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Foreword


Baseball is full of firsts! The first African American player. The first perfect game. The first triple play. And then there are firsts exclusive to the Cubs: The first night game at Wrigley Field. Their first no-hitter. The first Cubs game broadcast on radio and television. If you watch enough Cubs games, you’re bound to see things you’ve never seen before, including more firsts, some of which are exclusive to Wrigley Field. Many stories like these, about firsts for the Cubs, are within the pages of this enjoyable read by Al Yellon.

I remember the first Cubs game I broadcast on Opening Day 1996 with Cubs legend and my good friend Ron Santo. Ronnie was the first known diabetic on the Cubs. I also remember the first broadcast I did with my current radio partner Ron Coomer in 2014. And I’ll never forget the Cubs’ World Series win in 2016, when I became the first person to say, “The Chicago Cubs win the World Series!” on the radio. I’ve called the first Cubs games for many managers over the years on Cubs radio, including Joe Maddon, David Ross, and now Craig Counsell.

The Cubs were not always named the Cubs. Their first moniker was White Stockings, and they had other nicknames before “Cubs” stuck. Did you ever wonder how that came to be and when they were first called by that now-famous name? That story is in these pages.

Have you ever wondered when the first triple play was turned by the Cubs? How about when the Cubs played their first spring training game in Mesa, Arizona? Who was the first player drafted by the Cubs to be elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown? This book will examine many other firsts you might not have thought of. Among them: The first Cubs pinch-hitter to hit a grand slam and the first time the Cubs won a game by forfeit. You’ll find those stories within the pages of this fun book and, for the first time, learn the exact date when the iconic “W” flag first flew atop the Wrigley Field scoreboard.

Even in 2023, 147 years after the Chicago National League franchise was founded, firsts for the team keep on coming. Something happened to the Cubs last year that had never before occurred. It was the first time three Cubs players won Gold Gloves—Ian Happ (left field), Dansby Swanson (shortstop), and Nico Hoerner (second base). For Nico, it was his first Gold Glove.

Baseball and the Cubs have a rich history, but there are many firsts still to come. Let’s explore many of the firsts that have happened and the stories behind them, shall we? And away we go . . .

Pat Hughes

June 2024

Pat Hughes has been the radio play-by-play announcer for the Cubs since 1996 and was honored by the National Baseball Hall of Fame with the 2023 Ford Frick Award for excellence in baseball braodcasting.






Introduction


The Chicago Cubs are literally the very first franchise of what we now know as “Major League Baseball,” so there’s the first “first” we’ll cover in these pages.

Now that statement comes with a few caveats. The Cubs as we know them today began in 1876 (and were commonly referred to with the name “White Stockings”) upon the creation of the National League, although the franchise’s history technically goes back to the predecessor National Association’s creation in 1871. With the Great Chicago Fire happening later that year, that franchise went on hiatus for a while, and professional baseball’s organization and schedule was rather chaotic until the NL’s formation five years later.

The Cubs are the only Major League Baseball team that has existed from 1876 to 2024 in its current city, though with a few name changes along the line (and you’ll find out more about that later!). Thus, if I were to present a book of “firsts” for what was long known to WGN-TV viewers as “The Chicago National League Ball Club,” they would almost all be from before 1900.

So I’m not going to do Cubs “firsts” exclusively that way in these pages, although we will ride the baseball time machine into the 19th-century version of the sport from time to time. Back then, baseball was a game that would be mostly recognizable to you as a modern fan. But the game also had some significant differences from what we know in the 21st century, and we’ll examine some of those as we go along. I’ll also cover players from across the grand sweep of Cubs history over nearly the past 150 years because those men from decades and even over a century ago represented the same franchise you root for today, and they should not be forgotten.

In these pages, then, we’ll look at various events, people, and places in Cubs history that were the first to occur in relation to a specific question about Cubs history. Did you ever wonder who was the very first Cub to record an official save? Retroactively, baseball historians have credited “saves” going back to the very beginning of the professional sport, so if we were to acknowledge that, we’d have to credit one of the three men given a “save” for the 1876 Cubs—Cal McVey, or two position players who were given one, Deacon White or John Peters.

But that’s not what is being asked in the question posed. The question asks for the name of the pitcher who recorded the first official save for the Cubs. The save became an official baseball rule in 1969, so the answer to the question as posed is Ted Abernathy, who posted a save in a 7–4 win over the Pirates Tuesday, April 15, 1969, at Wrigley Field. (More on this later.)

