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This book is dedicated to small equines everywhere, whose soft noses and clever personalities spread joy and goodwill wherever they go. Long may you run, my little friends.
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Introduction

Tami Hoag

Every rider has a story, and nearly all of those stories begin with a pony. My story is no different. I was born into a non-horse family, but as soon as I could put sentences together, I started in with, “Can I please get a pony?” My parents steadfastly clung to the belief that I would outgrow this desire as my older siblings had outgrown tap dancing and wanting to play the saxophone. No such luck. When one Christmas they gave me a grooming box with a curry comb and brush in it (thinking this would somehow placate me), my first remark was, “When is the pony coming?”

Eventually, my relentlessness paid off, and my first pony, Smoky, came into my life, and my life was never the same again. With Smoky I learned tenacity, as he was young, barely broke to ride, and bucked me off every chance he got. I kept getting back on, proving to my parents that I was not going to give up on my goal of becoming a horsewoman. Smoky went back to the pony farm for a more advanced rider, and Dan, the pinto Shetland Pony, came to teach me joy and confidence.

Dan was the quintessential family pony, with an enormous character and a heart of solid gold. He packed me everywhere, usually bareback, and often times wearing a fedora—the pony, not me. He was the perfect babysitter, the dream pony every horse-crazy kid imagines. Dan and I were inseparable. We dressed up in costumes and went in local parades. He pulled a cart full of neighborhood kids to the A&W, where his reward was a vanilla ice cream cone. My father—who by now was completely infected with the horse bug—taught Dan to climb the brick steps to the front porch of our house. My very first horse show was with Dan. I drove him in a homemade cart with wheels salvaged from a Model A car. We placed fifth out of five, but I got a big pink ribbon and never looked back.

I now ride and compete at the highest level of my sport of dressage. My mounts are taller at the shoulder than I am and graceful beyond imagining. But they owe a debt of gratitude to their much smaller cousins for helping to shape me into the rider I am today. Ponies taught me responsibility, compassion, and sportsmanship. Ponies provided the opportunity for family togetherness and the basis for building friendships. Ponies were my partners, my companions, my confidants. I remember them all fondly and with a warm heart.





Shetland Ponies and Miniature Horses: Outstanding Equines That Truly Fit In

Welcome to the wonderful world of the small equine. Shetland Ponies and Miniature Horses have woven themselves into the fabric of American life. What makes these tiny equines so endearing and so enduring? Some might say it is their tenacious natures packaged in such small, yet dynamic bodies. Few who have had the pleasure of getting to know a Shetland Pony or Miniature Horse will deny that their spirit is enormous in comparison to their size.

Wynn Norman, breeder of the immortal Theodore O’Connor, credits Shetland Ponies’ longevity to their keen powers of observation. “Without being both visually observant and sensitive to their environment, they never would have survived,” says Wynn. She goes on to say they are smart and that it takes an intelligent trainer to keep them engaged and bring out their best.

Miniature Horses were said to be coveted and collected by ancient royalty. Those who could have anything desired to possess these tiny horses and equated them to the finest jewels and treasures of their era.

Spirited, smart, and sought-after are qualities that still describe today’s Shetland Ponies and Miniature Horses, a century after they were first known to have been imported to the United States. They have reared their tiny heads in our culture: in literature and film, of course, as well as the still popular “ponytail” hairdo and Hasbro’s “My Little Pony” toy craze of the 1980s and the subsequent My Little Pony movie and television series.

From John Steinbeck’s The Red Pony to Walter Farley’s Little Black, a Pony, we have read about them, dreamed about them, and enjoyed them. Including childhood pony rides and circus ponies and parades, Americans have never been shy about expressing their fascination with small equines. And the love affair shows no signs of waning.

Today, as land resources dwindle and our high-speed world sometimes leaves us wishing for a simpler era, small equines make more sense than ever. They fit into our environment and can help improve our quality of life. And perhaps it is just this, their ability to both fit in and stand out, that makes our small equines so endearing and, indeed, so enduring.





A Brief History of Our Small Equine in America

America has a crystal-clear love affair with small equines, a love affair that started as soon as Shetland Ponies and Miniature Horses arrived in the United States. There are endless colorful stories about how the adorable small equines made their way to America—almost as many as the coat colors the small and captivating equines have.


History of the Shetland Pony

History shows us that Shetland Ponies originated in the desolate Shetland Islands north of Scotland and are one of the oldest breeds. Due to the harsh living conditions of the island, the Shetland Ponies remained small, rarely growing taller than forty-two inches at the withers. Their short, compact bodies and long, thick manes and tails combined with their hardy, dense coats allowed Shetland Ponies to survive and thrive on very little food and shelter.

