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    Introduction


    By Jay A. Siegel, Ph.D.


    Director, Forensic and Investigative Sciences Program


    Indiana University, Purdue University, Indianapolis


    It seems like every day the news brings forth another story about crime in the United States. Although the crime rate has been slowly decreasing over the past few years (due perhaps in part to the aging of the population), crime continues to be a very serious problem. Increasingly, the stories we read that involve crimes also mention the role that forensic science plays in solving serious crimes. Sensational crimes provide real examples of the power of forensic science. In recent years there has been an explosion of books, movies, and TV shows devoted to forensic science and crime investigation. The wondrously successful CSI TV shows have spawned a major increase in awareness of and interest in forensic science as a tool for solving crimes. CSI even has its own syndrome: the “CSI Effect,” wherein jurors in real cases expect to hear testimony about science such as fingerprints, DNA, and blood spatter because they saw it on TV.


    The unprecedented rise in the public’s interest in forensic science has fueled demands by students and parents for more educational programs that teach the applications of science to crime. This started in colleges and universities but has filtered down to high schools and middle schools. Even elementary school students now learn how science is used in the criminal justice system. Most educators agree that this developing interest in forensic science is a good thing. It has provided an excellent opportunity to teach students science—and they have fun learning it! Forensic science is an ideal vehicle for teaching science for several reasons. It is truly multidisciplinary; practically every field of science has forensic applications. Successful forensic scientists must be good problem solvers and critical thinkers. These are critical skills that all students need to develop.


    In all of this rush to implement forensic science courses in secondary schools throughout North America, the development of grade-appropriate resources that help guide students and teachers is seriously lacking. This new series: Solving Crimes With Science: Forensics is important and timely. Each book in the series contains a concise, age-appropriate discussion of one or more areas of forensic science.


    Students are never too young to begin to learn the principles and applications of science. Forensic science provides an interesting and informative way to introduce scientific concepts in a way that grabs and holds the students’ attention. Solving Crimes With Science: Forensics promises to be an important resource in teaching forensic science to students twelve to eighteen years old.
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  CHAPTER 1


  WHAT IS CRIMINAL PSYCHOLOGY?


  In Sacramento, California, for no apparent reason, an unknown assailant shoots and kills a middle-aged man on the street. Less than a year later, the same assailant uses a knife to brutally murder a young pregnant woman in her bedroom. Three days later he strikes again, this time killing a thirty-six-year-old woman, her six-year-old son, and an adult male friend of the family, all in the woman’s home. The murderer shoots his victims with a .22 caliber handgun or rifle. The killer also kidnaps the woman’s twenty-two-month-old nephew and steals the visiting friend’s station wagon, which is later abandoned near the crime scene and recovered by authorities.


  Police know they have a dangerous criminal on their hands, perhaps a serial murderer. They seek outside help to more quickly solve the crime. They hire a consultant who provides these clues about the suspect:


  
    •If the suspect owns a car, it will be a “wreck, with fast-food wrappers in the back, and rust throughout.’’


    •He’s a white male; 25 to 27 years old; thin; undernourished in appearance.


    •The killer lives near the victims.


    •He’s a loner, lives alone, and is unemployed.


    •He has a history of mental illness.


    •His home will be “slovenly and unkempt.”


    •He lives within a half-mile to a mile of the abandoned station wagon.


    •Before he started killing, this man probably burglarized homes near the murder sites.
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    Psychological profiles of criminals can lead investigators to an arrest.

  


  Armed with this information, police canvas the area within a half-mile radius of the abandoned stolen car, interviewing the hundreds of people who live there. One woman recalls speaking to a man whose appearance shocked her: “disheveled, cadaverously thin, bloody sweatshirt, yellowed crust around his mouth, sunken eyes.” Because she knew the man years earlier in high school, she is able to name him: Richard Trenton Chase.


  Just as the consultant suggested, Chase’s apartment is located less than a block from the abandoned stolen car. His vehicle, a truck, is parked nearby. Inside the beat-up old truck, again as the consultant had predicted, police find rags, trash, beer cans, empty milk cartons, and discarded newspapers. The vehicle is in poor condition. They also find a twelve-inch (30-centimeter) butcher knife and boots spattered with blood.


  Again consistent with the consultant’s information, the suspect’s apartment is a complete mess. Investigators also find evidence of horrific activities there: three food blenders with blood in them, bloody clothing, newspaper articles about the first killing, and a refrigerator containing dishes with human remains.


  Police arrest Richard Trenton Chase, who is later convicted of six murders and sentenced to die in California’s gas chamber. He commits suicide in his death-row cell before he can be executed.


  These events occurred in 1980. The case required help beyond the bounds of typical law enforcement. Investigators used profiling, one aspect of criminal psychology, to solve the case.


  
    
CASE STUDY: A PSYCHIC DETECTIVE


    In Staunton, Virginia, a masked rapist assaults five women and is suspected of assaulting several more in the area. With no physical descriptions to help them identify the perpetrator, police can do little to solve the crimes. Without leads or any new clues, they aren’t sure where to turn. Then a consultant provides this information about the rapist:


    
      •He has a scar on his leg.


      •He is skilled with mechanical things.


      •He apologizes to his victims.


      •People view him as a “nice guy.”


      •He wears a green uniform.


      •He’s been in prison before.


      •He lives near a theater in a brick building at the bottom of a hill.


      •He drives a truck that “goes round and round.”

    


    The Staunton Police Department’s consultant then accurately describes how the rapist entered the crime scenes and where the rapist waited for his victims. She provides this information without the police giving her any details of the crimes.


    In a later investigation of another crime, police arrest a suspect whose description bears an uncanny resemblance to the information earlier provided by the consultant about the serial rapist. Because of the similarities between the man they have in custody and the consultant’s description, police question him about the rapes. The man, James B. Robinson, eventually confesses to the sexual assaults.


    The consultant’s information is amazingly on target: Robinson drives a cement truck for a living (a truck with a revolving mixer that “goes round and round”); his leg is scarred; he claims to feel badly about the attacks and, indeed, apologized to his victims; he lives across the street from the Dixie Theater in a brick apartment building at the base of a steep hill; and he has a prison record.


    Under a plea-bargain agreement, Robinson pleads guilty to five rapes and sixteen other felonies and is sentenced to twenty-one concurrent twenty-year prison sentences.


    Although this case might sound like the work of a profiler, it’s not. The consultant in this case was a psychic detective. Psychic detectives generally have little or no training in crime science, law enforcement, psychiatry, or psychology. They use what they call their “psychic abilities” to “sense” things about a crime victim or perpetrator. They rely on feelings, instincts, and visions to solve crimes. Psychic detectives describe their “gifts” as supernatural, and most law enforcement officers cannot explain how these seers do what they seem to do. But they are not profilers or criminal psychologists, and little or no science or education is involved.

  

OEBPS/Images/logo.jpg
Mason Crest





OEBPS/Images/page10.jpg
7






OEBPS/Images/logo1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/page08.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
SOLVING CRIMES WITH SCIENCE: FORENSICS

Criminal Psychology
& Perso ;’lifyi Profiling

\ / JOAN ESHERICK

S RIES El] ULTANTS:

[ Nuzngha Senior Furensm Advisor, LS. Department of Justice;

gel Director of the Fopensic & Investigative Science Program,
Indiaria University, Purdue University






