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For Malcolm Blunt


A NOTE ON AN unusual usage: “CIA” is referred to throughout this text without the definite article “the.” This stylistic choice is in keeping with the Agency’s own practice in referring to itself, both in written and spoken form. No one with more than a passing acquaintance with CIA is likely to affix the definite article “the” before “CIA.”
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INTRODUCTION

A FRIEND SPECIALIZING IN the document collections scattered throughout the National Archives in College Park, Maryland, one day in 2006, shortly after the publication of A Farewell to Justice—my study of Jim Garrison’s investigation of the Kennedy assassination—intoned the words (apropos of nothing in particular) “Czarnikow-Rionda.” I looked at him blankly. He added nothing further, and neither, at that moment, did I.

After he left, intrigued, I went straight to Google. I soon discovered that Czarnikow-Rionda was a major sugar brokerage located in Cuba and boasting a venerable history dating to the early nineteenth century. Prosperous and powerful, with offices on Wall Street in New York City, as well as a controlling lineage of interconnected family members, Czarnikow was a company of which I might well have heard. Yet how, I asked myself, did this sugar conglomerate bear upon my current research and interests that included Japanese cinema, literary biography, and the Kennedy case, if also Latin America?

There the subject remained, moored in a vacuum, until my friend visited again. This time he uttered, in a similar random and seemingly unmotivated manner, the name “Kleberg.” He spoke the name with resonance, then waited for my response. Again I drew a blank.

Relenting, my friend smiled and added, “Kleberg was so powerful that he could make a call any time at his own discretion and have Allen Dulles, the Director of Central Intelligence, do his bidding. The same applied to FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover.”

The Kleberg he was referring to was Robert J. Kleberg, Jr., president of King Ranch, the largest in the U.S. and, with nine satellites, the most expansive and powerful in the world. If Kleberg had remained below the radar of history, it was by choice. But, by itself, a Texan cattle rancher didn’t appear to be a promising subject. I knew nothing about cattle, their raising, or their central role in the development of economies, let alone the empowerment of their grandiose promoters.

Kleberg, as I discovered, was the model for Edna Ferber’s crudely racist Bick Benedict in her best-selling potboiler, Giant. This certainly did not draw me closer to the man or his history.

I pursued neither “Czarnikow-Rionda” nor “Kleberg” in the course of my research until my friend added a third name, this time with a telephone number. It was that of “Alberto Fernández.” Fernández, it soon emerged, was a figure who loomed large in the political struggles of the mid-twentieth century. He was a Cuban who, like Kleberg, did not court notoriety, but who emerged, discretion notwithstanding, as no less significant a personage. And I had not only a telephone number, but a home address in Key Biscayne, Florida. I telephoned Alberto Fernández, expecting to be rebuffed. For the first, if not the last time, Alberto Fernández surprised me.

They were all connected: Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. and George A. Braga, president of Czarnikow-Rionda, were partners in King Ranch’s Cuban satellite, known as Compañía Ganadera Becerra. This ranch was managed by a long-time CIA asset, a vice-president of Czarnikow named Michael J. P. Malone. Until he was summoned by Kleberg (a summons no player in the world of Cuban wealth and politics in the years before the revolution could ignore), Malone was perched on Wall Street, absorbed in the volatility of the global market for sugar. He already possessed a number of high-level CIA officers as contacts, along with J. Edgar Hoover and the leading figure at the FBI’s New York field office, Frank O’Brien.

Alberto Fernández was married to a beautiful and elegant daughter of the Riondas. He commanded five cattle ranches in Cuba, along with a huge sugar mill. The forebears of Alberto Fernández had migrated from Spain; his grandfathers, no less than his father, were all far richer than he. Before long, Alberto Fernández would address Kleberg as “uncle” and communicate with Malone on a regular basis. For George A. Braga, however, and the methods through which he operated Czarnikow, Alberto Fernández felt only disdain.

The interlocking story of these men of privilege and power reveals the history and dynamics of the Cuban Revolution from an unexpected vantage: their ambiguous internal war with CIA on which they relied, while challenging the Cuban Revolution and the government of Fidel Castro. This life and death conflict encompassed a struggle about which you will not read either in anti-Castro or pro-Castro histories. The Great Game in Cuba is that story.


TIMELINE OF EVENTS IN THIS STORY

July 10, 1824: Birth of Richard King in New York City.

April 21, 1836: Sam Houston is victorious at the Battle of San Jacinto and the Republic of Texas is born.

December 5, 1853: Birth of Robert Justus Kleberg II, father of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr.

April 14, 1885: Death of Captain Richard King.

November 18, 1887: Birth of Richard M. Kleberg.

October 23, 1888: Death of Robert Justus Kleberg.

March 29, 1896: Birth of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr.

1925: Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. is appointed “General Manager” of King Ranch.

March 31, 1925: Death of Henrietta King.

March 2, 1926: Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. marries Helen Campbell.

November 24, 1931: Richard Kleberg is elected to the U.S. Congress, and brings Lyndon Johnson to Washington.

October 10, 1932: Death of Robert Justus Kleberg II, father of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr.

1933: Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. grants Humble Oil leases to drill for oil on King Ranch to pay his inheritance taxes.

1933: As part of a coup against Gerardo Machado, Fulgencio Batista rises to power.

1939: The wells come in at King Ranch.

1940-1944: Batista rules as President of Cuba.

June 1941: Edna Ferber visits King Ranch.

December 18, 1944: Richard Kleberg loses his congressional seat to John E. Lyle, Jr.

September 18, 1947: Founding of CIA.

June 18, 1948: George Kennan authors National Security Council Directive 10/2, granting CIA unlimited paramilitary powers.

1950: Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. meets George A. Braga in Havana.

November 26, 1950: Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. meets Michael J. P. Malone.

May 1951: Kleberg returns to Cuba.

March 10, 1952–December 31, 1958: Batista rules as dictator of Cuba.

1952: Publication of Edna Ferber’s potboiler, Giant.

1952: Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. meets Alberto Fernández in Cuba.

February 26, 1953: Allen Dulles becomes Director of Central Intelligence.

October 20, 1953: Centennial Conference at King Ranch.

May 8, 1955: Death of Richard Kleberg.

December 1955: First Santa Gertrudis cattle from King Ranch arrive in Cuba.

November 25, 1958: Alberto Fernández accused by the FBI of violating the Neutrality Act for his actions on behalf of the 26th of July Movement; Kleberg and Dulles come to his rescue.

January 1, 1959: Victory of the 26th of July Movement; Fidel Castro takes power in Cuba.

January 3, 1959: Alberto Fernández returns to Cuba from exile.

January 5, 1959: Alberto Fernández enlisted by the new Castro government to run the sugar industry.

February 1959: Friendship between Alberto Fernández and Humberto Sorí Marín begins.

June 12, 1959: Humberto Sorí Marín resigns as Castro’s Minister of Agriculture.

June 1959: Kleberg and Malone in New York visit Cardinal Spellman and the New York Times, and, in Washington, J. Edgar Hoover and the State Department.

August 1959: Arrest of Gustavo de los Reyes by the Castro regime.

October 1, 1959: Fidel Castro confiscates Becerra.

October 28, 1959: Death of Camilo Cienfuegos.

May 1, 1960: Taking down of the U-2 over the Soviet Union.

July 14, 1960: Alberto Fernández de Hechavarría leaves Cuba and enters into permanent exile in the United States.

September 10, 1960: Alberto Fernández makes his first maritime foray into Castro’s Cuba.

March 1961: Alberto and the Tejana infiltrate 19,000 pounds of ammunition into Cuba.

March 1, 1961: Humberto Sorí Marín arrives in the United States to present his “Plan” for an invasion of Cuba to CIA. The “Plan” presented to the Agency is dated March 4, 1961.

March 12, 1961: Humberto Sorí Marín infiltrated back into Cuba.

March 18, 1961: Capture of Humberto Sorí Marín.

April 17, 1961: CIA invades Cuba at the Bay of Pigs.

April 20, 1961: Execution of Humberto Sorí Marín.

