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To my little bear, thank you for all of the inspiration. May your creativity continue to blossom. And to my big boo, thank you for loving and supporting me despite a craft supply–filled mess of a house. Love to you both.


INTRODUCTION

Hi, my name is Kim and I am thrilled that you have purchased our book! The inspiration for this book is my life. I am a mother, blogger, crafter, and an artist. Art & creativity are such a huge part of my life that it was important for me to be able to share it with my child. I began doing arts and crafts with my daughter before she could even say the words “arts and crafts.” Our blog, The Pinterested Parent, chronicles all of the arts and crafts adventures that I share with my preschooler. We do a combination of child-led arts and crafts and guided ones; both have grown her creativity. Experimenting with different methods and materials has expanded her artistic mind. In fact, many projects posted on our page, thepinterestedparent.com, are credited to ideas and suggestions that she offered.

The crafts shown in this book vary in skill level, but many can be simplified or kicked up a notch to suit your child’s particular needs or skills; these crafts are just a guideline for ideas. Let your child put their own spin on their projects. After all, arts and crafts are all about having fun and expressing yourself! We work with a wide variety of craft supplies that you will find listed for each project, but there are some items that will commonly be used that are not listed on your materials list.

•   Newspaper, drop cloth, or wax paper to protect your work area

•   Scissors

•   Paintbrushes

•   Pencils

•   Water or paper towels for cleaning paintbrushes and work area


Important

While most of the supplies listed are basic craft supplies that are used regularly by children, adult supervision is recommended. Special attention should be made when operating a glue gun, scissors, staplers, or anything that could be considered a choking hazard. Some projects may require adult assistance. Safety scissors and low-temperature glue guns are a good choice, but still require instruction and supervision. We use paints in many of our crafts. We use watercolors, tempura paint, and acrylics in most of our projects. We recommend selecting paints that are nontoxic. There are many paints that are made just for kids. If your child is prone to putting their fingers in their mouth, it is not recommended that you let them paint without proper supervision. There are many homemade edible paint recipes that can be found online and are safe for small children.




CHAPTER ONE

ALL THAT GLITTERS

Glitter, sequins, and gemstones add a special touch and sparkle to any craft.

Craft #1: Glitter Mermaid

Craft #2: Glitter Glue Peels

Craft #3: Glittery Jellyfish

Craft #4: Cardboard Magic Wand

Craft #5: Cardboard Jeweled Crown

Craft #6: Design Your Own Necklace or Earrings

Craft #7: Masquerade Masks

Craft #8: Painted Rock & Gem Paperweight

Craft #9: Papier-Mâché Maracas

Craft #10: Paper Plate Mirror

Craft #11: Sparkling Constellation

Craft #12: Sequined Lava Lamps

Craft #13: Sparkle Dragon

Craft #14: Sequined Fish

Craft #15: Treasure Chest
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GLITTER MERMAID
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SUPPLIES

•   Construction paper

•   Markers or paint

•   Yarn

•   School glue

•   Glitter

DIRECTIONS

Cut the shape of the mermaid’s tail and top out of a piece of construction paper. Glue the pieces to the middle of a piece of white construction paper. Use markers or paint to make your mermaid’s body and face. Glue strands of yarn to your mermaid’s head to make colorful mermaid hair. Squeeze glue onto the mermaid’s tail and top and sprinkle glitter to the glue to add a little magic to your mermaid. Let the glue dry and then shake off the excess glitter.


GLITTER GLUE PEELS

You can also try these with puffy paint to make window clings.
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SUPPLIES

•   School glue

•   Wax paper

•   Glitter

DIRECTIONS

Squeeze glue onto a piece of wax paper to draw a picture or to form a design. Shake glitter over the glue until it is covered. Let the glue dry; it may take a day or two before it is dry enough. Once it’s completely dry, carefully peel back the dried glue from the wax paper. If you would like to display it, tie a string to it and hang it.


GLITTERY JELLYFISH

Jellyfish are so lovely; there is something magical about them. Accompany your craft with a little lesson about the enchanting sea creatures.
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SUPPLIES

•   Construction paper

•   School glue

•   Glitter

•   White tissue paper

•   Yarn

DIRECTIONS

Cut an oval shape with a wavy bottom out of a piece of construction paper. Squeeze glue out onto the shape and spread it. Shake the glitter onto the glue and let it dry. Cut long strips of white tissue paper and squeeze lines of glue all the way down them. Then shake glitter onto them and set them aside to dry. When all the glue is dried, shake off the excess glitter. Cut strips of yarn longer than the tissue paper. Glue the strips of tissue and the yarn to the back of the jellyfish’s body.
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