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                    To Kay and Carl Keister, for giving me the gift of life, to Bill W and Dr.
                        Bob, for giving it back to me, and to Sandy, for making the present a
                        wonderful adventure.
                

            

        

    

About L.A.




Los Angeles, L. A., City of Angels, la-la-land, The Big Orange,
        Lotusland—few cities are as diverse and mystifying as Los Angeles, California.
        It was founded on September 4, 1781, by Spanish governor Felipe de Neve as El Pueblo de
        Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Ángeles de Porciúncula (The Village of Our Lady, the
        Queen of the Angels of the Little Portion). The official name was El Pueblo de la Reina
        de Los Angeles and, as the years ticked on, eventually became known simply as Los
        Angeles. 

Close to four million Angelenos are corralled within five hundred square miles that is
        the City of Los Angeles. However, most people know Los Angeles as a rather amorphous
        blob comprising the City of Los Angeles and bits and pieces of neighboring communities.
        Los Angeles County is over 4,750 square miles and contains over 125
        incorporated and unincorporated communities that, including the City of Los Angeles, are
        home to over 10 million souls. Around 200 of them die every day, about 60,000 in a
        calendar year: 20,000 from heart disease, 55,000 from cancer, 10,500 from accidents
        4,000 from cirrhosis of the liver, and 700 by suicide. All of the dead need to be tended
        to. 

The first formal burials in the Los Angeles area were in small churchyards (known as
        God’s Acre) around Mission San Gabriel Arcángel (established 1771 in San
        Gabriel) and Mission San Fernando Rey de España (established 1797 in San Fernando). The
        area around the Plaza Church at 521 North Main Street is said to have been the principal
        burial ground for Los Angeles from 1826 to 1844. In 1837, the parish priest warned that
        the burial ground was insufficient, and in 1842, Calvary Cemetery was established (it
        was formally designated as the first official cemetery of Los Angeles in 1962). As Los
        Angeles grew, specialty cemeteries sprang up for secret societies like the Freemasons
        and Odd Fellows and for ethnic groups like the Chinese and Jews. The Los Angeles City
        Council outlawed burials within the city in 1879 except for the use of plots already
        purchased. This led to the development of dozens of cemeteries in Los Angeles suburbs. 
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When a cemetery was closed, that did not necessarily mean that all of the bodies were
        exhumed and buried elsewhere. In many cases, streets, buildings, and then parking lots
        were constructed over the area with little regard for what had been there. This often
        resulted in the discovery of human remains when there was an excavation where a cemetery
        had been. However, there are dozens of cemeteries that are well known and are well
        tended. Others have not fared so well. A complete list of all cemeteries in Los Angeles
        County is found in the last chapter. 

Nowadays, some of the dead are buried in the county cemetery, others are cremated and
        scattered, but the majority are interred in the dozens of cemeteries that dot the
        landscape. Although most modern burials are marked with rather pedestrian flat markers,
        there is still much to see in Los Angeles cemeteries. Architecture and art abound. Who
        knows? You may even run into one of your favorite celebrities. Better yet, unlike most
        entertainment and exploration options in modern-day America—it’s all
        free! Pack a lunch, a map or a GPS device, and a copy of Forever
            L.A. You’ll be rewarded with a whole new perspective on art,
        architecture, symbolism, and stargazing. Indeed, where else can you easily get within
        six feet of your favorite celebrity?
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www.forestlawn.com/ 

            
Maps in office 

            With all due respect, Forest Lawn (and Forest Lawn–Glendale in particular) is the
                Disneyland of cemeteries. It’s only fitting that it is in Los Angeles, which is one
                of the bastions of artifice, thanks to the film industry. The immaculate grounds,
                spic-and-span monuments, and informative exhibits almost make one forget that there
                are over a quarter million bodies reposing underground and in mausoleums. Forest
                Lawn was famously skewered in Evelyn’s Waugh’s darkly comedic novel 
                    The Loved One
                 (1948) and later in a movie of the same name (1965), with a cast of some of
                Hollywood’s finest stars, including Jonathan Winters playing the dual role of an
                owner of a Forest Lawn–like cemetery (Whispering Glades) and his hapless twin
                brother who operates a pet cemetery (Happier Hunting Grounds). In truth, Forest Lawn
                established a trend in making the modern-day memorial park a place that softens the
                impact of death. 