April 24, 1961: Alberto Fernández meets with Bernard Reichhardt, Acting Chief of Western Hemisphere 4 Operations (WH/4).

November 29, 1961: Allen Dulles fired by President Kennedy.

May 20, 1963: Dionisio Pastrana infiltrates Cuba and heads for Nipe Bay.

June 12, 1963: Death of Helen Kleberg.

November 22, 1963: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy in Dallas, Texas.

February 25, 1964: Gustavo de los Reyes is released from prison and leaves Cuba on his special mission, ostensibly for Fidel Castro.

February 1965: Final meeting of Alberto Fernández with his CIA handler Robert Wall.

October 1967: CIA’s David Atlee Phillips orders that JMWAVE sever all contact with Alberto Fernández.

January 29, 1968: Termination document of CIA’s relationship with Alberto Fernández.

March 12, 1971: Death of Michael J. P. Malone.

October 13, 1974: Death of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr.

October 14, 2012: Death of Alberto Fernández.

March 17, 2014: Death of Gustavo de los Reyes at the age of 100.


CAST OF CHARACTERS

Artime, Manuel: Born in Cuba in 1932, Artime joined the Cuban Revolution only at the penultimate moment, in late December 1958. Immediately he joined the anti-Communist opposition, forming the Movement for the Recovery of the Revolution Party (MRP). On CIA’s payroll, he influenced the staging of the Bay of Pigs invasion at Playa Girón. Over the years, Artime remained on the Agency payroll.

Baggs, William (“Bill”): Editor of the Miami News from 1957 to his death in 1969. Baggs was a participant in CIA’s Operation Mockingbird, an effort begun by Frank Wisner to penetrate and influence the American media to adopt CIA policies. Among the journalists who signed on to Operation Mockingbird, in addition to Baggs, were Stuart Alsop, James Reston, and Ben Bradlee. Baggs remained close to CIA. He was strongly anti-Communist and anti-Castro.

Bancroft, Mary: Born in 1903, Mary Bancroft is known for her love affair with Allen Dulles in Bern during his time with OSS. Dulles hired Bancroft to translate the work of Hans Bernd Gisevius, who had been part of a plot to assassinate Adolf Hitler. Among Bancroft’s Bern acquaintances was the psychiatrist Carl Jung, to whom she introduced Dulles. Jung was not impressed. Dulles was a “tough nut,” Jung thought.

Bayo, Eddie: Member of the crew of the Tejana. Bayo fought with Castro against Batista, only later to join the anti-Castro movement.

Betancourt, Rómulo: Served two terms as president of Venezuela, from 1945–1948 and again from 1959–1964. Betancourt reformed the oil industry of Venezuela and was a strong opponent of Dominican Republic dictator, Rafael Trujillo.

Bissell, Richard: Bissell joined CIA in 1954 and quickly rose in the ranks. In 1956, as head of the clandestine services (DD/P), he was in charge of the top secret U-2 spy plane project. Bissell’s next assignment was the Bay of Pigs invasion; its failure led to his immediate resignation from the Agency.

Bonsal, Philip: United States ambassador to Cuba following the victory of Fidel Castro in 1959.

Braga, George A., and B. Rionda (“Ronny”): Cuban directors of the Czarnikow-Rionda Company sugar brokerage. Czarnikow-Rionda was actually a consortium of sugar companies that included Cuban Trading, which acted as a middleman for the Braga enterprises. George Braga was a long-time associate of Allen Dulles.

Browder, Edward: Soldier of fortune and CIA asset involved in Latin American adventures.

Brown, Herman and George: Proprietors of global construction company Brown & Root; CIA assets from the early 1950s on; and patrons of Texas politician Lyndon Baines Johnson. Johnson secured for the Browns the contract for the Marshall Ford Dam in 1937 and the Corpus Christi Naval Station in 1940, among other projects.

Brown, Robert K.: Editor of Soldier of Fortune magazine and, as an anti-Castro adventurer, an associate of Martin Xavier Casey and Gerald Patrick Hemming.

Bruce, David K. E.: Born in Baltimore in 1898, Bruce served in World War I. In 1926, he married the daughter of Andrew Mellon. During World War II, Bruce was in charge of the London branch of the Office of Strategic Services. Bruce went on to become the premier American diplomat of the twentieth century, serving as United States Ambassador to France; to West Germany; and to the Court of St. James’s (Great Britain). He also served as Ambassador to NATO and opened China for President Nixon. According to Tim Weiner, author of Legacy of Ashes, the Bruce-Lovett Report, commissioned by President Eisenhower as an examination of CIA’s clandestine services, “would have destroyed the agency.” Today CIA denies that the Bruce-Lovett Report ever existed.

Bush, George H. W.: Long-time Central Intelligence Agency asset, Bush served as vice president of the United States from 1981 to 1989 and president from 1989 to 1993. In the wake of the Church Committee hearings, Bush served as Director of Central Intelligence in 1976, a position he held for a year.

Bush, George W.: President of the United States from 2000 to 2008.

Cardona, Miró: Cardona was another of the anti-Castro politicians at CIA’s feeding trough. Cardona fled Cuba in late 1960, and soon became the leader of the CIA-created-and-controlled Cuban Revolutionary Council (CRC).

Castro, Fidel: Following years leading the 26th of July Movement against the dictator Fulgencio Batista, Castro took power on January 1, 1959. At once Castro provided dramatic improvements in the lives of the Cuban people: medical care, literacy, and universal education. The American embargo of Cuba, and the deprivation it occasioned, played a role in the rapid deterioration of civil liberties in Cuba. Several of the figures in this story, like Alberto Fernández and Gustavo de los Reyes, both dedicated opponents of the dictator Fulgencio Batista, were taken by surprise by the excesses of the Castro government.

Casey, Martin Xavier: CIA-connected soldier of fortune born in Philadelphia. Casey participated in a CIA-financed invasion of Haiti in the late 1960s.

Cienfuegos, Camilo: By 1954, Cienfuegos had become part of the revolutionary movement against President Fulgencio Batista. He joined Fidel Castro’s 26th of July Movement in Mexico and became a leading figure and among the most popular of the comandantes. Cienfuegos perished in late October 1959 under circumstances that were never explained satisfactorily.

Colby, William: Colby joined OSS during World War II and CIA in 1951. He worked as chief of station in Saigon from 1959 to 1962 and in the Far East Division from 1962 to 1967. A Princeton classmate of Alberto Fernández, Colby directed the Phoenix Program in Vietnam from 1968 to 1971. He disappeared during a solitary canoe trip on April 28, 1996.

Collins, Edward: Collins was a gunrunner and purveyor of arms and explosives to Cuban exiles. He was a cohort of Gerald Patrick Hemming, who was with him when he drowned. A CIA asset, Collins listed his profession as “Marine Surveyor.”

Cuesta, Tony: Anti-Castro activist and member of the crew of the Tejana. Cuesta was an intelligence officer for Castro before he defected in 1960. He went on to establish two groups, Alpha 66 and Commandos Liberty (Commandos L). Cuesta was captured during a raid into Cuba on May 29, 1960. Attempting to commit suicide, he set off a grenade, blinding himself and blowing off his right hand. Cuesta was released from a Cuban jail in 1978 when he returned to Miami.

Custín, Jorge Navarro: Naval historian, former Cuban army captain, and anti-Castro activist in Miami.

Davidson, Isadore Irving: Davidson began his career working for the War Production Board in Washington, D.C. in 1941. He became a licensed arms dealer and lobbyist for such dictators as Somoza in Nicaragua and Duvalier in Haiti. When Batista was overthrown, Davidson began working for the anti-Castro movement even as he attempted to secure for Batista residence in the United States, distributing the appropriate bribes. Davidson was close to both J. Edgar Hoover at the FBI and to CIA, for whom he supplied arms.

Díaz, Eugenio de Sosa: Son-in-law of the owner of El Diario de la Marína, Ignacio Rivera. Eugenio attended Choate with Alberto Fernández.

