

  [image: ]




  HOW TO TAKE




  MONSTER BUCKS




  Secrets To Finding Trophy Deer




  by John E. Phillips




  [image: ]




  A LARSEN’S OUTDOOR PUBLISHING BOOK


  THE ROWMAN & LITTLEFIELD PUBLISHING GROUP, INC.


  Lanham • Chicago • New York • Toronto • Plymouth, UK




  Published by




  LARSEN’S OUTDOOR PUBLISHING




  An imprint of The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.


  4501 Forbes Boulevard, Suite 200, Lanham, Maryland 20706


  http://www.rlpgtrade.com




  Estover Road, Plymouth PL6 7PY, United Kingdom




  Distributed by National Book Network




  Copyright © 1995 by John E. Phillips




  All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote passages in a review.




  British Library Cataloguing in Publication Information Available




  Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data Available




  Library of Congress 94-72944




  ISBN: 978-0-936513-46-1 (paper : alk.paper)




  [image: ]The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992.




  Printed in the United States of America




   




  DEDICATION




  The future of the world depends on the character, patience, dedication, understanding and more importantly the work ethic of our young people. Because I believe in the youth of this country, I employ interns from major universities in my area to work with me.




  But Carmine Berry is different. As a senior in high school, she came to work for me after school and on Saturdays to earn spending money. After choosing journalism as her major, she enrolled in Samford University’s journalism department and continued to work with me to defray school expenses. With the same dedication, professionalism and hard work she has shown since high school, she has labored shoulder to shoulder with us to complete this book.




  For these and many more reasons this work is dedicated to Carmine Berry. Thanks, pal!
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  PREFACE




  The trophy buck usually is at least 3-years old or older. Generally a monster buck will be five years old or older. These big bucks:




  * Have survived many hunter encounters.




  * Know what the hunter will do before he does.




  * Have lived long enough to recognize danger signs.




  * Have stored up a wealth of information about hunters that allows them to survive.




  * Make fewer mistakes than the younger bucks that haven’t lived as long or dodged hunters as often.




  * Will feed and move primarily at night in open woodlots.




  * Move during daylight in thick cover most hunters can’t penetrate.




  * Won’t work their scrape lines during daylight as do younger bucks.




  * Rarely use regular deer trails, even to go to food sources.




  * Hole up in areas where no one thinks a big buck will be.




  Trophy-class bucks are extremely sensitive to hunter pressure. If a majestic buck sees or smells you, it’s a good bet he won’t return to that site that year. Although the trophy buck, like any other buck, is a creature of habit, he is much quicker than a younger deer to change his habits or haunts when he spots you or winds you.




  Strong evidence indicates that more of the bigger, older bucks with heavy antlers die from natural causes or from combat than are taken by hunters. Remember, an older buck is the smartest, most elusive deer in the woods. He’s escaped from every hunter who has come after him.




  The older a buck becomes, the more likely he is to die of old age. The only exception is when he crosses into another trophy buck’s territory or another big buck moves into his territory. When two bucks die with their antlers locked, they are usually older bucks no one has seen there before. When you find the skull of a buck with a large, heavy rack, often you can assume that the buck died after combat with another trophy buck.




  You can bag monster-sized bucks by following the ideas in this book.
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  ABOUT THE AUTHOR




  For more than three decades, John E. Phillips has hunted the white-tailed deer. Phillips explains that, “I even chose to attend Livingston University in deer-rich Southwest Alabama so I could deer hunt at least four days a week from mid-October until the last day of January all during my college years until I graduated.”




