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  To my Dad and the Eigners—Without the Phillies, would Philly be?

  Without Aunt Mary, would Ocean City be?

  Thank you for endless summers.


  INTRODUCTION

  This book is not a tired, tiring roundup of the usual suspects punctuated with the usual stories about them. The litany of sanctioned Phillie legends starts with Al Reach, Harry Wright, Ed Delahanty, Sliding Billy Hamilton, and Elmer Flick, then rolls merrily along with Sherry Magee, Grover Cleveland Alexander, Eppa Rixey, Chuck Klein, Lefty O’Doul, etc.

  Great names all—names that resonate a roll call of bona fide Phillie greats. But none of them are in the collection of Phillie legends you now hold in your hand (the ones you are eagerly preparing to read or purchase or vice versa). This book regales Phillie legends, not Phillie greats. Legends and greats are not necessarily the same—not by a long shot. Look at it this way.

  Grover Cleveland Alexander is a great. The guy won 373 games. He threw 16 shutouts in a single season. How great is that? Forget shutouts—our 2004 Fightins didn’t have a single 17-game winner on the staff. So everyone pretty much would have to accord Grover status as a great. Archibald “Moonlight” Graham, on the other hand, is not a great. His record, or lack of record, attests to that. It’s hard to be a great when you never even stepped to the plate in the majors. But Moonlight is a legend. In fact, he’s a bigger legend at this point than old Grover the Great. But don’t take my word for it. Test out the hypothesis yourself. Ask several of your baseball-fanatic friends how many games Grover won. Then ask them how many at-bats “Moonlight” had. The answers will shed more light on the great/legend distinction than you’ve ever shed on the great taste/less filling conundrum.

  Some of the people posited as legends in this book are so only in the minds of Phillie fans. Some I confess, are probably legends only in my mind. Again, such is the nature of the term “legend”—a claim, in contrast to the term “great,” that can be staked as legitimately by not-so-greats as greats.

  Again, this book is not a roundup of the usual suspects. To be sure, greats like Mike Schmidt, Steve Carlton, Richie Ashburn, Tug McGraw, and Robin Roberts do appear. That’s because these five are also legends. Not only are they legends, they are legends within relatively recent memory who performed in front of the potential readers of this book.

  Legends of the Philadelphia Phillies focuses on Phillies people from the second half of the twentieth century till the present. Every chapter profiles a ballplayer or some other member of the Phillies organization who is still alive. There are four notable exceptions; namely Richie Ashburn, Del Ennis, Jim Konstanty, and Tug McGraw—who are all deceased. However even the most marginal Phillie fan would concur that this foursome merits inclusion in any book of Phillies legends.

  In writing the book, I conducted extensive interviews with ex-Phils, current Phils, and front-office personnel. To ferret out fresher anecdotes and tall tales, I sought out various non-ballplayers as well—the close friends and confidants of many of the players profiled. Their insights add fresh color that should whet the interest of both the voracious and casual reader of “Phillies stuff” as well as baseball fans everywhere.

  You’ll find a chapter on Bobby Shantz even though Shantz pitched less than half a season for the Phils. He is included because he happened to be front and center during the most horrendous meltdown Pennsylvania ever suffered this side of Three Mile Island. Clay Dalrymple, who did not have a particularly distinguished career statistically, is profiled because the Dalrymple name, presumably eroded by time, has been popping up on the silver screen in recent years.

  Dalrymple played almost a decade in Philly. Like Shantz, however, some of the other legends presented here strutted and fretted but briefly on the Philly diamond. Yet their stays were full of sound and fury where they garnered honors like Cy Young Awards, MVPs, and Rolaids Relief Man Awards.

  A number of the legends profiled here endowed the Philly sport scene with evocative nicknames like Putt Putt, Action Dog, Bedrock, Mr. T, and Sarge, to name a few. Having a cool nickname is a big step toward achieving “legend” status. So does being a fan favorite as many of the legends were and remain.

  Some legends hang out outside the lines. The original Phillie Phanatic gives the inside scoop on his wacky job. Harry Kalas rekindles his halcyon Hawaii and Houston days, where he learned his chops as a broadcaster—and perhaps as a vaudevillian. Bill Giles is all smiles as he recounts some of his favorite promotions.

