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INTRODUCTION TO JOE BIDEN

BY SERIES EDITOR SCOTT DWORKIN



In 2010, I was invited to Vice President Joe Biden’s Christmas party at his official residence. Once I got through security, Dr. Jill and Joe Biden were there personally to greet me. We took some quick pictures together, and after I had a short conversation with the Bidens, I headed into the actual party.

Even though there were over a hundred people in the room, and even though it was packed, there were two things that really stood out to me. One was the fact that you could tell where Joe Biden was in the room at all times. He has a kind of energy that few politicians have; it resonates around you. And two, when you did bump into or talk to Biden, he was genuine, serious, but always seeming to have a positive outlook.

He was really happy guy that night, truly enjoying himself and the festivities for the holiday season. And he didn’t just drop in and leave. He stayed around for a few hours. He hung out and was actually having a good time. He and I spoke again briefly about the holiday season, and then after a few hours, the party was over. It was a blast.

Joe Biden has a number of political strengths that will serve his 2020 primary campaign well. The personality and charisma he showed that night are chief among them.

The connection Biden makes with people is raw and genuine; it’s his top strength. And it’s so rare. It’s no wonder he’s running for president again. This is a time when the American people need someone who truly cares about America, a true patriot who has proudly served in elected office for nearly half a century.

The personal link Biden can form with voters on the campaign trail is one of the main things that sets him apart from the other candidates running. When Joe Biden speaks to individuals, it seems like those are the only people in the world who matter to him. I think that’s truly the case. He has that kind of focus where he can set you apart from everything else and actually actively listen to what you’ve got to say. Plus, if you give him some kind of question or concern that he doesn’t have an immediate answer to, the former vice president would make sure his staff actually follows up.

In addition to Joe Biden’s ability to connect with people, he has a calming nature about him, a high energy level, and always seems to have a positive attitude—especially when he’s faced multiple tragedies in his life, including the death of his first wife and his one-year-old daughter due to a car accident, only weeks after he won his first Senate campaign, and the tragic loss of his son Beau to brain cancer nearly forty-three years later while Biden was serving as vice president.1 I can’t think of many more tragic things that could happen to someone.

Still, Biden somehow managed to carry on with his duties as an elected official, and thrive. That shows true strength that’s worthy of the presidency; it requires someone to adhere to a duty to serve these United States in the best way possible, in all ways, at all times, no matter what stands in your way.

Another strength of the former vice president’s campaign is the fact he has become one of the most trusted names in American politics. That matters especially nowadays, with so many elected officials telling lies and committing corrupt acts. That, coupled with his name recognition and familiarity, will be a boon to his campaign. It’s been one of the many things that’s allowed his campaign to take off like a rocket ship early in the 2020 Democratic primary.

Unlike the 2008 and 2016 elections, where a fresh face and less political experience seemed to serve as a benefit for Obama and Trump, in 2020 Biden’s depth of experience in politics will be a great benefit to his candidacy. Experience matters this election cycle. The American people want to know that they will have someone who can hit the ground running in the White House, someone who doesn’t have a learning curve. There will be so much corruption to uncover, and so many things within the government to overhaul that Trump’s damaged, that we will need a skilled political mind to help clean up the mess. Biden fits that bill.

While researching Biden’s candidacy, I spoke to my good friend Lilly Ledbetter, the inspiration for the first bill President Obama signed into law, the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act. She told me that, “former Vice President Joe Biden is the most qualified person running for president. Biden has integrity, compassion, experience, and the love of our country. The president’s job is not an-on-the-job training; they need to know how to do get to work the moment they’re elected.”

