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1
Introduction

One of the greatest enigmas of ancient times is the biblical Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt1. Not only is the event itself of importance, of even greater significance is the formation and identity of the Israeli nation, a people later also referred to as Jews or Hebrews, from the Hebrew language2. It was during the Exodus that God designated the Israelites as his Chosen People, an appellation that has arguably caused them more persecution than anything else. This belief in a single, personal God is widely recognised as in all probability the first truly monotheistic religion, and from Judaism would spring the two most dominant religions of the world, Christianity and Islam. If, as proclaimed by many academics, the Exodus had not occurred, then all three religions and the very existence of the God worshipped by these religions can be brought into question.

To date no academic consensus has been reached on when, if ever, this event took place, and therefore who the role players were. The narrative of the book of Exodus in the Bible (henceforth simply referred to as Exodus and likewise for other books of the Bible) is suspiciously vague about the identity of, for instance, the king of Egypt at that time and refers to him and his successor only as Pharaoh. The lack of corroborating evidence in ancient Egyptian records that can be dated to a specific ruler further raises suspicion about the likelihood of the Exodus ever having taken place. Despite these doubts, numerous independent accounts written by later historians suggest that the Exodus story must be based on historical events that took place in Egypt. Though there can be little doubt that the biblical and other legends would have become distorted through centuries of oral tradition and copying of manuscripts, something must have given rise to these legends.

The general approach adopted in my research and consequently in this treatise is therefore to assume that every legend is based on an element of truth, unless it can otherwise be shown to have been falsely introduced for political or other purposes. Another basic assumption is that no divine intervention of any kind actually occurred during the Exodus event, specifically ruling out the miracles associated with the Exodus. In other words, every aspect of the Exodus must have had a natural and logical cause or explanation. The purpose of this treatise is to link together the numerous legends about the Exodus in an attempt to reconstruct the actual events of the Exodus, whatever they may be.

The first phase of my research into the Exodus was to collect as many of the early accounts of the Exodus as possible, and to interpret these as nations other than the Egyptians and Israelites could have seen them. The reconstructed Exodus events were then linked to specific historical accounts, occurrences and persons. The next step was to analyse the effects that an eruption of the volcano on the island of Santorini, which was known as Thera in ancient times, may have had on Egypt, specifically in the context of the biblical plagues of Egypt. Since the eruption of the volcano on Thera can potentially be dated through archaeology, it should be possible to pinpoint the time frame of the Exodus. In this treatise I will endeavour to prove that the fate of the Israeli nation was determined by not one but possibly up to three eruptions of Thera. The final eruption and the subsequent sequence of events occurred at a time when Egypt was the most dominant nation in the Middle East, and the chaos that ensued reverberated throughout the civilized world of that era. Numerous legends survived that will all be shown to be linked to the calamity that befell Egypt and nearly caused its total annihilation.

Several new interpretations of names attributed to Joseph, Moses, the Pharaoh of the Exodus and other individuals are explored and presented in this treatise. A cornerstone of this process is the identification of the most likely origin of the aliases associated with these individuals. As the Exodus story revolves around the Israelites in Egypt, it is to be expected that many of the names will be of either Hebrew or Egyptian origin. Since the majority of ancient historians wrote either in Greek or in Latin, one can also expect some of the names to be of either Greek or Latin origin. This could mean that certain names may not be mere transliterations of the original Hebrew or Egyptian names of the characters in question, but rather translations into Greek or Latin of the actual meaning of the name. For instance, if a pharaoh was known as ‘The Fat One’ in Egypt and the Near East, the Greeks may have recorded that nickname in Greek words meaning precisely that, the Israelites in Hebrew and the Latin writers in Latin. It is also possible that Egypt’s neighbours may have invented other names for a particular pharaoh, based on how they perceived either him or Egypt under his rule. For example, it will be shown that the name of the legendary King Sesostris is a concatenation of the Greek words Se, sos and tris, meaning ‘You and what’s Yours the Third’. Sesostris is identified as Tuthmosis the Third, so nicknamed because of the manner in which Tuthmosis I, II and III enslaved and moved entire nations to work in Egypt. To my knowledge the name Sesostris is consistently interpreted in academic circles as a transliteration of Egyptian kings with phonetically similar names, like Seti and Senusret.

Some topics used in constructing a new version of the Exodus events are based on crucial work performed by other researchers, work which by itself may not necessarily be accepted among mainstream Egyptologists. This for instance includes Ahmed Osman’s theory that the biblical Joseph was the same person as the Egyptian official Yuya3, Graham Phillips’ argument that the biblical Moses was Crown Prince Tuthmosis, the son of Amenhotep III and grandson of Yuya4,5, and David Rohl’s hypothesis that the biblical kings Saul, David and Solomon were contemporaries of Amenhotep III and his son Akhenaten6. The theory presented in this treatise shows these hypotheses are correct and can all be interlinked.

Before proceeding with the theory in detail, the following list gives a brief summary of the key arguments of the treatise:


•  As claimed by the ancient historian Manetho7, the people known as the Hyksos were indeed the ancestors of the Israelites. The Hyksos were a group of foreigners who invaded Egypt from the north and controlled Lower Egypt for nearly 100 years during the so-called Second Intermediate Period8. They were eventually expelled by Ahmose, the ruler of Upper Egypt9.

•  Two Exodus events took place; the first when Ahmose overpowered the Hyksos throughout Egypt except in Avaris, the Hyksos capital, from where the inhabitants of the city managed to escape to Canaan. The second Exodus occurred roughly 200 years later when the Hyksos originally taken captive by Ahmose in the other parts of Egypt and possibly later by Tuthmosis III in Canaan, left Egypt under the leadership of Moses.

•  The biblical plagues of Egypt can be linked to the after-effects of the eruption of Thera. The most devastating of these was the plague of boils and blisters which decimated the Egyptian population, as well as the enslaved portion of the Hyksos nation.

•  The Pharaoh of the Oppression was Amenhotep III, while his son Akhenaten was the Pharaoh of the Exodus whom Moses confronted.

•  By interpretation of Manetho’s account of the Exodus and an Egyptian hieroglyphic record known as the El Arish Shrine Text, the biblical Moses is confirmed to be Crown Prince Tuthmosis, the firstborn son of Amenhotep III.

•  In a desperate attempt to bring an end to the plague, Amenhotep III, on the advice of his oracle also called Amenhotep, issued a decree that all firstborn offspring in Egypt should be sacrificed in the fire. Prince Tuthmosis (Moses) was the first in line to be sacrificed, but was saved from the fire in the nick of time. This event was recorded in Exodus as the ‘burning bush’ in which Jehovah, the God of the Israelites, is claimed to have revealed himself to Moses10.

•  The El Arish Shrine Text and other ancient historical records confirm that Moses led a violent and successful rebellion against his father. His army consisted of the enslaved Hyksos captives and those Egyptians affected by the plague. Moses was assisted by an army of the Hyksos nation that had escaped Ahmose 200 years earlier to settle in Jerusalem.

•  Faced with such strong opposition, Amenhotep III and those Egyptians unaffected by the plague retreated into Ethiopia for between 10 and 13 years. Moses, the slave rebels, the plagueinfected Egyptians and the army from Jerusalem ravaged and plundered Egypt during that period.

•  When the Egyptian army eventually returned to Egypt, the Hyksos army from Jerusalem retreated to Canaan, while Moses and his mixed nation of Egyptians and Hyksos slaves moved into the Sinai desert. From there they would later invade Canaan under the leadership of Joshua.

