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    As shown in this lithograph (ca. 1841), Boston had as much character centuries ago as it does today. The modern skyline may be somewhat different, but what never changes is the historical significance of this city. Courtesy of the Library of Congress.
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  FACTS AND FIGURES




  Caption: This historical PopOut map depicts a plan of the town of Boston with the intrenchments of His Majesty’s forces in 1775 from the observations of Lieut. Page of His Majesty’s Corps of Engineers, and from those of other gentlemen. Created/published circa 1777 in pen-and-ink and watercolor.




  

    	The Freedom Trail was created in 1951 by Bill Schofield. Amidst the events of this tumultuous year, Schofield decided the city needed an organized route linking its most precious landmarks. His vision was for an easy-to-follow trail that would make the city’s historic sites easily accessible to everyone.




    	Originally John Hancock’s 6.7 acre cow pasture, the magnificent State House was built in 1798 with a wooden dome. Paul revere then overlaid it with copper, and then with 24 karat goldleaf in 1874 until it was painted black during World War II to protect it from possible air-raids. Following that harrowing period, it was overlaid with goldleaf once more.




    	Have you ever wondered what that odd shape at the top of the State House is? It’s a pinecone carved from wood and gilded. The pinecone is symbolic of the importance of logging to the state in the 18th century.




    	While it may resemble a church, the Old South Meeting House is actually that—a meeting house. Built in 1729, its original function was as a Puritan meeting house, but during the events leading up to the revolution it hosted some of the most pivotal decisions in the nation’s history, such as signaling a group of disguised citizens to dump 342 crates of tea into Boston Harbor.




    	The Old State House was the staging point for the British Government prior to the American Revolution. After the Revolution, it was commonly referred to as the “Townhouse,” and its function was to be the state’s first capitol building.




    	Faneuil Hall was built in 1742 by a wealthy merchant named Peter Faneuil, then redesigned in 1805 by Charles Bulfinch.




    	The first floor of Faneuil Hall houses various shops, while the second floor contains a meeting hall, and the third floor is the headquarters for the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts.




    	The second floor meeting place located within Faneuil Hall hosted a multitude of pivotal events leading up to the Boston Tea Party, such as the protesting of the Stamp and Sugar Acts. This protest led to the coining of the famous doctrine, “no taxation without representation.”




    	Paul Revere’s house was built in 1680, and is Boston’s oldest building.




    	Christ Church, or the Old North Church, came into use in 1723, making it Boston’s oldest standing church. Its steeple, too, surpasses all others in the city as the tallest. Today, it functions as an active Episcopal church.


  




  FACTS AND FIGURES
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  MAP INDEX




  Points of Interest




  Anabaptists Meeting




  Burying Ground (now known as Central Burying Ground)




  Byles’s Meeting




  Christ Church (now known as Old North Church)




  Common (now known as Boston Common)




  Corps Hill (now known as Copp’s Hill Burying Ground)




  Faneuil Hall




  Granary Public




  Griffin’s Wharf (alleged site of the Boston Tea Party)




  Kings Chapel




  Merchants Market (now known as North, Quincy and South Market)




  New South Meeting




  Old North Meeting




  Old Meeting




  Old South Meeting/Riding House




  Prison




  Province House/General Gage




  Town Hall (now known as Old State House)




  Trinity Church




  Work-House




  MAP INDEX




  A GUIDED TOUR THROUGH HISTORY




  The Freedom Trail: Boston




  HELP US KEEP THIS GUIDE UP TO DATE




  We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. Please send your comments and suggestions to:




  editorial@GlobePequot.com




  Thanks for your input, and happy travels!
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  ANNA MANTZARIS




  Photographs by Saroyan Humphrey
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  Introduction




  Walking through the streets of modern-day Boston, it’s impossible not to notice the parallel red lines painted on the city’s sidewalks, linking diverse neighborhoods including Government Center, Beacon Hill, and the North End. Boston’s Freedom Trail, a connection of sixteen sites spread over 2.5 miles, tells the story of the American Revolution, keeps the voices of the people behind the peril and victory alive, and unravels the truth behind one of American’s most historical cities. From Faneuil Hall, the site of heated debates, to the Old North Church, made famous on the night of Paul Revere’s Ride, to the Charlestown-docked USS Constitution, a survivor of multiple battles and the War of 1812, each designated stop is not only steeped in history but alive with the spirit that led to our country’s independence. It’s here, in the “Hub,” as the city is affectionately and appropriately known, that the central fight for freedom took place.




