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For Owen, Griffin, and Isaac.


“Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights Article 6—Consent

1. Any preventive, diagnostic and therapeutic medical intervention is only to be carried out with the prior, free and informed consent of the person concerned, based on adequate information. The consent should, where appropriate, be express and may be with drawn by the person concerned at any time and for any reason without disadvantage or prejudice.”

—The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), October 2005


Preface

Due to my extensive experience in dealing with government agencies regarding issues of mercury and organic mercury toxicities, I was asked to write a preface for this presentation of the recorded conversations between Dr. Brian Hooker (a parent of an autistic child and an activist for autistic children and their parents) and Dr. William W. Thompson (a Senior Scientist with the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, the CDC).

My academic research resulted in my presentation of data on laboratory level thimerosal toxicity at both the 2000 and 2004 Institutes of Medicine meetings regarding vaccine safety. I was exposed to the opinions of both autistic parents and the CDC on the involvement of vaccines, or components of vaccines, in the well-recognized epidemic of autism that started in approximately 1990. I came to this issue as a scientist. I am not the parent of a child with autism, nor, to my knowledge, are any of my relatives afflicted with this illness.

I truly wish I could write that I think vaccines are as safe and effective as the CDC claims they are, but I cannot. I have read hundreds of articles published in scientific journals, both supporting and questioning the safety and the potential toxicity of vaccines, with many describing the basic biochemical and cellular toxic effects of vaccine components such as thimerosal and aluminum. Based on my extensive study of this issue over many years, as I write today, I have sincere and severe doubts about the safety and efficacy of vaccines (both those currently used and those that have been removed from the market) used to inoculate our children against infectious diseases. I am specifically concerned that current supporters of today’s vaccine program quote as fact research results in articles proven to be based on manipulated data.

The material herein, mostly presented by Dr. Thompson, a self-described whistleblower, details his experiences with inappropriate CDC handling of data used in peer reviewed journals to demonstrate vaccine safety. His statements are incredibly damaging to the reputation and credence of any work that the CDC supported that addresses the autism and vaccine safety issue. Indeed it implies that the American public cannot trust the health of its children to the most important health regulatory agency within the US government. The inability of the CDC to identify the causes of Autism Spectrum Disorders, no matter the rate, is apparent. Perhaps the reluctance of its leaders to appropriately consider potential causes that they find unpleasant to accept is the reason. Dr. Thompson’s stated wish to be subpoenaed by Congress, along with his coworkers involved, gives credence to his statements implying malfeasance within the CDC.

Vaccine safety goes well beyond autism as well. It is disturbing to think that the comparatively high infant mortality rate that the US has compared to its peer nations, many of which have schedules far less aggressive than the US’s schedule and many of which do not mandate vaccination, may be explained, at least in part, by the possible illness-inducing effects of our vaccine program. Would the lack of safety research be an explanation for the CDC’s claim of one in six children with neurodevelopmental issues in the United States?

This series of conversations between Drs. Hooker and Thompson are gut-wrenching and almost unbelievable to accept, but they are true and accurate. However, with the recent success in the push by the vaccine industry supporters to demand all children be vaccinated, this series is as necessary for parents and pediatricians to read as it is for our congressional members to read and investigate thoroughly.

Dr. Boyd E. Haley

Professor Emeritus and former Chairman of the Department of Chemistry, University of Kentucky


Foreword

I have always been fiercely pro-vaccine. I had all six of my children vaccinated. I believe that vaccines have saved millions of lives and that broad vaccine coverage is desirable. To achieve those goals, we need safe vaccines, transparent and reliable science, and an independent regulatory agency. The extraordinary revelations in this book by CDC insider and whistleblower Dr. William Thompson prove that, unfortunately, we have none of these.

The continued presence of Thimerosal, a mercury-based preservative, in vaccines is emblematic of the pervasive corruption and mismanagement in the CDC’s vaccine program revealed by Dr. Thompson in the pages that follow. For years I have raised concerns about the pharmaceutical industry’s persistent use of Thimerosal in vaccines eighteen years after FDA banned the use of this neurotoxin in other medicines and forced its removal from over one thousand over-the-counter drugs. Thimerosal is still present in four American vaccines, including giant “bolus” doses in fifty million flu vaccines administered each year to American adults, pregnant women, and infants. While the industry has removed Thimerosal from pediatric vaccines administered to American children, we still inoculate one hundred million children in developing nations with vaccines containing massive loads of neurotoxic mercury—a course that will come back to haunt our nation in many dreadful ways.

