances where I’ve talked an umpire into changing his call because he asked another umpire. But most of them are too stubborn to do that.

“Consistency by an umpire is what managers look for—in handling the game, calling balls and strikes, and calling the bases. We should get the best umpires behind the plate every other day instead of every fourth day. That way they’ll be sharper. It’s just like the extra man on the bench who claims he can’t get his hitting stroke because he doesn’t play regularly.”



Crowd Pleasers

During the early years of the game, umpires were picked from the crowd. Often prominent community members, they rested in chairs behind home plate and were treated with respect and courtesy by the players.

Kill the Umpire?

Fans twice took the cry “Kill the Umpire” literally. It happened during minor-league games in 1899 (Sam White in Alabama) and 1901 (Ora Jennings in Indiana).

An Ump to Remember

Bill Klem umpired in 18 World Series during his 37-year tenure and was so highly regarded that the New York Giants honored him with “Bill Klem Night” at the Polo Grounds.

Canine Caper

Umpire Brick Owens was bitten by a dog during a game in 1912. The dog, which belonged to Honus Wagner, dashed out of the dugout after Wagner was ejected for arguing with Owens.

Back from the Dead

The St. Louis Browns once scored six two-out runs in the ninth after the umpire called the game-ending out. It happened on May 20, 1922 when the Browns were playing the Yankees at the Polo Grounds. New York led 2–1 when the Browns exploded for a seven-run rally and won 8–2. The last six runs scored after a decision by first-base umpire Ollie Chill was reversed.

Sweatshirt Flap

A sweatshirt worn by Cleveland pitcher Johnny Allen caused a controversy at Fenway Park on June 7, 1938. When umpire Bill McGowan ordered Allen to trim the ragged edges of his sweatshirt, the pitcher refused and stormed off the mound. He explained later that he had trimmed the sleeves to allow a freer flow of air but the umpire ruled that the tattered sleeves distracted Boston batters.

Tough Boot

When umpire Drew Coble ejected soft-spoken slugger Cal Ripken Jr. from a 1989 game, he said he felt like he was ejecting God from Sunday school.





The Umpire Today

The 68 umpires in MLB today earn from $120,000 to $400,000 per year, depending upon seniority. They also receive $340 per diem for lodging and food, four weeks’ vacation, and first-class airfare when traveling. Those selected for All-Star or postseason games receive additional compensation. Their labor contract with Major League Baseball is negotiated by the World Umpires Association. Only a handful of the 225 minor-league umpires, whose top pay is about $3,000 per month, will reach the big leagues. An average of one per year will reach MLB to stay.

When working, umpires travel in four-man crews. Umpires make their own travel and hotel arrangements and handle their own equipment. They dress and shower at the ballpark in a special room far removed from the team dressing rooms. All these practices stem from innovations by Bill Klem early in the century.

Current equipment includes a mask, a uniform, and a padded chest protector, usually worn under clothing. The old balloon protector, which had to be adjusted before each pitch, gives more protection, but the chest protector pad is far more comfortable.

Because of the great variety of pitches and number of pitchers used per game, modern umpires like to know what each man has in his repertoire. They exchange information often.

That became easier in 2000 with the centralization of major league umpires into a single staff, rotated among all 30 ballparks.
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The umpire’s ball-and-strike calls are vital to the success of every pitcher. Here, the ump is ready to signal a called third strike on Seattle’s Phil Bradley, giving Red Sox right-hander Roger Clemens a record 20 strikeouts in a nine-inning game on April 29, 1986 (he did it again 10 years later). Clemens went on to play (and win) in the 1986 All-Star Game and also received the ‘86 Cy Young Award and the MVP trophy.



Umpires in Cooperstown

Umpires enshrined in the Baseball Hall of Fame are Al Barlick, Nestor Chylak, Jocko Conlan, Tommy Connolly, Billy Evans, Doug Harvey, Cal Hubbard, Bill Klem, Bill McGowan, and Hank O’Day.

Men in Blue?

Not always. When leagues controlled their own umpiring staffs, umpires wore blue suits and looked alike except for the fact that the American League umps used outside chest protectors. Such balloon protectors were banned in 1977 except for those using them at the time (Jerry Neudecker, who retired in 1985, was the last to use one). Umpire uniforms evolved, with such variations as gray slacks, red blazers, and even ties before the staffs were combined in 2000. A year later, all umps started wearing black blazers, gray slacks, and caps emblazoned with the MLB logo.

October Assignments

The advent of instant replay convinced Major League Baseball to add a seventh man to the six-man umpiring crews assigned to work the League Championship Series and World Series, beginning in 2014. The extra ump rotates between the replay booth and field for both events. Six-man crews continue to work the wild-card and Division Series games. At the start of the 2016 season, there were 76 full-time umpires divided among 19 crews, plus two slots for Triple-A umpires to be promoted when MLB umpires are on vacation or the disabled list.