Díaz Lanz, Pedro: Díaz Lanz joined the 26th of July Movement in 1957. He became chief of the Revolutionary Air Force of Cuba and Fidel Castro’s personal pilot. Castro fired him on June 29, 1959, after which Díaz Lanz left Cuba with Frank Sturgis. By October 21st, he was dropping anti-Communist leaflets over Havana with his brother, Marcos Díaz Lanz. CIA recruited him as a member of Operation 40. Díaz Lanz committed suicide in 2008 at the age of eighty-one, after years of poverty and depression.

Dodd, Thomas J: United States senator from Connecticut, 1959–1971. Previously Dodd had been a special agent for the FBI and participated in the Nuremberg Trials. He was a lobbyist for the Guatemalan dictator Carlos Castillo Armas and was later censured by the Senate for misappropriation of campaign funds, having used these funds for his personal use.

Dorticós Torrado, Osvaldo: President of Cuba from July 17, 1959, to December 2, 1976.

Dulles, Allen: By 1922, Dulles was at the state department as chief of the Division of Near Eastern Affairs. Dulles practiced law through the 1930s for Sullivan & Cromwell, where he represented many Nazi and pro-Nazi clients. Dulles assumed a leading role, behind the scenes, in the creation of CIA in 1947. He was employed officially by the Agency only in 1951, as Deputy Director. Two years later, Dulles became Director of Central Intelligence. He ran CIA until he was fired by President John F. Kennedy after the fiasco of the Bay of Pigs invasion. Even as Dulles “resigned,” he continued to influence Agency operations until his death in 1969.

Eisenhower, Dwight David: Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Force for Operation Overlord, the invasion of France, during World War II. Eisenhower went on to serve two terms as president of the United States, from 1953 to 1961. He was known for downsizing the military and ending the Korean conflict. CIA destroyed his presidency with its insistence upon sending out one last U-2, the one manned by Francis Gary Powers and taken down by the Soviets.

Ellender, Allen J.: United States senator from Louisiana from January 3, 1937, to July 27, 1972. Ellender, a Democrat, supported Huey P. Long and came to oppose the Vietnam War. While he was, predictably, an opponent of civil rights, Ellender was also an opponent of Senator Joseph McCarthy.

Escalante, Fabián: Security chief for Fidel Castro at the time of the Cuban Revolution.

Estes, Billie Sol: King of the wheeler-dealers and intimately connected to Lyndon Johnson, who enjoyed the profits of Estes’ cotton allotment, grain storage, and fertilizer scams. Billie Sol Estes served eight years in prison.

Fanjul, Alfonso: Head of Cuban Trading and collaborator of George A. Braga and B. Rionda Braga.

Ferber, Edna: Best-selling author of Cimarron, Showboat, and Giant, an attack on Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. and King Ranch that went on to sell three million copies. Giant was adapted into a major film directed by George Stevens and starring Rock Hudson as a racist Kleberg; Elizabeth Taylor; and James Dean in his final film role as Glenn McCarthy, a vulgar Texas oilman. In the millennium, Giant was adapted into a musical.

Fernández Casas, Federico: Father of Alberto Fernández and former member of the Cuban Senate.

Fernández de Hechavarría, Alberto: Son of a prominent politician and rancher, Alberto Fernández became a leading figure in the opposition to Fidel Castro, having run Cuba’s sugar industry for one crop after Castro’s victory. In July 1960, Fernández left Cuba for good. His efforts on behalf of an opposition movement inside Cuba, called Unidad Revolucionaria, were facilitated in part by Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. and his right-hand man, Michael J. P. Malone. Fernández came to be known as “the man of the boats” for his extraordinary efforts at sea.

Fitzgerald, Desmond: Fitzgerald worked for OSS during World War II. In 1962, he was named CIA’s chief of the Cuban Task Force and supervised a Castro official named Rolando Cubela in his failed assassination attempt on Castro’s life. In 1965, Fitzgerald was promoted to Deputy Director for Plans (DD/P). During the events of this narrative, Fitzgerald was part of CIA’s SAS, Special Affairs Staff.

Forrestal, James: A Wall Street investor, Forrestal was called to testify before a Senate subcommittee in 1933 regarding accusations that he had taken part in investment practices that contributed to the Great Depression. Having worked with Allen Dulles and his Nazi clients in the 1930s, Forrestal was appointed Secretary of the Navy under President Roosevelt. As Truman’s secretary of defense, Forrestal opposed the recognition of Israel, for which Truman fired him. Forrestal’s suicide followed.

Franqui, Carlos: Member of the 26th of July Movement, journalist and poet, editor of the movement newspaper Revolución, and head of the station Radio Rebelde. Franqui broke with Castro and left Cuba in 1968. His searing account of the deterioration of the revolution, Family Portrait with Fidel (1984), is his major work.

Frondizi, Arturo: Lawyer and president of Argentina from 1958 to 1961. Frondizi had been an activist against the dictatorship of Juan Perón. His party was the “Intransigent Radical Civic Union.” At one point, Frondizi met with Fidel Castro and Che Guevara in the hope of mediating their dispute with the United States.

Garrison, Jim: District Attorney of Orleans Parish, Louisiana (1962-1973) who devoted himself to an investigation of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. Garrison indicted Clay Shaw, a “highly paid” CIA contract employee and the director of the International Trade Mart, for participation in a conspiracy to murder President Kennedy.

Geddes, Robert: Pepsi-Cola executive and long-time CIA contact.

Gilmore, Ken: Reader’s Digest editor and long-time CIA contact.

Goldberg, Arthur: Lawyer, aide to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and later Justice on the United States Supreme Court.

Gould, Jay: Nineteenth-century robber baron, anti-union, cutthroat railroad developer, and speculator. Among his holdings were the Erie Railroad and, later, the Union Pacific. He participated in the completion of the First Transcontinental Railroad and the Missouri Pacific.

Halliburton, Erle: While working in the oil industry, Halliburton learned the techniques for cementing the inner walls of oil wells. He was fired from his first job for implementing his techniques without authorization. In 1919, stealing the patents of his previous employers, Halliburton started the New Method Oil Well Cementing Company. Having bought out most of his competitors, by 1957 Halliburton had become among the richest men in America. In 1961, the New Method Oil Well Cementing Company changed its name to Halliburton.

Hanscomb, Rafael Díaz: One of the three major leaders of the Unidad movement, Hanscomb was executed in Havana, along with Humberto Sorí Marín.

Harvey, William K.: FBI officer who resigned after a Hoover reprimand and joined CIA. Harvey worked with Ted Shackley at the Berlin station, and for the Special Group Augmented (which was responsible for Operation Mongoose) for President Kennedy, devoted to sabotage against Cuba. He recruited Mafia leaders to kill Castro. After the Cuban Missile Crisis, when Operation Mongoose was canceled, Harvey became CIA station chief in Rome. He was known for having developed CIA’s Executive Action (murder) program.

Helms, Richard: After the departure of Richard Bissell following the Bay of Pigs defeat, Helms became head of the clandestine services. In 1966, he was promoted to Director of Central Intelligence, a position he held until 1973. Helms’ departure from CIA was accompanied by a perjury conviction in federal court involving CIA’s illegal activities in Chile.

Hemming, Gerald Patrick: Former self-proclaimed U.S. Marine and long-time CIA-connected soldier of fortune participating in efforts against the regime of Fidel Castro, particularly at No Name Key in Florida. A note by Colonel James Patchell to Colonel Edward Lansdale, dated August 1962, clearly demonstrates Hemming’s CIA connections: Patchell’s note is a recommendation for the use of Hemming and his group, Interpen, by the Agency. Hemming boasted that his assets inside Cuba were the first to reveal the presence of Soviet offensive nuclear weapons in Cuba.

Herbert, Raford: After first working for the FBI, Herbert joined CIA in 1947 and served until 1965. During his time with the Agency, Herbert was chief of station at various Latin American venues including Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil, and Chile.

Hogan, Donald: Employee at the Sugar Institute in Cuba and intelligence-connected associate of Alberto Fernández. Hogan’s brother, Tony, headed a big sugar brokerage based out of New York.