The Shetland’s small size proved valuable in the European coalmines, and in the mid-1800s Shetlands were shipped to Europe, where they became a valuable commodity. A British mine owner, the Marquis of Londonderry, kept track of the pedigrees of the Shetlands and, along with other mine owners, started the first British pony registry. The first British Shetland Pony Stud Book was printed in 1891.
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Feeding time at a Miniature Horse farm.




Two men were instrumental in bringing the first Shetlands to America, helping to start an explosion of small equines in our country. Robert Lilburn of Emerald Grove Farm in Janesville, Wisconsin, was the first to import a herd of Shetlands from the Marquis of Londonderry in 1884. Lilburn quickly became the owner of the largest herd of Shetlands in America, and many of today’s ponies trace their ancestry to Lilburn’s herds.

Another early importer of Shetlands was Eli Elliott from West Liberty, Iowa. He imported three different shipments of Shetlands. All of the ponies came over on ships—one shipment alone brought almost 150 ponies. Elliott was also instrumental in establishing the government of the American Shetland Stud Book, which started in 1889.

Countless Shetland Pony owners will forever be grateful to the men who imported the first soft and fuzzy ponies to America. It seems that as soon as the Shetland’s four tiny hooves touched American soil, the ponies were embraced with a genuine love that continues to this day.




History of the Miniature Horse

While the Miniature Horse is one of the fastest growing breeds in the United States, their history is a little fuzzier than the Shetlands. A common misconception is that the Miniature Horse was bred down from full-size horses, but most historians argue that point. In fact, when the first American Miniature Horse Registry Stud Book was established in 1972, many of the founding Miniatures were recorded as being sired by registered Shetland Ponies.
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Small equines were often used as “workhorses” before they became popular as pets and show animals.
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People have always found it easy to transport and care for Shetland Ponies and Minature Horses.




Several myths surround the development of the Miniature Horse, including the theory that their small size was a result of being trapped in a canyon for many generations. Other reports state that Miniature Horses were bred as pets for European royalty, but historical research hasn’t been able to validate either of these theories.

What we do know about Miniature Horses in the United States is that two different men were influential in introducing them to our country: Smith McCoy of West Virginia and Moorman Field of Virginia. Since the arrival of the tiny and colorful equines—much like the Shetland Pony—the Miniature Horse has woven its way into the fabric of America.

In the early 1900s, Smith McCoy bred small ponies in West Virginia, and the pint-size equines used in the coal mines were referred to as “pit ponies.” When the coal mines turned to automation, McCoy found that the smaller he bred his Miniature Horses, the more of a novelty they became. His herd quickly rose to around a hundred Miniature Horses, and people came from far and wide to see and purchase the diminutive equines.

Moorman Field also bred, raised, and supplied Miniature Horses to the Virginia coal mines, and he and McCoy became friends as a result of their pony dealings. Field became quite successful as a Miniature Horse breeder, a career that lasted over fifty years. Most scholars believe that many of today’s Miniature Horses can trace their ancestry back to Field’s “midget ponies,” as he called them. During the 1960s, it was said that Field’s herd of Miniature Horses became so large that they numbered over five hundred head.

The future of the Miniature Horse no longer lies in the darkness of the bleak coal mines but instead rests in the hands of Miniature Horse enthusiasts who breed, raise, and show the small wonders. Miniature Horses also make wonderful pets, a fact that thousands of Miniature Horse owners across the country can attest to.







A Bit About the Small Equine Breeds

One factor that has influenced the versatility and popularity of Shetland Ponies and Miniature Horses in the United States is the fact that the registry recognizes several types of small equines that are suitable for a variety of equestrian pursuits. While committed to maintaining the very best qualities of the breeds’ origins, the registry has listened to needs of the small equine enthusiasts, enabling these small equines to be as useful and popular today as they were when they first came to the United States over a century ago.


AMERICA’S SHETLAND PONIES

The American Shetland Pony Club recognizes three distinct types of Shetland Ponies: the Classic Shetland Pony, the Foundation Shetland Pony, and the Modern Shetland Pony. In addition, the organization has registries for two types of Shetland crosses: the American Show Pony and the National Show Pony. The goal of the registry is to have a Shetland Pony suited to almost everyone’s needs.

All the small equines in the American Shetland Pony Club share the best attributes of the original Shetland Ponies imported from the Shetland Isles over 120 years ago. Americans fell in love with Shetland Ponies the minute they arrived, and that love affair continues today. The American Shetland Pony Club was formed to preserve the bloodlines of the Shetland Pony and to improve and refine the breed. The result is the versatile Shetland Pony we know in America today.


A youth driver competes his pony.
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A Miniature Horse plays peek-a-boo.