            
                [image: Forest Lawn Memorial Park–Glendale]
                
                    The Mystery of Life

                

            

            Forest Lawn began simply enough in 1906 as a 55-acre nonprofit, nonsectarian cemetery
                founded by a group of San Francisco businessmen. The landscaping and funerary
                architecture and monuments were in keeping with the garden/rural cemetery esthetic
                of winding roads, lush landscaping, and a hodgepodge of individualized monuments. In
                1912, Hubert Eaton and C. B. Sims (who had developed the idea of selling “pre-need”
                cemetery plots) purchased the cemetery, and by 1917, Eaton took over its management.
                Eaton had no cemetery experience, but he was a businessman with an entrepreneurial
                spirit. Previously, he had been involved in a number of business ventures, most
                notably as a developer of mining property in Nevada. After Eaton took over Forest
                Lawn Cemetery (which he soon renamed Forest Lawn Memorial Park), he implemented his
                idea of designing a cemetery where all of the markers were at ground level and is
                thus credited with establishing the “memorial park.” He felt that most other
                cemeteries were too haphazard and depressing, especially when the monuments aged and
                became tarnished and tilted. Although Forest Lawn does not have many upright grave
                markers (the ones it does have are leftovers from the original cemetery), it does
                have a smattering of gleaming private mausoleums and flawless statuary.

            Much of the Forest Lawn aesthetic has little or nothing to do with death. Like all
                cemeteries, Forest Lawn has a definite religious aspect with lots of fluttering
                angels and evocatively hopeful statuary, but the most interesting aspects of Forest
                Lawn–Glendale are its tributes to great artists and architecture. There are exact
                replicas of Michelangelo’s 
                    David, Moses,
                 and 
                    La Pietà; 
                an enormous stained glass re-creation of da Vinci’s 
                    Last Supper;
                 and a museum chock-full of rare paintings, coins, jewelry, sculpture, and
                stained glass. And for the thrifty traveler, it’s all free. Modern-day travelers may
                find it hard to believe, but before the official opening of Disneyland in 1955,
                Forest Lawn was the #1 tourist destination in the Los Angeles area. 
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                    Prior to the opening of Disneyland, Forest Lawn–Glendale was the #1 tourist
                        attraction in the Los Angeles area. A number of postcard views were
                        produced, which were gobbled up by visitors. 

                

            

            
Entrance Gates 
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            This postcard view illustrates the English Renaissance–style entrance gates to the
                300-acre cemetery. The gates, which are 25 feet high and built in seven sections,
                are the largest wrought-iron gates in the world. 
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Wee Kirk o’ the Heather 
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            One of the most popular Los Angeles postcards in the 1950s was a depiction of the Wee
                Kirk o’ the Heather chapel, which is nestled in a hillside on Cathedral Drive. The
                diminutive stone chapel, built in 1929, is modeled after the village church in
                Glencairn, Scotland, that was attended by Annie Laurie of Scottish lore. The chapel,
                which seats 85, is very popular with couples looking for an unusual (and economical)
                venue in which to say their wedding vows. Indeed, Ronald Reagan and Jane Wyman were
                married there on January 6, 1940. 
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Church of the Recessional 
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            This replica church, across from the Hall of The Crucifixion–Resurrection, was
                modeled after Rudyard Kipling’s home church in Rottingdean, England; the name was
                inspired by his poem “Recessional”: 

            
                [image: Forest Lawn Memorial Park–Glendale]
            

            
                
                    God of our fathers, known of old— 

                    Lord of our far-flung battle line 

                    Beneath whose awful hand we hold 

                    Dominion over palm and pine— 

                    Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 

                    Lest we forget—lest we forget! 

                     

                    The tumult and the shouting dies; 

                    The captains and the kings depart: 

                    Still stands Thine ancient sacrifice, 

                    An humble and a contrite heart. 

                    Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 

                    Lest we forget—lest we forget! 

                     

                    Far-called, our navies melt away; 

                    On dune and headland sinks the fire: 

                    Lo, all our pomp of yesterday 

                    Is one with Nineveh and Tyre! 

                    Judge of the Nations, spare us yet, 

                    Lest we forget—lest we forget! 

                     

                    If, drunk with sight of power, we loose 

                    Wild tongues that have not Thee in awe— 

                    Such boasting as the Gentiles use 

                    Or lesser breeds without the law— 

                    Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, 

                    Lest we forget—lest we forget! 

                     

                    For heathen heart that puts her trust 

                    In reeking tube and iron shard— 

                    All valiant dust that builds on dust, 

                    And guarding, calls not Thee to guard— 

                    For frantic boast and foolish word, 

                    Thy mercy on Thy people, Lord! 