•  As argued by Rohl, the biblical Saul and David were the Labayu and Dadua of the Amarna period, the period of sun worship in Egypt inaugurated by Akhenaten11. This makes Nefertiti, his wife, and Solomon’s Queen of Sheba, called the Queen of Egypt and Ethiopia by Josephus, not only contemporaries, but in fact one and the same person. Unlike Rohl, who used the Labayu-Amarna link to move the reign of Amenhotep III later in time to the conventional period of the reigns of Saul, David and Solomon, ca. 1000 BCE12, it is shown that the Amarna period must remain in place while the date of the United Monarchy under David and Solomon should be moved back in time to the Amarna period of ca. 1353 BCE.

•  Although not directly related to the events of the Exodus, Herodotus’ account in which Helen of Troy remained in Egypt for 10 years during the Trojan War, and the association of Agamemnon with Amenhotep III through the latter’s famous statues, suggest that Helen of Troy was in fact Nefertiti, who must have been the inspiration for the fable of the Trojan War13.



For the sake of the reader who may not be familiar with the geographical and political settings of the time frame during which the Exodus will be argued to have occurred, the dominant nations and their territories are shown in Figure 1.1. The border between Egypt and Canaan is not defined as Egypt was in control of Canaan at ca. 1350 BCE. The island of Thera is shown encircled north of Crete.

[image: ]

Figure 1.1 Map of the ancient Near East ca. 1350 BCE14 (photo credit 1.1)

The Egyptians divided their country into two parts, Lower and Upper Egypt, as shown in Figure 1.2. The land of Nubia, usually translated as Ethiopia in the Works of Josephus15, was increasingly referred to as Kush by the Egyptians from 1550 BCE onwards, and later became the common name for the region in Egyptian, Assyrian, Persian and Hebrew16. The New Kingdom era of Egypt began with the expulsion of the Hyksos from Egypt by Ahmose, the first king of the Eighteenth Dynasty, and lasted until the end of the Twentieth Dynasty17.

[image: ]

Figure 1.2 The Land of Egypt during the New Kingdom era18 (photo credit 1.2)

The circular archipelago formed by the islands Santorini, Therasia and Aspronisi (see Figure 1.3) is the remnant of a volcanic caldera and is collectively also referred to by the name Santorini. The ancient settlement at Akrotiri was buried during the eruption of the volcano and excavation of the site has revealed remarkably well-preserved artefacts from that era. The modern capital of the island is called Phira, which is a different pronunciation of Thira (Thera), the ancient name of the island.

[image: ]

Figure 1.3 The island of Santorini, called Thera in ancient times, with hypothetical pre-eruption coastline19 (photo credit 1.3)

Figure 1.4 shows the pre-eruption coastlines of Thera as proposed in 2007 by McCoy20 and Friedrich and Sigalas21, respectively. Their preeruption coastlines differ somewhat from the coastline suggested by Heiken and McCoy (see Figure 1.3). The proposed coastlines are based on the assumption that only one major eruption had occurred. As will be shown in this treatise, two such eruptions occurred approximately 200 years apart. The coastline before the first eruption may therefore have enclosed the entire caldera of Santorini.

[image: ]

Figure 1.4. Pre-eruption coastlines following McCoy (left) and 
Friedrich and Sigalas (right) 





2
The Exodus as described in religious sources

The Israeli nation traces its origins back to the times of its patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob1. The latter was given the name Israel after he had wrestled with an angel of God. Jacob, who resided in Canaan, had 12 sons, one of whom was sold by his brothers into slavery in Egypt. This son, Joseph, rose to fame in Egypt and was appointed as the chief administrator of Egypt by the Pharaoh. During a severe famine in Canaan several of his brothers came to Egypt and, following Joseph’s death, their descendants began to grow in number in Egypt. Eventually a new king who did not remember Joseph came to power in Egypt. This Pharaoh enslaved the Israelites2, a state in which they remained until the time of Moses, who would lead them out of Egypt.

Exodus is the best known source of the Exodus story. A closely related account was given by the first century Jewish historian Josephus who wrote an extensive history of the Israelites in his Antiquities of the Jews3. He also defended the Jewish history against attacks by other historians in his treatise today known as Against Apion. For the reader not familiar with the biblical or Josephus’ narratives, the key aspects of these accounts are summarised below. These will also serve as background to the arguments presented later in this treatise.

2.1 The biblical narrative

In the well-known account of the Exodus, the Pharaoh instructed his people that all newborn Israeli boys should be cast into the Nile because of his fear of the growing numbers of Israelites in his country. Moses was born to Hebrew parents, Amram and Jochebed4, and his mother hid him from the Egyptians for three months after his birth. When this was no longer possible, she placed him in a basket made of papyrus, sealed with pitch, and hid the basket in the reeds of the Nile. The Pharaoh’s daughter happened to be bathing at that same spot, noticed and retrieved the basket and eventually adopted the Israeli child as her own. The grown Moses one day saw an Egyptian beating an Israeli slave and in a fit of rage killed the Egyptian. When the Pharaoh was informed of this, he sought to kill Moses, who subsequently fled to the land of Midian. Moses remained there until this Pharaoh and those who sought to kill him had died.

The pleas of the enslaved Israelites were heard by God, who appeared to Moses in a burning bush and instructed him to return to Egypt and lead the Israelites to freedom. He was to confront the new Pharaoh and convey God’s message that he should release the Israeli slaves, but God warned Moses that the Pharaoh would initially not comply. Moses protested that he was not eloquent and had a speech impediment, and the Lord reluctantly assigned Aaron the Levite to speak on behalf of Moses. God gave Moses a magical staff and the ability to perform miracles with it. Through Moses God inflicted a series of plagues upon the Egyptians. At the time of each plague the Pharaoh initially agreed to let the Israelites go, but ‘the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart’ so that he refused to do so when the plague had passed. This continued up to the tenth plague, when God through Moses brought death to all the firstborn males in Egypt, from the firstborn son of the Pharaoh to the firstborn of the animals. There was ‘a wailing in Egypt as had never before been heard, for there was not a house in Egypt without someone dead’.

The Pharaoh then instructed the Israelites to take their flocks and herds and depart from Egypt. They left Egypt with silver and gold they ‘asked’ from the Egyptians, ‘thus having spoiled (plundered) Egypt’. God warned the Israelites that the Pharaoh would change his mind once again and instructed them to march toward the Red Sea. The Pharaoh did change his mind and pursued the Israelites with the entire army of Egypt, trapping them at the Red Sea. Moses instructed the sea to part, upon which a strong wind drove the sea back, forming a path of dry land with a wall of water on the left and on the right. The Israelites escaped through the Red Sea along this path, but when the Egyptian army followed, Moses instructed the sea to collapse onto them, leaving no survivors. From there the Israelites wandered through the desert for 40 years, until Joshua led them to conquer Canaan.

In the biblical narrative the following points are of particular interest (specific references are given to facilitate finding the relevant text):


•  The Pharaoh warned his people that the Israelites might rise against Egypt, join forces with its enemies and overcome Egypt5.

•  Every newborn male should be killed to prevent the number of Israelites in Egypt from increasing6.

•  The baby Moses, born of Hebrew parents, was placed in a watertight basket and concealed among reeds, where he was found by the Pharaoh’s daughter. She could not breastfeed the baby and instructed a slave woman to be brought to her to suckle the child, that woman being Moses’ Hebrew mother. Moses was eventually adopted as a son into the royal family7.

•  Moses had to flee Egypt because he killed an Egyptian who had assaulted an Israeli slave8.

•  Moses had a rod or staff with which he performed the miracles which are known as the ‘Ten Plagues of Egypt’9.

•  The king’s firstborn was killed in the tenth plague10.

•  A ‘mixed multitude of no number’ (exceedingly many) joined the Israelites on their Exodus from Egypt, the Israeli men alone numbering 600,00011.

•  Having plundered Egypt, the Israelites were armed12 and laden with treasure13 when they left the country.