It’s a shame the Cubs didn’t give Abernathy more save chances in 1969. Perhaps that would have helped that star-crossed team get some further wins down the stretch when Phil Regan ran out of gas.

Anyway, those are the types of firsts you’ll learn about in this book, along with some stories about the players involved in creating them. (There will be more on Abernathy, in particular, a bit later.)

I hope you enjoy learning about little morsels of Cubs history that were the first of their kind. Let’s begin at the very beginning, shall we?






The 19th-Century Cubs


Okay, so the Cubs are one of the original National League franchises and the only one to remain in the same location since the league’s creation in 1876.

Just who was the very first player to get a hit for the Cubs (then known as “White Stockings”)?

Before we discuss this and I reveal the name of the first safe hit by a Chicago National League player, it’s important to understand that the game as it was played nearly 150 years ago wasn’t anything near the way baseball is played in the 21st century.

Yes, there were nine fielders and nine hitters, and there were nine innings and three outs per inning. The team with the most runs at the end of those nine innings (or extra innings if needed—with no placed runner!) was the winner.

You wouldn’t, however, have recognized how a pitcher delivered the ball to the hitter in 1876. Today, a pitcher stands on a raised mound 60 feet, six inches from home plate and has to keep one foot on a slab called the “rubber” while throwing a pitch overhand (or, occasionally, sidearm, or, more rarely, underhand).

In 1876, pitchers threw on flat ground from a “box” located 50 feet from the plate, and the pitcher could get a running start into that box before delivering the pitch. Also, the batter was permitted to call for a “high” pitch (above the waist but below the shoulders) or a “low” pitch (below the waist but above the knees).

Pitchers also had to throw underhand. Sidearm, three-quarters, and overhand deliveries weren’t legalized in the National League until 1884.

Last, it took nine balls, rather than the current four, to draw a walk.

Having said all that, the Chicago National League club that would eventually become the Cubs as we know them first took the field in a league game at Louisville on Tuesday, April 25, 1876. The Chicago Tribune reported that, rather than automatically have the home team bat last as is the rule today, a coin toss was held, and the Chicago team won, so they chose to bat last. Home teams occasionally batted first, for presumed strategic reasons, as late as the first decade of the 20th century, and this practice was not outlawed by rule until 1950.

In that first game for the Chicago NL franchise, neither team scored in the first, and Louisville went down scoreless in the second. Outfielder Paul Hines then led off the bottom of the second inning. From the Tribune: “He hit hard at the first one, and sent it to Carbine so briskly that he couldn’t hold it, giving Hines a life.”

That “life” was the first hit in franchise history. Hines advanced to third on a single by pitcher/manager Al Spalding and two outs later scored the first run of the game on a ground ball that was fielded by Louisville first baseman Joe Gerhardt, but it was thrown away for an error.

Thus, Paul Hines not only had the very first hit in Cubs franchise history but also scored the very first run. Chicago defeated Louisville that day 4–0. The Chicago NL franchise won the league pennant with a 52–14 record, six games ahead of Hartford and St. Louis, who tied for second.

A week after Hines recorded the first hit in proto-Cubs history, Ross Barnes hit the first home run for the franchise. It came in the team’s fourth game, a 15–9 win at Cincinnati. On what the Tribune called “a cold and disagreeable day,” Barnes “made the finest hit of the game, straight down the left field to the carriages, for a clean home run.” It gave Chicago a 9–4 lead. Barnes went 3-for-6 that afternoon, scoring four runs.

Had there been Most Valuable Player voting in 1876 as we understand it today, Barnes would certainly have been the runaway winner in the National League. He had won two previous batting titles in the National Association, the NL’s predecessor, and by any measure he would have been considered among the league’s first “superstars.”

While Hines batted .331 that season, the best Chicago NL hitter was Barnes, who led the league with a .429 batting average (and also led the league in runs, hits, doubles, triples, walks, on-base percentage, and slugging percentage). Barnes did that by taking advantage of something else you wouldn’t recognize today, commonly called the “fair-foul rule.”

That rule stated that if a ball first hit in fair territory, it was in play no matter where it went after that, even if it landed in foul territory. Barnes became quite adept at hitting balls that would bounce fair, then go foul out of reach of any fielder, and thus reached first base more often than any other 1876 NL hitter. His batting average of .429 was 63 points higher than any other batter, and his .462 on-base percentage was nearly 80 points better than anyone else’s. He walked 20 times; pitchers must have been afraid to throw strikes to him. No other NL hitter that year walked more than 15 times.