                

            

            
The Little Church of the Flowers 
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            The Little Church of the Flowers, dedicated in 1918, was the first replica church
                built at Forest Lawn. It was modeled after a church in the village of Stoke Poges,
                Buckinghamshire, England, where famed English poet Thomas Gray (1716–1771) wrote
                “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard.” The last section, The Epitaph, of the
                128-line poem reads as follows: 
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                    Here rests his head upon the lap of Earth 

                    A youth to Fortune and to Fame unknown. 

                    Fair Science frown’d not on his humble birth, 

                    And Melancholy mark’d him for her own. 

                     

                    Large was his bounty, and his soul sincere, 

                    Heav’n did a recompense as largely send: 

                    He gave to Mis’ry all he had, a tear, 

                    He gain’d from Heav’n (’twas all he wish’d) a friend. 

                     

                    No farther seek his merits to disclose, 

                    Or draw his frailties from their dread abode, 

                    (There they alike in trembling hope repose) 

                    The bosom of his Father and his God.

                

            

            In unpoetic language, The Epitaph can be summarized in the following way: Here lies a
                humble and common man who was not blessed with fame, fortune, or education. He had
                his ups, his downs, and was generous and sensitive to the needs of others. No need
                to know more about him. He was judged and now resides in heaven. 

            
Hall of the
                Crucifixion–Resurrection 
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                     34 07 41 N 118 14 44 W (auditorium housing Jan Styka’s painting)
                    
                
            

            At the top of the hill stands the Hall of the Crucifixion–Resurrection and an
                adjacent museum and gift shop. The main purpose for the hall and the huge parking
                lot to accommodate tour buses is for the display of two enormous paintings. 
                    The Crucifixion
                 is said to be the largest framed and mounted canvas painting in the world.
                At 195 feet long and 45 feet high, it is twice the size of a basketball court. In
                1894, Polish statesman Ignacy Padrewski commissioned Polish painter Jan Styka to
                execute a painting titled 
                    Golgotha
                 (the Aramaic name for the site of the Crucifixion). Styka journeyed to
                Jerusalem to make preliminary drawings and stopped on the way back to Poland to have
                the project blessed by Pope Leo XIII. The enormous painting made its debut in Warsaw
                in June 1897 and then toured Europe before being packed up and sent to America,
                where it was to be featured at the 1904 Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St. Louis.
                Apparently it never made it to the Exposition since no suitable building could be
                found, and Styka’s American partners neglected to pay the customs taxes. The
                painting was rolled up on a telephone pole and ended up in the basement of the
                Chicago Civic Opera Company. It was there that Forest Lawn founder Hubert Eaton
                found it. The badly damaged painting was restored with the help of Jan Styka’s son,
                Adam Styka. A more extensive restoration occurred during 2005–2006 as part of Forest
                Lawn’s 100th anniversary celebration. 

            
                    The Crucifixion
                 shares space with 
                    The Resurrection, 
                completed in 1965 by American painter Robert Clark. That painting is a mere
                70 by 51 feet. 

            
                [image: Forest Lawn Memorial Park–Glendale]
            

            
                [image: Forest Lawn Memorial Park–Glendale]
                
                    A postcard view of the auditorium that houses Jan Styka’s painting 

                

            

            
Gates of Paradise Florence, Italy 
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                    Gates of Paradise, Florence, Italy

                

            

            
Museum and Gift Shop 
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            Next to the Hall of the Crucifixion–Resurrection is a museum and store. The museum
                has a permanent collection and a series of changing exhibitions. The permanent
                collection features items that founder Hubert Eaton collected in his travels and a
                replica of the doors, known as the Gates of Paradise, from the Battistero di San
                Giovanni (Baptistery of St. John) in Florence, Italy. 
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Arcade, Campo Santo, Genoa, Italy 
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                    Arcade, Campo Santo, Genoa, Italy

                

            

            
The Great Mausoleum 

            
                
                    [image: Forest Lawn Memorial Park–Glendale]
                
                
                     34 07 21 N 118 14 54 W 
                
            

            The architectural inspiration for Forest Lawn’s Great Mausoleum comes from the Campo
                Santo in Genoa, Italy, According to Forest Lawn, the Great Mausoleum has been called
                the “New World’s Westminster Abbey” by 
                    Time
                 magazine. Inside the Great Mausoleum are some of Hollywood’s greatest (and
                most private stars). Their privacy is still guarded long after their deaths, since
                access to their crypts is severely limited. The Memorial Court of Honor, which
                contains reproductions of some of Michelangelo’s most recognized works, is somewhat
                reminiscent of the galleries at Campo Santo except that the galleries of Campo Santo
                have a much more obvious mortality theme. 
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                    The Builder’s Creed 
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                    (in front of the Great Mausoleum) 
                