•  The entire Egyptian army, including horsemen, chariots and infantry, gathered in Pihahiroth, which was located between Magdal and the sea near Baal Zephon14.

•  Egypt’s entire army vanished (in the sea) when the walls of water collapsed onto it15.

•  The Israelites had been in Egypt for 430 years16.



2.2 Josephus’ account

Josephus recorded a more detailed account of Moses’ upbringing in the Egyptian court in his Antiquities of the Jews17. According to him the Egyptians had grown envious of the prosperity of the Israelites in Egypt, and planned to altogether exterminate the Israelites in their country through hard labour. One of the sacred scribes of the ruling Pharaoh warned him that a child would be born to the Israelites, who would lead them in an uprising against the Egyptians. The king then ordered that all newborn Israeli boys be thrown into the Nile and that those parents who attempted to save their sons be killed. When Moses was born, his mother placed him in a cradle and set the basket afloat in the Nile (not among the reeds as described in Exodus), trusting his fate to God. Thermuthis, the Pharaoh’s daughter, noticed the cradle floating down the river and sent swimmers to retrieve it. Moses was such a beautiful baby that she fell in love with him and arranged for an Israeli woman (Moses’ own mother) to breastfeed him. Thermuthis named him Mouses (Moses) and because of his remarkable beauty she eventually adopted him as her own son. She presented him to her father as the future heir of the Pharaoh’s kingdom, to which the Pharaoh apparently did not object. When the sacred scribe learned of this, he attempted to have Moses killed, warning the king that this was the child who would ‘trample on your government and tread on your diadem’. Thermusis, however, intervened and Moses was saved.

Moses grew up in the royal court and eventually became the commander of the Egyptian army, which he led on a victorious campaign against Ethiopia. The victory was sealed by Moses taking a daughter of the Ethiopian king as his wife. The Egyptians, however, had developed a hatred for Moses and planned to have him killed. The king also intended to have him killed, not only because of the prediction of his sacred scribe, but also because of his envy of Moses’ success in Ethiopia. Moses was alerted and fled to Midian.

Josephus’ account of the God’s revelation in the burning bush, the plagues of Egypt and the release of the Hebrews more or less matches the biblical account.

Key points from Josephus’ account are:


•  The name of the Pharaoh’s daughter was Thermuthis and she adopted Moses because of his physical beauty18.

•  As an infant Moses was given the Pharaoh’s crown, but he trampled on it19.

•  The sacred scribe saw this, ‘made a violent attempt to kill him (Moses)’ and warned the king that Moses would one day trample on his government20.

•  Apart from Moses there was no other royal heir to the throne21.

•  Moses led a successful military campaign into Ethiopia (Nubia) and was seen by the Israelites as their future general22.

•  Moses had to flee Egypt because the Egyptians suspected him of seditious activity and advised the king that he should be slain. In addition, the king was envious of his success and feared that Moses would rise against him. At the instigation of the sacred scribes he prepared to have Moses killed23.

•  Moses learned of the plans to kill him and fled from Egypt to Midian24.

•  Following the series of plagues brought upon them, culminating in the death of the firstborn, the Egyptians ‘honoured the Hebrews with gifts’ before their departure25.

•  The Israelites encamped at Baal Zephon on the Red Sea26.

•  The multitude that departed could not be numbered, but those fit for war (the men) totalled 600,00027.

•  The Egyptian army entrapped the Israelites, upon which Moses parted the sea so that the Israelites could pass through it on dry ground28.

•  The entire Egyptian army was drowned when they attempted to follow the Israelites through the sea. The drowning of the army was accompanied by storms of wind, showers of rain, dreadful thunder and lightning, flashes of fire and darkness29.

•  The weapons of the drowned Egyptian army were washed up to the camp of the Israelites by the sea current, with which the Israelites then armed themselves30.



One would expect that such a significant event in Egyptian history would have been recorded by the Egyptians themselves as well as by historians from other nations. For reasons to be discussed there are practically no extant Egyptian records to confirm the Exodus story. What we have comes largely from Josephus, who repeated accounts by other historians verbatim for the purpose of refuting their ‘false’ interpretations. Scraps of information also survive in the records of various other ancient historians including Diodorus, Artapanus and Africanus. Key points from these records are listed below.

2.3 Rabbinic accounts outside the Torah

Despite the huge loss of Jewish documents during centuries of persecution31, numerous traditions about the Exodus survived. The most well-known of these are the five books of the Torah, which also form the first five books of the Old Testament in the Bible. Some rabbinic traditions recorded outside the Bible are summarised in The Jewish Encyclopedia32, from which the following key points are listed:


•  The name of the daughter of the Pharaoh who adopted Moses was Bithia. She was afflicted by leprosy, which the baby Moses cured.

•  When Moses was three years old, he took the king’s crown and placed it on his head, upon which a soothsayer predicted that Moses would destroy the kingdom of the Pharaoh and liberate the Israelites. One of the king’s counsellors advised him to kill Moses.

•  Moses’ tongue was burned, causing him to stutter.

•  Moses did not ‘murder’ an Egyptian, as he deserved death for forcing an Israelite woman to commit adultery with him.

•  Moses was between 18 and 40 years of age when he fled from Egypt to Ethiopia.

•  In Ethiopia Moses joined the Ethiopian army, was made its general and was later crowned as King of Ethiopia. He ruled Ethiopia for 40 years.

•  From Ethiopia Moses, laden with treasure, went to Midian.

•  Other versions say that Moses fled Egypt at the age of 20 and stayed in Midian for 60 years, or that Moses was in the house of Pharaoh for 40 years, fled to Midian and stayed there for another 40 years.

•  Moses was initially taken prisoner upon his arrival in Midian by Jethro, the priest of Midian. Jethro’s daughter Zipporah kept Moses alive during his imprisonment of 10 years.

•  Moses’ marvellous rod had been in Pharaoh’s possession. Moses was the only one of Zipporah’s suitors who was able to pull this rod from the ground, in which it had been planted by Jethro, and she became his wife.

•  Moses was nearly killed on the way to Egypt, but was saved by the intervention of Zipporah.

•  God caused a flaming bush to appear and spoke to Moses through the voice of his father.

•  In the night of the final plague, all firstborn, male and female, were killed. According to the Legends of the Jews the Egyptians were forewarned about the impending death of their firstborn and tried to hide their children, to no avail.

•  During the Exodus the Israelites thought only of taking the gold and silver of the Egyptians.

•  Joseph’s coffin was among the royal tombs of the Egyptians.

•  When the Israelites saw the Egyptian army vanquished, they wanted to return to Egypt to set up their own kingdom in that country.

•  The Israelites made a golden calf to worship, initially with the blessing of Moses:


For love of the Israelites he [Moses] went so far as to count himself among the sinners, saying to God: ‘This calf might be an assistant [to] God and help in ruling the world.’



•  Moses officiated as high priest and king of the Israelites.

•  Moses was very wealthy, having obtained his riches from the Ethiopians and the booty taken from the Egyptians.

•  Moses repeatedly but in vain begged for his life to be spared, then begged the Israelites for forgiveness for injuries he might have done them, and died shortly afterwards.

•  Joshua, who addressed the Israelites in a language Moses could not understand, became Moses’ successor.



2.4 Accounts in the Koran

The Koranic version of the Exodus more or less follows that of Exodus, with a few crucial additions33,34,35. The most significant points are:


•  Joseph was given power over the land of Egypt36.

•  The ‘chiefs of Pharaoh’s people’ warned him that Moses would cause disruption in the land and abandon him and the gods of Egypt37.

•  The first plague sent to Egypt was a flood38.

•  The plagues included a violent tornado with showers of stones, a mighty blast, earthquakes and the flood39.

•  During the plagues the great works and buildings of the Egyptians were levelled to the ground40.