I also talked to another good friend of mine, Dr. Quincy Lucas, who, like Lilly, I had the pleasure of serving as an aide during President Obama’s 2009 inaugural festivities. Dr. Lucas was responsible for nominating Joe Biden during the 2008 Democratic National Convention. He told me, “In a day and time where our country is in desperate need of a servant leader and a leadership team that is both humble and focused on human welfare for all—I place my trust in Joe Biden.” He continued to say:


Through my observations of and interactions with former Vice President Biden, I am confident in his ability to return our country to a place of stability. Joe Biden is intentional and unapologetic about his passion for service and commitment. As both an educator and advocate, I am interested in supporting individuals who are knowledgeable and courageous that will inspire change through best practices and action—Joe Biden will do just that!



As Lilly and Dr. Lucas noted, Biden’s political experience is paramount for his campaign. It’s going to be difficult for any other candidate to claim experience when standing next to him, although some of them are citing the need for change. It’s the same age-old political rallying cry that Biden plied in his first 1988 presidential run and, twenty years later, propelled President Obama to the White House and Biden to living at the vice president’s official residence at the U.S. Naval Observatory.

One of the biggest strengths in Biden’s candidacy is something I call “The Obama Effect.” His political partnership with former President Obama was so unique that it will only benefit his standing in the race. He worked tirelessly for Obama, both on the campaign trail and in the White House. And people don’t seem to forget that. Especially not Barack Obama.

Joe Biden is the only one who can say “I served as Obama’s vice president” and “I served as Obama’s right-hand man.” That will matter, big time. People will want to recall the moments in time when America was on a successful path, when things like Obamacare was passed, which Biden was a big part of and famously called a “big f-ing deal.” It was. They want to recall a time when the White House actually worked on behalf of the American people; where you had a vice president who believed that all American people are created equal. That’s something that Americans are deeply longing for today with Donald Trump in the White House using presidential emergency powers to make random policy proclamations, often raising taxes on the poor and middle class with his beloved trade tariffs.

Biden’s competitors in the primary will also have a hard time attacking his executive record, because if they attack him for that record then they’re attacking former President Obama. We might see some people approach the line during debates or in attack ads, but we probably won’t see anyone outright attack the vice president’s record in office during the primary. It is possible someone could say, “Well, that was Obama, that wasn’t you.” That definitely wouldn’t breed positive news headlines. And attacking President Obama in any way surely won’t help anyone gain in the polls.

If someone actually decided to fiercely attack Joe Biden’s record from 2009 to 2017, all it would do is bring President Obama out to defend him. And whoever makes that attack, their campaign probably won’t recover from the blowback. That’s how powerful the Obama Effect will be for Joe Biden in this campaign.

It will be a centerpiece to everything, especially in Biden’s television advertisements. Because why wouldn’t you talk about the days that were before Trump, and how you can continue Obama’s vision—and mention Obama’s name as much as you possibly can? Plus, Joe Biden can tell his personal stories of all the times he had to make tough decisions with Obama. There are so many great examples of Biden’s leadership while in the White House, like being in on the decision-making process for the raid that killed Osama bin Laden. It’s safe territory for the loquacious former senator from Delaware to tell stories, including the story of how he managed to dramatically limit his former penchant for political gaffes over the course of an eight-year term in office.

The Obama Effect on Biden’s campaign is priceless, and it’s not something anyone can duplicate. No one else has those experiences. No one else can put us in touch with where we were before as a country, outside of Obama himself, more than Joe Biden. And he deserves a lot of credit for serving in the role. It was really the zenith of his political career to date, and unlike his other previous high-profile moments, it wasn’t a mixed result. It was a win.

He grew from a lawmaker into a statesman and an excellent, bipartisan leader. Biden led the campaign to get the votes in Congress to pass Obamacare; he was a lead negotiator with Republicans on the hill during budget talks and led international trips to war zones. That’s probably one of the reasons why President Obama gave Joe Biden high praise as “the best vice president America has ever had.”2

Joe Biden has been always been a key diplomat for America. This is another example of an area where experience matters, in both domestic and international politics. He’s got a track record that counts, and it’s extensive—not just his time in the White House, but also his thirty-six years in the United States Senate.