In 2014, I published a book with Dr. Mark Hyman and Dr. Martha Herbert, Thimerosal: Let the Science Speak, a complete review of the hundreds of peer-reviewed studies that examine the effects of Thimerosal in animals and humans. Those studies link Thimerosal to a vast inventory of grim neurological disorders now epidemic in children, including ADD, ADHD, speech delay, tics, ASD, and autism. Other studies demonstrate Thimerosal’s causation to asthma and a tenfold increase in Alzheimer’s in adults exposed to Thimerosal-laced flu shots. During three years of research, we were not able to find a single credible study in the open public health literature that shows Thimerosal to be safe. These impacts are no surprise. Mercury is a potent brain poison hundreds of times more toxic than lead. Science shows that the ethyl mercury in Thimerosal is fifty times as toxic to brain cells and twice as persistent in the brain as the heavily regulated methylmercury in fish. Thimerosal is so toxic that when a doctor carelessly shatters a multidose flu vial, state laws require evacuation of the building and clean-up by trained hazmat crews wearing protective boots, gloves, and respirators. Common sense should tell us that it’s not a good idea to inject this poison into infants or expectant mothers. Nevertheless, motivated by greed and bureaucratic self-preservation, the pharmaceutical industry and its captive regulators at the CDC continue to promote Thimerosal as safe.

The debate over Thimerosal and vaccine safety has precipitated a crisis not just in public health but also in journalism. During my ten years observing this debate, I’ve been puzzled by the baseless insistence by media outfits and reporters that it is somehow safe to inject mercury into humans. The most troubling aspect of this controversy has been a widespread reluctance by journalists to actually read the peer-reviewed science. Reporters simply parrot the talking points of corrupt public health regulators and vaccine industry spokesmen. Instead of arguing the science, they recite the credentials of the CDC’s Vaccine Safety Division and repeat the CDC’s hollow claim that “The science shows Thimerosal is safe.”

With the publication of Kevin Barry’s Vaccine Whistleblower: Exposing Autism Research Fraud at the CDC, any claims of credibility for the CDC’s science has collapsed.

Barry built his book upon four legally taped conversations between CDC senior vaccine safety scientist Dr. William Thompson and Simpson College professor and epidemiologist, Dr. Brian Hooker. Thompson is an author of two of the three epidemiological studies on American populations touted by the CDC to “prove” the safety of Thimerosal. He is also coauthor of the CDC’s seminal 2004 study known as DeStefano 2004, which dismissed the link between the MMR vaccine and autism. That study has been cited in ninety-one subsequent published studies and is one of the principal cornerstones for claims by the CDC and the vaccine industry that vaccines do not cause autism. Thompson now confesses that he and his fellow CDC researchers found a strong autism signal in children who received the MMR vaccine before their third birthday. Then, under orders from their bosses and in violation of the study protocols, the scientists eliminated this data from the final published study, in order to fool the public about vaccine safety.

In the pages that follow, you will read Thompson’s shocking firsthand description of the pervasive culture of corruption at the CDC’s Immunization Safety Office and the techniques employed by the bureaucracy to enforce message discipline and keep doctors and the public in the dark about the dangers of some vaccines. Thompson, who is still employed at the CDC’s National Center for Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities, discloses in sickening details how scientists in the Immunization Safety Office, under order from corrupt bosses, systematically conceal the statistical links between vaccines and brain injuries, particularly autism. Dr. Thompson told Dr. Hooker that whenever the CDC finds an adverse effect from vaccines, the agency supervisors assemble CDC scientists in a room and order them to massage the data until they have devised a gimmick for eliminating the unwanted signal.

“I have a boss who is asking me to lie.” Dr. Thompson now confesses, “The higher-ups wanted to do certain things and I went along with it…”

Dr. Thompson is not an insignificant figure at the CDC. He is the author and coauthor of all three of the leading CDC studies that supposedly exonerate vaccines as a causative agent of autism, DeStefano 2004, Thompson 2007, and Price 2010.

In 2008, Dr. Paul Offit, the vaccine industry’s foremost spokesman and the pharmaceutical industry’s principle advocate for the continued use of mercury in vaccines, praised Dr. Thompson’s “wonderful” 2007 study as the “definitive” study proving Thimerosal safety.

In over thirty conversations with Hooker, Thompson disclosed in great detail the CDC’s tricks for executing the fraud. “Statistics don’t lie,” the saying goes, “but statisticians do.” Epidemiological or population studies are well-suited to arriving at prearranged results. One could design an epidemiological study to prove that sex does not make you pregnant—just remove all the pregnant people from the pool before you study it! That’s the gimmick the CDC has perfected, in order to preserve the illusion of Thimerosal safety. In the 2007 study, CDC scientists removed the low IQ individuals and individuals with autism or other neurological diagnosis from the pool before even beginning their study on Thimerosal exposure. Despite those crooked presentations, scientists still found a persistent signal for tics, a family of grave neurological injuries, including Tourette’s syndrome that are associated with autism. Thompson now says that his bosses at the CDC pressured him to also alter the results of that study in order to conceal Thimerosal’s risks. Thompson says that the CDC’s Developmental Disabilities branch chief, Frank DeStefano, and his superiors at the CDC pressured him to manipulate the study’s findings and to bury the truth. In response to this pressure, the published version downplayed data showing that Thimerosal causes “tics.”