•  Moses saw a fire and went to it for guidance41 (the burning bush in the Bible).

•  The main opponents of Moses were the Pharaoh and Haman, as well as a particularly wealthy individual known as Qarun (Korah), who was ‘of the people of Moses’42.

•  The wife of the Pharaoh was called Asiyah (or Asia) and she feared her husband. He had her tortured and killed her because ‘she believed in Moses’43. 







3
The Exodus in the words of the historians

Josephus in particular attempted to refute the historical accounts of Manetho, Cheremon, Lysimachus and Apion in his text popularly known as Against Apion1. Key points from their accounts follow.

3.1 Manetho

Manetho was an Egyptian historian and priest who lived ca. third century BCE2. His Aegyptiaca (History of Egypt) has been preserved mainly in excerpts and quotations from it by later historians, in this case Josephus. Specific references to the writings of Manetho are given in the following list:


•  Men from the east invaded Egypt encountering little resistance and subsequently plundered and ravaged Egypt. They founded and settled in a city called Avaris3.

•  The invading nation was known as the Hyksos or alternatively the shepherd kings or captive shepherds. They ‘kept possession of Egypt for 511 years’ and they were, as acknowledged by Josephus, the ancestors of the Israelites4.

•  An Egyptian king called Alisphragmuthosis drove the shepherds from all parts of Egypt except their city Avaris. His son Thummosis (Tethmosis, Tefilmosis) attempted to force them from Avaris, but eventually had to allow its 240,000 inhabitants to retreat from Egypt to Syria5.

•  The shepherds went out of Egypt to Judea, where they founded Jerusalem6.

•  The Israelites were affected by the plagues of Egypt as much as the Egyptians7.

•  A king called Amenophis (Amenhotep) was advised by his oracle also named Amenophis, who was the son of Papis, that he would ‘see the gods’ if he were to clear the country of the lepers and other impure people. He drove 80,000 of them into the quarries, which resulted in a revolt8.

•  Moses, called Osarsiph by Manetho, was a priest born in Heliopolis. He became leader of a rebellion against king Amenophis and later sent ambassadors to the shepherds in Jerusalem, explaining the situation in Egypt and asking for their assistance in his war against Egypt. He also promised that he would first of all bring them back to their ancient city and country Avaris9. Moses had already engaged Amenophis in battle when he sent the invitation to the shepherds in Jerusalem10.

•  The shepherds were delighted at this news and 200,000 men from Jerusalem came to Avaris, already fortified by Osarsiph. Amenophis gathered his army but ‘did not join them in battle’ and instead fled with his army and a multitude of Egyptians into Ethiopia. There they remained for a ‘fatally determined 13 years’11.

•  Under the leadership of Moses, the people of Jerusalem who had invaded Egypt, along with the ‘polluted’ Egyptians, set cities and villages on fire, destroyed the images of the gods, abused the priests of Egypt and ‘got possession of all of Egypt’12. Manetho, however, accuses the Egyptians themselves, under guidance of their own priests, of being guiltiest of these atrocities13.

•  Thirteen years later Amenophis returned from Ethiopia with a great army and along with his son Rhampses, who had his own army totalling 300,000 men, engaged in battle with the shepherds and polluted people, beat them, killed a great many of them and pursued them to the bounds of Syria14.

•  Amenophis ruled for 19 years. He was succeeded by Sethosis (also called Sethos and Aegyptus) and his brother Ramesses. Sethosis, who ruled for 59 years, left his brother Armais (also called Hermeus, Danaus, and by inference from the previous statement Ramesses) in charge of Egypt during his absence. Rhampses, the son of Sethos, ruled for 66 years15 (a detailed discussion of Manetho’s king list is presented in Chapter 11).

•  Sethosis killed Ramesses and appointed his brother Armais to be his deputy over Egypt, with instructions not to wear the crown and not to use violence against the queen. While on campaign outside Egypt, Armais did all of that, upon which priests informed Sethosis. He returned and recovered his kingdom16. Sethosis cast Hermeus (Armais) out of Egypt, and his son Rhampses reigned for 66 years after him17.

•  Amenophis’ son was called both Sethos and Ramesses18, who as a young man had assisted his father in war and fled with him into Ethiopia19.



3.2 Cheremon

Cheremon (also spelled Chaeremon) of Alexandria (first century CE)20 wrote a History of Egypt, which has been lost but fragments of which were preserved by historians including Josephus. Josephus records the following regarding Cheremon’s account:


•  Like Manetho, Cheremon named the king in question as Amenophis, and his son Ramesses21.

•  A sacred scribe called Phritiphantes advised Amenophis to ‘purge Egypt of the men that had pollutions upon them’. Amenophis then expelled 250,000 men who had pollutions upon them from Egypt22.

•  Moses and Joseph were scribes who made a league of friendship with 380,000 men left by Amenophis at Pelusium, and instigated a revolt against Amenophis23.

•  The polluted people had initially left Egypt but later returned, joining up with the 380,000 men to face Amenophis’ army. Amenophis fled to Ethiopia24.

•  Amenophis could not sustain their attack and fled to Ethiopia, leaving his pregnant wife behind. She gave birth in a cave to a second son called Messene, who when grown up pursued the Jews into Syria with 200,000 men. He then welcomed his father Amenophis out of Ethiopia25.

•  Moses and Joseph were driven away at the same time26.

•  A total of 430,000 men either perished or joined Ramesses27.



3.3 Lysimachus

Lysimachus was a first century BCE anti-Jewish writer (see Hata28 for an extensive list of ancient historians who alluded to the Jews in their writings). From his version as recorded by Josephus:


•  The people of the Jews were leprous and scabby in the days of Bocchoris, king of Egypt29.

•  Bocchoris was advised by an oracle named Hammon to purge his temples of impure and impious men by expelling them into the desert, but to drown the scabby and leprous people by wrapping them in sheets of lead and casting them into the sea30.

•  The leprous people who survived came together and were addressed by Moses, upon whose advice they plundered and burned the temples of other men (the Egyptians). They reached Judea, where they built a city called Hierosyla, meaning ‘“Robbers of temples’31.



3.4 Apion

Apion was a Greco-Egyptian writer who flourished in the first half of the first century CE (died ca. 48 CE)32, but few of his works survived. From Josephus’ quotations we learn that:


•  Moses was of Heliopolis. He used to ‘follow the customs of his forefathers’ and he ‘offered his prayers in the open air, towards the city walls’, but he ‘reduced them all to be directed towards sun-rising’33.

•  Moses brought the leprous people, the blind and the lame out of Egypt34.



Josephus’ counterparts were not the only historians to tell more or less the same story.

3.5 Africanus

Sextus Julius Africanus was a Christian historian who lived round about 170 to 240 CE35. His works were written in Greek, but he knew Hebrew and it is possible that this was his first language36. The following key points are quoted verbatim from extant fragments of his Chronographiae37 (the translator’s remark in brackets):


•  Polemon, for example, states …At the time of Apis, the son of Phoroneus, king of Argos, a portion of the Egyptian army was expelled from Egypt; they settled the part of Syria called Canaan, not far from Arabia (these clearly went with Moses).

•  And Apion …states in his book Adversus Judaheos …when Amosis was king of the Egyptians, the Jews revolted, under leadership of Moses.

•  Herodotus has also made mention both of this revolt and of Amosis in his second book and in a certain way of the Jews themselves, numbering them among those who practice circumcision and calling them Assyrians in Canaan.

•  Ptolemy of Mendes, who recorded the history of the Egyptians from the beginning, agrees with them all [the histo- rians listed above].



