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PREFACE




  People are born into this world, live for a certain number of decades and eventually die. When they die, the only thing they can take back with them to the other world is their “mind.” And within that mind what retains a diamond-like radiance is “wisdom.”




  In this book I have written from various angles about the wisdom that people need to acquire during their lifetime. I have presented many valuable thoughts, from how individuals should live their lives to the keys to intellectual output, as well as the secrets of management for business owners.




  Modern-day enlightenment is something that is truly multi-faceted and complex. However, the most important thing is, through your own efforts, to shine a beam of light on your soul’s way of life and to produce beautiful crystals in this precious lifetime.




  I believe that, in a sense, I have successfully modernized the teachings of Buddha’s Truth with the publication of The Laws of Wisdom, and last year’s bestseller The Laws of Perseverance.




  Ryuho Okawa


  Founder and CEO of the Happy Science Group


  December 2014




  
~ Gift of Words for You ~


  INFORMATION — KNOWLEDGE — WISDOM




  “Information” is data


  Which is constantly being collected


  By your brain,


  Through your eyes and ears.


  “Information” can be


  Accumulated or processed.




  When “information” develops to the level


  Where you can use it,


  Or when it becomes academic ability


  Or useful skills at work,


  It serves as “knowledge.”




  “Knowledge” is power.


  Possessing the knowledge that is necessary,


  And being able to use it when needed


  Is a vital skill and a weapon for surviving


  In modern society.




  However, there is something more important


  Which is “wisdom.”


  When “knowledge” is deepened


  Through experience,


  And reaches a level where it can enrich


  A person’s views on life,


  Serving as words of guidance for enlightenment,


  That is called “wisdom.”




  “Wisdom” is born


  When “knowledge” is filtered through good and evil.


  It is crystallized


  During deep reflection and meditation.




  It closely resembles the inspiration


  That comes down from one corner of Heaven.




  
~ Chapter One ~


  THE GRAND STRATEGY FOR PROSPERITY




  ~ Each Person’s Efforts and Perseverance Open Up a Prosperous Future ~




  Lecture given on July 8, 2014


  at Saitama Super Arena


  Saitama, Japan
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  For the Past Twenty-Eight Years, I Have Taught What is Right




  The first time I stood in front of you and gave a lecture on a podium, awakening to the fact that this work was my mission, I was exactly thirty years old. It was ten years after I turned twenty, and I was giving a lecture commemorating the launch of Happy Science on November 23rd, 1986. During those ten years, my efforts and study had been accumulating continuously, and at the age of thirty, I stood firm, as Confucius said. Giving lectures on my own thoughts has become my life’s work. I feel that the days go by very fast. Since that day, twenty-eight years have passed.




  When I gave my very first lecture, people had gathered from all over Japan, but there were a total of only eighty-seven people. However, the lecture of this chapter, “The Grand Strategy for Prosperity,” given on July 8th, 2014, on the occasion of the Celebration of the Lord’s Descent, the lecture space, the Saitama Super Arena, was filled with people. It was also broadcast live to about 3,500 locations throughout Japan and around the world. My lectures have also been translated into over twenty-seven different languages, and published as books.




  Slowly but surely, I feel that the Dharma Wheel is being turned and these teachings are spreading all over the world. This shows that the path I decided to take at the age of thirty and have walked continuously and wholeheartedly is a true path.




  At the beginning, there were not so many people who believed in me. There were only a small number who believed the words of enlightenment sent from Heaven, what could be called the “revelation” that was bestowed on me.




  However, the battle for Truth has been steadily moving forward, because I have continuously appealed to people’s hearts. And the phrases I have always repeated are, “A fact is a fact, the truth is the truth” and “the Truth never dies.”




  Lies or falsity eventually perish as a result of various criticisms, accusations and attacks. However, the Truth always moves forward in the face of any criticism or headwind. I have shown, through my own life, how righteousness opens up a path in life and becomes a driving force to achieve greater progress.
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  Big Government Always Leads to the Corruption of a Nation




  The title of this chapter is “The Grand Strategy for Prosperity.” This is essentially a subject that the prime minister or president should speak about. However, if the lecture were for the whole world, maybe no one would be able to talk on this topic.




  I, myself do not intend to give this talk on behalf of politicians. Rather, I want to tell you, from the standpoint of a religious leader, what kind of mindset you need to hold on to, and the basic attitude that is required of each one of you.




  I feel that the current Japanese government is conducting a creative administration. We have not seen this kind of creative politics in Japan in the past, at the least in the past twenty years. Despite its frictions with other countries, Japan is currently producing a creative government, something rare for this country.