            

            Forest Lawn developer Hubert Eaton referred to himself as “The Builder.” Eaton’s
                manifesto, 
                    The Builder’s Creed
                , which explains the design aesthetic of Forest Lawn, was penned by Eaton on
                January 1, 1917. It is on the exterior wall of the Great Mausoleum. The Builder’s
                Creed says, in part, “I shall try to build at Forest Lawn a great park, devoid of
                misshapen monuments and other customary signs of earthly death, but filled with
                towering trees, sweeping lawns, splashing fountains, singing birds, beautiful
                statuary, cheerful flowers, noble memorial architecture with interiors full of light
                and color, and redolent of the world’s best history and romances.” No visitor to
                Forest Lawn will doubt that Eaton fulfilled his promise. 
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                    The Last Supper
                
            

            This stained glass interpretation of Leonardo da Vinci’s 
                    Last Supper
                 was crafted in Italy by Rosa Caselli Moretti, using Leonardo’s original
                sketches. When the Last Supper window was created, it was rightly billed by Forest
                Lawn as more evocative than the original since the original, which is painted on the
                walls of the Convent of Santa Maria del Grazie in Milan, Italy, had faded and flaked
                away. A major and somewhat controversial renovation of the original was completed in
                1999. Forest Lawn’s stained glass re-creation is covered by drapes, but it is
                displayed every half-hour, from 9:30 a.m. through 4:00 p.m., 365 days a year. The
                drapes are automatically drawn and a narration complete with music tells the story
                of the construction of the Last Supper window. 
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The Memorial Court of Honor 
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            The Memorial Court of Honor is Forest Lawn’s answer to Westminster Abbey. It is lined
                with reproductions of sculptures of Michelangelo’s 
                    Twilight and Dawn 
                and
                     Night and Day 
                (both originals in the Medici Chapel in Florence, Italy), 
                    La Pietà
                 (original in the Vatican), 
                    Madonna of Bruges
                 (original in the Cathedral of the Holy Savior in Bruges, Belgium), and 
                    Madonna and Child
                 (original also in the Medici Chapel in Florence). Like Westminster Abbey,
                the Memorial Court of Honor contains the remains of notable citizens. However in the
                case of Forest Lawn, their notability is determined by the Forest Lawn Council of
                Regents. Among those spending eternity there are sculptor Gutzon Borglum
                (1871–1941), most noted for his plus-size granite carving of four United States
                presidents at Mount Rushmore; Nobel Prize–winning physicist Robert Andrews Millikan
                (1896–1953); composer Carrie Jacobs-Bond (1862–1946), who wrote “I Love You Truly”;
                and Jan Styka (1858–1925) who painted 
                    The Crucifixion, 
                which resides in Forest Lawn’s Hall of the Crucifixion–Resurrection. 
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                    David
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            A reproduction of Michelangelo’s 
                    David
                 stands 16 feet 9 inches tall and was carved from brilliant white Carrara
                marble. The Forest Lawn version originally had a fig leaf in the usual place. Forest
                Lawn says that founder Hubert Eaton wanted the David statue to be sans fig leaf, but
                he was overruled by the “Victorian influenced art committee.” The current leafless
                version was installed in 1971 after the original was destroyed in an earthquake. The
                sculpture stands on a four-foot pedestal in the Court of David. 
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                    The Mystery of Life
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            This gleaming marble statuary group was carved for Forest Lawn by Ernesto Gazzeri.
                Another copy is in Forest Lawn–Cypress in Cypress, California. It depicts the
                meaning of life as interpreted by 18 life-sized figures, from youth to old age to
                the clueless agnostic. A legend guides the viewer through the various mysteries of
                life. 
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                    The Mystery of Life (detail)

                

            

            
                
                
                    The Finding of Moses
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            Down the hill from the Wee Kirk o’ the Heather is a fountain with a sculpture of
                    
                    The Finding of Moses.
                 The original, which is a representation of Pharaoh’s daughter finding Moses
                in the bulrushes, is at the Pincio Gardens in Rome. 
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                    The Finding of Moses

                

            

            
Court of Freedom—
                    The Republic
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                    The Republic
                 is an 18-foot-high (24 feet with base) sculpture crafted in bronze and
                marble by Daniel Chester French (April 20, 1850–October 7, 1931). French’s first
                    