Versatile Guys

Roderick Wallace and Big Ed Walsh are the only men who played, managed, and umpired in the major leagues.

Musical Umpire

Umpire Joe West, a country singer when he’s not officiating, heard his tunes used as introductory music for Dodgers players as they were introduced during a home game on June 5, 2016. The tribute, suggested by infielder Chase Utley, expired after the first time around the Los Angeles lineup.

Female Arbiters

A half-dozen female umpires have worked in the minor leagues. Pam Postema lasted the longest, from 1977 to 1989, but retired after her 1991 sex discrimination lawsuit was settled without trial. The latest, Jen Pawol, was hired by the Gulf Coast League in 2016.

No Ump at Home

Part of a 2007 exhibition game between the Reds and Rays was played without a home plate umpire. After Marty Foster, who started the game there, was hit in the head with a pitch, the game continued with Derek Cooper calling balls and strikes from behind the pitcher’s mound and Tom Hallion stationed on the third-base line. That arrangement continued until Chad Fairchild, who had been umpiring at first, found a chest protector and other equipment needed to work behind home plate. The Rays won the game, played in St. Petersburg, by a 15–1 score.





The Toughest Calls

Among the most difficult calls an ump faces every day is the call of interference. This would apply to the baserunner who aims for the infielder rather than the base in an attempt to break up a double play. To avoid approaching runners, fielders attempting to pivot at second and make a relay to first often throw the ball before touching the base or step off the base before getting the ball.

The “phantom double play” was accepted for years—only because the runner’s slide at the fielder was accepted. The man with the glove was forced to cheat a little or risk amputation.

Previous to 1978, when American League umpires were ordered to enforce the rules strictly, such illegal tactics as the slide at the fielder and the phantom double play were overlooked with a knowing wink.

Beanballs—intentional pitches at batters’ heads—were also an accepted, though scoffed upon, part of the game. Umpires were empowered to take strict measures against both pitchers and managers believed to be practicing this forbidden but traditional art.

Other tough calls are application of the rules governing postponements and suspensions of play (especially because of foul weather) and the batter’s half-swing. Players’ lightning-fast reflexes make it tough to tell whether a hitter has taken a swing or held back. Umpires watch the wrists; the batter must “break his wrists” to be charged with a swinging strike when the ball is out of the strike zone.



Why Freak Pitches Were Banned

The spitball, emery ball, and other deliveries that involved doctoring of the ball were outlawed in 1920 as officials tried to “clean up” the game in the wake of the Black Sox scandal of 1919. Team and league executives thought heavier emphasis on offense would make fans forget the scandal quickly.

Lucky Break

Before he became a successful umpire, Nestor Chylak was blinded for 10 days by a German artillery shell.

Pressure Cooker

In the late innings of Don Larsen’s 1956 perfect game in the World Series, home-plate umpire Babe Pinelli started sweating bullets. “What a spot to be in,” he said later. “If I had to call a base on balls, it would go down as the Crime of the Century.”

Electric Ump

Branch Rickey’s Brooklyn Dodgers tested an electronic umpire during 1950 spring training. The machine, built by General Electric, used mirrors, lenses, and photoelectric cells designed to detect a strike. The short-lived experiment did have long-term results: it helped Duke Snider master the strike zone.

Toasted Twice

Earl Weaver was once tossed twice in one day by the same umpire. It happened on August 15, 1975 when Ron Luciano bounced the Baltimore manager in the opener of a doubleheader, then banned him again before the nightcap even started.

Ironman Ump

Bill McGowan was the Cal Ripken of umpiring. He went 16 years without missing an inning (2,541 consecutive games).





How Umpires Position Themselves

Umpires must be agile to make correct calls on fastballs that come in high on the outside corner of the strike zone. Before umps were consolidated under the umbrella of Major League Baseball in 2000, National League umpires worked on the right side of the catcher and looked over his right shoulder when a right-handed hitter was up. They went the opposite way for a left-handed hitter. American League umpires stood directly behind the receiver and looked over his head. NL umpires, with the inside protector, shielded their bare hands behind the catcher, while AL arbiters kept them grasped behind their backs to provide a better fit for their cumbersome balloon protectors, which fit tightly under the chin.

Each ump has his own stance and some, like National Leaguer Jerry Crawford and father Shag before him, actually touch the catcher. The Crawford style involved a hand placed between the catcher’s hip and rib cage. Most players didn’t object.

Recruiting of Umpires

Umpires are recruited from the high minors—and get jobs there after graduating from umpire schools. Veteran National League arbiter Ed Sudol, who lasted more than 30 seasons, began his career during the bitter winter of 1941, when he was a construction worker in Passaic, New Jersey.

“One wintry night I got home, opened up The Sporting News, and it was like a divine inspiration,” he recalled. “I opened right up to a full-page ad for Bill McGowan’s Umpire School. There was a picture of a girl in a bikini leaning up against a palm tree and I decided that was for me. I answered the ad and went to the school in Daytona Beach, Florida. I met my wife there, started my career there, and that’s where I live now.”