The fair-foul hit was soon banned, and Barnes’ performance dropped off the following year. He hit just .272 in 22 games, but the rule change might not have been the only reason for Barnes’ decline. He also suffered from a mysterious illness that sapped his energy. After the 1877 season the proto-Cubs let him go, but he wasn’t quite done with the Chicago National League club. In 1878, he sued them for not paying his salary when he was ill the previous year, becoming the first professional player to sue his employer. A Cook County, Illinois, judge dismissed the suit later that year, according to Barnes’ SABR biography.

After his playing career, Barnes settled in Chicago and was at various times reported to have had a membership in the Chicago Board of Trade, working in the hotel business, and also as an accountant. He died May 5, 1915, at the age of 64.

The Cubs played six doubleheaders in 2022, three of them due to games rescheduled after the owners’ lockout.

When was the first time the Cubs played two games in one day?

Doubleheaders were fairly uncommon in the early days of baseball, largely because team owners didn’t feel as if they could afford to give away their product—two for the price of one. When games were postponed by rain in the early days of the National League, clubs would simply reschedule them for a convenient off day, at times even changing the location of a makeup game, as happened in September 1877 when the Chicago NL franchise was rained out at Hartford. The field at Hartford was unplayable, so the game was played at New Haven, about 40 miles away.

This wasn’t uncommon in the early days of the National League, including swapping games between cities. In August 1878, for example, a Chicago-Providence game was rained out in Providence. It was made up in Chicago on September 4.

Two years later, a similar rainout happened in Chicago for a game between the then–White Stockings and the Troy Trojans on September 1. The Chicago Tribune reported that due to “the rain of Wednesday, and the inability of Troy to remain over another day on account of home engagements,” the teams agreed to play two games on Thursday, September 2, 1880, which is the date of the very first doubleheader for the Chicago NL franchise now known as the Cubs.

Like many doubleheaders today, these games were played with separate admissions at Lake Front Park, today the site of Millennium Park at the corner of Michigan and Randolph in downtown Chicago.

The Tribune reported that the game of “the forenoon, beginning at 11 o’clock,” was won by Chicago 1–0. Abner Dalrymple singled, went to third on a double by George Gore, and scored on an infield out in the first inning, and that was the only scoring of the game. Proto-Cubs hurler Larry Corcoran, who had thrown a no-hitter two weeks earlier and would later throw two more for the ballclub, scattered seven Troy hits. The game was “witnessed by less than 100 people,” according to the Tribune.

Bad Chicago weather nearly caused another postponement of the afternoon affair, but it was completed in front of about 500 people, this time with a Troy victory by a 5–1 score. As was common in those days, Corcoran made the start again—he would start 63 of the 86 games in 1880 and throw 536 1/3 innings—and held Troy without a hit through five innings. The Trojans scored a run in the first inning and another in the fifth due to White Stockings errors, and after Chicago closed the gap to 2–1 in the top of the sixth—remember, home teams didn’t always bat last back then—Troy scored three off Corcoran in the bottom of the inning and cruised to victory.

The White Stockings got the last laugh in 1880, though, finishing with a 67–17 record and winning the National League pennant by 15 games over Providence.

The Cubs wouldn’t play “split” doubleheaders again until 1927, when they would play holiday twin bills with a morning game at 10:30 a.m. and an afternoon game at 3 p.m. This scheme lasted five seasons, through 1931, then Wrigley Field doubleheaders returned to single-admission status. For the rest of the 1930s, doubleheaders remained popular, largely due to the Depression, as teams used “two for the price of one” to incentivize fans to come to games in years where they had little money. This continued in the World War II years due to travel restrictions and gasoline rationing and stuck around for a while in the years immediately following the war. The doubleheader mania came to a peak in 1944, when the Cubs played 39 of them—accounting for just about half (78) of the 157 games played (three ties included). That year also saw the most doubleheaders in a season at Wrigley Field, 20 in all. Twelve of those twin bills fell after September 1, seven of them forced by bad weather. The 1944 Cubs wound up playing 35 games in the 31 days from September 1 through October 1, with a good 21–14 record, perhaps presaging the 1945 pennant-winning Cubs team.