Another powerful strength for the Biden campaign arises from his extensive connections within the entire Democratic Party. People don’t forget when you help them out, especially folks in the Democratic Party. He’s campaigned for many elected Democrats when they really needed the help; he’s helped many Americans from all walks of life, all throughout the country. All of it is already starting to pay off for his campaign in dividends, with widespread financial support and in retaining a seasoned campaign staff from the outset of the contest. It’s no surprise he already has fifteen endorsements from members of Congress.

Rep. Al Lawson (D-FL) endorsed Biden’s campaign in early June 2019. “They don’t make ‘em like Joe anymore,” said the African American representative from northeast Florida’s Jacksonville. He continued.3


We have an opportunity now to meet head on the greatest challenges of our time, and ensure our best days still lie ahead of us and that is why I am endorsing him to be the next president of the United States. He has a long history of doing what’s right and not what’s easy to advance the causes of America’s working families. And a proven track record of bringing people together and delivering results. America is at a crossroads and it is vital that we elect a leader who will restore the soul of this country, put us back on a path of prosperity and make certain we are respected on the world stage. I have no doubt that Vice President Biden is that leader.



That’s one stellar endorsement. But I think it encapsulates a lot of the reasons folks have been so fond of the former vice president’s candidacy this time around in a way that he never achieved in his first two campaigns to make it into the Oval Office.

The last strength for Joe Biden I want to outline is crucial. As of now, Democratic leadership in the House and Senate believe that a Biden candidacy is the best chance Democrats have at keeping the House and taking back the Senate and the White House. He could turn that into a big selling point for Democratic primary voters. And Biden’s battle-tested. He’s been on this road before.

Although Biden clearly has the strongest campaign at the moment, there are some things that can cause him trouble down the road.

In the past, plenty of presidential candidates who were considered front-runners eventually had failing campaigns. It’s going to be a tough battle for Biden to stay on top, but it might make things easier having so many other candidates in the race. People might not evaluate twenty-three different presidential candidates. They might not research everyone, or go through the trouble of reading each book in our series. They might just go with their gut. And right now it looks like the gut winner would be Biden. But again, presidential front-runners have failed in the past.

As long as Biden doesn’t commit major gaffes and avoids any sort of campaign controversy, he should be fine. But he already is being attacked by Trump and other Republicans for a number of things. One example is everything related to his handling of the Anita Hill hearings. Hill came forward to testify against Clarence Thomas during his Supreme Court confirmation process and accused Thomas of sexually harassing her in the workplace.4 Since Biden was chair of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary at the time; he had the ability to present corroborating witnesses, didn’t intervene when she was attacked by other Senators, and was critical of her in his own questioning. It has reflected poorly on Biden, though he has apologized to Hill, and will undoubtedly continue to haunt him during debates.

The most recent attacks on Biden have been regarding his leadership in pushing through the 1994 crime bill, which funded prisons, made sentences more severe, and led to mass incarceration throughout the country.5 However, the bill did ban various assault weapons, led to new laws for sex offender registries, and also included the Violence Against Women Act. So he will be able to debate its positives in the bill as well.

Something else that will definitely come up is Biden’s record on civil rights, especially his former antibusing stance. He fought the busing of African American students into predominantly white neighborhoods as a method for desegregation of schools for years while in the Senate.6 Even though this was nearly fifty years ago, it could prove to be a deal breaker for some voters.

But at least Biden is trying to right his wrongs. When Trump attacked Biden for making some women and men uncomfortable, Biden responded by saying: “The boundaries of protecting personal space have been reset. I get it. I get it. I hear what they’re saying and I understand it. I’ll be much more mindful. That’s my responsibility and I’ll meet it.”7

Overall, like most people, Biden has some dirty laundry. But it seems to have been all aired out over the years. And it doesn’t even come close to the controversies and corruption surrounding Trump. But the negatives do exist, and they do pose a problem if some of these issues resurfaced.

Can Joe Biden win the 2020 Democratic primary? I think it’s very clear that Biden can absolutely, without a doubt, win.