When umps are scouted in the minors, major league officials look for knowledge of fundamentals, technique, mobility, and control of managers, players, and even themselves in pressure situations. Conditioning is also important, since umpires stay on the field until the game ends—even if it takes 25 innings, the length of one game Sudol handled.

Stop-action cameras showing “instant replay” have helped the profession, according to former American League supervisor of umpires Dick Butler, because the video invention gives umpires a 99 percent rating for accuracy. Scoreboards that show such replays seconds after the call are taboo, however; if the umpire’s judgment is wrong, the replay could rile a crowd—which already dislikes the umpire simply because it’s a baseball tradition.
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The grandstand was decorated with flags and
bunting, draped gracefully about the boxcs and
the entive front of the stand. Back of the decor-
ations and flling the stand to the utmost, as
well as the bleachers, 0,000 “fans’" were assém-
oled. With critical eyes, they marked the pl
ing of last year's stars, as well as the new acqui-
sitons from the National LengueMertcs
Jones, Sullivan, Bradiey and McCarthy. In
practice just prior to the game, these men were
greeted with rounds of applause.

The weather could not have been more ideal
for a ball game. The bright sun dried the dia-
mond and made the outfield hard and fast. It
was warm and balmy and a light refreshing
breeze blew across the park from the lake. Roy
Patterson and “Boston” Sullivan were chosen
by Manager Griffith as the battery to represent
the champions in the opening game, while
Hoffer and “Bob” Wood were the battery for
the visitors.

Pickering was the first Clevelander up; and
he caught the second ball Patterson pitched,
sending  long fly to “Dummy” Hoy in center
field. McCarthy, the ex-National Leaguer, was
given a cane and umbrella and he answered by
Swatting a sizzling grounder to Hartman. The
third baseman tried to get it, but it struck his
foot and caromed off; Shugart finally picked it
up, but McCarthy reached first. Then Genins
sent an easy fly to Hoy, and LaChance went
out on a grounder to Brain. Chicago, aided by
Hoffer, started to win the game in the first
inning, In this act he gave three men bases on
balls and allowed Hartman to single, netting
three runs.
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BATTING RECORD
Of Clubs Members of the National League
of Professional Base Ball Clubs,
SEASON OF 1876.

BATTING.

3
£

.| WHERF LOCATED.

Chicago . |Chicago, TII. G| 52| Z,818| GZ4[0.45| 267k
Hartford .. Hartford, Conn. 2,708 429/6.22| 154[2.
St. Louis .....|St. Louls, Mo. . 2,536/ 386/6.03( 1091,
Boston, Mass. 39| 2,780( 471/6.73| 167[2.
Louisville, Ky. 2,504| 280(4.06| 107 (1.
Brooklyn, N. 2,202| 260(4.55| 72
Philadelphia, Pa, 2,414{ 378/6.80| 1452.
Cincinnati, O, ... 2,413| 238(3.66| 77/1.

Total .......... 2(, .60/3066{ 5.89/1098/2.
Tie Games Played—LOUISVILLE, 8; ATHLETIC, 1; HARTFORD, 1
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CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER

THE SEASON
IS OPEN

Cleveland and Chicago
Had the Day to
Themselves

HOFFER’S WILDNESS
LOST THE GAME

Philadelphia-Washington, rain
Baltimore-Boston, rain
Detroit-Milwaukee, rain

Chicago 8-Cleveland 2
Special to the Plain Dealer

CHICAGO, April 24—McAleer's men had
two disastrous innings today, the first and
second, then steadied down and played hard
ball, but Comiskey’s aggregation had turned
into the home stretch and the game was won
and lost. Hoffer could not control the ball in
these two innings, apparently unable to get it
far below the shoulder. He steadied wonderfully
in the third and pitched good ball the inder
of the game. The season opening was a great
success.

lendent in their new white suits and
mlrchm%wi'.h proud steps to strains of music
by the Rough Riders’ Band, the champion

‘hite Stockings were led by Clark Griffith
from their club house to the field, encircled it
twice and assembled about the flagpole on the
extreme northeast corner of the park, where
the championship pennant, won by hard and
consistent playing last year, was flung to the
breeze.

When the ceremonies at the flagpole were
concluded and the White Stockings had pulled
the bit of white bunting to the top, the two
teams—Comiskey’s champions and McAleer's
Clevelanders—marched abreast to the diamond.
Robert E. Burke arose and delivered a short
speech to the ball tossers, complimenting the
local aggregation on their prowess of last year
and wishing them the same good fortune for the
season on 1901. He then tossed a new ball into
the diamond. Umpire Connolly handed it to
pitcher Patterson, who did the club honors for
the White Sox, and at 8:85 o'clock the
game of the season was on.
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