In late August 1967, bad weather in New York forced the postponement of an entire three-game series between the Cubs and the Mets. Because the teams didn’t have any more games scheduled in New York, the entire three-game set was moved to Wrigley Field the following week. Between those three makeup games and another Wrigley rainout from June that had been rescheduled, the teams played a seven-game series with doubleheaders on three consecutive days, September 1, 2, and 3. Then the Cubs played a scheduled Labor Day doubleheader against the Dodgers on September 4. The Cubs won five of the eight doubleheader games, but perhaps foreshadowing his overuse of Randy Hundley in 1969, manager Leo Durocher made Hundley catch every inning of seven of those eight games, one of them 11 innings, and brought him in for defense for the last three innings of the other game. Durocher did this to Hundley again in 1968, when the Cubs played three doubleheaders in four days from July 4 to 7. Hundley caught every inning of six of those seven games, getting a break only in the second game on July 4, one of six games all season he didn’t start. That was followed by the All-Star break, after which Hundley again caught every inning of both games of a doubleheader on July 11. Hundley wound up starting 156 games at catcher, catching every inning of 147 of them, and catching in 160 of the Cubs’ 162 games, playing 1,385 1/3 (95.3 percent) of the team’s 1,453 1/3 innings in 1968.

Over time, doubleheaders faded away as game times lengthened, fans didn’t want to stay that long at the ballpark, teams didn’t want to give away “two for the price of one,” and abuse of players such as what Durocher did to Hundley took a toll on players’ health.

The last scheduled single-admission doubleheader at Wrigley Field was played on Monday, July 4, 1983, against the Montreal Expos. The Cubs were swept in that one, and the most recent single-admission doubleheader of any kind at Wrigley happened on Thursday, August 3, 2006, against the Arizona Diamondbacks, played in the afternoon. That occurred because a game against the D-Backs the previous night was rained out and there was no other way to reschedule the postponement. The Cubs and Arizona split that pair, the Cubs losing the opener 10–2 and winning the nightcap 7–3.

Split doubleheaders returned to Wrigley Field after the Cubs received permission from the city of Chicago, in a revised night game ordinance, to play such double dips beginning in 2002, commensurate with an increase in the allowed number of night games from 18 to 30. The first such split doubleheader was played on Monday, September 2, 2002, against the Milwaukee Brewers, and the Cubs split it, losing the opener 4–2, winning the nightcap 17–4.

Three doubleheaders were played at Wrigley Field in the 2020 pandemic season with only a 45-minute gap between games, but those can’t really be considered “single-admission” because no fans were permitted to attend.

Twenty-eight different Cubs have hit three home runs in a game. Sammy Sosa has the most three-homer games as a Cub with six, which is tied for the MLB record with Johnny Mize and Mookie Betts, through the end of the 2023 season.

Who was the first Cub to hit three home runs in a game?

This question has a simple answer, but it comes with so many caveats we might as well put a baseball-sized asterisk on it.

The answer is Ed Williamson (sometimes also referred to during his playing career as “Ned” Williamson), who accomplished this feat on Friday, May 30, 1884, when the Cubs were still known as the Chicago White Stockings. He did it against the Detroit Wolverines at Lake Front Park in downtown Chicago, and that park is the singular reason for Williamson’s accomplishment. Before I tell you about Williamson’s achievement, which was also the first three-homer game by any National League player, a bit of ballpark history is required.

The Chicago National League Ball Club had moved into that park in 1883, a renovation and enlargement of their previous ballpark on the same site. The location was what is now the northwest corner of Millennium Park in downtown Chicago, the infield and stands located just north of where Cloud Gate (popularly called “The Bean”) now stands. The left-field corner of the park was where the southeast corner of Michigan Avenue and Randolph Street is now located.

Because there were then railroad tracks running to the east of this park, it took a very elongated form, with the wall in the left-field corner only 180 feet from the plate and the same in the right-field corner just 196 feet away, the shortest-ever corner dimensions for any MLB park.

As a result, in 1883 balls that went over those walls were ruled to be ground-rule doubles. And, in fact, that year the Chicago NL team hit a lot of doubles—277, to be exact, in 98 games. The next-most was 209, by Boston.

Cap Anson’s men had won three straight pennants from 1880 to 1882 and four titles in the seven-year history of the NL through 1882. But in 1883 a 59–39 record, not terrible, was good only for a second-place finish, four games behind pennant-winning Boston.