All the recognized Shetland Pony types and crosses share the prominent Shetland Pony qualities. American Shetland Ponies come in almost every color: black, bay, chestnut, gray, palomino, buckskin, and various pinto color patterns. There are also signature Shetland colorings, such as silver dapple and chocolate dapple coats, that literally change color from winter to spring. The only coloring that is not accepted in the Shetland Pony registry is Appaloosa.

Along with offering an array of coat color choices, Shetland Ponies are athletic, quick learners, and extremely hardy. They generally have excellent hooves and a propensity toward soundness and good health. These qualities,combined with their versatility and endearing dispositions, have contributed to their ongoing popularity over the past 120 years.
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Pan’s Atomic Particle takes his young rider to the winner’s circle.







The Classic Shetland Pony

Classic Shetland Ponies are refined versions of their Scottish ancestors. They have been selectively bred for a hundred years, and the result is a sturdy pony with appealing conformation. Classic Shetlands can be up to forty-six inches at the withers. They are the perfect-sized starter pony for children. From their early history of pulling ore carts in coal mines, Shetlands have retained an innate driving ability, and their popularity as a driving pony for children and adults alike is ever growing. Classic Shetlands can be found driving along country lanes or holding their own in competitive driving events.

The versatile Classic Shetland Pony can be found in almost every equine role: from children’s leadline and short-stirrup competitions, to school ponies, to driving teams with four or more ponies in hand. Whatever the challenge, the ever-appealing Classic Shetland Pony is ready to excel.

While these ponies are hardy, they require the same health care as their larger cousins, although their feed and stabling requirements are in proportionately smaller amounts. Owning a Classic Shetland does not require expensive equipment; equipment can range from the barest essentials, such as simple grooming tools, a halter, bridle, and saddle, to the harness equipment necessary for a hitch of multiple ponies or the elegance of an antique carriage.

Classic American Shetland Ponies are said to raise the spirits of everyone they come in contact with. They have been used successfully in therapeutic programs for the physically and mentally challenged. While they are an ideal starter pony for children, they are also an excellent choice for adults for driving, showing, and simply enjoying. The Classic American Shetland has an appeal that lasts beyond childhood and is one of the main reasons that the American Shetland Pony remains so popular decade after decade.



A Pony—and a Buddy—of Her Own

Like most horse-crazy little girls, Mary Phelps always dreamed of having a pony of her own. It didn’t seem like much of an option growing up in a non-horse family, but Mary never gave up hope. “Every birthday I would blow out my candles and wish for a pony,” she said.

Now in her fifties, Mary’s dream has finally become a reality. “I finally got my wish,” Mary said, adding that it makes her feel like a little girl again. “I have a Classic American Shetland Pony named Master’s Bonnie Buddy, and he is to-die-for cute!”


Mary Phelps and her Classic American Shetland Pony Master’s Bonnie Buddy.
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Mary, a photographer and owner of the dressage Web site DressageDaily .com, said she bought Buddy on an impulse but hasn’t regretted a moment of the year they have spent together. “I missed having horse breath on my face,” Mary said. “I had property in Kentucky, and I kept visualizing driving on it, as I had driven on and off my whole life.”
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A Classic Shetland demonstrates the art of showing.




After Mary bought Buddy, she started taking driving lessons, and that’s when she discovered a whole new world. “I have taken Buddy on a lot of pleasure weekends for recreational carriage drivers. There is a great deal of opportunity to travel to beautiful properties where they have wonderful events for people who are passionate about driving.”
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Jet’s Coed Princess, a Classic Shetland Pony, was the 1999 and 2000 Reserve National Champion Classic Mare.
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The beauty of a Classic Shetland Pony.




Buddy and Mary have also spent the last year competing, and Mary is thrilled with their success. “One thing that is great about the sport of driving is that the women get to dress up—you get to wear a hat and a nice scarf and feel pretty,” Mary said. “You can also take your dog along. When we were in Florida we competed in the Florida Carriage Classic Driving Show, and we won the Carriage Dog class with Buddy and my dog Tasha, a miniature Welsh Corgi.”

While Mary is living out her childhood dreams with the adorable Buddy, she is also finding out how much she truly enjoys the pony world. “One of the things I really love about Buddy is his personality. Ponies have a unique personality—they are almost like a dog,” she said. “People are always surprised to learn he is a Shetland Pony. They are expecting a Thelwell-looking pony, but Buddy is fancy and has a tremendous heart.” Indeed, one might truly say that Buddy is a Classic!


Woodmere’s Dancin’ In The Dark, a Classic Shetland Pony, sired by J.T.’s Sprinkles On Top.
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The Foundation Shetland Pony
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Alicia Slocumb of Woodmere Shetlands shows off her handsome Foundation Shetland Masters Delightful Dude.