  Three new kids on the Phillies block are profiled: Bobby Abreu, Jim Thome, and Mike Lieberthal. In counterpoint to these neophyte legends, you’ll reminisce with a Phillies front-office guy whose tenure stretches back to the Truman Administration.

  In a word (or several), this book is a compendium of Phillies lore that brushes the life of all the current generations of Phillie fans. It’s chock full of facts, information, and anecdotes about various people who have represented Philly’s hometown team for the past half-century. Read on and enjoy a nostalgic and often humorous look at the boys who have peopled the summers of your life.

  —Robert Gordon

  March 2005
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  Hall of Famer Ed Delahanty was one of the turn-of-the- century Phillies stars that increased the team’s popularity.

  Courtesy of the Philadelphia Phillies


  THE FIGHTIN’ PHILS

  Evidently when a door in Massachusetts closes, another opens in Philadelphia. Young Bostonian Benjamin Franklin started the trend. Ben left Beantown in the mid-18th century and ventured to Philadelphia, there to become his adopted city’s most enduring symbol. A century and some change later, Cornelius McGillicuddy left the Boston area to become Connie Mack, Philly’s most enduring sport figure—a man who managed a Philly team for more than half a century and tallied more victories than any baseball manager ever has or ever will. So when the struggling Worcester Ruby Red Legs flopped up in Massachusetts, it seems natural in history’s unerring rear view mirror (where events appear more distant than they really were) that National League president A. G. Mills would court Philadelphia to replace the floundering New England franchise.

  The National League was six years old at the time. Mills tapped Al Reach to colonize Philly. Reach, a left-handed throwing second baseman, played from 1871 to 1875 in the old National Association, the professional league generally recognized as the precursor to the National League. Reach was a natural for the job. He was a former baseball player, but he was also a successful entrepreneur who ran a profitable sporting goods business. Mills coveted Philadelphia, which he envisioned as a fertile professional sports market. History has proved Mills a visionary. The Philadelphia Phillies—the team born out of the Worcester ashes—is the longest-standing professional team with the same name in any US sport.

  Original owner Reach was the one who dubbed his new team the Phillies. Reach said he chose the name because it “tells who we are and where we come from.”

  The Phillies actually did make one half-hearted attempt to change their name. In reality it was more an attempt to change their image. Their attempted image change took place in the forties—same as it does with most men. In the Phillies’ case, that would be the 1940s. The Phils’ new owner, Robert Carpenter, wanted to give his new club a shot of rhythm and blues, as Chuck Berry would say. Carpenter figured a name change would do the trick. The Phils changed their name to Blue Jays—unofficially. Interestingly enough, attendance that year (1943) skyrocketed to over 400,000 for the first time since 1916, the year after the franchise’s first and only pennant to that point. Perhaps the spurt in attendance is better explained by the fact that the Phils did not finish in last place that year, as they had the five previous campaigns. In ’43, they shot all the way up to next to last.

  In any event, prior to the ’43 season, the Phillies ran a contest to rename the team. Blue Jays was the winner. Fortunately the name never caught on (it’s fortunate because the ’93 World Series, Toronto versus Philadelphia, would have pitted Blue Jay against Blue Jay). The name change didn’t stick. Philly fans never stopped calling their team the Phillies, so the team was, is, and will always remain the Phillies.

  Now, back to Al Reach and his fledgling National League franchise. The year was 1883—the same year the first vaudeville theatre opened in Boston. Roselle, New Jersey became the first city to use overhead wires for electric service that year. And the Brooklyn Bridge opened—for traffic that is. Otherwise, it didn’t open a la the Tacony Palmyra bridge.

  The Phils’ 1883 season got off to an inauspicious start on April 22 at Recreation Park when the Providence Grays beat them 6-5. The season went downhill from there. Reach’s boys went on to lose another 80 games in recording a franchise-worst 17-81 record and a franchise-worst .173 winning (?) percentage.

  After a horrendous debut like that, things could only get better—right? That was a test. If you answered yes, you probably listen to Tony Robbins tapes to and from work. You probably root for the Yankees, and you probably don’t know what happened in 1964 in Philly. On the other hand, if you said no, you’ve probably undergone an IRS audit recently. Or you have teenage kids. Or you belong to Philly’s largest demographic—the naysayers known as Phillie and Eagle rooters.