Hoover, J. Edgar: Under pressure to quell anarchist and Marxist activity, Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer put Hoover in charge of its suppression. Executing the “Palmer Raids” (1919–1920), Hoover sealed his reputation for ferocity. In 1924, Hoover was named Director of the Bureau of Investigation, later renamed the FBI, a position he held until his death in 1972. In 1976, Frank Church’s senate investigative committee concluded that Hoover’s tactics were in frequent violation of the U.S. Constitution.

Houston, Lawrence: Having graduated from the University of Virginia law school, Houston served with OSS in the Middle East. He joined the Agency in 1947. Houston was CIA’s general counsel from 1947 to 1973. Among his efforts was concealing evidence of CIA’s having hired Mafia hit men to assassinate Fidel Castro. Houston participated in CIA’s 1954 overthrow of Guatemalan president Jacobo Árbenz Guzmán.

Houston, Sam: A disciple of Andrew Jackson, Houston moved to Texas having already served as Governor of Tennessee. He signed the Texas Declaration of Independence on March 2, 1836, on his 43rd birthday. Two days later, Houston was named commander-in-chief of the Texas Army. Houston’s victory at the Battle of San Jacinto on April 21, 1836, led to the creation of the Republic of Texas as a separate commonwealth. Houston was elected the first president of the Republic of Texas on September 5, 1836; he was elected a second time on December 13, 1841. After the annexation of Texas to the United States, Houston served in the U.S. Senate from 1846 to 1859 and as governor of Texas from 1859 to 1861. He opposed the secession of Texas from the union. Having refused to sign the Articles of Confederation, Houston stepped down as governor.

Hunt, H. L.: Born Haroldson Lafayette Hunt, Hunt had 900 wells in East Texas by 1932 and had become among the richest men in the world. Hunt was also known for his right-wing political beliefs, which he promoted on two radio programs and in an endless stream of pamphlets and letters to politicians in high office.

Hunt, Ray L.: Youngest son of H. L. Hunt, from his “second family,” Ray Hunt inherited Hunt Oil when his father died in 1974. In 1984, Hunt discovered massive oil reserves in Yemen, which turned out to be the largest component of his fortune. Prior to the Yemen discovery, Hunt had been worth $200 million; in 2006, his fortune was estimated at $4.6 billion.

Hurwitch, Robert: Foreign service officer and deputy assistant secretary of state for Inter-American affairs. From 1962 to1963, Hurwitch was the special assistant for Cuban affairs, where he negotiated the release of Bay of Pigs prisoners and served as part of the team discussing the Cuban Missile Crisis. He was a CIA asset, and served as ambassador to the Dominican Republic in the 1970s.

Johnson, Belton Kleberg: Son of Sarah Spohn Kleberg, younger sister of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. and, as Kleberg’s nephew, aspirant to the presidency of King Ranch.

Johnson, Lyndon Baines: Johnson began as secretary to Congressman Richard Kleberg in 1932. Thanks to the efforts of Brown & Root lawyer Alvin Wirtz, Johnson gained a seat in Congress in 1937 following the untimely death of a Texas congressman. Johnson became a United States senator having “stolen” the election of 1948; he was known by the sobriquet “The Senator from Brown & Root.” Johnson became vice president of the United States in 1961 and president following the murder of President John F. Kennedy in 1963. Having defeated Barry Goldwater for the presidency in 1964, Johnson earned the wrath of a majority of the population for his pursuit of a war in Vietnam. Unable to appear in public without attracting protesters, Johnson retired in 1968, choosing not to seek re-election.

Kendall, Don: Pepsi-Cola executive with strong ties to the Central Intelligence Agency.

Kennan, George: Kennan served the state department in various posts in Eastern Europe and at the embassy in Moscow during World War II. He stood for the policy of containment of Communism and was enlisted by Allen Dulles to author National Security Council Directive 10/2, granting the Office of Policy Coordination (CIA) free reign over paramilitary, covert, and assassination capabilities. In later years, as a scholar at the Institute for Advanced Studies at Princeton University, Kennan called 10/2 the “greatest mistake” of his life.

Kennedy, John F.: The thirty-fifth president of the United States, Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas, Texas, on November 22, 1963. John F. Kennedy was the first and last president to stand up to CIA in its continuous attempt to gain power and retain its independence from the scrutiny of elected officials and the public.

Khrushchev, Nikita: First secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union from 1953 to 1964, and premier from 1958 to 1964. Khrushchev’s history includes carrying out a “Great Purge” in the Ukraine in 1938, where Stalin ordered him to execute any officers of the Red Army suspected of planning to restore capitalism in the region. After World War II, Khrushchev remained the overseer of the Ukraine. In 1956, Premier Khrushchev denounced Stalin and the Great Purge and called for change in Communist Party policy. After taking down Francis Gary Powers’ U-2 spy plane in Soviet airspace, Khrushchev refused to meet with President Eisenhower at the 1960 Paris summit conference. His efforts at détente with President Kennedy were interrupted by the placement of offensive nuclear weapons in Cuba. Two years after the Cuban Missile Crisis, Khrushchev was forced to resign.

King, Henrietta: Wife of Captain Richard King, mother of Alice King Kleberg, and grandmother of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr.

King, Richard: Richard King, founder of King Ranch, which was to become the largest ranch in the United States, was born in New York City in 1824. He was the grandfather of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. From a boy runaway, King became a riverboat captain, then a rancher, on the advice of his friend General Robert E. Lee, who presided over the defeat of the Confederacy at Appomattox. By the time of his death, Richard King owned more than 600,000 acres of land in southern Texas.

Kleberg, Alice King: Youngest daughter of Captain Richard King and Henrietta King and mother of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr.; Congressman Richard Kleberg; Alice K. East; Henrietta K. Larkin; and Sarah Spohn Kleberg Johnson, later Shelton.

Kleberg, Caesar: Cousin of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. and his mentor at King Ranch. Caesar Kleberg was active in conservation and the preservation of animal species.

Kleberg, Helen Campbell: Wife of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr., daughter of a Kansas congressman, and a superb horsewoman.

Kleberg, Helenita: Only child of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. and Helen Kleberg.

Kleberg, Robert Justus: Robert Justus Kleberg, the paternal grandfather of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr., fought at the Battle of San Jacinto under General Sam Houston. Later, a figure of distinction in the legal community, he served as a judge in the Republic of Texas.

Kleberg, Robert Justus, II: Born in 1853, Kleberg practiced law in Corpus Christi. In 1881, he served as counsel in a case on the side opposing Richard King. King was so impressed that he hired Kleberg as his own lawyer. Kleberg married Richard and Henrietta King’s youngest daughter, Alice, in 1886. They had two sons and three daughters. Their eldest son, Richard Mifflin Kleberg, became a U.S. congressman and served from 1932 to 1944. Robert Justus Kleberg continued to acquire land to add to King Ranch. By the time of his death in 1932, King Ranch had grown to more than one million acres.

Kleberg, Robert Justus, Jr.: Grandson of Richard King and Robert Justus Kleberg, “Mr. Bob” was born to Robert Justus Kleberg II and Alice King Kleberg in 1896. He took over managing King Ranch in 1919 when his father’s health began to decline. In 1934, Alice Kleberg consolidated King Ranch into a corporation with her children as stockholders. Richard became chairman of the board and Bob Kleberg became CEO, the position he held until his death fifty years later. Among Bob Kleberg’s achievements was the creation of the first new breed of cattle certified in the Americas, the “Santa Gertrudis,” named for the original land grant of King Ranch. Kleberg died in 1974 at the age of seventy-eight.

Laborde, Lawrence: New Orleans native and long-time CIA contact. Laborde served as the American captain on Alberto Fernández’s boat, the Tejana, as it moved in and out of Cuba exfiltrating and infiltrating people and delivering arms and explosives.

Laborde, Michael: Son of Lawrence Laborde.