  Phillips also has been a student of deer and deer hunting as a parttime taxidermist and an active outdoor writer and photographer for more than 20 years for both newspapers and magazines. Phillips, the author of 18-other outdoor books including: “The Masters’ Secrets of Turkey Hunting,” “Outdoor Life’s Complete Turkey Hunting,” “Turkey Tactics,” “Turkey Hunter’s Bible,” “The Masters’ Secrets of Deer Hunting,” “The Science of Deer Hunting,” “Deer and Fixings,” The Masters’ Secrets of Bowhunting Deer,” “Jim Crumley’s Bowhunting Secrets,” “Alabama Outdoors Cookbook,” “How to Make More Profits in Taxidermy,” “Catch MoreCrappie,” “The Masters’ Secrets of Crappie Fishing,” “Bass Fishing with the Skeeter Pros,” “Fish and Fixings,” “The Masters’ Secrets of Catfishing,” “Bass Fishing Central Alabama” and “Black-Powder Hunting Secrets,” has had more than 1,000 articles published on hunting deer. An active member of Outdoor Writers Association of America, Southeastern Outdoors Press Association, Alabama Press Association and Outdoors Photographic League, Phillips has won numerous awards for excellence in writing magazine and newspaper articles and outdoor books.




  According to Phillips, “I’ve been fortunate enough to hunt with some of the greatest deer hunters of our day, which has made me have an insatiable passion for the sport.”




  Phillips has taken deer with bow and arrow, blackpowder rifles, shotguns and conventional rifles. He has hunted the mountains, plains, swamps, forests and croplands of the U.S. Phillips has learned the art of deer hunting from some of the best hunters in the nation and has brought this knowledge to you in “How to Take Monster Bucks.”




  ABOUT THE ARTIST




  Thirty-two year old Jim Tostrud of Kenosha, Wisconsin, the artist whose work is featured on the cover and also the inside of “HOW TO TAKE MONSTER BUCKS,” grew up in Wisconsin very interested in wildlife and the outdoors.




  According to Tostrud,” I grew up hunting and fishing and developed a special love for God’s wild creatures. One of the reasons I chose to be a wildlife artist was because I felt I could promote the importance of conservation and management of our wildlife through my artwork.-- ”However, the main reason of my work is to convey the beauty and wonder of nature to the people who view my art. I am very grateful to the Lord for the subjects I portray and the ability to bring them back to life on canvas.”




  A graduate of Viterbo Fine Arts College in LaCrosse, Wisconsin, Tostrud’s work shows the intense love he has for the animals he portrays. He pays close attention to every detail of his subject and the natural setting in which it is found. As Tostrud explained,’ “I want all my pieces to be aesthetically pleasing and yet trigger a reaction from the viewer.”




  Honored by Whitetails Unlimited as the organization’s Artist of the Year in 1993-94, Tostrud also is the staff artist for “Wisconsin Woods and Waters Magazine” and a member of the Wellington Pro Staff and is active in many nonprofit conservation organizations such as Pheasants Forever and Ducks Unlimited.
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  Contact Jim Tostrud at 1787 15th Avenue, Kenosha, WI 53140, (414) 657-7099, about his original oils, acrylics, pencil and pen and ink drawings as well as his limited editions and prints.




  CHAPTER 1




  THE CHALLENGE OF HUNTING TROPHY BUCKS




  Deer hunting’s hand of fate deals various cards to different sportsmen. Occasionally, fate will deal an ace that results in some lucky hunter’s bagging a trophy deer. But to consistently take trophies - the big, wide-racked, heavy-antlered bucks -- requires a special breed of men who have matured as hunters and who will pay an exciting price. The trophy deer hunter is a breed apart.




  Every deer hunter has one goal when he first begins hunting -- to take a buck -- any buck. After the rite of passage of bagging a buck, the sportsman finds himself initiated into the deer-hunting fraternity. In the next phase hunters pass through, they want to take as many bucks as legally possible, which may mean traveling to different states, hunting on hunting preserves and spending thousands of dollars to prove to themselves that not only can they bag bucks but that they can take bucks regularly.