Foundation Shetland Ponies most closely resemble the original Shetland Ponies imported from the Shetland Islands. While they are more refined then their imported ancestors, Foundation Shetlands are smaller and more conservative in type. Standing no taller than forty-two inches at the withers and exhibiting more bone and substance, the Foundation Shetland Pony truly represents the foundation that all the American Shetland Ponies originated from.

Foundation Shetland Ponies are shown in as natural a state as possible. While they are shown clipped, clean, and neatly turned out, any artificial applications are prohibited. Foundation Shetland Ponies are versatile and useful ponies, and breeders and owners take special pride in their bloodlines and breed characteristics, which are the most closely linked to the original Shetlands imported from the Shetland Islands.
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J.T.’s Sprinkles On Top and Alicia Slocumb at the 2002 Shetland Pony Congress, winning the Classic Open Country Pleasure Driving Championship.





J.T.’s Sprinkles On Top at the beach.
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Sprinkles On Top: A Foundation Pony with a Little Something Extra

“As J.T.’s Sprinkles On Top’s name suggests, he is a pony with a little something extra,” says owner Alicia Slocumb. Alicia and her mom, Bonnie Taylor, purchased four Shetland ponies to cross with Arabians, but their plan never materialized. They fell so in love with the ponies that they began dispersing their Arabians; Woodmere Arabians became Woodmere Shetlands.

The one pony that really “drove” Alicia and her mom to move to the Shetlands was a Foundation-bred gray, J.T.’s Sprinkles On Top. He led Alicia to become active in the formation of special recognition and registration papers for Foundation-bred Shetland Ponies within the ASPC. Sprinkles had the size, correct conformation, pretty head, and level topline that are the trademarks of a Foundation Shetland Show Ponies.
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Splish splash, a small equine enjoys a bath.




Shown in both halter and driving, Sprinkles became one of the all-time most successful Foundation Shetland Show Ponies. After winning several National Championship titles, Alicia and Sprinkles ventured out to take on the big leagues in CDE driving.


The mighty mane of a Miniature Horse blows in the breeze.
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Graham’s Supreme King, a Classic Shetland Pony owned by Tom Graham, shows off his spunk in the field.
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Their record-setting ways continued with wins at the Live Oak CDE, one of the most prestigious CDE driving events held in the United States. After the win, Sprinkles even began receiving fan mail!

“Sprinkles On Top is the best horse I have ever had the pleasure of owning. He is the ‘one’ horse you might ever find in your lifetime,” says Alicia. Today Sprinkles enjoys his well-deserved retirement at Woodmere Shetlands, although he occasionally comes out to make an appearance at major events, and he still receives fan mail.


Buckeye WCF Miss Ohio, a Modern Shetland Pony filly.
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A Modern Shetland rocks the ring in liberty.









The Modern Shetland Pony

Modern Shetland Ponies combine the beauty and hardiness of the Classic Shetland with the excitement and animation of a Hackney pony. The result is truly elegance in motion. This sophisticated pony with its extreme action and spirited personality is truly at home in the show ring. Modern Shetland Ponies are shown in two height categories, under forty-three inches at the withers and between forty-three and forty-six inches at the withers. They excel in performance classes, including roadster, fine harness, and pleasure driving.
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Showing off for the judge in Modern Halter.




A well-trained Modern Shetland makes an athletic, responsive mount for a child and can be used for everything from gymkhana to the popular pony jumper division. A good headset, superb carriage, and high action most often define a great Modern Shetland performance pony. This is an elegant animal, with all the pomp and sophistication of a carriage horse and the hardiness of a pony. Modern Shetlands are a thrill to watch and even more exciting to own and compete. They are often a favorite of converted owners from the Saddlebred, Arabian, Morgan, and Hackney breeds.


Trot on!
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A Modern Shetland Stallion knows how to show off in the ring.





A Modern Shetland Pony That Dazzled the Show World

Winning a World or National Championship Show is the goal of many small equine owners, but capturing the title year after year is almost too much to hope for. Thanks to the dazzling star quality of a Modern Shetland Pony named Hollywood Dazzle, the Brumm family of Indiana watched their little gelding win championship after championship—turning the pony’s show life into a Hollywood movie waiting to happen.

Hollywood Dazzle, who is now in his twenties and happily living out his retirement in his pasture, was inducted into the Hall of Fame as a tentime National and nine-time World Champion for Formal Pleasure Driving. “He was gorgeous in the show ring, and he really had great show presence. He truly is one out of a million, and we have been blessed to have such a great animal,” said Garry Brumm, of AG Stables, whose parents Gus and Mary Brumm own the championship pony. “Hollywood also had multiple wins as National Champion Modern Pleasure Gelding in Halter. I don’t think he was ever beaten in that division.”
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