  This being said, from the standpoint of religion, and also from the perspective of each person, we must think about politics in a different way. How, then, should we view it?




  If, in fact, each citizen in the country has hopes of the great power of the government, expecting to receive aid, and if citizens think that by changing the system, the framework, or the structure of society, a brighter future will open up for them, you can say that something is lacking. From the standpoint of the soul training of each person, this sort of attitude is not enough.




  Of course, I have no objection to the government engaging in excellent politics, with the appropriate national policies and strategies, and creating a brighter future. All the same, as citizens, we must never forget that big government will most likely lead people into corruption. This is something that history has proven.




  It is dangerous to rely too much on the big powers. While we can receive the benefits that big government offers, each and every one of us living under this government must work on ourselves to grow as an independent person, who is able to make decisions and think about the future.
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  The Inner Revolution That is Needed Now




  
Return to the starting point and ask what you can do




  “The Grand Strategy for Prosperity” is not something for the government alone to establish. The people who constitute the nation must also be involved. I am not just talking to Japan, but to people of nations around the world.




  I am sure that in any country, the government does not function in a way that meets people’s expectations. There is no government that fully meets the expectations of the people of a country. This is the reality.




  However, you must understand that the outcome of government, in other words, the national strategy that those in the government are building, is the manifestation of the collective opinion of the citizens of that nation. If the individual quality of each citizen declines, the grand national strategy of a country, its politics, economy and various other structures will also become inadequate and unsatisfactory.




  Therefore, I dare say to you: “Return to the starting point once again.” I would like you to return to the starting point and think for yourself what you can do.




  
Can you answer the question, “What is a human being?”




  I admit that the current Japanese government is doing well, though it is not perfect. However, one cannot just rely on the government and wait ten, twenty or thirty years for further improvement. The same can be said of other countries. Each and every citizen of a country needs to launch his or her own inner revolution.




  What is this “inner revolution”? What is this “inner revolution” that is required of us now? What is this revolution that we are meant to start within our minds?




  People living in this modern age of progressive scientific civilization continue to develop this civilization and this is a wonderful aspect of modern people. However, you have to be aware once again that you have forgotten something very, very important.




  There are a lot of magnificent people in Japan as well, who have studied for ten or twenty years, have been to prestigious universities, and worked in good companies or gained various qualifications. Nonetheless, I cannot help but be astonished by the fact that these people do not even know the simple Truth. And there are many people being born now who think, “God is dead,” “God doesn’t exist anymore” or “Humans can take the place of God.”




  Certainly, if you compare this to 2,000 or 3,000 years ago, intellectuals nowadays seem to have knowledge and information that people back then were never able to have. To the eyes of people who lived long ago, it would probably seem as if we have a god-like wisdom.




  Yet, if you cannot answer the questions, “What is a human being?” “Where were you before your birth, and where will you go after death?” “What is your objective in life?” then you can never be called a praiseworthy person. Rather, I have to say that all the knowledge, information and technology is clouding you, blocking you from seeing the truth.




  
Now that the world population is headed for ten billion, God is always watching over you




  If God or Buddha existed 2,000 – 3,000 years ago, it is only natural to assume that He is watching over you now, in this present age when the population is increasing. There is no way that He is not.




  When I started giving lectures, I gave messages to the five billion people in the world. But before I knew it, my messages were being sent to six billion people and now, I am addressing seven billion people in the world. The population of the Earth is increasing at a speed faster than the spread of my teachings.




  It is tremendously difficult to bring an enormous global population that is heading for ten billion, prosperity and happiness, while maintaining peace. Do you really think God, Buddha, the Tathagatas, Bodhisattvas and Angels of Light in the heavenly world will remain indifferent to this challenge?
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  Filling the World with the Breath of Prosperity Once Again




  
Having received commands from Heaven, think about what you can do




  Right now, Japan is experiencing an affluent way of life, and so is America. Other countries are surely following them. In the world, however, more than one billion people are still suffering in poverty and hunger, and the numbers of these people will probably increase.




  Even in Japan, more than twenty percent of the population is said to be living in poverty. The government is trying its best to come up with a plan to solve this problem now.




  Nevertheless, do not just rely on the government. If you take the government for granted and depend on it, this country will sink in the course of time. Just as once prosperous countries have deteriorated, so this country will eventually head into decline.




  Therefore transform your mind and rebuild it. Once again, fill the world on earth with the powerful breath of prosperity. That is what is important.
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