Lansdale, General Edward: As a member of the Office of Strategic Services, Lansdale worked in the Philippines during World War II. Under military cover, Lansdale served most of his career with CIA. Allen Dulles arranged the funding for Lansdale to return to the Philippines in 1950 to suppress a Communist uprising. When Dulles became DCI, Lansdale was sent to Vietnam to deal with the Vietminh. Lansdale was instrumental in putting the corrupt Diem government into power in South Vietnam and coordinating the annual $250 million contribution from the United States. In 1957, Lansdale began working for the secretary of defense under President Eisenhower and soon became involved in the plots to overthrow Fidel Castro. On November 1, 1963, Lansdale “retired” from the Air Force as a Major General, which rank was advanced to Brigadier General at the urging of Allen Dulles.

Lanuza, José: Mayor of Havana and friend of Alberto Fernández in Cuba.

Lee, Robert E.: After his service in the Mexican-American War (1846-1848), Lee rose to the rank of colonel. U.S. Army officer and general who participated in the surrender of the Confederacy at Appomattox. Lee was a friend and advisor of Captain Richard King. Lee was also active in the shepherding of the Comanche tribe onto reservations.

Lobo, Julio: The most powerful sugar broker in the world before the Cuban Revolution, Lobo was born of Jewish parents in Venezuela, but grew up in Havana. He had offices in Havana, New York, London, Madrid, and Manila. Lobo left Cuba in 1960.

Lovett, Robert: Secretary of Defense under President Harry S. Truman. As deputy secretary of defense, Lovett was instrumental in the creation of CIA. Co-author with David K. E. Bruce of the Bruce-Lovett Report, a study of the clandestine services of CIA commissioned by President Eisenhower.

Mallon, Henry Neil: While attending Yale, Mallon became close friends with Prescott Bush. Working for the investment firm W. A. Harriman and Company, Bush secured the accounts for Dresser Industries when they went public in 1928. Neil Mallon was named president of Dresser Industries. Mallon returned the favor by employing Prescott’s son, George Herbert Walker Bush, in his first job at a division of Dresser Industries. Mallon founded the Dallas Council on World Affairs, a sister organization of New York’s Council on Foreign Relations, dedicated to furthering the political perspective of the Central Intelligence Agency.

Malone, Michael J. P.: “Jack” Malone was vice president of the Czarnikow-Rionda sugar brokerage and the right-hand man to its chief, George A. Braga. Previously, Jack had served as the secretary and aide to Francis, Cardinal Spellman, the archbishop of New York. When George Braga and B. Rionda Braga needed to solve the squatter problem on their Cuban land, they turned to Malone. Malone is unique in this narrative for being the person working most closely with Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. in developing Becerra, King Ranch in Cuba, and for his stalwart efforts on behalf of the Cuban exile community. Malone is an intriguing figure as well for his close relationships with at least five CIA officers, in particular David Atlee Phillips and Raford Herbert. He was also the most important informant for Frank O’Brien at the FBI field office in New York.

Manrara, Luis V.: Executive director of “The Truth About Cuba Committee” and recipient of assistance from Robert J. Kleberg, Jr.

Martino, John: Worked in the Havana casino owned by Santos Trafficante. In July 1959, Martino was arrested for having made critical remarks about Fidel Castro and for helping Batistianos escape from the island. Martino served three years in prison in Cuba.

Masferrer Rojas, Rolando: Masferrer fought in the Spanish Civil War on the Republican side. In 1938, he was injured when he was shot in the foot. He joined the Communist Party before moving back to Cuba. Masferrer was elected to the Cuban legislature in 1949 where he was a strong supporter of President Carlos Prío Socarrás. When Batista overthrew Prio in 1952, Masferrer supported Batista. He formed an army called “El Tigres” and used it to quell the opposition to Batista. Masferrer fled to Miami after Castro overthrew Batista. Masferrer was assassinated by a car bomb in front of his Miami house.

Matos, Huber: Former comandante in the 26th of July Movement, Matos was jailed by Fidel Castro in October 1959 and served two decades in Castro’s La Cabaña prison.

Matt, Charles W.: CIA paramilitary officer and intermediary for Gustavo de los Reyes in his dealings with Reader’s Digest magazine.

Matthews, Herbert: New York Times reporter who interviewed Fidel Castro in the Sierra Maestra in early 1957. In January 1958, Che Guevara was reported to have said, “When the world had given us up for dead, the interview with Matthews put the lie to our disappearance.”

McCombs, Holland: CIA-connected Time-Life employee McCombs served as the chief researcher for Tom Lea for his two volume biography of King Ranch. In that capacity McCombs interviewed many people connected to King Ranch, including Robert J. Kleberg, Jr.

McCone, John: By 1933, McCone was an executive vice president of Consolidated Steel. Together with a classmate named Stephen Bechtel, McCone formed the Bechtel-McCone Corporation in 1937. After the war, President Truman appointed McCone to the Air Policy Commission. McCone served in 1948 as special advisor to James Forrestal and was appointed undersecretary at the Air Force in 1950. In 1961, McCone replaced Allen Dulles as director of central intelligence. McCone retired from CIA in April 1965.

Meany, George: President of the American Federation of Labor, 1952–1955. Meany proposed the merger of the AFL with the Congress of Industrial Organizations and served as president of the AFL-CIO from 1955 to 1979. He was a strong anti-Communist.

Montgomery, Field Marshal Bernard: The most famous British army officer of World War II, commander of the Eighth Army in the Western Desert. Montgomery (“Monty”) was the victor against the Italians at the Battle of El Alamein, considered by Winston Churchill to be the turning point of the war.

Moscoso Mora, José Teodoro: Puerto Rican politician and head of “Operation Bootstrap” to increase employment in Puerto Rico by furthering industrialization. In 1961, John F. Kennedy named Moscoso coordinator of the Alliance for Progress. From 1961 to 1963, Moscoso served as U.S. ambassador to Venezuela.

Murchison, Clint, Jr.: Like his father, Clint Murchison, Jr. was known for taking risks in business. The mirror opposite of his father’s success, it is estimated that Murchison, Jr. was $500 million in debt at the time of his death in 1987. Among his successful enterprises was establishing the NFL football franchise, the Dallas Cowboys.

Murchison, Clint, Sr.: Murchison found oil on land in Wichita Falls, Texas, which he sold at a huge profit. In 1928, he founded Murchison Oil, and in 1929 established the Southwest Drilling Company and the Southern Union Gas Company. Like many Texas oilmen, Murchison was opposed to government restrictions on oil production, called pro-rationing. Murchison ignored these laws and amassed vast wealth, producing “hot oil,” a term used to describe the oil which surpassed the pro-rationing limits. By the time Murchison retired in 1964, his net worth was more than $500 million.

Northway, Dr. J. K.: Veterinarian at King Ranch.

O’Brien, Frank: FBI special agent in the Bureau’s New York field office and contact of Michael J. P. Malone.

Ochsner, Dr. Alton: Medical doctor, long-time CIA asset, and friend of Clay Shaw in New Orleans.

Parr, George and Parr, Archer: Corrupt South Texas politicians, both of whom served jail time. A long-time ally of Lyndon Johnson, George Parr was known as the “Duke of Duval.” Eventually his evil doings caught up with him and he committed suicide.

Pastrana, Dionisio (Dennis): Anti-Castro activist and CIA asset of extraordinary bravery, Dionisio later headed Goodwill Industries of South Florida.

Pawley, William: Pawley grew up, in part, in Cuba. He became president of Nacional Cubana de Aviación Curtiss and was instrumental in the Flying Tigers’ war against Japan. In 1948, Pawley became U.S. ambassador to Brazil. He was a supporter of Rafael Trujillo and Fulgencio Batista, was an FBI informant, and was close to CIA, participating in its 1954 overthrow of Guatemalan president Jacobo Árbenz Guzmán. Pawley is notorious for a June 1963 exploit when he attempted to infiltrate into Cuba to bring out Soviet officers.

Phillips, David Atlee: Long-time CIA operative based at the time of the Castro revolution in Havana as a public relations man. Phillips was instrumental in CIA’s 1954 overthrow of President Jacobo Árbenz Guzmán and worked for CIA in various capacities of Western Hemisphere operations during the time period of this narrative. Dubbed “Chivas Regal” by Michael J. P. Malone, he was among Malone’s highly placed CIA contacts.

Powell, Joaquín: Crew member of the Tejana.

