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“You were Real to the Boy,” the Fairy said, “because he loved you.”

[image: image]

To:

From:

Date:


[image: Title Page of Velveteen Rabbit]


First published in 1922 by Double Day & Company, Inc.

First Racehorse for Young Readers Edition 2017

All rights to any and all materials in copyright owned by the publisher are strictly reserved by the publisher.

Racehorse for Young Readers books may be purchased in bulk at special discounts for sales promotion, corporate gifts, fund-raising, or educational purposes. Special editions can also be created to specifications. For details, contact the Special Sales Department, Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018 or info@skyhorsepublishing.com.

Racehorse for Young Readers™ is a pending trademark of Skyhorse Publishing, Inc.®, a Delaware corporation.

Visit our website at www.skyhorsepublishing.com.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available on file.

Print ISBN: 978-1-944686-46-8

Ebook ISBN: 978-1-944686-47-5

Cover and interior artwork by Sir William Nicholson

The publisher would like to thank the Morgan Library & Museum in New York City for its generous permission to use digitally reproduced illustrations from the 1922 first edition in the library’s collection.

Printed in China


To Francesco Bianco

from

The Velveteen Rabbit

[image: image]


List of Illustrations

[image: image]

Christmas Morning

The Skin Horse Tells His Story

Spring Time

Summer Days

Anxious Times

The Fairy Flower

At Last! At Last!


THERE was once a velveteen rabbit, and in the beginning he was really splendid. He was fat and bunchy, as a rabbit should be; his coat was spotted brown and white, he had real thread whiskers, and his ears were lined with pink sateen. On Christmas morning, when he sat wedged in the top of the Boy’s stocking, with a sprig of holly between his paws, the effect was charming.

There were other things in the stocking, nuts and oranges and a toy engine, and chocolate almonds and a clockwork mouse, but the Rabbit was quite the best of all. For at least two hours the Boy loved him, and then aunts and uncles came to dinner, and there was a great rustling of tissue paper and unwrapping of parcels, and in the excitement of looking at all the new presents the Velveteen Rabbit was forgotten.
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