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This book is dedicated to my wife,
Deaver Mallory Corzine,
and our three beautiful children,
Jean, Mallory, and Allie.


 

Special thanks to Deaver who was so instrumental in the dreaming, working, and completion of this book. I could not have done it without you, nor would I have wanted to.
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Your Letter to Baby

Ronald Reagan

Mario Andretti

Jim Bakker

Pat Boone

Bill Bright

Bob Briner

Kirk Cameron

Carman

Dick Clark

Charles W. Colson

James C. Dobson

Bob Dole

Dave Dravecky

Michael S. Dukakis

Carol Everett

John Fischer

Mary Fisher

Luci Freed

Millard Fuller

Gloria Gaither

Joe Garagiola

Joe Gibbs

Kathie Lee Gifford

Franklin Graham

Amy Grant

Alexander M. Haig Jr.

Bill Halamandaris

Jack Hanna

Mark Victor Hansen

Howard G. Hendricks

Orel Hershiser

Stephen Hicks

Liz Curtis Higgs

Carl E. Hurley

Tom and Alicia Landry

Tommy Lasorda

Greg Laurie

Art Linkletter

Neil Lomax

Mark Lowry

Max Lucado

Brennan Manning

Patrick McCaskey

Faith Hill and Tim McGraw

Michael Medved

Frank Minirth

Rich Mullins

Scott O’Grady

Donny Osmond

Ara Parseghian

Sandi Patty

Frank E. Peretti

Dan Quayle

Pat Robertson

Frank Schaeffer

Robert H. Schuller

Gary and Norma Smalley

Michael W. and Debbie Smith

Wesley K. Stafford

Edwin J. Staub

Cal Thomas

Wayne Watson

Joe White

Mike Yaconelli

Ravi K. Zacharias

What would you tell a newborn baby that you had found to be important in life? …
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Place Baby’s Photo Here
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On June 11, 1991, my wife and I had our first child. He was 8 pounds, 9½ ounces, 21½ inches long, and … he was perfect! We just stared at him in awe. I was amazed at the overwhelming love I felt for this beautiful baby. We had prayed for, planned for, and anticipated this moment for months—even years—but in an instant, I was a daddy … and would be forever!

I was so deeply affected by Sean’s birth, I walked around in a daze—ecstatic beyond belief. I thought, literally, that God had handpicked us to raise the most beautiful baby in the universe! I will never forget the first few moments of parenthood.

I have since learned that this is a universal feeling among first-timers. But it’s a great feeling, nonetheless!

Through my work with several great recording artists, I’ve been able to get to know people I never dreamed I would even meet. One person I had the privilege of meeting on several occasions was former president Ronald Reagan. Having always had a deep, abiding respect for this great man, I was greatly moved when he sent a welcome letter to my new son.

To be holding my precious son in my arms while reading such an inspiring letter, from someone whom I so greatly respected, filled me with encouragement and great hope for Sean’s future. Like Sean, that letter is a precious gift. His letter is the very first in this collection.

Soon after receiving the president’s letter, it occurred to me that it would be fun to see what words of encouragement or advice others might offer to newborn babies.

Each contributor to this book was asked the same question: “What would you tell a newborn baby that you have found to be important in life?”

Each letter is written from a perspective unique to the individual writer; consequently, a broad cross section of our culture is represented. Many contributors are quite well known; others may be less familiar. And still others you may not know at all. But in each letter you will find a kernel of wisdom, the spark of inspiration for a life of promise and purpose.

I deeply appreciate each person who participated in this project. As you will see, several of the writers have taken this opportunity to share very personal thoughts. This book even has blank lines for you to write your own personal “Letter to baby.” Someday it will be a cherished gift revealing the love that filled your heart … right from the beginning.


Ronald Reagan

Writing an introduction to President Ronald Reagan seems a bit unnecessary—don’t you think? History will remember him as our fortieth president. I will remember him as “the great communicator,” the “father figure” our country and our world needed at a fragile time in history. Ronald Reagan passed away on June 5, 2004, at his home in Bel Air, California. He leaves behind a legacy of optimism, family, perseverance, and faith. He was a great hero to me.
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Dear Sean Louis,

Welcome! Your arrival today is a cause for joy far greater than you can know right now. In the years to come, you will fully understand how lucky you are to have been born in America to those who love you so deeply.

My hope is that you will realize the precious meaning of life in our nation and that you will always bear in your heart a special love for the freedoms we enjoy as a people. We live in a time when threats to human life and human freedom are at their zenith, and the world has dire need of people dedicated to their sacred cause. My prayer is that my generation and that of your parents will leave you a world made new in these values, so that you and your children’s children can know that sublime joy which hovers by the cradle.

Take pride in whatever you do, keep faith with the blessings of your heritage, and remember the sacrifices so many have made before you to win the light of this day. Do these things, and you will return to this world a thousandfold the gift of your wonderful birth.

Mrs. Reagan and I join in sending you our best wishes for a long and fruitful life.