Something had to be done, thought Anson, and so it was decreed that in 1884, those ground-rule doubles over the walls at Lake Front Park would be declared home runs.

What could possibly go wrong?

Well, a lot could, and did. And, in fact, one could argue it went right for the White Stockings. In 112 games they smashed 142 home runs—103 more than second-place Buffalo. Four Chicago NL players (Williamson, 27; Fred Pfeffer, 25; Abner Dalrymple, 22; and Anson, 21) hit more than 20—two teams (Cleveland, 16; and Philadelphia, 14) didn’t hit 20 home runs in 1884. The most hit by any non-Chicago player was 14, by Buffalo’s Dan Brouthers. Twenty-five of Williamson’s league-leading 27 dingers were hit at the home sweet home of Lake Front Park.

Anyway, you can probably see where this is going. While all those home runs helped the proto-Cubs to 842 runs, the most in the league by 134, the tiny dimensions also wreaked havoc with the pitching staff, which allowed a league-leading 83 home runs (no one else served up more than 46) and 646 runs allowed, the latter somewhat surprisingly only fourth worst in the eight-team league. The result was a 62–50 record and a fifth-place finish.

Williamson’s three-homer game happened with the team entering that Friday afternoon’s doubleheader with a poor 7–14 record. Chicago defeated Detroit 11–10 in the first game, and the Tribune reported about Williamson’s performance in the nightcap: “It was a great day for Williamson, who for his five times at bat had the great record of three home runs and one two-base hit, besides catching without a flaw.”

Errors were a big part of the game back then—the White Stockings made six in that game—so a note about an errorless game was certainly worth making. Chicago NL completed the doubleheader sweep by winning 12–2. Incidentally, Williamson served as catcher in his three-homer game, though he was primarily a third baseman.

Clearly, the dimensions of the park were beyond ridiculous and the rule allowing a 180-foot blast—just twice the distance from home plate to third base—to be a home run was absurd. After 1884, the National League required minimum outfield wall distances of 210 feet, but it didn’t matter for Anson’s ballclub, as they were forced out of Lake Front Park in 1885 when the land the park sat on was given to the federal government and mandated for noncommercial use. The team moved to the West Side of Chicago in 1885, and they would play most of their time in that part of town for the following 30 years. In their first year on the West Side, they again became NL pennant winners with an 87–25 record. They led the league in home runs again—but with 54, just twice as many as Williamson alone had hit in 1884.

As for Williamson, he never hit more than nine home runs in any season after 1884, and he died in 1894 of complications from tuberculosis, aged just 36.

No one would hit more than 27 home runs in a major-league season after 1884 until someone hit 29 in 1919. You might have heard of him—some guy named Babe Ruth.

In the post-1900 modern era of baseball, no Cub hit three home runs in a game until Hack Wilson did it in the offensive-explosion 1930 season. It happened on Saturday, July 26, 1930, at Philadelphia, and the Phillies were on their way to allowing a league-leading 142 home runs. Wilson smashed a two-run homer in the first inning, matched it with another two-run shot in a seven-run second, and added a solo shot in the top of the eighth, also drawing a walk and scoring four times in a 16–2 Cubs win. The Chicago Tribune called him “charmed” by a pregame performance by a band on the field, saying he was “marching jauntily” and perhaps inspired to his three-homer afternoon. The homers were the 30th, 31st, and 32nd of what would become a team- and league-record 56-homer season.

[image: ]
The 1885 Chicago White Stockings. Ed Williamson is second from left in the front row.


Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons.

The Cubs have made many trades in their history, some great (Ryne Sandberg and Larry Bowa for Ivan de Jesus), some awful (Lou Brock for Ernie Broglio), and trading players between teams is an accepted part of the game.

When did the Cubs make their first trade, and who were the players involved?

While trading players is now an accepted part of professional baseball, things weren’t always that way. For about the first decade after the formation of the National League in 1876, players who went from one team to another were generally exchanged for some amount of cash. In large part, this was because certain owners got into financial trouble and figured the cash would be worth more to them than the players’ future services.

Further, while the reserve clause binding players to teams had been instituted in 1879, it didn’t have that effect in its early years, unlike the standard practice for many decades basically renewing player contracts for perpetuity. That, of course, eventually led to player strikes and collective bargaining and the free agent system we have today.