Prado Ugarteche, Manuel: Served as president of Peru from 1939 to 1945 and again from 1956 to 1962 with the support of the left-wing Alianza Popular Revolucionaria Americana party.

Prío Socorrás, Carlos: President of Cuba from 1948, Socorrás was deposed by Batista on March 10, 1952, three months prior to scheduled elections.

Quadros, Janio da Silva: Populist political leader in Brazil who resigned the presidency after serving seven months, from January to August 1961. Quadros had been a lawyer and teacher of Portuguese history and literature before he entered politics.

Quinn, Wallace: Yacht broker and friend of Alberto Fernández.

Racoosin, Theodore: New York financier and supporter of John F. Kennedy, with high contacts in the Kennedy administration. Racoosin was also involved in the expedition by William Pawley to exfiltrate Soviet officers.

Rebozo, Bebe: Cuban exile and long-time cohort of Richard Nixon in Key Biscayne, Florida.

Reichhardt, Bernard: Long-time CIA officer and acting chief of Western Hemisphere Operations.

Reyes, Gustavo de los: A prominent Cuban rancher. By August 1959, de los Reyes had joined a movement of cattlemen opposed to the Castro regime. Imprisoned at La Cabaña fortress, and then on the Isle of Pines, de los Reyes was incarcerated for four years. With the aid of Swiss Ambassador Emil Stadelhofer, he persuaded Castro to utilize him as an emissary to Washington. For twenty years, Gustavo de los Reyes managed King Ranch, Venezuela, for Robert J. Kleberg, Jr.

Rionda, Salvador: Relative of B. Rionda Braga and George A. Braga and an employee in Cuba of the Czarnikow-Rionda sugar brokerage. Rionda was also the father-in-law of Alberto Fernández de Hechavarría.

Roa, Raúl: Foreign minister of Cuba under Castro.

Rodemeyer, Al: CIA officer and among the CIA contacts of Michael J. P. Malone.

Rodríguez Alonso, Armando: Cuban captain of the Tejana.

Romualdi, Serafino: As editor of the Italian labor paper Il Progresso in 1922, Romualdi was forced to leave Italy because of the rise of fascism. He was involved in labor activities in New York until he joined OSS. After the war, Romualdi became involved with the American Federation of Labor and in 1948 was appointed the Latin American representative for the AFL. After the AFL merged with the Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) in 1955, Romualdi was named the Inter-American representative. Through the post-war years, Romualdi worked closely with CIA.

Rorke, Alexander: Soldier of fortune in anti-Castro activities and son-in-law of Sherman Billingsley, owner of New York’s Stork Club. Rorke perished during a never-explained mission with cohort Geoffrey Sullivan close to the time of the Kennedy assassination.

Rubottom, Roy R., Jr.: Assistant Secretary of State for Latin American Affairs at the time of the Cuban Revolution.

Sánchez Rionda, Eduardo: Nephew of Alberto Fernández, son of his sister, Cecile.

Santa Anna, Antonio López de: Santa Anna held the presidency of Mexico on eleven separate occasions, beginning in May 1833. As a military leader, he was essential to Mexico’s fight for independence from Spain. Santa Anna’s notable defeat was at the hands of General Sam Houston at the Battle of San Jacinto on April 21, 1836, which led to the founding of an independent commonwealth, the Republic of Texas.

Schlesinger, Arthur: Harvard professor, professional historian, and aide to John F. Kennedy during his administration.

Shackley, Theodore: Shackley joined CIA in 1953 and began working in Black Operations, an executive action program developed to eliminate unfriendly heads of state. In the early 1960s he served as station chief at JMWAVE, the CIA outpost in Miami. Shackley was involved in the planning of several assassination attempts on the life of Fidel Castro. In 1966, Shackley was placed in charge of secret operations in Laos. He headed an operation that killed thousands (28,978) of civilians suspected of being sympathizers of the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam. While in Laos, Shackley formed a group that came to be known as the “Secret Team” and became involved with the drug trade through General Vang Pao. Over the course of the Vietnam War, the members of the Secret Team amassed a fortune through drug and arms trafficking, laundering money at the Nugan Hand Bank in Sydney, Australia.

Shelton, Bobby: Nephew of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. and a son of his sister, Sarah Spohn Kleberg.

Shriver, Sargent: Brother-in-law of John F. Kennedy and husband of his sister, Eunice, Shriver was the first head of the Peace Corps.

Slick, Thomas: Oil heir, adventurer, and friend of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr., Slick served on the board of Dresser Industries and was intelligence-connected. He perished in an airplane accident when he was forty-nine years old. Slick founded the forerunner of the Texas Biomedical Research Institute and the Southwest Research Institute, and was an adventurer, art collector, and oil magnate.

Smathers, George: United States senator from Florida, 1951–1969. Smathers was a Democrat who denounced Brown v. Board of Education. He was the closest friend in the Senate of John F. Kennedy.

Smith, Earl E. T.: As United States ambassador to Cuba, 1957–1959, Smith remained in Cuba until the last days of the Batista regime, despite speaking no Spanish. He resigned on January 20, 1959.

Smithies, Gladys: Older sister of Alberto Fernández.

Smithies, John: Husband of Gladys, brother-in-law of Alberto Fernández, and friend of Lyman Kirkpatrick, the CIA inspector general.

Sorí Marín, Humberto: Humberto Sorí Marín was the first intellectual in Castro’s 26th of July Movement. A lawyer, he was the author of the rebel army’s penal code. After Castro took power, he appointed Sorí to be Minister of Agriculture. At the same time, Castro compelled Sorí to preside over tribunals leading to the executions of Batista’s officers. Sorí began to organize a mass movement in opposition to Castro called Unidad Revolucionaria. Pleading with CIA to postpone its invasion until the movement was ready, and to locate it at a more propitious site, Sorí returned to Cuba where he was captured by Castro’s militia. He was executed shortly after the Bay of Pigs invasion.

St. George, Andrew: Hungarian-born journalist, photographer, and CIA asset. St. George reportedly met with Fidel Castro in the Sierra Maestra in 1958 when Castro requested that he arrange a meeting for him with CIA officers. Over the years St. George filtered money to anti-Castro operations.

Stevenson, Adlai: Democratic Party candidate in 1952 and 1956, defeated twice by Dwight David Eisenhower. Stevenson was the U.N. ambassador from the United States during the Kennedy administration.

Sturgis, Frank (a.k.a. Frank Fiorini): Anti-Castro soldier of fortune and, later, Watergate burglar, Sturgis was a paid CIA operative in Cuba before the revolution with Mafia connections.

Taaffe, Catherine: An intelligence-connected “Mata Hari” who appeared in Cuba during the early days of the revolution and for a time worked at the Sugar Institute in Havana after the victory of Fidel Castro.

Tash, Lowell: Foreman of Becerra, King Ranch in Cuba. Befriended by Gustavo de los Reyes.

Trujillo, Rafael: Dictator of the Dominican Republic, Trujillo was assassinated in 1962 with the help of CIA-supplied weapons in an operation kept secret from President Kennedy.

Truman, Harry S.: Elected to the U.S. Senate in 1934, Truman became vice president in 1945. After President Roosevelt’s sudden death, Truman became president on April 12, 1945. He was re-elected in 1948 and would serve in the presidency until January 20, 1953, when he was replaced by General Dwight David Eisenhower. Truman’s most challenging decision was to drop an atomic bomb on Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, and another on Nagasaki on August 9th. Truman’s anti-Communist stance, the “Truman Doctrine,” called for the United States to support any country that was trying to avoid Soviet influence.

Urrutia, Dr. Manuel: Provisional president of Cuba following the 1959 revolution.

Varona, Manuel Antonio (Tony): A lawyer and senator, Varona served as Cuba’s prime minister from 1948 to 1950. Opposed to the dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista, he founded the Student Revolutionary Directorate. Later, in exile, he served as a director of Brigade 2506, which landed at the Bay of Pigs.

Wall, Robert (Bob): CIA officer operating out of the JMWAVE CIA station, and a handler for Alberto Fernández.