Ronald Reagan


Mario Andretti

Mario Andretti is often referred to as the greatest racecar driver of all time. In July 1993 he set the closed-course speed record at 234.275 mph. He was the first driver to win Indy car races throughout four decades and to win auto races throughout five decades. He competed eight times in the twenty-four-hour LeMans, coming in second in 1994. He continues to be one of the most recognized figures in sport’s history.
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Dear Baby,

Welcome to what I promise will be an exciting ride. Right now you are surrounded by people who love you, who care for you, and who are hoping you choose any profession other than mine!

Your parents have experienced great things in their lives, but none of their experiences can compare to the thrill they felt upon your arrival. In five decades of racing I had many great thrills, but none can compete with the day my own child was born. There is no greater gift than a child.

As you get older, you will grow to realize that your reputation is more important than anything you might accomplish; your friendships are more important than anything you acquire or win; and your word is more important than fame or success.

Grow to be a man or woman of your word, build strong friendships, and value people over any accomplishment. Do these things and you will make this world a better place.

I wish you the very best, little one.

Your friend,

Mario Andretti


Jim Bakker

Jim Bakker has gone from PTL ministries, to prison, to a very simple, secluded life on a North Carolina farm. I appreciate his willingness to share this very personal and wonderful letter that he wrote to his own grandson.
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Dear Baby James,

The first time I saw you was just minutes after you were born. The doctor had put a little hat on your head to keep you warm. As I peeked in the room, there you were, so cute looking, like you were ready to go out and meet the world. What a wonderful surprise when your mom told me they had named you after me!

When your mommy and daddy brought you home, we were all living together in a great big log house. I got to hold you a lot, and you and I would snuggle up and you would go fast asleep.

Paw Paw Jim was going through a very hard time when you were born, and you gave me a reason to live. The day before I went away to prison, you and your mommy and daddy came and spent the night with me in my hotel room. I took care of you all night and fed you your baby formula. It meant so much to me that you were there with me.

All through the years I was in prison, I had your picture with me in every cell. Sometimes, when things got real bad, I would hold your picture close to my eyes, blotting out everything around me except your wonderful face.

I wish I could tell you how much you mean to me. Perhaps when you are grown, I will be able to tell you more, but if not, I hope you will find this letter and know how much Paw Paw Jim loves you and thanks God for you.

Baby James, I love you!

Love,

Paw Paw Jim


Pat Boone

Pat Boone has been in the entertainment business since his teenage years in Tennessee, when he performed on Ted Mack’s Original Amateur Hour. He has sold more than forty-four million records worldwide. In addition to recording, Pat is an actor and a published author.
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Hi little kid!

You look just like your Creator.

In fact, you are made in His image, and He loves you. He molded and shaped you, breathed His own holy breath into you, and gave you life.

In fact, He loves you so much that He took on human form, was born just like you, just as defenseless and precious and wonderful as you are, and grew into a mature human being, just like you will.

And then He died, willingly, to save your soul and give you a chance to live with Him in yet another world, throughout eternity. Isn’t that great news?

See, He knew that you, like all of us, would make all sorts of mistakes in this life, and that sooner or later you would forfeit that eternal destiny He had planned for you. So, knowing you could never restore what was broken, He did it for you, in advance—with His own blood and bone, flesh and spirit.

So, little creature, enjoy every breath, every minute of this existence, if you can. And just know that when you do eventually feel yourself separated from your loving Creator, that He’s already provided the only avenue of return—through His own Son, Jesus. And Jesus once looked exactly like you.

Pat Boone


Bill Bright

Bill Bright was the founder and president of Campus Crusade for Christ International, an interdenominational ministry committed to taking the gospel of Jesus Christ to all nations. This ministry cooperates with millions of Christians from churches and Christian organizations around the world to help Christians grow in their faith and share the gospel message with their fellow citizens. In 1996 Bright was presented with the Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion, a million-dollar prize that he donated to causes promoting prayer and fasting.
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Dear Baby,

Welcome to the world that was created by our loving and powerful heavenly Father, who loves you with a limitless and immeasurable unconditional love! You are God’s latest creation, brought forth for His own plan and purpose, that you might know, serve, and enjoy Him forever.

Your arrival brings such happiness. You are so blessed that our Creator sent you to such wonderful parents, who themselves have been especially chosen by God to be His special ministers to help tell the whole world about His love. His careful choice of parents for you is clear evidence that God must have a special love and plan for you.

Soon you will learn about God’s greatest act of love for you—the greatest love story in history: God sent His own Son, Jesus Christ, to redeem you from this world which, though created beautiful and perfect, was marred by humans who disobeyed their Creator. When you hear and understand this story, be sure to accept God’s great love for you.

In closing, I leave with you this special blessing that thousands of years ago God gave to His people, through Moses. I believe it still is in effect for God’s people today: “The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace” (Numbers 6:24-26 NKJV) for a long, exciting, abundant, and fruitful life.
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