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Welcome to ALADDIN QUIX!

If you are looking for fast, fun-to-read stories with colorful characters, lots of kid-friendly humor, easy-to-follow action, entertaining story lines, and lively illustrations, then ALADDIN QUIX is for you!

But wait, there’s more!

If you’re also looking for stories with tables of contents; word lists; about-the-book questions; 64, 80, or 96 pages; short chapters; short paragraphs; and large fonts, then ALADDIN QUIX is definitely for you!

ALADDIN QUIX: The next step between ready to reads and longer, more challenging chapter books, for readers five to eight years old.
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For Bonnie, Jack, Linda, and Fred. What a wonderful family you’ve built. —D.R.





Cast of Characters

Jax Crawford: Part of the Fort Builders team

Amber & Dove Crawford: Jax’s twin sisters

Mr. & Mrs. Crawford: Jax’s parents

Caleb Rivers: Jax’s best friend

Kiara Pal: Part of the Fort Builders team

Eddie Bell: Part of the Fort Builders team

Miss Pordum: Librarian at local library

Mrs. Rivers: Caleb’s mom

Mrs. Newton: Runs Furry Friends pet rescue

Miss Berger: Owner of Veggie Bergers

Heidi: Owner of the bookstore
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Jax Crawford could only stand the noise for so long.

His twin sisters were even louder than usual.

He went to see what they were so excited about.

“What’s going on?” he asked.

“Mommy said we can get a pet!” said Amber.

“Really?” Jax loved the idea.

“And Daddy said we could get a pet too!” said Dove.

“So that’s two pets!” added Amber.

Jax laughed. “You know it doesn’t work that way, right? That still only means one pet.”

The girls didn’t pay any attention to him. They ran through the kitchen screaming about the two pets they were getting.

Jax followed them into the backyard.

“Are we really getting a pet?” he asked his parents.

“Yes, we are,” said Mrs. Crawford with a smile. “We decided you’re all old enough to help take care of one.”
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“The girls want a kitten,” said Mr. Crawford. “What do you think?”

Jax pictured running around the backyard with a dog. But a kitten would be great too.

“Kittens are cute,” he said. “That’ll be fun.”
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“Your sisters are very excited to name it,” said his mom. “I hope that’s okay.”

“Sure,” said Jax. Although he was a little disappointed that they didn’t ask him. They’d never had a pet before. It was kind of a big deal.

“Can I go to Caleb’s?” he asked.

“Of course. Say hello to his mom for me,” said Mrs. Crawford.

Caleb Rivers was Jax’s best friend. He lived just two houses away. It didn’t take long to get there.

Caleb was sitting on the steps in his garage, tying his sneaker.

“Hey, Jax. I was heading to your house.”

“I have news,” said Jax. “We’re getting a kitten.”

Caleb had a houseful of animals. Two dogs, three cats, a bunny, a hamster, and five fish. Although the number of fish was always changing.

“Kittens are the best,” said Caleb. “But they’ll get into all kinds of stuff.”

“Like my sisters?” asked Jax.

The twins were always causing some kind of trouble.

“If your sisters climb up the curtains, knock things over, and chase each other around the house,” said Caleb.

Both boys laughed.

“Yeah, I guess like your sisters, then,” Caleb confirmed.

Just then, their friends Kiara Pal and Eddie Bell rode up the driveway on their bikes.

A few weeks ago, they had all started a fort building company together: Fort Builders Inc. Whenever Kiara was visiting her grandmother down the street, they had an official meeting.

“What are you guys talking about?” asked Kiara.

“We’re getting a kitten,” said Jax.

“Oooh!” Kiara exclaimed. “I love cats!”

“I have a really good kitten treat recipe,” added Eddie. “I can bake you some.”

Everything Eddie baked was delicious. Probably even cat treats!

“That would be great,” said Jax.

“Are you excited?” asked Kiara.

“Of course. I just feel a little left out,” said Jax. “The girls get to name it, and I’m sure it’ll sleep in their room. I’ll probably get stuck changing the litter box.”

“You could be in charge of brushing it,” said Caleb. “Especially if you get a long-haired cat.”

“You can pick out the toys,” said Eddie.

They were great ideas. But they weren’t big ideas.

“Thanks, but I’ll think of something,” said Jax. “Let’s start the meeting.”

Jax knew he’d figure it out. There’s always a solution if you look hard enough. But it was time to focus on Fort Builders.

Kiara and Eddie got off their bikes and hooked their helmets onto the handlebars.

Caleb stood up. “The Fort Builders Inc., team is all here. I call this meeting to order.”
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