                    Republic
                 was the colossal centerpiece of 1893s World’s Columbian Exposition in
                Chicago. Another version similar to Forest Lawn’s is in Chicago. French is best
                known as the sculptor of the 
                    Lincoln Memorial
                 in Washington, D.C. 
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Court of Freedom—
                    George Washington
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            Across from 
                    The Republic
                 is a sculpture titled 
                    George Washington
                 by John Quincy Adams Ward. According to Forest Lawn, it is the finest
                sculptural likeness of Washington. It was originally commissioned by Congress for
                the Capitol, but due to a bureaucratic mix-up, the appropriation was never made, so
                Forest Lawn obtained it. The sculpture is fronted by seven links of a chain that was
                strung across the Hudson River in New York to prevent British warships from
                attacking the river forts. Each link in the chain, which was originally 1,800 feet
                long, weighs 350 pounds. 
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Court of Freedom—
                    The Signing of the Declaration of Independence
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                    The Signing of the Declaration of Independence
                 is a mosaic reproduction of the famous painting by John Trumbull in the
                Capitol rotunda in Washington, D.C. Composed of 700,000 pieces of Venetian glass
                tile, it is three times the size of the 12 x 18-foot oil-on-canvas original that is
                titled 
                    Declaration of Independence,
                 often mistakenly called 
                    The Signing of the Declaration of Independence.
                 It only shows the presentation of the draft, not the signing. Forest Lawn
                also mistakenly calls it 
                    The Signing of the Declaration of Independence
                 in its materials. 
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Freedom Mausoleum 
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            The other community mausoleum in Forest Lawn–Glendale is the blue-granite-pillared
                patriotic-themed Freedom Mausoleum. A number of celebrities reside inside. Although
                red velvet ropes discourage access to some of the galleries, many of the crypts can
                be easily seen with a bit of neck-craning. 
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Labyrinth Chartres, France 
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Labyrinth 
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            Located down the hill and to the right of the Freedom Mausoleum is the Labyrinth,
                which is modeled after one located in the cathedral at Chartres, France. The
                labyrinth at Chartres, was built around 1200 in a medieval pattern. The labyrinth
                was meant to be walked as a kind of a pilgrimage or for repentance. When used for
                repentance, pilgrims often walk on their knees. 
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Lullabyland 
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Babyland 
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            Capping off the Disney-esque ethos is the fairytale-themed Lullabyland; Babyland is
                nearby. “Lullabyland” verses, penned by noted cowboy poet E. A. Brininstool, are
                carved on a plaque there. 
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                    You strain your ears to catch a note 

                    That drifts in cadence soft and low, 

                    From out the Heaven Land remote, 

                    Where all the little children go. 

                     

                    And often in your dreams you hear 

                    In echoes gently, sweetly flung, 

                    Some simple song, in accents clear, 

                    Your little one has often sung. 

                     

                    And so from out the Shadow-Shore, 

                    God hands to you the golden key, 

                    With which you may unlock the door 

                    Of sacred, hallowed memory. 

                     

                    And from within, a smiling face 

                    Before your eager vision stands, 

                    And you may feel the glad embrace 

                    Of dimpled, loving baby hands. 

                

            

            
Notable Residents 

            The list of notable permanent residents of Forest Lawn is encyclopedic. There are
                literally hundreds, and we can only list a few here. For an exhaustive and
                ever-expanding list, go to the excellent database maintained at findagrave.com. 

            
Casey Stengel 
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            Casey Stengel was the colorful and irascible manager of the New York Yankees and the
                New York Mets. Although he steered the Yankees through a number of American League
                titles and World Series victories, he is perhaps best remembered as one of the early
                managers of the hapless New York Mets. Commenting on the 1962 team, he said, “The
                Mets have shown me more ways to lose than I even knew existed.” 
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Nat “King” Cole 

            
                
                    March 17, 1919–February 15, 1965 
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                    Freedom Mausoleum, Sanctuary of Heritage 
                
            

            Nat “King” Cole (Nathaniel Adams Coles) first came to prominence as a leading jazz
                pianist. Although an accomplished pianist, he owes most of his popular musical fame
                to his soft baritone voice, which he used to perform in big band and jazz genres.
                Despite the segregationist policies at the time, he broke many color barriers, most
                notably when, on November 5, 1956, 
                    The Nat King Cole Show
                 became the first mainstream television program hosted by an
                African-American. He is the father of Natalie Cole. 
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Francis X. Bushman 