In order for him to win the primary, he will have to do a number of things well, including something very simple but challenging: he has to be able to appeal to the further left in the Democratic Party. The progressives, people like me in the Resistance. And he has some deep progressive credentials he can tout. Whether it’s his push for universal health care, his leadership for years on the issue of climate change, or his support for organized labor, Biden must emphasize this experience on the campaign trail and use it to answer charges that he is too moderate during debates. Still, one of the only ways to get true liberals on board for good might be to add one to his ticket if he’s the nominee. It will be otherwise tough to pull them away from stalwart progressives like Senators Warren, Harris, and Sanders, and unite the left behind him should he become the nominee.

Biden will also have to not commit any unforced errors. And he really needs to demonstrate that he learned from past mistakes. If he doesn’t, it will reopen old wounds that took a long time to heal.

The debates will be pivotal for his campaign. They can help him build unstoppable momentum for the primary season. Although his last presidential campaign ended early, pundits agreed that he demonstrated real prowess during the numerous debates of the 2008 primary.

In order to win the Democratic presidential nomination, Biden will also have to hold on to his massive early lead, something that most candidates have failed to do. Hillary Clinton in 2008 is a prime example, eventually losing to Barack Obama. Right now Biden is polling above Senator Bernie Sanders, Senator Elizabeth Warren, and Senator Kamala Harris combined.

It’s clear that Joe Biden can win the primary, but can he beat Trump? I think that Biden can mop the floor with Trump in the general election. I personally believe that it would be a landslide victory for Biden. You can tell from Trump’s attacks on Biden that Trump views Biden as his biggest threat. Biden is one of the few candidates that Trump thinks can beat him.

Joe Biden would make a great president. Biden is not someone who is going to tweet a bunch of nonsense, or threaten journalists at his rallies. He is always going to be more rational than Trump, even on his worst day. He would be fair, honest, and he’d actually do what’s best for the American people—not what’s best for him, his wallet, or his personal business ties. America would be lucky to have Joe Biden back in the White House, this time as president of the United States.




WHO IS JOE BIDEN?



Vice President Joe Biden has led in the 2020 Democratic primary polls from the start of the race, even while he waited to formally declare his candidacy until the relatively late date of April 25, 2019. He’s is often characterized as the prototypical, personable Irish politician, and looking to make his third time running the charm in the 2020 race for America’s top job.

Joe Biden’s lengthy public service career started early with his election to the Senate just before turning thirty years old. But it took him seven terms in the Senate lasting thirty-six years before he earned near-universal acclaim. Eight months after ending his second bid for the presidency, he accepted Barack Obama’s nomination as the Democratic nominee for vice president.

Biden redefined the office of the vice president during his years living at Number One Observatory Circle. President Obama assigned him an extremely active role atop numerous key administration initiatives, from overseeing stimulus funds for infrastructure to being its top decision maker about the war in Iraq.

Early in the 2020 Democratic primary race, Biden’s effusive popularity in the Democratic party is due to his eight years with President Barack Obama and the comforting return to normalcy he represents. Joe Biden is a true American statesman, and a longtime DC insider, but one whose “Amtrak Joe” nickname best personifies how he never lost touch with life outside the Washington Beltway. Those eight years have become Joe Biden’s defining moments in modern politics.

Before his national political career could begin in earnest after winning a surprise election against a longtime Republican politician at the age of twenty-nine, the Delaware senator-elect suffered a life-altering tragedy. Joe Biden would be sworn into office at a hospital where he attended to his two sons, Beau and Hunter, having lost his first wife and daughter to an collision between her car and a tractor trailer during a routine shopping trip.

Senator Biden buried himself in work and rebounded personally when he met a beautiful schoolteacher named Jill Jacobs, remarrying just under five years after the accident. His early years would be marked by a pragmatic break from his early aspirational policies, which were guided by his constituents’ loud demands. In 1975, he joined the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs, and soon afterward the newly formed Senate Intelligence Committee.