Thus, a player would have had to approve going from one team to another, and any player coming back in return would have to give the same approval. Baseball also wasn’t the big money business in the 19th century that it is now. Men often felt they could make better livings doing something else, so they had that as possible leverage over playing for one team or another.

It’s in that context that the swap that is generally recognized as the first between major-league teams happened on November 15, 1886. On that date, the Cincinnati Red Stockings of the American Association sent catcher Jack Boyle and $400 (roughly $13,000 in 2024) to the St. Louis Browns in exchange for outfielder Hugh Nicol.

This deal unleashed a flurry of small trades that offseason, and the Cubs—then, of course, known as the White Stockings—made a swap on April 21, 1887, about 10 days before that season opened. In that trade, they sent right-handed pitcher Jim McCormick to the Pittsburgh Alleghenys for left-handed pitcher/outfielder George Van Haltren and $2,000 (roughly $64,000 in 2024). This is the first recognized trade in the history of the Cubs franchise.

This trade did not get completed without some controversy. Van Haltren, born in St. Louis, moved with his family to the Bay Area in California as a child, and as he grew up, he became a good baseball player, good enough that he began to attract the attention of local scouts in the San Francisco area. The Pittsburgh club acquired his rights in February 1887, but per Van Haltren’s SABR biography, he did not want to report to Pittsburgh because his mother was seriously ill. Instead he remained in California playing for the local team.

That prompted the Alleghenys to arrange the trade with the Chicago NL club. The SABR biography noted:

Unintimidated by threats to have him blacklisted issued by Chicago club owner A.G. Spalding, Van Haltren remained close to home until his mother died in late May 1887. Only then did Van Haltren report to Chicago and sign the $1,400-a-season contract that awaited him.

That was pretty good money for a 21-year-old in 1887, equivalent to about $45,000 in 2024.

Van Haltren pitched in 20 games (11 starts) for the White Stockings in 1887, posting a 3.86 ERA, and did about the same the following year, with 30 appearances (24 starts) and a 3.52 ERA. Also serving as an outfielder for those two years as well as 1889 (with no pitching appearances that year), Van Haltren batted .290/.367/.415 with 16 home runs in 260 games, pretty good power numbers for those days.

But that ended Van Haltren’s tenure in Chicago. As did quite a number of players, he “jumped” to the short-lived Players’ League in 1890, a league founded by John Montgomery Ward in an attempt to give players more control over their fates. It lasted just one year, and Van Haltren switched teams again, this time to Baltimore of the American Association. When that league folded after 1891, the Baltimore franchise was given a spot in the National League, but Van Haltren didn’t even play a full 1892 season there; instead, he was reacquired by the same Pittsburgh franchise that had traded him to Chicago five years earlier. Following the 1893 season Van Haltren was purchased by the New York Giants, and he played the rest of his career there, batting .321/.384/.414 in 1,227 games over 10 seasons in New York.

Leaving the major leagues then at age 37, Van Haltren returned to the West Coast and played 1,046 games for Seattle and Oakland in the Pacific Coast League from 1904 to 1909, batting .255 with nine home runs before retiring at age 45. He also managed the Oakland team for much of his tenure there from 1905 to 1909 and later scouted for the Pirates. He passed away in his home in Oakland on September 29, 1945, aged 79.

Through the end of the 2023 season, a major-league cycle (a single, double, triple, and home run) has been accomplished 344 times.

Who was the first Cub to hit for the cycle?

A Cub went cycling before the team was even called “Cubs.”

Jimmy Ryan of the then–Chicago White Stockings hit for the cycle on Saturday, July 28, 1888, against the Detroit Wolverines at West Side Park, the first of two parks for the Chicago National League franchise located on the West Side of Chicago. About 10,000 “yelled themselves hoarse,” according to the Chicago Tribune.

Ryan had first come to the major leagues in Chicago in 1885, and 1888 was his second full season as a White Stockings outfielder, though at times in his career he also played shortstop and pitched.

In this 1888 game, Ryan singled in the first inning and stole second and third. In the second, he tripled, the ball eventually landing “among the benches near the Congress Street wall,” and he followed that with a solo home run in the fourth. He tripled for a second time in the fifth inning and hit a double, completing the cycle and a 5-for-5 afternoon in a game won by Chicago by a modern-day football score, 21–17. Ryan also reached base on a two-base error in this slugfest, in which he also pitched. He is the only player in major-league history to record a pitching win and hit for the cycle in the same game—though Shohei Ohtani came close to doing that in 2023 and might match that feat someday.