3.6 Artapanus

Artapanus of Alexandria was a historian of Jewish-Egyptian origin who lived sometime between 250 and 100 BCE38. Although his Concerning the Jews has been lost, excerpts have been preserved in quotations from, among others, Eusebius in his Praeparatio Evangelica (Preparation for the Gospel)39. Some key points follow:


•   The Jews were called Ermiuth, meaning Judeans in the Greek language.

•  Abraham came to Egypt under a pharaoh called Pharethothes, but returned to Syria after 20 years. Many of those who came with him remained in Egypt because of the prosperity of the country.

•  Joseph, the administrator and master of the whole country of Egypt, married Asenath, a daughter of the priest of Heliopolis.

•  The pharaoh who mistreated the Jews was called Palmanothes.

•  His daughter Merris was betrothed to a pharaoh called Chenephres. The barren Merris adopted Moses as her own son.

•  Chenephres made Moses commander of an Egyptian force which was to invade Ethiopia.

•  Moses sent generals to occupy Ethiopia. The battle lasted 10 years, during which the Ethiopians became enamoured with Moses.

•  Moses proposed the use of oxen for ploughing in Egypt, upon which Chenephres gave the name Apis to the bull and commanded a temple to be erected in honour of the bull, and where those bulls consecrated by Moses could be buried.

•  Chenephres instructed a person by the name of Chanethothes to kill Moses, but Moses killed Chanethothes and managed to escape to Arabia.

•  Moses married the daughter of Raguel, the ruler of Arabia, who wanted to restore Moses to the Egyptian throne. Raguel ordered Moses to plunder Egypt.

•  Chenephres died and a divine voice instructed Moses ‘to march against Egypt, rescue the Jews and lead them into their old country’. Moses ‘took courage and determined to lead a hostile force against the Egyptians’.

•  When Moses confronted the king, he was arrested and locked away in prison. A divine power opened the doors of the prison at night, allowing Moses to escape.

•  Moses performed miraculous signs for the king (the biblical plagues), including causing the Nile to flood and ‘deluge’ the whole of Egypt. A reluctant king eventually agreed to let them go. The Jews took with them many drinking vessels, clothing and much other treasure.

•  The Egyptian army was destroyed by fire and walls of water collapsing onto them.



3.7 Herodotus

Herodotus was an ancient Greek historian who lived ca. 484 to 425 BCE and was the first author to produce a narrative history of the ancient world40. He made no direct reference to the Exodus, only to King Sesostris, some of whose exploits will be shown to match the circumstances of the Exodus41 as listed below.


•  Sesostris, the legendary Egyptian conqueror, had left his brother in charge of Egypt during one of his campaigns. Upon his return his brother ‘invited him and his sons to a banquet and then piled wood around the house and set it on fire’. Following consultation with his wife, Sesostris laid down two of his six sons to make a bridge over which all the others could escape.

•  Sesostris was the only Egyptian king to rule Ethiopia.

•  In commemoration of his name, Sesostris erected in front of the temple of Hephaestus two 50 feet high stone statues of himself and his wife, as well as statues of his four sons.

•  Sesostris was succeeded by his son Pheros, a king who waged no wars.

•  Pheros became blind when a flood of the Nile, 27 feet (or 18 cubits, just over 8 m) high, occurred and he hurled his spear into the onrushing river. An oracle from Buto advised him that he would be healed by washing his eyes with the urine of a woman who had never been unfaithful to her husband. He eventually found that woman and had all the others burnt in a town called Red Clay.

•  Pheros was succeeded by a man whose name in Greek was Proteus, who had a ‘well-appointed temple precinct at Memphis, south of the temple of Hephaestus’.

•  Alexandrus carried off Helen of Troy from Sparta and was forced to Egypt by a violent storm.

•  Proteus took Helen from Alexandrus and spared his life only because he had taken an oath not to kill strangers driven to his coast.

•  After the rape of Helen, a Greek army descended upon Troy and was informed that Helen and the wealth stolen by Alexandrus were not there, but in Egypt with Proteus.

•  Menelaus went to Egypt, got Helen back and sacrificed two Egyptian children because of adverse weather that prevented him from leaving.

•  Menelaus fled with his ships to Libya, a hated and hunted man. From there he departed to an unknown destination.



3.8 Diodorus

Diodorus Siculus was a Greek historian who lived in the first century BCE42. From his universal history Bibliotheca Historica in 40 books only Books 1 to 5 and 11 to 20 survive. He also recorded a slave revolt matching the one described by Manetho, but placed it in the time of Sesoösis43, an alternative spelling of Sesostris. From Diodorus we learn the following:


•  Sesoösis brought labourers from Babylonia, who under his severe rule revolted against the king.

•  These slaves ‘seized a strong position on the banks of the river’, made war against Egypt and ravaged the neighbouring territory.

•  On being granted an amnesty, they established a colony on the spot, which they also named Babylon after their native land.

•  A city called Troy once existed on the banks of the Nile.

•  Sesoösis’ son conducted no major military campaigns.

•  This son lost his sight reportedly because he had hurled his spear into the rushing current of the river.

•  Having attempted to propitiate a deity for 10 years with no success, an oracle predicted that he would regain his eyesight if he could bathe his face in the urine of a woman who had never been unfaithful to her husband. He burned to death all those women who failed to restore his eyesight in this manner.

•  Once he had been healed, he erected two monolithic obelisks, 8 cubits wide and 100 cubits high.



3.9 Justin

Justin (Marcus Junianus Justinus) was a Latin historian who is believed to have lived in the third century CE44. In his Epitoma Historiarum Philippcarum45 he states (my note in brackets):


•  The Jews originated from Syria.

•  Moses was the son of Joseph.

•  ‘The Egyptians, being troubled with scabies and leprosy and moved by some oracular prediction, expelled him [Moses], with those who had the disease, out of Egypt.’

•  Moses became the leader of those affected by the disease and ‘carried off by stealth the sacred utensils of the Egyptians, who, endeavouring to recover them by force of arms, were obliged by tempests to return home.’



3.10 Tacitus

Publius Cornelius Tacitus, born ca. 56 CE, was a senator and historian of the Roman Empire who concentrated on Roman affairs in his Histories and his Annals46, but made a brief reference to the Jewish people and their origins47,48 :


•  The Jews were refugees from the island of Crete who settled in the remotest parts of Libya.

•  There was an ancient belief that the Jews had flourished under Isis in Egypt, but that the Egyptians eventually managed to drive them into adjacent countries (Maier’s version of Tacitus’ account). The standard translation reads ‘that in the reign of Isis the surplus population of Egypt was evacuated to neigh- bouring lands under the leadership of Hierosolymus and Juda’.

•  Some reported the Jews to have been of Ethiopian origin, while others considered them to be Assyrians refugees who, lacking their own land, settled in Egypt.

•  Many authors known to Tacitus agreed that under King Bocchoris an infectious disease had broken out in Egypt and, to rid him of this evil, he was advised by the oracle of Hammon (Jupiter) to purge Egypt of the infected people.

•  The Jews were banished to a desert, where one of the exiles, Moses, advised them not to look for any assistance from either mankind or gods, and so became their ‘celestial leader’.



3.11 Strabo

Strabo, a Greek historian (63 BCE to 23 CE)49, records the following information about Sesostris50 :


•  Sesostris advanced as far as Europe.

•  He crossed into Arabia, from where he invaded the whole of Asia.

•  Sesostris invaded (‘traversed’) the whole of Ethiopia.

•  He began the construction of a canal that flowed through the Bitter Lakes and ended in the Red Sea and Gulf of Arabia. This canal was constructed before the Trojan War.

•  Babylon was a place near Memphis.