Later, Biden joined the powerful Senate Committee on the Judiciary which oversees all federal nominations to the bench. From that post, where he became the ranking member in 1981 and chairman in 1987 through 1994, the senator would participate in, sponsor, and draft his most consequential legislation; much of it revolved around crime, including a pair of sweeping crime bills in 1984 and 1994. However, those bills came with mixed results.

Senator Biden declared his candidacy for president the first time in 1987, while holding the chair of the judiciary committee. His campaign unraveled three months before the first votes in a plagiarism scandal that happened right when the national media spotlight was on him for his senatorial duties in one of the highest-profile Supreme Court nominations to ever fail. Biden quit the presidential race with dignity, and “won” the nomination hearings by defeating President Reagan’s nominee, who was widely believed to be a capricious jurist. The incident stifled his long-standing presidential ambitions for two decades, but his colleagues in the Senate rallied around him in bipartisan fashion, and the improbable end result strengthened his position as Delaware’s senator.

Only months after he retired from the presidential race, Senator Biden faced a serious health crisis when a blood vessel in his brain ruptured due to an aneurysm. Against fifty-fifty odds of survival, Joe Biden returned to his duties only six months later, in decent health that continues through today. He has long said that had he continued to run for president, he might not have sought treatment and could’ve died.

Biden’s senatorial career for the next twenty years included numerous high-profile judicial fights that have shaped American politics and particularly the way we view sexual harassment in the workplace. His legislative powers reached their peak with the 1994 crime bill, a bill with landmark programs and some equally consequential failures. By the mid-1990s, the senator’s focus turned to foreign affairs, and he became the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee’s ranking member in 1997, then later its chairman for two terms of two years each in 2001–2003 and 2007–2009. Biden’s votes on the Iraq war (against the 1991 resolution to use force, for the 2002 resolution to use force) have been endlessly analyzed. By the end of his last chairmanship, Biden proposed an Iraq plan that aged rather well, but his 2008 presidential candidacy is what led him to an immersive focus on the Middle East.

He didn’t win the Democratic presidential nomination, but Barack Obama picked Biden as his running mate. After a tumultuous but victorious campaign by a wide margin, President Obama gave Vice President Biden the Iraq portfolio to manage, while he concentrated on the numerous problems at home stemming from the crash of the economy during the George W. Bush administration, resulting financial crisis, and the “Great Recession.” The vice president was also assigned to oversee Obama’s largest program of his first term: the Recovery Act, which stimulated the economy with hundreds of billions of dollars in spending.

Joe Biden had a successful eight years as vice president by any metric, becoming President Obama’s right-hand man and key adviser. However, he suffered a great tragedy during those years when his eldest son, Beau Biden, passed away suddenly from an aggressive form of brain cancer. The vice president grieved in private, and ultimately, it was one of the main reasons he chose not to run for president in 2016.

Now, Joe Biden is back in the political fray for his third attempt to capture the Democratic nomination. If elected, he would be the oldest first-term president in American history, a feat only one other challenger, Senator Bernie Sanders, is attempting in the twenty-three person Democratic primary field. Because of his age, Biden boasts the most impressive résumé in the field, but also the challenge of running as an aging white male at a time when many Democratic voters clamor for a change in representation.

As the early front-runner in the race, Joe Biden faces the difficult task of leading the primary field from start to finish, with so many other challengers. It’s a Herculean task, but perhaps one that the former senator and vice president is up to conquering. If he does, he’ll face off against Donald Trump in the 2020 election—a matchup he, more so than his fellow Democratic contenders, is favored to win.






DEFINING MOMENTS IN JOE BIDEN’S POLITICAL CAREER



The moments that most define Joe Biden’s political career happened in August 2008, when Barack Obama tapped the senator from Delaware and former primary rival to become his vice presidential running mate. In the last fifteen years, it is still Biden’s most Google-searched moment, even more so than his 2019 presidential primary launch.1
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