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OVER 25,000 FISH SPECIES LIVE IN THE WORLD. Our Atlantic coastline is home to a few hundred of these. The seventeen species illustrated and described in Atlantic Coast Fishes You Can Color! are commonly found between the “Capes”: Cape Cod in Massachusetts and Cape Hatteras in North Carolina. Most have wider ranges than that. Some, like the bluefish, live in most of the world’s oceans.


Most fishes have a complete set of fin types used for locomotion, turning, braking and stability. In some fishes, fins do special things such as detect chemicals or help to defend against predators. Some fishes’ fins are larger or smaller or not there at all. Both the normal and unusual forms contribute to that species’ ability to survive in its particular environment.


Our standard fish (above) has two dorsal fins. The first has sharply pointed spiny rays and the second has soft rays. There is one caudal (tail) fin and one anal fin. The pectoral fins and pelvic fins are paired, just like your arms and legs. The lateral line runs along both sides of the body and helps the fish sense pressure waves from distant objects or other fishes. This is a useful sense, especially in the dark. The fish’s eyes, nostrils and inner ears (no outer ears) endow the fish with the senses of seeing, smelling and hearing. Most fishes are more sensitive to odors than we are, and some have special sense organs to detect weak electrical discharges.
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