3.12 Other writers

Several ancient historians made reference to an Egyptian king Busiris, who sacrificed strangers who entered his country. Key points from some of these accounts are:


•  Apollodorus wrote that Busiris was a brother of Proteus and one of the 50 sons of Egyptus (Aegyptus), son of Belus. When Egypt experienced a drought (scarcity) lasting for nine years, Phrasius, a seer from Cyprus, advised Busiris that it would come to an end if he should sacrifice a stranger every year. Busiris obliged, beginning with the sacrifice of Phrasius himself. Hercules was about to be sacrificed in this manner, but broke his bonds and killed Busiris and his son Amphidamas51.

•  Isocrates in his Busiris castigates Polycrates for his Defence of Busiris, in which Polycrates asserts that Busiris forced the Nile to ‘break into branches and surround the land’ and sacrificed and ate strangers who visited his country52.

•  St Augustine specifically places Busiris in the period from Israel’s Exodus from Egypt to the death of Joshua the son of Nun53. 







4
Interpretation of various accounts of the Exodus

Combining the accounts of the Exodus presented in Chapter 3, the following version of the Exodus can be derived.

4.1 Reading between the lines

The Hebrews or Israelites who had settled in Egypt were known to the Egyptians as the Hyksos and had been present in Egypt for hundreds of years. The Hyksos were Asiatic foreigners who invaded Lower Egypt ca. 1700 BCE. The Hyksos eventually ruled Lower as well as Middle Egypt, but in a series of battles they were driven from all parts of Egypt except the city of Avaris. After a long and protracted battle Avaris finally fell. Whether the entrapped Hyksos were allowed to leave Egypt without harassment by the Egyptian army as claimed by Manetho, or whether they simply managed to escape cannot be known for sure. There can be little doubt, however, that a huge portion of the Hyksos population would have been captured in other parts of Egypt and would have remained there as slaves.

When a natural disaster caused the outbreak of a deadly plague in Egypt during the reign of a pharaoh called Amenhotep, the king was advised by his sacred scribe to purge the country of all infected slaves and Egyptians. This led to a revolt instigated by a priest from Heliopolis, who would become known as Moses among the Israelites. Moses, supposedly born from Hebrew parents, was in fact the heir to Amenhotep’s throne and had earlier accompanied his father on a military campaign into Ethiopia. He was informed of a plot instigated by Amenhotep’s sacred scribe to have him killed, and fled to Midian. He later returned to Egypt to incite a rebellion against Amenhotep. Moses commanded his own army of infected slaves and Egyptians and ordered them to fortify Avaris in preparation for war with Amenhotep. He also sent a request for assistance to the Hyksos who managed to escape from Avaris to Jerusalem 200 years earlier. He promised to lead them to victory against Amenhotep and his army, and return them to their ancient city Avaris.

Those in Jerusalem reacted swiftly and joined Moses’ army of slaves and Egyptians. Faced by these foreigners and an army of slaves and Egyptians led by his son, Amenhotep retreated into Nubia with his entire army and the majority of Egyptians who had not yet been affected by the plague. The foreigners together with Moses’ army plundered and wreaked havoc in Egypt for nearly 13 years, after which Amenhotep and his army returned to Egypt. The Hyksos of Jerusalem returned to Canaan and those under the leadership of Moses also left Egypt, initially for Sinai. Although most of the ancient historians interpreted the latter action as Moses (the king’s son) having joined Amenhotep’s army to pursue the Hyksos to the borders of Syria, this was not the case. Moses and his army merely left Egypt at the same time as or soon after the Hyksos of Jerusalem returned to Canaan.

In this brief summary of the Exodus events one must also consider the most controversial aspect of the Exodus, the miracles performed by Moses. The biblical account of the plagues unleashed upon the Egyptians by Moses and the hardening of the heart of the Pharaoh must be understood to be legend most likely based on actual events. Against this backdrop, a natural explanation must be found for the plagues supposedly brought upon the Egyptians by Moses. It will be argued in Chapter 15 that the biblical plagues of Egypt, excluding the tenth, can be directly linked to an eruption of the Thera volcano.

Of the 10 plagues, the most significant was the death of the firstborn of Egypt. Despite conflicting reports, it is clear that the firstborn males, females and animals were killed. In biblical history, the defining moment in Moses’ life was when he supposedly came face to face with the Hebrew God, who appeared to him in the fire of a burning bush. This burning bush will be shown to represent the fires lit to burn the firstborn of Egypt, the ultimate sacrifice any nation could make to appease the gods. As the firstborn of Amenhotep, Moses would have been the first to be sacrificed by burning. He was, however, almost literally snatched from the fire and it was this near-death experience that forever changed his concept of God and his relationship with the Israelites.

Herodotus’ narrative about the Egyptian King Sesostris and his brother who ruled Egypt in his absence (Section 3.7), repeated in part by Diodorus (Section 3.8), cannot be linked directly to the Exodus. Manetho, however, makes this Sesostris a Nineteenth Dynasty king of Egypt, which will be shown to be an error (Chapter 6). Diodorus mentions a slave revolt against Sesostris (here called Sesoösis), which resulted in a war with the Egyptians and the ravaging of the neighbouring territories. This slave revolt links Sesostris to Manetho’s slave revolt against Amenhotep. The brother in question could only have been Ay, argued by some scholars to have been a brother-in-law of Amenhotep III1.

Sesostris was also known as Aegyptus (Section 3.1), to whom Busiris (Section 3.12), the legendary tyrant of Egypt, can be linked. Busiris was infamous for having sacrificed all strangers who visited Egypt as will be discussed. Busiris can be linked to the Exodus and therefore to Amenhotep.

It is important to note that Manetho recorded two exoduses of the Hebrews from Egypt2, the first when Avaris was besieged and its inhabitants managed to escape to Canaan, where they founded Jerusalem, and the second when Moses and his nation of Hebrews and Egyptians left Egypt for the Sinai desert. It will be shown that various elements of these two distinct events were combined into the single biblical Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt.

4.2 What evidence to seek

Given the various accounts of the Exodus as recorded by ancient historians, one now has to look for evidence that might support their claims. There are a number of very specific aspects of the Exodus narratives that have to be investigated in search of corroborating evidence. These are listed below, with no particular reference to relative importance or timeline.

Can a foreign people living in Egypt for hundreds of years be identified?
A key aspect of the Jewish accounts of the Exodus is their claim that the Hebrews had been present in Egypt for hundreds of years. If a corresponding period in Egyptian history can be identified, the Hebrews as a nation may thereby be identified as well. Manetho unequivocally identifies the Hebrews as the Hyksos who occupied Egypt for an extended period of time. Can these claims be supported?

In Egyptian history, was there ever an equivalent of the biblical Joseph?
Joseph is closely associated with the time frame of the Exodus. If a matching official of the Egyptian royal court can be identified, the time frame of the Exodus can be determined, not to mention the accuracy of the Hebrew accounts of their early history.

Can the name of the pharaoh and his sacred scribe be identified?
Only one source, Manetho, gives the name of the Pharaoh of the Exodus in a form we can recognise. That name is Amenophis (Amenhotep), and although there were a number of Amenhoteps who ruled Egypt, this particular Amenhotep had a sacred scribe by the same name. The only Egyptian king who matches this description is Amenhotep III, who had a famous scribe called Amenhotep, the son of Hapu. Several other names of both the king and his scribe are listed by other historians. Can these be linked to Amenhotep III?

Was there ever an heir to the Egyptian throne who mysteriously disap-peared? 
From sources outside the Torah it is clear that Moses was far more than simply the adopted son of the Pharaoh. He was, in fact, the heir to the Egyptian throne. If there is any truth in this aspect of the Exodus story, it should be possible to identify a specific individual at a time of great upheaval in Egypt. Can such an individual be identified?