Wells, Bob: Tax specialist employed by Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. at King Ranch.

Williams, Langbourne M.: Chief executive officer of the Freeport Sulphur Company.

Wisner, Frank: Wisner, a lawyer, served with the Office of Strategic Services during World War II, based in Romania. He joined CIA in 1947. As enthusiastic a proponent of covert action as Allen Dulles, Wisner was placed in charge of the Office of Policy Coordination, forerunner of the Deputy Director for Plans, the clandestine services. In 1949, Wisner masterminded a failed coup in Albania. When Dulles became Director of Central Intelligence in 1953, Wisner was his Deputy Director for Plans. He requested President Eisenhower’s permission to assist the Hungarian freedom fighters in the 1956 uprising, but was denied. Wisner’s last years were marked by alcoholism and erratic behavior. He committed suicide in 1965.

Wortham, Gus: Gus Wortham was a Texas entrepreneur who joined forces with Jesse Jones, James Elkins, and John Linke to found the American General Insurance Company. Wortham became part of the Suite 8-F group at the Lamar Hotel in Houston, presided over by Herman Brown. Wortham was chairman of the board and CEO of American General from its founding until shortly before his death in 1976.

Yeagley, J. Walter: Assistant attorney general and director of the internal security division in 1959. Friendly to CIA, Yeagley later served as an aide to J. Edgar Hoover. Yeagley was close, in particular, to Lawrence Houston, the long-time general counsel for CIA.

Yturria, Fausto: attorney in Brownsville, Texas and friend of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. who helped 26th of July members who had been arrested for gun-running to get out of jail and return to Cuba.


CIA GLOSSARY

201 files: personnel files created by CIA for its assets and employees as well as for persons of interest.

AM: prefix to cryptonyms having to do with Cuba.

AMBIDDY: cryptonym for Manuel Artime.

AMBUD-1: Miró Cardona’s cryptonym.

AMCHEER and AMFAST: Operations enlisting exiled Cuban businessmen and lawyers in anti-Castro operations.

AMCLATTER-1: Bernard Barker.

AMDENIM-1: Alberto Fernández’s CIA cryptonym.

AMPATRIN: Michael J. P. Malone’s cryptonym.

AMSWIRL-1: cryptonym for Cesario Diosdado, a U.S. Customs officer seconded to CIA, his salary paid by the Agency.

AMTHUG-1: cryptonym for Fidel Castro.

CRC: Cuban Revolutionary Council, an organization of Cuban exiles entirely under the control of CIA.

DD/P: Deputy Director for Plans, refers both to the clandestine services themselves and to the chief of the clandestine services during the period covered in this narrative.

DCI: Director of Central Intelligence.

DDCI: Deputy Director, Central Intelligence.

DRE: Directorio Revolucionario Estudiantil, revolutionary student directorate, militant group of young Cuban exiles.

GPIDEAL: cryptonym for John F. Kennedy.

JMARC: CIA cryptonym for Cuban operations in general.

JMBAR: CIA’s maritime operations base in the Florida Keys.

JMWAVE: Mammoth CIA station in Miami where operations against Castro were launched.

KUBARK: CIA cryptonym referring to itself.

LCFLUTTER: CIA cryptonym for its polygraph tests.

ODACID: CIA cryptonym for the State Department.

ODENVY: CIA cryptonym for the FBI.

ODYOKE: CIA cryptonym for the U.S. government.

OSS: Office of Strategic Services during World War II, predecessor agency to CIA.

PBPRIME: CIA cryptonym for the United States.

PBRUMEN: CIA cryptonym designating Cuba.

SAS: Special Affairs Staff, led during this period by Desmond Fitzgerald out of Headquarters at Langley.

WH: Western Hemisphere.


CHAPTER 1

MR. BOB IN HIS ASCENDANCY

“Who is to give Texas character?”

Sam Houston

Texas and CIA: Two Cultures of Like Mind

CIA and Texas: You might as well be comparing a lion to a fish. Yet this former Republic and the ever-expanding spy agency have much in common beyond size. Both demand of their citizens absolute loyalty. With CIA, the Agency comes before the nation. CIA uses “United States” and “CIA” interchangeably. Denizens of Texas “remember the Alamo” still; the history of Texas is their abiding history. Each lives by its own rules and protocols, shunning unwelcome outsiders who are banished should they venture near.

In the Republic of Texas, 1836–1846, the rule of law was an exception. Texas drew its first inhabitants from a mob of outlaws, people from the United States in flight from creditors or the law. Hastily they scrawled on their abandoned hovels “GTT”: “Gone To Texas.” Foreign travelers to the Republic were dismayed by the moral anarchy and the lawlessness. Restrained by no code of justice, vigilantism was a way of life. Vigilantes even earned themselves a name: “filibusters.”

In 1842, an Englishman named N. Doran Maillard published The History of the Republic of Texas. Texas, he wrote, was “a country filled with habitual liars, drunkards, blasphemers and slanderers; sanguinary gamesters and cold-blooded assassins.” Maillard, a land surveyor working during the time of the Republic, observed, “Being beyond the jurisdiction of the United States … [Texas] has served as a … convenient sanctuary for those who have fled from the pursuit of the law.”

By 1892, leading Texas historian John Henry Brown had to concede that the Republic had been plagued by “the avarice of selfish and dishonest men and unscrupulous swindlers and forgers.” No less a commentator than Rhinehart (“Riney”) Brown, the father of Herman and George Brown—the future proprietors of Brown & Root—voiced his dismay at the contempt for the law he discovered when he moved to Texas:

[There are] more deceitful people in Texas than anywhere I’ve been—every man for himself, and everybody trying to steal from or cheat his neighbor. It was always about getting ahead, no matter what.

What better environment could there be for an intelligence agency that, from its first moment, violated the law and stirred up murder and mayhem? CIA’s first illegality was to violate its own charter. As Brown & Root, with CIA encouragement, roamed the planet in quest of profit, aided and abetted by CIA’s military arm, Texas appealed to those infected by a taste for empire. So Aaron Burr revealed when he moved to Texas where he hoped to reign as an absolute monarch, creating a mini-empire for himself. Before he made it to Texas, alas, Burr was apprehended by federal officers and charged with treason. The year was 1807.

In Texas, Sam Houston’s opposition notwithstanding, empire building was the order of the day. If the United States flexed its muscles and demanded its “manifest destiny,” its ambitions took second place to the expansionist schemes of Mirabeau Buonaparte Lamar, the second president of the Republic of Texas. It was a quick leap to Texas contractors becoming components of the U.S. military, as when Navy personnel worked side by side with Brown & Root to build a military infrastructure in Vietnam. During the Iraq War, nearly forty years later, Brown & Root barges were leased to the U.S. Navy as helicopter bases.

Violence was a component of everyday life in Texas far more than in other territories, which succumbed to the blandishments of civilization. During the time of the Republic, it was unsafe to walk the streets of any town unless you were armed with the weapon of choice, the Bowie butcher knife. During America’s foreign wars, Texas has boasted more recruits to the military than any other state.

As it would be to CIA, the military was a welcome friend in Texas. Their cultures were so similar that it becomes clear why so many Texans were ready to embrace CIA and sign on as its assets. Certainly it suited CIA that Texas had long believed that its unique identity rendered Texans immune to federal authority and all laws promulgated by “the fed.”

An early Texan historian asserted this view of Texan exceptionalism, declaring that Texas was a “unique” state whose history was “unlike that of any other member of the Union.” Texas had defeated a foreign power to become a separate country. Upon annexation to the United States in 1845, Texas did what no other territory seeking to join the Union dared propose: It decreed that it would assign none of its territory to the federal government—and got away with it. The U.S. even retired the sizable debt Texas had accumulated.

The loyalty of Texans ever after would be not to elected officials, let alone to politicians at the national level, but to their own credo: They remained citizens of Texas, stalwart inhabitants still of that independent commonwealth that joined the union with so many reservations. It was a view Robert J. Kleberg, Jr. epitomized without ever having to articulate it.