  The answer to the question posed above is yes. Things did get better for the Phils. Harry Wright took over the helm and won more games (636) than any other Phillie manager in history except for Gene Mauch. Mauch’s teams won nine more games than Wright’s teams. The Hall of Fame sees a much greater difference between the two ex-Phillie skippers. The bust of Harry Wright is immortalized in the Hall of Fame while Mauch possesses a lifetime visitor’s pass.

  Throughout Wright’s ten-year tenure, the Phils were contenders who never quite made it to the uppermost top. Their shortfall wasn’t due to a dearth of talent. During the Wright era, several future Hall of Famers populated Philadelphia’s lineup. The trend continued after Wright’s departure. Ed Delahanty, Sam Thompson, Nap Lajoie, Elmer Flick, and Billy Hamilton—Hall of Famers all—starred for the Phils around the turn of the century. In fact, the Phils grew so popular with the local folk that they had to construct a brand new stadium not too many years after their arrival in Philly. Their first park, little more than a grandstand around a diamond, was called Recreation Park. In 1887, Reach built a new double-decker stadium that was mammoth for its era. He dubbed it the Huntingdon Grounds, which carried the hefty price tag of $101,000. Seating capacity was 12,500, substantially higher than the 1,500 capacity at Recreation Park.

  The Phils had some down years as the nineteenth century turned. Then they gained some steam. They rumbled through the twentieth century’s first decade but never thundered. They managed several first-division finishes, but never seriously contended.

  When Nebraska rookie Grover Cleveland Alexander arrived in 1911, the Phils gained the oomph they needed to contend. Hopping aboard the Alexander train, the Phils chugged to their first NL pennant in 1915 under rookie manager Pat Moran. They jumped out to a promising start in the World Series, beating their American League opponent, the Boston Red Sox, 4-1, behind Alexander’s dominant pitching. Unfortunately for the Phils, that win was all she wrote. They followed with four straight losses to the Bosox, and were destined (or cursed) not to win another World Series game until 1980. The 1915 Series marked an historic first in what has become a long-standing baseball tradition. Philly became the first city where a US president attended a World Series game. President Woodrow Wilson was present in National League Park for Game 2.

  After 1915, the Phils’ fortunes declined precipitously. Boston had its Curse of the Bambino. However, Philadelphia might similarly claim a Curse of Pete Alexander. After winning the pennant in 1915 because of Alexander, the Phils finished runner-up in 1916, as Alexander rolled to 33 wins and an unprecedented 17 shutouts. The great righthander followed in 1917 with his third consecutive 30-win season, prompting the Phils to trade him. Apparently the Phils had a hunch he’d never win 30 again, and they were spot on. He never did. That’s the good news. The bad news is that he did win 20-plus games three other seasons and tallied 183 victories in the ’20s wearing Cub or Cardinal flannels. Immediately upon Alexander’s departure, the Phils plummeted to sixth place in 1918 and a last-place finish a year later. They would occupy last place throughout most of the ’20s.

  Ed Delahanty, Sam Thompson, Nap Lajoie, Elmer Flick, and Billy Hamilton—Hall of Famers all—starred for the Phils around the turn of the century. In fact, the Phils grew so popular with the local folk that they had to construct a brand new stadium.

  When the ’30s dawned, the Phils packed loads of lumber into their lineup. Led by future Hall of Famer Chuck Klein, the Phils rapped out hits aplenty in the friendly confines of Baker Bowl, as the restored Huntingdon Grounds became known at some unspecified time after 1913. The original stadium had burned down in 1894 and was replaced at the same site. The new edifice was christened National League Park. However sometime during the 1913-1930 tenure of Phils owner William F. Baker, Baker Bowl assumed the name the defunct park has carried into history. Baker Bowl is what the defunct park has carried into history.

  As much as the Phillies found Baker Bowl hitter-friendly, the opposition found it even more so. Opponents rapped out even more hits than the Phillies in the Baker Bowl thanks to the Phils’ woeful pitching staff. In 1930, Phils pitchers amassed a 6.72 ERA, highest in league history (note: claims by Philly old-timers that policemen had to be stationed at the visiting team’s bat-rack to prevent visiting-team regulars from rioting if second-stringers replaced them and cheated them out of an at-bat against Phillies pitchers appear unfounded). Meanwhile that same season, Phils batters topped the senior circuit with a lofty .315 team average. Nonetheless, the Phils finished last, 40 games behind the front-running Cubs. The stats add some teeth to that old saw about good pitching always beating good hitting—although Bob Veale, a former Pittsburgh pitcher, might have come closest to the mark when he observed that “Good pitching always beats good hitting, and vice versa.”