Is there a pharaoh who twice invaded Ethiopia?
 According to Josephus and rabbinic records, Moses was the commanding officer of an Egyptian force that invaded Ethiopia. It was only after this invasion that Moses had to flee Egypt. Manetho records that Amenhotep was confronted by Moses, his army and a foreign army from Jerusalem, and subsequently retreated into Ethiopia with his entire army. Can evidence of such a retreat into Ethiopia be found?

Was there ever such a period of extreme chaos and upheaval in Egypt? 
The biblical plagues of Egypt describe a period of extreme chaos and upheaval in Egypt. Whoever may be identified as the biblical Moses and Pharaoh of the Exodus must have lived in a period characterised by chaos. Can such a period be identified?

Do any Egyptian records of the Exodus or aspects of it exist? 
Apart from the annals of later historians like Manetho, one would expect there to be ample Egyptian records of the Exodus dating to that specific period, or shortly afterwards, in the form of hieroglyphic inscriptions on either papyrus or stone. If these are not to be found, there should at the very least be an acceptable explanation as to why such records may have been destroyed.

Are there any foreign records of the Exodus or aspects of it to be found?
 Egypt was a major power, if not the main power, in the ancient Near East for hundreds of years. It is almost inconceivable that other nations would not have recorded the catastrophic events that befell the leading nation of that era. Can any such references be found?

Did Egypt ever suffer a plague that may be linked to the biblical plague of boils and blisters?
From Manetho’s records it is evident that the problem Amenhotep faced was that of the so-called ‘polluted’ people, matching the biblical description of the Egyptians who had been struck with boils and blisters on their skin. It was in order to rid Egypt of this disease that Amenhotep attempted to expel the infected slaves and Egyptians from his country. Can such period in Egyptian history be identified?

Is there any archaeological evidence to be found supporting any aspect of the Exodus?
Archaeological evidence in support of the Exodus would mainly be focused on natural disasters that may have struck Egypt. In particular, this treatise argues along with others (see Chapter 15) that the plagues of Egypt had been caused by an eruption of Thera’s volcano. The archaeological evidence of the Thera eruption would at least have to match the time frame of the Exodus. Ideally, one would hope to find archaeological evidence in Egypt of the after-effects of this volcanic eruption.

Is there any evidence to be found of a mass influx of people into Canaan?
If the Exodus ever occurred, there should not only be evidence of Joshua’s conquests, but also of a mass settlement of people in Canaan.

In the chapters that follow an attempt will be made to answer the above questions and present sufficient circumstantial and other evidence to confirm that the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt was a historical event that can be linked to recorded Egyptian history. Chapters 5 to 15 deal with evidence from the narratives of the Exodus, while Chapters 16 to 19 focus on the eruption of Thera, the plagues of Egypt and archaeological evidence pertaining to various eruptions of Thera.





5
From the arrival of the Israelites in Egypt to Joseph

Of all the historical accounts of the Exodus, Manetho’s is probably the most trustworthy. He was a third century BCE Egyptian priest who, without a doubt, had access to records not available to all and sundry. This would have included the texts in the library of Alexandria, probably the greatest library of the ancient world. This library flourished from the third century BCE to its successive destruction first by the Romans during their conquest of Egypt in 47 BCE, then during the sacking of the city by Caracalla in the third century, followed by mobs incited by Theodosius in 391 CE and finally during the Arab conquest of 641 CE1.The historical accounts which survived in Hebrew tradition would have been slanted to favour the Hebrews, as suggested by the introduction of the miracles of Moses. Other accounts may be regarded as second-hand and therefore potentially as less accurate.

5.1 The Hyksos and the Hebrew sojourn in Egypt

According to Hebrew tradition, their nation originated from the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Abraham came from the city of Ur in Chaldea, located in ancient Sumer2. Jacob was renamed Israel by God and had 12 sons who became the heads of the 12 tribes of Israel. One of these sons was Joseph, to whom he had given a coat of many colours3. Joseph was the envy of his brothers and they conspired to sell him as a slave to the Egyptians. There Joseph ultimately rose to such prominence that he became the administrator of Egypt. Joseph brought his entire family to Egypt during a drought and there they grew in number until they became a concern to the Pharaoh, who subjected them into slavery. Jewish tradition holds that the Israelites had spent altogether between 4004 and 4305 years in Egypt before the Exodus occurred. Manetho claims that the Hyksos (the Hebrews) had held possession of Egypt for 511 years6. According to various rabbinic sources either the total duration of the Hebrew sojourn in Egypt, or only their period of bondage, was 210 years7,8,9,10. Two specific references read:


From the day when our forefathers came down to Egypt until the day when Moses was born, a period of a hundred and thirty years elapsed, Israel having spent in Egypt two hundred and ten years.11,

Why was our Father Abraham punished and his children doomed to Egyptian servitude for two hundred and ten years?12



However, most of the rabbinic sources seem to imply that it was the period of bondage that was 210 years. Therefore the 430 years of Exodus implies that the Israelites had been present in Egypt more than 200 years before the beginning of the period of bondage.

Although it is possible that the Hebrews had been present in Egypt for that long merely as a minority group of traders, this is unlikely as Manetho makes it clear that they had in fact dominated Egypt for at least a couple of centuries. Josephus also claims that the Hebrews ‘had had dominion over Egypt’ before they departed from that country13. There are only two periods in early Egyptian history during which foreigners dominated Egypt, the periods appropri- ately having being named the First and Second Intermediate Periods. The First Intermediate Period spanned about 125 years, generally assumed to be ca. 2181-2055 BCE, while the Second Intermediate Period lasted roughly 100 years, from 1650-1550 BCE, the period of the Hyksos domination of Egypt14. Later periods of foreign occupation in Egypt are too late in history for any of these periods to be associated with the Israelite Exodus.

Both the First and Second Intermediate Periods are too short to match the Hebrew duration of 430 years, not to mention Manetho’s 511 years of rule. However, following Manetho’s claim that the Hebrews and the Hyksos invaders were one and the same people (strictly speaking it was Josephus who associated the Hyksos with the Hebrews, perhaps assuming that was what Manetho had implied), there is ample evidence to be found suggesting that the Hyksos had been present in Egypt long before they managed to overpower and take possession of Lower Egypt. In other words, the Hyksos had systematically been expanding their influence in Egypt long before they initiated the Second Intermediate Period by formally taking control of Lower Egypt.

Some scholars date the beginning of the Second Intermediate Period back in time to about 1720 BCE15 or even further. A text dating to Sobekhotep III (around 1745 BCE) contains a list of Hyksos servants in the king’s household, indicating their presence in Egypt16. There is in fact evidence of Canaanite settlements at Avaris from as early as 1800 BCE17. It is possible that the entry of Hyksos into Egypt was at first slow and limited to workers seeking employment there or traders selling goods. A wall painting found in the tomb of the vizier Khnumhotep under Senusret II (ca. 1880-1874 BCE) in Beni Hasan shows Semitic traders entering Egypt to sell eye paint18 (see Figure 5.1). The most striking aspect of this wall painting is the multi-coloured robes worn by the traders, matching the description of Joseph’s multi-coloured coat. The biblical story about Joseph’s coat is therefore more than likely based on a vague memory that Joseph came from the people who wore such coats.

[image: ]

Figure 5.1 Wall painting in the tomb of Khnumhotep in Beni Hasan, showing a group of Semitic traders entering Egypt wearing multi- coloured robes ca. 1880-1874 BCE19 (photo credit 5.1)

Assuming them to be the Semitic traders depicted in the Ben Hasan wall painting, the first influx of Hyksos traders into Egypt seems to have occurred around 1880 BCE, if not earlier. In this treatise I postulate that Ahmose not only expelled the Hyksos from Egypt, but also enslaved of a large part of their population during his initial advance to their capital. This would have occurred sometime during his reign (1550-1525 BCE20 ), and the year 1540 BCE will be assumed for argument’s sake. If the mass settling of the Hyksos traders began around 1750 BCE, their time in Egypt as free men becomes 210 years. Following Manetho, their exodus from Egypt took place possibly within the reign of Amenhotep III (1390- 1352 BCE), but more likely during the reign of his successor, his son Akhenaten (1352-1336 BCE). Assuming that they left Egypt ca. 1340 BCE, the duration of their enslavement would then be 200 years (closely matching the 210 years of the rabbinic sources) and the total length of their sojourn in Egypt becomes 410 years. This duration is close to the biblical duration of 430 years.