  Then the woodman’s hunting generally follows one of two routes. If he has the money and the time, he will try to collect as many trophy-sized bucks as he can by traveling across the country and paying high fees to kill big bucks that have lived protected on private lands. The outdoorsman who takes the other route will attempt to learn all he can about the lands he hunts, search for trophy deer on them and try to bag them.




  These two philosophies cross again when the deer hunter finally reaches maturity and becomes a true trophy-buck hunter. He no longer has to prove that he can kill a deer, many deer or a trophy deer. Now his hunt emphasizes taking the best trophy buck, the biggest deer in the woods, the animal no one else seems capable of bagging, that one giant stag other hunters believe lives in a woodlot that they may have spotted for only fleeting moments.




  To deserve the name trophy buck hunter, a sportsman must become a master woodsman with skills, patience and perception that outdistances the other hunters who go into the woods in hopes of bagging a whitetail. The trophy deer hunter hunts like a chess master plays. He studies his opponent with as much diligence as he studies the game itself. To win and claim the prize, the trophy deer hunter plays well and outthinks and out-reasons the competition.




  The Trophy Buck: A Clear Definition




  But before defining a trophy-whitetail hunter, we must first learn the characteristics of a trophy deer and then determine an area where we can locate this trophy animal before we come up with the tactics to take him. Usually a trophy deer has lived more than three years because he has had time to put on body weight and grow large antlers. The gene pool in his region historically must have produced trophy deer. Often other hunters may see this buck that has managed to elude all who have hunted him.




  To begin the search for a trophy buck, generally a seasoned woodsman will talk to other hunters and consult with the wildlife biologists in his state or in the state he plans to hunt. Because of soil type, history of the region, availability of land and food and hunting pressure, most biologists accurately can predict where in a state trophy bucks should occur.




  The soil type, if it has enough nutrition and minerals in it, can produce the food to yield heavy body weights and large antler development. A range not overpopulated with deer should have enough food available for the trophy buck to reach his maximum size in three to five years. A sportsman can increase his chances of taking a big buck by hunting regions of less extensive hunting pressure and low numbers of deer. If the history of the area reveals that this particular place traditionally has produced trophy bucks, then the gene pool of the herd can yield another trophy for the woodsman willing to go after the animal.
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  You can take trophy bucks like this one if you’re willing to let smaller bucks pass.




  The Trophy Deer Hunter: A Description




  Now that we have defined the animal the trophy buck hunter plans to hunt, let’s look at what the sportsman must do to consistently bag this type of deer. The most difficult test most trophy hunters must pass involves their letting nice bucks walk when searching for a trophy. The trophy hunter’s dedication to hunting a trophy means the outdoorsman must back his finger off the trigger when a nice 6- or 8-point buck walks to within easy killing distance. He realizes the trophy buck may stand behind or in close proximity to these other whitetails. The trophy hunter must deny himself the right to take good bucks to bag that one trophy deer for which he searches.




  Also the trophy hunter must have the patience of Job. He may have to sit in a tree stand or a ground blind for 10 to 12 consecutive days without ever seeing a deer in hopes that one trophy buck will come his way. He must endure ridicule and persecution from his friends, most of whom will take bucks each season before he does and then will kid him about his not having bagged his buck as the end of the season nears.




  The trophy hunter must let the deer he hunts become an obsession to learn to think like the deer he stalks. The woodsman must abandon the usual hunting practices of the area he hunts, because he knows that only by hunting this trophy buck at various times with different methods and often in a different place will he have the chance of succeeding when others have failed to take the trophy buck.




  The trophy buck hunter finds his sport solitary. Few others understand the rules ofhis game. I admire these men, these ultimate deer hunters who are a breed apart.




  The Trophy-Buck Researcher




  A good trophy deer hunter is very much like Sherlock Holmes, because he constantly digs for information, searches for clues, tries to put together formulas, attempts to reason like his quarry and goes through all the mental gymnastics a good detective must to crack a case. Often a trophy-buck hunter will begin his hunt for a true trophy deer in the wee hours of the night. At this time, the biggest deer will leave their sanctuaries and move out into fields and pastures to feed. In the states that permit hunters to shine lights after dark over fields, the hunter quickly can see if a trophy buck lives in the area he plans to hunt. Then his investigation begins.