  Tops among Phillie batsmen were Chuck Klein and Lefty O’Doul. The latter was only a Phil for two seasons. In 1930, O’Doul recorded the top batting average of any Phillie in history, .398. In 1931, Klein sizzled in at .386 with Lefty not far behind at .383. The KO combo of Klein-O’Doul placed third and fourth among NL batsmen that year. In 1932, Klein won the National League MVP. The following year, Klein won the Triple Crown and did not win the MVP. The NL Award that year went to the New York Giants’ Meal Ticket, Carl Hubbell. Hubbell was 23-12 for the first-place Giants. In 1933, Phillies accounted for 25 percent of the NL starters in the first ever All-Star game, as both Chuck Klein and shortstop Dick Bartell were selected. Not until 1947 would the Phils again place two starters in the mid-summer classic. Second-baseman Emil Verban and outfielder Harry “The Hat” Walker started that year.

  The ’30s were bleak for the Phils despite impressive offensive numbers. Besides Chuck Klein and Lefty O’Doul, Spud Davis hit .313, .326, .336, and .349 in consecutive seasons. Don Hurst hit .285, .304, .327, .305, .339 in consecutive seasons; Dick Bartell .289, .308, .271, and .310 in consecutive seasons; and Pincky Whitney .301, .327, .342, .287, .298 in consecutive seasons.

  In 1950, Bob Carpenter’s system and approach paid dividends. The Phillie Whiz Kids shocked the baseball world by besting Brooklyn’s fabled Boys of Summer for the NL pennant.

  Impressive numbers, but the Phils finished in last place four times in the ’30s. As the end of the decade neared, their offense turned anemic. Their pitchers got virtually no run support. One Phillie pitcher, Hugh Mulcahey, was nicknamed “Losing Pitcher” because the boxscore listed him as the “Losing Pitcher” so often. “Losing Pitcher” Mulcahey—a name that most PR firms would consider a liability in negotiation salary or campaigning for the All-Star team—was selected to the 1940 NL All-Star team—a tipoff that the offense was rather inept.

  When Bob Carpenter bought the franchise in 1943, the Phils’ fortunes slowly started to change. Carpenter fostered a business-like, systematized approach. He believed strong, integrated business organizations spawn winning teams. He created and nurtured a Phillies minor-league system for the first time in the club’s history. Till Carpenter’s arrival, the Phils had no minor league network. Carpenter also started paying bonus money to prospects like Robin Roberts and Curt Simmons.

  In 1950, Carpenter’s system and approach paid dividends. The Phillie Whiz Kids shocked the baseball world by besting Brooklyn’s fabled Boys of Summer for the NL pennant. Unfortunately, the Yankees stifled the joy. The Bronx Bombers scored a four-game sweep in a low-scoring, tightly contested World Series. Every contest but the final one was decided by a run.

  With the success of the Whiz Kids, Philadelphia boasted its first group of post-war baseball heroes. The Philadelphia Eagles had won the NFL championship in 1948 and ’49. Thus to the Eagles’ litany of local heroes—Steve Van Buren, Tommy Thompson, Chuck Bednarik, Pete Pihos, Vic Sears, and others—was added a new group of Phillies stars: Robin Roberts, Richie Ashburn, Del Ennis, Granny Hamner, Puddin’ Head Jones, Russ Meyer, and others.

  Unfortunately, injuries prevented the Whiz Kids from sustaining. As the ’50s waned, the Phils faded. They were never able to catch Brooklyn or the New York Giants, who took off behind their young superstar Willie Mays. In the early ’60s, Johnny Callison blasted into the Quaker City via the White Sox and anchored another good Phillies squad. By the mid-’60s, after acquiring Jim Bunning, Tony Gonzalez, Wes Covington, Cookie Rojas, and others, the Phils were bona fide contenders. In 1964, a year that will forever live in infamy in Philadelphia, the Phils lost a pennant they had firmly in their grasp. With a dozen games to play, they blew a six-and-a-half-game game lead. The debacle traumatized Philadelphians forever.