Ryan had what was probably his best season in 1888. He hit .332/.377/.515 in 129 games and led the National League in hits (182), doubles (33), home runs (16), slugging percentage, and total bases (283), and had there been an MVP Award back then, he certainly would have won it.

Ryan bolted for the new Players’ League in 1890, but when that circuit folded after just one year, he returned to the Chicago NL franchise and played there for another decade, producing well but never quite matching his 1888 performance, though he would hit for the cycle again on July 1, 1891, against the Cleveland Spiders, going 4-for-5 with three runs scored in a 9–3 win. The Chicago Tribune described that day as “one continual and lovely picnic for Jimmy Ryan,” in so doing becoming the first (and still only) Cubs player to hit for the cycle more than once.

Later in his career, Ryan became a hero at a baseball game in another and much more important way. A fire broke out in the grandstand at West Side Grounds on August 5, 1894, and Ryan’s quick action, along with his teammate Walt Wilmot, in knocking down a wire fence with their bats, is credited with saving hundreds of lives in what otherwise might have been a terrible disaster.

While Ryan is not in the Hall of Fame, he retired after 1903 with stellar numbers: .308/.375/.444 with 2,513 hits, 118 home runs, and 419 stolen bases. The hits total is the ninth-largest of anyone who retired before 1911. He also had a reputation as a stellar defensive outfielder and remains to this day the National League’s career leader in outfield assists with 375. He is arguably the best 19th-century player not enshrined in Cooperstown and does have a plaque in the Cubs Hall of Fame, recently installed in the concourse underneath the left-field bleachers at Wrigley Field.

Ryan continued to play baseball in the minor leagues until age 45, then settled in Chicago, where he died of a heart attack in 1923. His grave was unmarked for decades until a cooperation between the Cubs and the Society for American Baseball Research had a headstone made and installed at Calvary Cemetery in Evanston, Illinois. A ceremony was held there on November 30, 2022, a fine remembrance for a player who should not be forgotten.

Here are all the other Cubs who have hit for the cycle:

Hack Wilson, vs. Philadelphia Phillies at Wrigley Field, June 23, 1930

Babe Herman, vs. Cardinals at St. Louis, September 30, 1933

Roy Smalley, vs. Cardinals at Wrigley Field, June 28, 1950

Lee Walls, vs. Cincinnati Reds at Wrigley Field, July 2, 1957

Billy Williams, vs. Cardinals at St. Louis, July 17, 1966 (second game)

Randy Hundley, vs. Houston Astros at Wrigley Field, August 11, 1966 (first game)

Ivan de Jesus, vs. St. Louis Cardinals at Wrigley Field, April 22, 1980

Andre Dawson, vs. San Francisco Giants at Wrigley Field, April 29, 1987

Mark Grace, vs. San Diego Padres at Wrigley Field, May 9, 1993

In modern baseball, forfeited games are rare. There have been just three in the past 50 seasons, the last one in 1995.

When was the first time the Cubs won a game by forfeit?

While teams generally don’t win or lose by forfeit anymore, these sorts of things used to be commonplace in the early days of baseball, largely because of disputes over umpire decisions or teams simply refusing to do what umpires said they must do by the rules.

Going into the game of Friday, September 25, 1891, the Cubs, then generally known by the nickname “Colts,” were leading the National League by two games and hosting the Pittsburgh (then usually spelled “Pittsburg”) Pirates at the first iteration of West Side Grounds.

The score was 4–2 Pirates going into the bottom of the eighth inning. Colts player/manager Cap Anson led off the inning with a home run (it “negotiated the left wall,” per the Chicago Tribune recap of the game) to make the score 4–3.

After the next hitter, Cliff Carroll, made the first out of the inning, Colts third baseman Tom Burns hit a ball that went off the shin of Pirates pitcher James “Pud” Galvin. Burns made it to second base with a double.

Fred Pfeffer was the next hitter and, according to the Tribune, fouled off a number of pitches before Burns took off for third. At that point, Pfeffer hit a ground ball to Pirates second baseman Lou Bierbauer. Burns did not hesitate and rounded third and tried to score. Burns, on a head-first slide, avoided the tag of Pirates catcher George “Doggie” Miller and was called safe by umpire James McQuade.

This caused a tremendous “row,” wrote the Tribune in the terminology of the time, but McQuade did not change his call. The game was tied.