  Once inhabited by Algonquin tribes, the Shawmut Peninsula is the land on which the city of Boston was built. William Blackstone is said to have been the first man of European descent to live in the area, and was the sole resident of what later became the Boston Common. (He sold his land to the Massachusetts Government in 1634.) John Winthrop and Puritan settlers landed in Salem and then took on the task of building what Winthrop deemed the “City on the Hill.” Puritan values ruled the city and all facets of everyday life.
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  Faneuil hall as depicted in 1789.




  The Revolution That Shaped the City




  A hundred years later, Boston was the location for key events in the American Revolution. The Colonies rejection of British rule manifested itself in debates, rebellions, and eventually, bloody battles and causalities on both sides. From the rejection of taxes on tea to the dispute over unwarranted searches, Patriot leaders including Paul Revere, John Adams, and John Hancock emerged and Boston became a hotbed of political activity and rebellion. Local government solidified and the foundation for this leading New England city, a place revered for its educational institutions and literary legacies, was set.




  Engraving of British ships bringing troops in 1768 to Boston by Paul revere (done 1770).
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  [image: Boston 1600 1700 1630 John Winthrop arrives with Puritans in Salem. King’s Chapel Burying Ground established (the oldest cemetery in Boston). 1634 William Blackstone sells what becomes Boston Common to the Massachusetts government. 1635 Boston Latin School established. 1636 Harvard University established. 1659 Copp’s Hill Burying Ground established. 1660 Granary Burying Ground established. 1710 King’s Chapel rebuilt (replacing original wooden structure). 1713 Old State House built]
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  Charlestown burned on the day of the Battle of Bunker hill.




  While every day of the Revolution (mid 1760s–mid 1780s) was significant, specific events stand out as monumental in the fight for freedom. On March 5, 1770, the Boston Massacre was the conflict’s first bloodshed. The aftermath of the deaths of five Patriots, killed in confusion on a dark night, and the resulting accusation and trial of the British soldiers (represented in court by John Adams) shaped the years that followed. Three years later the famous Boston Tea Party took place. On December 16, 1773, colonists dressed as Native Americans dumped tea in the harbor in defiance of the British-imposed Tea Act. This dramatic rebellion lives on in the city through annual reenactments. While most schoolchildren know the date April 18, 1775, as Paul Revere’s Midnight Ride, the significance of Revere’s legendary night was anything but elementary and would change the face of the city. Only two months later, on June 17, 1775, at the Battle of Bunker Hill, significant bloodshed (on the American and British sides) took place. The people, places and voices behind these events, as well as the everyday fight for freedom, is a rich and complex part of American history that unfolds on the Freedom Trail.




  [image: 1723 Old North Church built. 1729 Old South Meeting House built. 1734 Paul Revere born. 1742 Faneuil Hall opens. 1764 Sugar Tax enacted. 1765 Stamp Act enacted. 1766 Stamp Act repealed. 1767 Townsend Acts. 1768 British troops form encampment on Boston Common. Massachusetts Circular Letter written by Samuel Adams.]
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  Bird’s-eye view of Boston, circa 1870s.




  [image: March 5, 1770 Boston Massacre takes place. 1773 Tea Act enacted. December 16, 1773 Boston Tea Party. 1774 Closing of the port. April 18, 1775 Paul Revere’s Midnight Ride. June 17, 1775 Battle of Bunker Hill. 1776 The British evacuate Boston. July 8, 1776 Declaration of Independence is read for the first time in Boston from the Old State House balcony. 1780 John Hancock becomes the first governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 1789 George Washington becomes first president of the United States. 1794–1797 USS Constitution (“Old Ironsides”) built]




  Story of the Trail




  The sixteen sites of the Freedom Trail: Boston Common, the Massachusetts State House, Park Street Church, Granary Burying Ground, King’s Chapel, the First School Site/Statue of Benjamin Franklin, Old Corner Bookstore, Old South Meeting House, Old State House Museum, Faneuil Hall, Paul Revere’s House, Old North Church, Copp’s Hill Burying Ground, USS Constitution, and the Monument at Bunker Hill all tell a different piece of the story of the formation of the city, but their history is unequivocally intertwined. Even so, it wasn’t until 1951 that the formal idea of a trail, linking each site with designated signage, came to fruition. Credited to Boston journalist William Schofield, the trail was inspired by Schofield’s own confusion in attempting to find each historic site. He wondered how visitors could escape getting lost. Schofield wrote a column for the evening edition of the Herald Traveler outlining a plan for the trail and asking for the help of local businessmen and then-mayor John B. Hynes. In June 1951, the trail was born and attracts thousands of visitors annually. Over the next several years, organization improved, and in 1958 the red lines linking the sites were painted. Boston National Historical Park became involved in the mid-’70s and continues to educate and inform the public with free tours of some of the sites and access to well-stocked information centers.
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