  The team was in shambles by the end of the decade. The franchise breathed new life once the team moved to Veterans Stadium in 1971. A whole new cast of Phillies characters settled into the city. By 1976, Mike Schmidt, Steve Carlton, Garry Maddox, Larry Bowa, Bob Boone, Greg Luzinski, Tug McGraw, and others had led the Phils to their first division title since 1950. The Phils boasted their franchise-best (to this day) winning percentage (.623). The Phils won the division again in 1977 (with the identical .623 percentage) and 1978. Both years, they failed to take the NL flag. Finally in 1980, on the left wing of Tug McGraw, the Phils won their only World Series.

  The Phils won the NL pennant again in 1983 behind Gary Matthews’ sterling National League Championship Series performance. The Phils followed by winning the Series opener. Garry Maddox hit the game-winning home run in a 2-1 squeaker in an auspicious start. Unfortunately, they then followed the 1915 script to a tee, losing four in succession to Baltimore.

  Ten years ensued after the ’83 Series before the Phils again climbed to the top. Their most popular team ever—the 1993 “Beards, Bellies, and Biceps” squad of John Kruk, Lenny Dykstra, Darren Daulton, Curt Schilling, Dave Hollins, Milt Thompson, and others—bashed the Atlanta Braves in an exciting NLCS. The Phils went on to lose a heartbreaking Series to Toronto when Mitch Williams served up a walk-off homer to Joe Carter.

  The ’94 season ushered in down times for the remainder of the ’90s. However, with the move on up to Citizens Bank Park, the team has again ascended as a National League power. Behind Jim Thome, Bobby Abreu, Randy Wolf, Pat Burrell, and Jimmy Rollins, the Phils have once again become one of baseball’s better teams.
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  Rightfielder Bobby Abreu is quietly re-writing the Phillies’ record book.

  Courtesy of the Philadelphia Phillies


  BOBBY ABREU

  Anew star showed up in the Philadelphia firmament in 2004. Actually, the star has been burning bright for years. Philly stargazers simply failed to notice. When Bobby Abreu was selected to the 2004 National League All-Star squad by fan vote, he finally enjoyed some measure of overdue recognition and affirmation.

  Bobby Abreu had put up “star” stats for years, though he never received much national press. His numbers were steady and impressive. They weren’t spectacular. Abreu wasn’t slamming 50-plus homers a season like his more ballyhooed NL outfield peers. He wasn’t hitting .350 and winning batting titles. But after six years of patrolling the Phils’ outfield, Bobby’s list of accomplishments are phenomenal.

  For instance, ask any Phillies fan who tops the Phils’ all-time list for on-base percentage. You’re likely to hear a litany of guesses: Delahanty, Ashburn, Magee, Klein, Kruk, Dykstra, and Schmidt. They’re all educated guesses. But they’re all incorrect. The correct answer is Bobby Abreu.

  In the minds of most fans, Bobby Abreu is an unlikely candidate for that honor. Yet going into the 2005 season, Abreu’s lifetime .416 OBP ranks first among every player who ever donned Phillies’ pinstripes. Likewise, Abreu’s .308 lifetime batting average ranks number ten.

  
    Born: March 11, 1974, Aragua, Venezuela

    Position: Right Field

    Uniform Number: 53

    Years with the Phillies: 1998-current

    Major League Stats (Through 2004): .305, 166 HR, 674 RBI

    Honors:

    • 2004 NL All-Star

    • Named to the All Vet team (the only member of the current Phillies to be so honored)

    • Ranks No. 1 on Phillies all-time list for On Base Percentage

    • Named NL Player of the Week, May 28-June 3, 2001

  

  The Abreu name pops up all over the Phillies’ all-time record book. He’s number six in sacrifice flies, number seven in doubles, tied for fourth in intentional walks, number four in walks, number eight in stolen bases, number nine in home runs. He will soon enter the top ten in Phillie RBIs. In two more years, Abreu will crack the Phillies all-time top ten list in every offensive category except singles and triples. Meanwhile, defensively he ranks in the Phils’ all-time top 20 in outfield assists.

  Aside from his esteemed place in the Phillies record book, Abreu has joined a very exclusive club that includes three other all-time greats: Bobby Bonds, Barry Bonds, and Willie Mays. The members of this quartet are the only players ever to hit 20 homers and steal 20 bases for six consecutive seasons.