  The woodsman will attempt to discover where the big buck leaves the field and enters the woods by following his tracks. Many times the trophy buck uses a trail to go back and forth to and from the field. But the field provides only a beginning place for the trophy-buck researcher. From that point on, he must use all the knowledge he can acquire about that particular deer to set up an ambush point.




  Like many other outdoorsmen, I believe some smart bucks actually die of old age in heavily hunted areas. These bucks only move and feed after dark and will hole up in thick cover all day long. When hunting season starts, these deer become completely nocturnal. Then the hunter has no chance of bagging them. The sportsman must research to see if he can take a stand anywhere in the woods to catch that buck moving during daylight hours.
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  Ronnie Strickland, of West Point, Mississippi, took this gorilla-sized buck by hunting in a clearcut in pouring rain when few would have hunted.




  However, a hunter may harvest a nocturnal buck during the rut, because the trophy buck is usually the biggest, oldest and smartest deer in the herd. By the right of dominance, he has the responsibility of breeding the does. When the rut takes place, the trophy buck must leave cover to breed the does. The hunter in search of a trophy in the rut must begin his research along well-worn trails where he finds scrapes and in areas where he most likely will see does, which means bucks naturally will appear at these sites during the breeding season.




  A trophy buck taker I knew had hunted a granddaddy buck for a long time. Everything he had tried had failed. Finally during the rut, he reasoned that the bucks had to hang around the does, to breed the females when they came in estrus. Therefore, he decided that ifhe found and followed the does, sooner or later a buck had to appear.




  With this in mind, he donned his camo, painted his tennis shoes green, bought a good pair of binoculars and went into the woods to hunt. After finding a group of eight does feeding through a hardwood bottom, he dedicated himself to staying with those deer until he either spooked them or they led him to a buck.




  Later he told me, “My eyes nearly crossed from watching those does. But finally as the deer passed through the bottom and headed into an area where a tornado had blown down some trees, I looked into the top of one of those downed trees with my binoculars. I spotted the ivory-colored antlers of a trophy-sized buck. I believe the buck knew where the does would feed. I think he waited there for them to show up to put himself in the right place at the best time to breed a doe.




  “I watched that antler tip for awhile. As the does fed from the tree, the buck stood up, stretched himself and started looking in the direction the does had gone, as if to follow them. I took him. Since that time I have practiced following does to get to trophy bucks. Although I may trail deer for the better part of a day and never see a buck, every now and then, those does will lead me to the big buck I’m hunting.”




  The Clear-Cut Specialist




  One of the most dedicated trophy hunters I have known I have dubbed the Clear-Cut Specialist. He bags big bucks from clearcuts that have grown up in brush, briars and bushes. Although deer love these kinds of areas, hunters hate them. Big bucks inhabit these regions because the spots provide everything they need -- food, shelter, often water and especially sanctuary. A man who consistently takes trophy deer from a clearcut must be a step above the average deer hunter.




  “I have several tactics I use to hunt clear-cut bucks,” a veteran brush hunter told me. “Depending on the clearcut, I apply the appropriate method. For instance the Western hunter must utilize a spotting scope. But in the East, most outdoorsmen look at you funny if you use a spotting scope anywhere except on the rifle range.




  “However, I’ve discovered if I can find a mountain or a hill above a clearcut, I can set up a spotting scope on the ridge and spend hours carefully looking down into the clearcut to locate deer. Although the process may take me three or four hours to study a clearcut of 40 to 80 acres thoroughly, many times I can spot an ear tip, the inside of a deer’s ear or the black circle of his eye from several hundred yards away.
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  A dream buck like this can be yours if you pay the price and hunt hard -- (Drawing by Jim Tostrud).