“Thimerosal from vaccines causes tics.” Thompson tells us, “I can say tics are four times more prevalent in kids with autism. There is biologic plausibility right now to say that Thimerosal causes autism-like features.”

After concealing these findings in the published version, the CDC aggressively touted Thompson’s crooked study to exculpate mercury. That propaganda campaign laid the ground for the CDC’s recommendation that Thimerosal-laden flu vaccines be administered to pregnant women despite the fact that the FDA had never approved use of flu vaccines during pregnancy and that Thimerosal is contradicted during pregnancy by the chemical manufacturer’s own inserts and its Material Safety Data Sheets. Thompson stated, “Do you think a pregnant mother would want to take a vaccine that they know caused tics? Absolutely not! I would never give my wife a vaccine that I thought caused tics.”

The damage isn’t isolated to mercury-triggered neurological injuries. When Thompson discovered that the MMR vaccine was causing dramatic rises in autism in African American boys, his CDC bosses ordered him to keep his mouth shut. Thompson coauthored a seminal 2004 study on the MMR subsequently published in Pediatrics. He now admits that, under pressure from his superiors, his team fraudulently withheld data demonstrating a 340 percent higher risk of autism in African American boys who received that vaccine on time compared to boys who delayed the vaccine. When Thompson sent a letter complaining about the fraud to CDC director Julie Gerberding, her lackey, Robert Chen, chief at the Immunization Safety branch, stalked Thompson into the CDC’s parking lot to menace and threaten him. Thompson would be fired, Chen explained pointedly, if his complaints persisted. For eleven years, the CDC cited the fraudulent DeStefano/Thompson 2004 study to “prove” to journalists and the public that the autism link was disproven. Because of that study, doctors and public health officials continue to give that vaccine to children, even though its links to autism are proven in this and many other studies. On the basis of all the population data and the CDC’s most recent autism incidence estimates, at least 100,000 African American male children could have been spared debilitating neurological injury if the CDC scientists had told the truth when Thompson and his team first discovered the increased risk in 2001.You will read Thompson confessing, “I have great shame now when I meet families with kids with autism because I’ve—I’ve been part of the problem.”

Thompson’s shocking confession of lies and scandal verifies the already well-documented corruption at the CDC’s Immunization Safety Office. In recent years federal investigators and Congressional committees have issued a series of scathing reports highlighting conflicts of interest at the CDC’s vaccine and research divisions. A 2000 report by the Government Reform Committee entitled “Conflicts of Interest in Vaccine Policy Making” identified a long inventory of corrupt financial ties between regulators and vaccine makers in FDA and CDC vaccine programs that are diverting the agency from its task of safeguarding public health. A 2007 US Senate investigation by Senator Tom Coburn, “CDC Off Center,” found widespread corruption and mismanagement at the CDC’s vaccine programs. In 2008 an investigation by the Office of the Inspector General (IG) of HHS found that 97 percent of special government advisors on committees in the CDC vaccine program failed to disclose necessary information about conflicts of interest (Levinson, 2008). Those findings prompted a series of criminal investigations. In March 2014 the US Office of Research Integrity (ORI) director, David Wright, quit his job and issued a searing letter claiming pervasive scientific misconduct in biomedical research at the CDC, the National Institute of Health (NIH), and the Public Health Service (PHS), all part of HHS, which he characterized as “a remarkably dysfunctional bureaucracy.”

Despite such evidence, mainstream journalists continue to revere the CDC as a source of impeccable and unbiased medical information. Slate’s Laura Helmuth, vice president of the National Association of Science Writers, recently lambasted Thimerosal critics as “arrogant crackpots.” My skepticism about Thimerosal earned me Helmuth’s scorn. Helmuth labeled me “a relentless conspiracy theorist.” Helmuth assured her readers that CDC employees were “some of the best public servants this country has.” Journalists like Helmuth uniformly refuse to report the myriad of problems at the CDC’s vaccine program. Adopting the government/industry orthodoxy, they censor vaccine safety advocates who urge the removal of Thimerosal from vaccines.

The pharmaceutical industry spent $3.8 billion in direct marketing to TV, radio, newspapers, and other direct marketing outlets in 2013 and an astonishing $5.4 billion in 2005. Some vaccine safety advocates have questioned whether that cash pipeline accounts, in part, for the mainstream media’s blackout of discussions of vaccine safety.

The fraudulent studies that Thompson exposes have oft been cited as the principal proofs of the CDC’s claim that vaccines are not linked to the autism epidemic. Thompson’s revelation in this book calls into question the validity of the entire body of research that families, medical professionals, and policymakers relied upon in making health decisions for children.