  “I’m glad to see Bobby make the All-Star team and finally get some of the recognition he’s earned,” Larry Bowa comments. “Bobby has all the tools. He runs, hits, has a good arm, and has power. He doesn’t do things spectacularly but he gets the job done every day.”

  [LARRY BOWA]

  “I’m glad to see Bobby make the All-Star team and finally get some of the recognition he’s earned,” Larry Bowa comments. “Bobby has all the tools. He runs, hits, has a good arm, and has power. He doesn’t do things spectacularly but he gets the job done every day.”

  Bob Kelly Abreu was born in Venezuela. The Astros inked him as a non-drafted free agent at the age of sixteen. He spent four complete seasons in the Astros’ minor-league system before first being called up to the parent club in 1996. Bobby found himself in right field on opening day in Houston the following spring. Unfortunately, he injured the hamate bone in his right hand and languished on the disabled list for more than a month. After a few minor-league rehabs, Bobby was recalled by the Astros. He responded by hitting .306 for the remainder of the season.

  On the heels of that performance, Houston surprisingly made Abreu available in the expansion draft. Tampa Bay snatched him up as their third overall pick on November 18. That very same day, the Phils swapped Kevin Stocker for him. The next spring, Bobby was in right field for the Phils on opening day. He turned in a stellar season. He was a model of consistency. His average stayed above .300 all season long. He finished with a .312 batting average and .409 OBP. He led the Phils in both categories. His .427 average with runners in scoring position was tops in the majors.

  Abreu outdid his ’97 performance the next season. His .335 average was third best in the NL, and the highest Phillie batting average since Tony Gonzalez hit .339 in 1967. Abreu’s .446 OBP was third highest in the NL and the highest Phillie mark since Richie Ashburn’s .449 in 1955.

  After hitting .316 in the 2000 campaign, in 2001 Bobby became the only Phillie ever (and the 25th in major league history) to slam 30 homers and swipe 30 stolen bases in the same year. He reprised the feat in 2004.

  In 2002, Abreu led the NL in doubles. He was only the third Phillie in history to stroke 50 doubles in a single season (Hall of Famers Chuck Klein—1930 and 1932—and Ed Delahanty in 1899 were the others). In 2003, Bobby walked 100 times for the fifth straight season, becoming the first Phillie to do so since Roy Thomas strung six consecutive 100-walk seasons together between 1899 and 1904. Going into 2005, Bobby has now walked 100 times for six consecutive seasons. Only Mike Schmidt and Roy Thomas had more 100-walk seasons. Each had seven. Abreu seems a cinch to claim that Phillie record as well.

  Abreu’s feats and figures on the diamond are impressive. With his 2004 All-Star selection, the guy is finally seen as a big fish in the big major league pond. Curt Schilling is one of Abreu’s peers who admires his talent. “I give the guy immense praise,” Schilling offers. “Bobby has talent, but he takes it beyond that. He’s smart. He plays the game intelligently and he really studies pitchers.”

  Abreu has a human side as well. For Phillie fans who might wonder why he points upward after a home run, Bobby is not mimicking the gesture du jour.

  “I do that for my father,” Abreu reveals. “My father was good to me all my life. He’s not alive now to see me. Every time I cross the plate, I dedicate it to him, to his memory.”

  Bobby has been quietly involving himself in the Delaware Valley community as well. Despite the fact that he returns annually to his native Venezuela to play winter baseball, Bobby lends his name and fame to some worthwhile Philly-area charities. In 2003, he purchased $10,000 worth of tickets to every Friday home game for kids in his “Abreu’s Amigos” program. He was also the Honorary Chairman for the American Red Cross Blood Drive in 2001.
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  In 2003, Bobby walked 100 times for the fifth straight season, becoming the first Phillie to do so since Roy Thomas strung six consecutive 100-walk seasons together between 1899 and 1904.

  Jonathan Daniel/Getty Images
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  Dick Allen batted .300 in each of his first four seasons in Philadelphia and represented the Phils in three All-Star Games.

  Courtesy of the Philadelphia Phillies


  DICK ALLEN

  It’s not often that a rookie almost carries his team to a pennant. Richie Allen (with equivalent support from Johnny Callison) almost led the Phils to a pennant in 1964. Incidentally, a few years after ’64, Richie let it be known that he preferred to be called Dick Allen. He didn’t like the name Richie. Dick Allen didn’t like a lot of things in the baseball world of the early sixties.
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