







[image: image]


[image: image]

Pasó por Aquí Series
on the Nuevomexicano
Literary Heritage

ISBN for this digital edition: 978-0-8263-4545-5

©2008 by the University of New Mexico Press

All rights reserved. Published 2008

Printed in China by Oceanic Graphic Printing

First paperbound printing, 2013

Paperbound ISBN: 978-0-8263-4544-8

17   16   15   14   13          1   2   3   4   5

The Library of Congress has cataloged the printed edition as follows:

Lamadrid, Enrique R.

Juan the bear and the water of life = La acequia de Juan del oso / retold and translated by Enrique R. Lamadrid and Juan Estevan Arellano ; illustrations by Amy Córdova.

p. cm. — (Pasó por aquí series on the Nuevomexicano literary heritage)

Summary: Although treated as outcasts, three superhuman friends,

including Juan del Oso whose father was a bear, create an irrigation system

for New Mexico’s Mora Valley.

Includes bibliographical references.

ISBN 978-0-8263-4543-1 (cloth : alk. paper)

[1. Folklore—New Mexico.

2. Irrigation—Folklore.

3. Spanish language materials—Bilingual.]

I. Arellano, Juan Estevan. II. Córdova, Amy, ill. III. Title.

IV. Title: Acequia de Juan del oso.

PZ73.L278 2008

[398.2]—dc22

2008008846

This publication was made possible in part by a grant from The Center for Regional Studies, University of New Mexico.


Dedication [image: image] Dedicatoria

For all the children of New Mexico. For the New Mexico Acequia Association. And for those who labored in the forests of la Jicarita to deliver water to the Mora Valley and the elders of Picurís who granted them a part of their flow.

Para todos los hijos de Nuevo México. Para la Asociación de Acequias de Nuevo México. Y para todos los que labraron en los bosques de la Jicarita para llevar el agua hacia el valle de Mora y los ancianos de Pícuris que les dieron parte de su caudal de agua.

—Enrique Lamadrid & Juan Estevan Arellano
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Dedicated to the children, past and present, of the majestic Mora Valley. To Addie Trujillo, Mel, Dori, Marcy, Mary, and Freida . . . comadres fuertes y fieles. ¡Que vivan las acequias . . . siempre!
To the Bear!

—Amy Córdova


Note from the Series Editors

The Pasó por Aquí Series is delighted to add Juan the Bear and the Water of Life: La Acequia de Juan del Oso to the list of books it has published on Hispanic New Mexico’s literary traditions. Scholars have long been aware of this tale, the Spanish versions having been taken up by Hispanist Juan Bautista Rael in the 1930s and published in Spanish Folk Tales of Colorado and New Mexico. But good stories were never meant to be collected; they are meant to be told and retold. This new version of Juan the Bear and the Water of Life flows from the pen of Enrique Lamadrid, gushes from the lips of raconteur Juan Estevan Arrellano, and leaps into sight in Amy Córdova’s spectacular illustrations. The collaboration polishes the many facets of how, through ingenuity and hard work, the settlers of the Mora Valley made water “jump across mountains.” History tells us when the waterways were built, but this telling is the tastier, the más suave y sabroso way to understand this epic moment. It is a pleasure to invite readers of all ages to delight in the fabled story of our beautiful and ingenious acequias and to return to an imaginary world that our ancestors populated with characters such as Juan del Oso, Silvia, Mudarríos, Mudacerros, and of course the Great Bear, who moved mountains and rivers and made the valleys green with life.

For the Pasó por Aquí Editors
A. Gabriel Meléndez
University of New Mexico
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Prologue


History and Legends
of the Acequias of the Mora Valley

[image: image]

THE ACEQUIAS OF THE UPPER MORA VALLEY ARE THE highest and most famous traditional irrigation systems in New Mexico. Almost in defiance of gravity, they elevate water from three west-flowing forks of the Río Pueblo in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, up and over a high mountain ridge, across a subcontinental divide and to the east, from the vast watershed of the Río Grande to the immense watershed of the Mora, Canadian, Arkansas, and Mississippi rivers. The men, women, and children who accomplished this feat belong as much to history as to legend, and this is their story.

[image: image] It is said that when some adventurous souls decided to cross La Jicarita, Gourd Mountain, to the lands beyond, they just picked up and left. They knew that on the other side lay a verdant valley that led east to the buffalo plains where great herds of cíbolos roamed. In fact, it was the ciboleros who had traversed the valley on their treks to the llano estacado to hunt the buffalo. With a growing population, lands were becoming scarce on the western slopes of the Sierra Madre, known much later as the Sangre de Cristos after the railroad came. And since youth has always been adventurous, young men challenged each other, “vámonos pa’l otro lado de la sierra,” let’s go to the other side of the mountain. “There’s plenty of land and water where we can raise our families without want.” They were following the tradition of their ancestors, who left the silver mining town of Zacatecas in 1596 in search of a new land.
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