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    INTRODUCTION
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    In 2200 B.C. the legendary Emperor Yu was the ruler of China. Being an emperor in those days was very stressful. Among his many worries and responsibilities were protecting the Empire from invasion, building a strong military, and contending with the floods of the Yellow River. To help relieve this tension, he often took a stroll along the banks of the Yellow River. One day as he walked along the river bank he saw a tortoise emerge from the river. It slowly crawled, seemingly unafraid, right up to Emperor Yu’s feet. There on the back of the tortoise was a strange decoration (see Fig. 1). The decoration became known as “Lo-Shu.” It consisted of nine numbers arranged in a 3x3 grid. The numbers were represented by dots connected with lines: black dots for the even numbers and white dots for the odd numbers. These numbers were arranged so that if one added together any three numbers in a line, even diagonally, the result was a sum of 15.
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