The exact duration of the Hebrew sojourn in Egypt depends very much on the date that the ancient historians assigned to the arrival of the Hyksos in Egypt. If this was assumed to be around 1880 BCE, and with the Exodus dated to 1340 BCE, the Hyksos would have been in Egypt for 540 years, matching Manetho’s 511 years. He seems to have confused the duration of the rule of the Hyksos with their accumulated presence in Egypt, first as rulers and then as slaves.

Whichever duration is accepted, it is clear the Hebrews did not originate from the biblical patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and the question of the origin of the Hyksos must be answered instead. The antiquity of the Jewish people is discussed in Chapter 20.

Following the biblical narratives, the first Hebrew of note to appear in Egypt is Joseph, the son of Jacob21. Is it possible to identify an Egyptian official that would match the biblical Joseph?

5.2 Joseph, son of Jacob

Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers. He was eventually bought by Potiphar, a eunuch (modern translations seem to prefer ‘officer’) of the Pharaoh and captain of his soldiers. Joseph was an attractive young man and was soon noticed by the mistress of his house. She attempted to seduce him, but when he would not comply, she accused him of attempted rape. Having been thrown into prison, Joseph interpreted a dream of the Pharaoh that none of the Egyptian interpreters could. In this dream the Pharaoh was warned that seven years of abundance lay ahead, but that this would be followed by seven years of famine. The Pharaoh was so impressed with Joseph’s ability that he promoted Joseph to the highest civilian office in his empire. In Genesis we read (my comment in brackets):


So Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘I hereby put you in charge of the whole of the land of Egypt.’ The Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. He had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-command, and men shouted before him, ‘Make way!’ Thus he put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt. Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘I am Pharaoh, but without your word no one will lift hand or foot in all Egypt.’22



Joseph told his brothers:


He [God] made me father to the Pharaoh, lord of his entire household, and ruler of all Egypt.23



Genesis also tells us that Pharaoh gave Asenath, the daughter of Potiphar, to Joseph as his wife, and renamed Joseph Zaph(e)nath- Paaneah24. Under Joseph’s supervision Egypt began stowing provi- sions for the famine that was to come. By the time the seven years of scarcity arose and ‘famine prevailed in the whole world’, an abundance of grain had been stored in every city in Egypt. The famine eventually drove Jacob’s sons to Egypt, where they were welcomed by Joseph and the Pharaoh, who confirmed to Joseph’s brothers that ‘the best of the land of Egypt’25 (also translated ‘all the riches of Egypt’26 ) would be theirs. Joseph sent his father 10 donkeys loaded with the best things of Egypt27, and requested his brothers to bring his father to him. Jacob and his entire family, who were all shepherds by occupation, then entered Egypt. Joseph instructed them to tell the Pharaoh their occupation as this would allow them to settle in a specific part of Egypt as ‘all shepherds are detestable to the Egyptians’28. Joseph ‘bought all the land in Egypt for Pharaoh. The Egyptians, one and all, sold their fields, because the famine was too severe for them.’29 The land he bought, however, excluded the land belonging to the priests because they received support from the Pharaoh. When Joseph died at the age of 110 years, his body was embalmed and laid in a coffin in Egypt30. After Joseph’s death a pharaoh arose who did not know about Joseph, and began oppressing the Hebrews as they had grown too numerous31.

From the discussion above and the biblical texts regarding Joseph, the following points are important:


•  Potiphar was a eunuch in service of the king of Egypt.

•  Joseph had in one way or another become involved with the mistress of his house.

•  This event caused great upset in the royal house, but Joseph was excused and later appointed as the administrator of Egypt.

•  A severe famine and a time of scarcity lasting seven years had struck Egypt and its neighbouring countries, forcing his brothers to come to Egypt to buy food.

•  Joseph, made an extremely wealthy man by the Pharaoh, sent messengers (his brothers) to his father in Canaan, inviting him to come to Egypt, with a promise that all the great riches of Egypt would be theirs.

•  Joseph’s family members, who numbered 70 when they came to Egypt, were the progenitors of the Hebrew nation and were known as shepherds. They moved with all their possessions from Canaan to Egypt and settled in an area of Egypt called Gessen (Goshen), east of the Nile Delta32, that is, in Lower Egypt. They had to settle there because the Egyptians loathed all shepherds.

•  On his death Joseph’s body was embalmed and buried in a coffin in Egypt.



5.3 Yuya, the biblical Joseph

From the preceding description of Joseph, the Egyptologist Ahmed Osman concluded that there was indeed an Egyptian official of note that matched the biblical Joseph33. His name was Yuya, a powerful courtier who may have served under Tuthmosis IV, the father of Amenhotep III, and became the key adviser of Amehotep III. Yuya was married to a woman called Tuyu and their daughter Tiye became the Great Royal Wife of Amenhotep III. Osman bases his conclusion on the following similarities between Yuya and Joseph:


•  Yuya was an official who was put in charge of all of Egypt, as was Joseph.

•  Judging from his mummy (see Figure 5.2), Yuya appears to be of Semitic descent, and his name, of which many variants exist, likewise appears to be of foreign origin.

•  Yuya was mummified and buried in the Valley of Kings even though he was not of royal descent. Osman points out that although Moses supposedly took the ‘bones’ of Joseph with him and his departing Israelites, the scribe who edited the Exodus narrative had no idea what a mummy looked like. This suggests that the removal of the bones of Joseph was a later insertion by a scribe34.

•  The biblical Joseph is linked to the interpretation of a dream of his pharaoh. Tuthmosis IV is renowned for his Dream Stele, which narrates a dream Tuthmosis had while resting between the paws of the Sphinx. In this dream the Sphinx promised him the Egyptian throne should Tuthmosis clear away the sand from his body. Tuthmosis did so and subsequently became king of Egypt. Tuthmosis’ dream is therefore most probably the origin of the legend of Joseph interpreting the dream of a pharaoh, a highly unlikely actual event35.

•  Yuya was the only high ranking Egyptian official who was demonstrably honoured by the title ‘Father to the Pharaoh’36,37, a title also held by Joseph.

•  One of Yuya’s numerous titles was Bearer of the Ring of the King of Lower Egypt. Joseph received the ring of the Pharaoh.

•  Yuya had a gold necklace that had fallen inside his coffin and came to rest under his head when the thread was cut by robbers. Joseph received a chain of gold from his king.

•  Yuya also bore the titles Master of the Horse and Deputy Charioteer of His Majesty, while Joseph drove the second chariot of the Pharaoh. Incidentally, the Hyksos brought the horse and chariot to Egypt for use in war38, implying that Joseph lived sometime after the arrival of the Hyksos in Egypt.

•  Two other titles of Yuya, Overseer of the Cattle of Amun, and Overseer of the Cattle of Min, match the instruction given by Joseph’s Pharaoh that he should find able men to look after his cattle39.

•  Yuya most likely served two pharaohs, Tuthmosis IV and his son Amenhotep III. In the Talmud it is recorded that before that Pharaoh, who was the friend of Joseph, died, he commanded his son, who was to succeed him, to obey Joseph in all things and left instructions to that effect in writing40. Yuya is known to have been alive at least until the eleventh year of Amenhotep’s reign41.
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