








Catch That Cat Burglar!

“A couple of kittens from a brand-new litter disappeared yesterday from the River Heights Animal Shelter,” Chief McGinnis said. “Know anything about it?”

“I didn’t hear about any missing kittens,” Pete told the officer. “I’ve got some new little ones myself, but I got them from a breeder named John Jones.”

The police officer turned on his heel to leave the store. Nancy led her friends in a rush to catch up.

“Chief McGinnis,” Nancy Drew called after him. “Can we help you find the missing kittens?”

The chief turned, grinning warmly. “You know, Nancy, I can always use help from you and your friends.”

“Well then,” George said happily, “let’s get started.”
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CHAPTER ONE


Where’s Hannah?

“I’m sooo bored …,” Bess complained as she flipped through the pages of an old magazine.

It was a beautiful day and eight-year-old best friends Nancy Drew, Bess Marvin, and George Fayne were hanging out in Nancy’s bedroom with no real plans.

Nancy was splayed out on the floor, making a castle out of dominoes. “I’ll do whatever you guys want to do,” she said, momentarily distracted by a metal clanking sound coming through the open window. Blocking it out, Nancy continued building her guard tower.

“We need an adventure,” George said, flopping back over Nancy’s bed so her short brown hair hung upside down.

Bess tossed the magazine aside. “I wish we had a mystery to solve. That would be exciting.”

Even though Bess and George were cousins, they were very different from each other and hardly ever did the same thing. At that moment, however, the two girls both looked at their friend Nancy.

Nancy was a great detective. Bess and George often helped her solve mysteries. Together the three girls called themselves the Clue Crew and made their headquarters in Nancy’s room.

“You never know when a mystery might happen,” Nancy told them, carefully setting another domino on her stack.

Bess sighed. “Since we aren’t investigating anything right now, we might as well go shopping.”

George groaned. “Are you kidding?” She thought for a minute, then sat up and asked, “How about a movie instead?”

“Ugh, again?” Bess asked, standing up and tossing back her blond hair. She put her hands on her hips.

“How about this: We head downtown, see a movie, then go shopping afterward?” Nancy suggested, raising her head to look at her friends.

When neither of them responded, Nancy refocused on the dominoes, saying, “Or we could just stay here and do NOTHING all day.”

At that, the girls both agreed to go to the movies and then shopping.

“Great!” Nancy popped up quickly, accidentally knocking into the tower she’d spent the past hour building. The girls watched as the dominoes fell in a wave. “Oh no,” Nancy moaned, pressing her hands to her cheeks. Nancy was used to being a little clumsy, so it wasn’t the first time she would have to start a project over. She immediately began thinking of ways to improve the castle. “I’ll work on it again after we get back. Right now, we need a ride downtown. Let’s go find Hannah.”
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