Miller then “grew abusive,” said the Tribune article, and was ejected from the game. However, Pirates manager Bill McGunnigle didn’t agree with this decision and told Miller to go back into the game. Miller stayed on the field as McQuade “called for a watch,” meaning a timepiece and, having acquired one, told Miller, “If you are not on the bench in one minute, I will give the game to Chicago.”

Miller stayed on the field and, true to his word, McQuade then awarded the game to the Colts by forfeit, the first such win in Chicago NL franchise history. The Pirates protested the game, claiming Rule 26 of baseball at the time gave such players “five minutes” to obey such an umpire’s order. But another section of the rules said that games could be forfeited if “one side fails to resume playing one minute after the umpire calls ‘Play.’”

The forfeit stood and the Colts had a 9–0 victory, by the custom that a forfeited game has such a score. The statistics stood as played, and the game is listed with its 4–4 score at baseball-reference.com.

However, even though the Colts led the league by two games after the forfeit win, they collapsed immediately thereafter. A game between the same two teams the following day ended in a 6–6 tie due to darkness, and after that the Colts lost five of their final six games, while the Cincinnati Reds went 6–0. The Colts finished second, 3 1/2 games out of first place.

The Chicago NL franchise had two previous forfeits, both losses. The first happened in 1876 to St. Louis (left the field in protest of a call) and the other in 1884 to Buffalo (refused to continue after protesting an out call). They also lost two other pre-1900 forfeits after that 1891 forfeit victory: in 1892 to Pittsburgh, stalling for a hoped rainout and in 1894, refusing to play at Louisville because they didn’t like the baseballs provided by the home team.

In the modern era, here are the forfeited games in which the Cubs have been involved:

August 7, 1906: The Cubs were awarded a game by forfeit over the Giants in New York. The previous day, an umpiring call went against the home team and the umpire, Jim Johnstone, had to have a police escort out of the park. The next day Johnstone didn’t show up, and the other umpire, Bob Emslie, also refused to take the field. When the Giants appointed a player as an umpire—the custom at the time—the Cubs refused to take the field and the game was forfeited to New York. But it was learned that police had asked that the umpires not show up for fear of a riot, and NL President Harry Pulliam reversed the decision and forfeited the game to the Cubs.

October 5, 1907: Several Cubs angrily protested a call in the fourth inning of this game against the Cardinals in St. Louis, and manager Frank Chance and three other players were ejected. Johnny Evers had been ejected in the previous inning. Umpire Cy Rigler told Chance to put nine players on the field and he did, but several of them were pitchers. The game, which the Cubs led 2–0 at the time, was forfeited to St. Louis. It was the first game of a doubleheader on the second-to-last day of the season, and the Cubs had clinched the pennant long before. The second game was played without incident.

July 6, 1913: The Cubs and Cardinals had agreed beforehand that a doubleheader on this date would end by 5 p.m. so the Cubs could catch a train for their next series in New York. The second game began at 3:45, and with the Cubs trailing 5–1 by the second inning, they began to stall in an attempt to have 5:00 come before the game could be made official. At one point, manager Johnny Evers called on a pinch-hitter for pitcher Orval Overall, but the player was in the clubhouse. At-bats were taken slowly, and as if there were a modern-day pitch timer used, umpire Mal Eason began calling strikes when the hitter further stalled. In the third inning, Ivey Wingo of the Cardinals bunted. Cubs pitcher Ed Reulbach threw wildly to first base, and as Wingo began running around the bases, Cubs fielders made no attempts to put the runner out. At that point, umpire Eason called the game, awarded to St. Louis by forfeit, with fans “jeering” the home team, per the Chicago Tribune, and as Eason left the field, hundreds “patted him on the back” and “cheered him for his action.”

July 18, 1916: This game at Weeghman Park against Brooklyn (then known as “Robins” after their manager, Wilbert Robinson) was tied 4–4 in the top of the 10th. The visitors had runners on first and third with nobody out and again a “pitch timer” type of violation was called when umpire William “Lord” Byron thought Cubs pitcher Hippo Vaughn took too long to throw a pitch. Cubs manager Joe Tinker came to the field to argue, claiming Brooklyn was “stealing signs” and Vaughn simply wanted to tell his catcher about that. Tinker refused to leave the field, even when police were summoned, so Byron forfeited the game to the Robins. This is the most recent forfeited game the Cubs franchise has been involved in.
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