Dr. Thompson invoked the protection of the Federal Whistleblower Statute following the release of portions of the audio of his conversations with Dr. Hooker over the summer of 2014. He issued a statement through his attorney, Rick Morgan of Morgan Verkamp of Cincinnati, Ohio; Dr. Thompson explained that Dr. Hooker had taped the four conversations without permission. However, Thompson courageously reaffirmed the truth of those conversations.

“I regret that my coauthors and I omitted statistically significant information in our 2004 article published in the journal Pediatrics. The omitted data suggested that African American males who received the MMR vaccine before age 36 months were at increased risk for autism. Decisions were made regarding which findings to report after the data were collected, and I believe that the final study protocol was not followed.”

Thompson and his attorney have handed over thousands of damning CDC documents to Congressman Bill Posey of Florida in the hope that Congress will subpoena him to testify under oath.

“If forced to testify,” Thompson promises, “I’m not going to lie. I basically have stopped lying.”

In this book, Dr. William Thompson, a critical player in vaccine safety research, stops lying. Will the media and the government finally have the courage to hear what he is saying and act?

—Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., JD, LLM


Introduction

“That’s the deal … , that’s what I keep seeing again and again and again … where these senior people [at CDC] just do completely unethical, vile things and no one holds them accountable.”

—Dr. William Thompson to Dr. Brian Hooker in a recorded phone call, June 12, 2014

As Dr. William Thompson explains to Dr. Brian Hooker in a series of telephone calls legally recorded in 2014, no one has held the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) accountable for wrongdoing that implicates the safety and efficacy of the US vaccine program. The result of this lack of accountability may well be a government-enabled pharmaceutical industry scandal of unprecedented scope.

This book contains transcripts of four telephone calls between Dr. William Thompson, a longtime researcher and Senior Scientist involved in vaccine research at the CDC, and Dr. Brian Hooker, an academic with a strong interest in vaccine safety. Dr. Hooker has a vaccine-injured son with autism.

What Thompson says about the way science is really conducted inside the CDC is alarming. He is not the only person who is talking about the CDC’s ethical problems:

“There are four federal studies that have looked at CDC and said the vaccine program at CDC is a cesspool of corruption.” Robert F. Kennedy Jr. on Newsmax, 6/1/15 http://www.newsmax.com/Newsfront/RFK-Jr-vaccine-CDC-cesspool/2015/06/01/id/648103/#ixzz3cbJrItmI

What you will read are the words of a CDC insider. Dr. Thompson acknowledged that it is his voice on the recordings in a statement released 8/27/14 by his attorney, Rick Morgan of Morgan/Verkamp, one of the nation’s leading law practices specializing in whistleblower cases (see below).

STATEMENT OF WILLIAM W. THOMPSON, Ph.D., REGARDING THE 2004 ARTICLE EXAMINING THE POSSIBILITY OF A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MMR VACCINE AND AUTISM (August 27, 2014)

My name is William Thompson. I am a Senior Scientist with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, where I have worked since 1998.

I regret that my coauthors and I omitted statistically significant information in our 2004 article published in the journal Pediatrics. The omitted data suggested that African American males who received the MMR vaccine before age 36 months were at increased risk for autism. Decisions were made regarding which findings to report after the data were collected, and I believe that the final study protocol was not followed. …

I have had many discussions with Dr. Brian Hooker over the last 10 months regarding studies the CDC has carried out regarding vaccines and neurodevelopmental outcomes including autism spectrum disorders. I share his belief that CDC decision-making and analyses should be transparent. I was not, however, aware that he was recording any of our conversations, nor was I given any choice regarding whether my name would be made public or my voice would be put on the Internet. …

I am providing information to Congressman William Posey, and of course will continue to cooperate with Congress. I have also offered to assist with reanalysis of the study data or development of further studies. For the time being, however, I am focused on my job and my family.

Reasonable scientists can and do differ in their interpretation of information. I will do everything I can to assist any unbiased and objective scientists inside or outside the CDC to analyze data collected by the CDC or other public organizations for the purpose of understanding whether vaccines are associated with an increased risk of autism. There are still more questions than answers, and I appreciate that so many families are looking for answers from the scientific community.

Omitting data to cover up an undesirable outcome in order to reach a predetermined result is research fraud. Dr. Thompson strongly suggests that the CDC staff involved in vaccine safety studies withheld data to bury a connection between vaccine injury and autism.

If Dr. Thompson is correct, scientific truth was placed second to policy interests. The health of children was compromised to protect the vaccine program. The American public has been lied to and children have been unnecessarily injured due to the corruption at the CDC. The financial cost of this corruption to tax payers is staggering. The human cost is incalculable.
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