Not surprisingly, Texas became the home of a particular breed of robber baron, the defense contractor. These concerns would discover a welcome ally in CIA as, with the help of the military, the Agency, substituting itself for the legally elected government, became addicted to permanent, pre-emptive wars.

By 1948, CIA had rendered into law in the form of a National Security Council directive, as if the two were identical, its freedom to commit acts of murder, terrorism, and sabotage, crimes that CIA had already embraced in the year of its birth, 1947. From the first, assassination on foreign territory was an indispensable string to CIA’s bow. It wasn’t long before CIA began its alliance with business, most particularly in Texas.

An early example of CIA’s collaboration with Texas business may be found in a letter of May 28, 1951, to Allen Dulles from oilman Charles B. Wrightsman, whose father had engineered the oil depletion allowance, granting Texans 27.5 percent off their taxes because they wanted it that way.

To pull himself out of debt, Wrightsman was considering the sale of some oil-producing leases he had received in a liquidation by Standard Oil of Kansas. Wrightsman had paid a 25 percent tax on that liquidation, which amounted to several million dollars.

Could Dulles, could CIA, advise him, Wrightsman asks in his letter, on whether he should hold or sell those leases? “If we are not going to have more trouble with Russia, and if the Middle East oil is safe for England and America,” Wrightsman wants to know, “I believe that I should sell these producing properties at once…. If trouble with Russia looms and the Middle Eastern oil fields are nationalized, producing oil properties in Texas will materially increase in value and should be temporarily held,” Wrightsman figures. “Timing is so important …” What Wrightsman is asking Dulles is whether the British and the Americans will continue to have access to Middle Eastern Oil.

Wrightsman knew that consulting Dulles, consulting CIA, came at a price. He promised Dulles that he would “cooperate … in every way.” Whatever CIA required in return for advance intelligence, Wrightsman would provide. Allen Dulles in 1951, officially only a deputy director, was already working on behalf of his Texas friends while they were acknowledging that they would provide CIA with any covers it desired.

Nor was CIA upset by the violations of the law common in Texas. Mega-entrepreneur D. H. Byrd pocketed the funds of investors whom he had lured on false pretenses. Openly he glorified Texas as a place where there were no “schemes to equalize the wealth,” adding that “there weren’t many states other than Texas where this could have happened.”

CIA saw to it that its corporate clients were protected as this end justified the means of murder and violent upheaval. When Iranian president Mohammed Mossadegh threatened to nationalize the oil industry in 1953, CIA sponsored a coup with no assistance in its decision-making from a president or a congress. Among the Texans doing business in Iran in 1953 were El Paso Natural Gas; Electronic Data Systems (Ross Perot); Bell Helicopter; Texas Instruments; Halliburton; and the ubiquitous Brown & Root.

CIA used these businesses for cover and protected them from governments not inclined to allow them to operate unimpeded. The Texans knew they could do as they pleased. If there were laws in the new millennium against doing business in Iran, Halliburton, having broken those laws, found a solution by moving its headquarters from Houston to Dubai. Who would stop them? Their legacy was the culture of Texas where U.S. law was unlikely to catch up with you.

CIA’s relationship with the corporations was kept secret, as a CIA post-Watergate document entitled “DCD Response to the Agency-Watergate File Review” reveals. The Agency was concerned that its relationship with Hughes Aircraft might be exposed: “It is difficult [illegible] with certainty that one surfacing of the substance of a given action would not cause congressional and/or media interest.”

By the millennium, CIA would render itself immune to both congressional inquiries and to media scrutiny, at least that originating from the mainstream. CIA’s pretext, that its “sources and methods” might be jeopardized, was enough to hold any challengers at bay.

In a letter dated November 8, 1954, to his brother Edgar, President Eisenhower had already voiced his concern about how certain businessmen, most of them Texas-based, were exerting an unwholesome influence on domestic policy:

Should any political party attempt to abolish social security, unemployment insurance, and eliminate labor laws and farm programs, you would not hear of that party again in our political history … there is a tiny splinter group, of course, that believes you can do these things. Among them are H.L. Hunt … a few other Texas millionaires, and an occasional politician or business man from other areas. Their number is negligible and they are stupid.

It was already too late, as was Eisenhower’s later warning against a “military-industrial complex” and “the disastrous rise of misplaced power.”

A 1967 Wall Street Journal article, “CIA & Business: Intelligence Agency’s Requests Pose Problems for Some Global Firms,” revealed that some companies, aware that CIA’s mandate forbade its operating domestically, hesitated. The vice president of International Harvester was quoted as hoping he would never be approached by CIA, an event, however, that he anticipated.

A “Southwest-based” president of an oil well drilling company began to chat with the Journal reporter about CIA only suddenly to change his mind and demand that the reporter tear up his notes. Another businessman, who also chose to remain nameless, suggested that his company issue a “well-publicized statement that ‘International Widget’ will not allow its employees to cooperate in any manner with the CIA.” The company then could do as it pleased.

Agency-think is already apparent: All you have to do is lie. At a 1975 Yale University conference, journalist Kirkpatrick Sale remarked that “The CIA, wanting to use legitimate organizations with worldwide interests as its cover, likes to have the multinationals through which to work.” So it has done, from its inception.

By the mid-1970s, according to the Director of Central Intelligence, William Colby, “five hundred agents were using corporate covers.” Domestically, CIA set up fronts like the Research Institute of America, serving companies that ranged from Dillon Read to EXXON, Gulf Oil, Hughes Tool, the Houston Chronicle, and Pan American Airways.

Nor was it, of course, only Texas companies that allied themselves with CIA. CIA favorites were the Bechtel Corporation and the Hughes companies, both doing business in California. It was Allen Dulles’ personal friendship with Steve Bechtel that allowed the company to provide CIA generously with cover relationships for its employees over the years. It was Bechtel that opened its doors in Libya to CIA employees when Nelson Bunker Hunt dared to defy CIA and deny the Agency access to his business.

As Time magazine would report, the upper ranks of Hughes Aircraft were “studded with former ranking military and CIA officers.” The alphabet of companies connected to CIA began with A: “Aero Systems, Inc. of Miami; Arrow Air; Aero Systems Pvt Ltd. of Singapore; Air America …” and proceeded through the alphabet. The list is long. The model of CIA’s symbiotic relationship with defense contractors and other corporations is as old as the Agency itself.

But in Texas in particular there was an abundance of companies and foundations eager to enter into a symbiotic relationship with CIA. As San Francisco Chronicle reporter Terry Leonard noted in 1982, “Nowhere but in Texas is the relationship between government and business so purposely close.” Herman and George Brown were long-time CIA assets, not only of the Domestic Contact Service, as might be expected, but of the clandestine services. In 1967, CIA released a document emanating from its Office of Security listing not only the dates of CIA service of Herman and George Brown, but of the CIA relationships with a long list of Brown & Root executives who were also Agency assets.

These Texans began from the premise that war was the price of the free pursuit of profit. In this respect, they resembled the robber barons of a century earlier, like Judge Thomas Mellon’s son, who said that he hoped that the Civil War would go on forever. If John F. Kennedy did not support this policy, he was the last president actively to oppose a ground war anywhere.

His successor, Lyndon Johnson, at once accelerated the war in Vietnam, a war from which Texas mega-company Halliburton, now the owners of Brown & Root, the Ur-construction company founded by Herman Brown, profited vastly. If you were a Texan friendly to CIA, you understood the necessity of the United States’ plunge into full-scale war so that Southeast Asia—and, by extension, everywhere else—would remain amenable to U.S. corporate investment.

CIA’s policy, as voiced by CIA friend McGeorge Bundy, security advisor to both Presidents Kennedy and Johnson, was clear: “support for military action [was] uncorrelated to military outcomes.” War was about profit, not politics, which suited the defense contractors clustered in Texas. Wars of duration were preferable. The longer the war persisted, the greater the financial gain for the contractor.

One day President Lyndon Johnson confided to his old acquaintance Robert J. Kleberg, Jr., the unsung protagonist of the first part of this story, that he was “worn out, troubled to death trying not to get run out of Vietnam and letting the Communists take over.” Kleberg at once dealt Johnson a cutting and sharp rebuke.
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