  “Once I observe the deer, I can determine the best way of hunting him. I can hunt clearcuts in the middle of the day when the deer generally don’t move but instead bed down, in the early morning hours when the deer come back from feeding or in the late afternoon when the big bucks prepare to leave the thicket to begin their nightly feedings.




  “If no ridge, hill or other vantage point lies near the clearcut, then I have a problem. Often I will utilize a small hatchet to cut three 30- to 40-yard shooting lanes that spoke out from a central position. Then I can sit inside the dense cover and see any deer that cross any of the lanes. But I never cut an entrance lane into the clearcut. I don’t want any other hunter to get into that thick cover and discover an ambush spot.”




  The Public Land Hunter




  This trophy hunter goes into some of the most intensely hunted areas in his state -- wildlife management areas. He realizes that when the hunters come into the woods the older, bigger, smarter trophy bucks head for thick cover. To take those deer, he goes into that cover, climbs a tree well before daylight and remains in that tree until after dark.




  “At some time during the day I generally begin to see deer,” the public-land specialist explained. “Most of the deer movement occurs at daylight when the hunters move into the woods to go to lunch and just before dark when the hunters go home from the woods.




  “Big bucks will not stay in areas of high hunting pressure but must move to heavy cover. To bag a trophy deer, I find the heaviest cover I can on public-hunting regions and let the other sportsmen force the deer to come to me. Sooner or later during the day, I generally will have the opportunity for a shot. However, most of the time I won’t shoot, when the bucks I see sport spikes, 4 points or 6 points. I want to protect these seed bucks in those thick places so they will become trophy deer.




  “When I spot one of the smaller deer coming through the thicket, I just grin and say to myself, ‘You’re doing well, young friend. Keep up the good work. In a few years you’ll be a trophy. In a few years, maybe our paths will cross again.”




  No shortcuts exist for taking trophy bucks on public lands. The trophy buck taker must get into the thick places, remain there all day long and maintain a high level of concentration. He only may get one glimpse of that buck of a lifetime.




  A Trophy Hunter’s Nightmare




  One of the best trophy hunters I know told me of a terrible experience that happened to him last season.




  “I had seen a huge buck twice in a thicket where I hunted but never could get a shot at him. I had found his shed antlers, seen his scrapes, and followed his tracks. I assumed in a matter of time I would catch up with him -- hopefully his last season. Finally I located my trophy in a thicket about 150 yards from my property line. Someone had killed him but not recovered him. The big buck already had decomposed, and squirrels had begun to gnaw on his massive antlers. I almost became sick to my stomach. This prize animal, a deer I stalked for three years and had come to know and understand, had been wasted. I lost the opportunity to take him and preserve his rack forever, and no longer would I have the chance to hunt him and pit my wits against his.”




  Trophy hunters, a rare breed themselves, hunt these unique deer by utilizing unusual tactics. They don’t take many deer. Some seasons they may not bag any bucks. But when a trophy hunter comes home with the trunk of his car cracked, a trophy buck lies in the back.




  CHAPTER 2




  WHERE HAVE YOUR TROPHY BUCKS GONE?




  For most of us, those big buck mounts on display at deer shows and in trophy rooms are like fleeting daydreams. They seem as far removed from reality as winning the lottery.




  But are huge bucks truly rare across North America? I’m not talking about proven trophy-producing ranches, untapped river-bottoms or remote wilderness forests. I mean the big bucks in your home state or my home state of Alabama. Are big bucks just not there? If they are, why are these magnificent animals seldom seen or shot?

OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_005.jpg
1%

3 A g
Jar LT
e L U |

B N A

R R Tl T
-

TR R
%N






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_004.jpg
TinTostrud






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003.png





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
How To Take
MONSTER BUCKS

By John E. Phillips





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_006.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_003.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.png