            
                
                    January 10, 1883–August 23, 1966 
                
            

            
                
                    [image: Forest Lawn Memorial Park–Glendale]
                
                
                     34 07 20 N 118 14 04 W (mausoleum entrance) 
                
            

            
                
                    Freedom Mausoleum, Sanctuary of Gratitude 
                
            

            Robustly fit and handsome, Francis Xavier Bushman appeared in over 200 films plus
                stage and television performances. He was named the “Handsomest Man in the World,”
                thanks to his roles in manly films like 
                    Ben-Hur
                 (1925) and an aggressive public relations agent. 
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Jean Hersholt 

            
                
                    July 12, 1886–June 2, 1956 
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                     34 07 22 N 118 14 53 W (across from the courtyard of the Great
                        Mausoleum) 
                
            

            Danish-born actor Jean Hersholt appeared in 140 films (75 silent; 65 sound). He
                usually played sympathetic roles, best typified as Shirley Temple’s kindly
                grandfather in 
                    Heidi
                 (1937). In 1939, Hersholt helped found the Motion Picture Relief Fund. To
                honor that accomplishment, The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (Academy
                Awards) established the Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award in 1956. Hersholt’s
                memorial is a bronze figure of Klods Hans (Clumsy Hans), a character from a Hans
                Christian Andersen fairy tale. 
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Michael Jackson 

            
                
                    August 29, 1958–June 25, 2009 
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                    Great Mausoleum, Holly Terrace (locked Area) 
                
            

            Michael Jackson was born in Gary, Indiana, to Joseph Walker Jackson and Katherine
                Esther Scruse Jackson. When Michael was eight years old, he joined his four
                brothers—Jermaine, Jackie, Marlon, and Tito—to form The Jackson 5. The group was an
                immediate success. Michael Jackson’s 1982 breakthrough solo album 
                    Thriller
                 is the all-time best-selling album worldwide. His untimely death rocked the
                whole world and was the subject of media conversation for many months. He was laid
                to rest on September 3, 2009, more than two months after his death. 
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Alan Ladd 

            
                
                    September 3, 1913–January 29, 1964 
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                    Freedom Mausoleum, Sanctuary of Heritage 
                
            

            Alan Walbridge Ladd was the actor best remembered for his 1953 role of a gunfighter
                named Shane in the western movie of the same name. He appeared in over ninety
                feature films. His last film was 
                    The Carpetbaggers
                 (1964). 
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Aimee Semple McPherson 

            
                
                    October 9, 1890 d. September 27, 1944 
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                    Sunrise Slope (low marble exedra-like monument near the Great Mausoleum)
                    
                
            

            Flamboyant evangelical preacher Aimee Semple McPherson has one of the more
                ostentatious monuments at Forest Lawn. The thrice-married McPherson was one of the
                pioneers of over-the-top ministries. She conducted services complete with bands,
                huge choirs, and theatrics. She was a glutton for publicity and was said to have
                faked her own death as a publicity stunt. She died for good after overdosing on
                Seconal. Over 60,000 attended her funeral. 

            
                [image: Forest Lawn Memorial Park–Glendale]
            

            
George Burns and Gracie Allen 

            
                
                    
                        See
                            entry in Reprised in Repose chapter.
                    
                
            

            
Joe Cobb (Fat Kid in Our Gang) 

            
                
                    
                        See
                            entry in Reprised in Repose chapter.
                    
                
            

            
Larry Fine (Larry of The Three
                Stooges) 

            
                
                    
                        See entry in
                            Reprised in Repose chapter.
                    
                
            

            
Mary Pickford 

            
                
                    
                        See entry in
                            Reprised in Repose chapter.
                    
                
            

            
Spencer Tracy 

            
                
                    
                        See entry in Reprised in
                            Repose chapter.
                    
                
            

            
Joe E. Brown 

            
                
                    
                        See entry in Reprised in Repose
                            chapter.
                    
                
            

            
Maxene Anglyn Andrews 

            
                
                    January 3, 1918–October 21, 1995 
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                    Great Mausoleum, Columbarium of Memory (niche 20390) 
                
            

            Maxene Andrews and her sisters, Laverne and Patty, formed the singing trio The
                Andrews Sisters, which was enormously popular during World War II. They were known
                as America’s Wartime Sweethearts. Two of their best-known songs are 
                    Beat Me Daddy, Eight to the Bar
                 and 
                    Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy
                . As a group, the Andrews Sisters sold between 75 and 100 million records. 

            
Humphrey Bogart 

            
                
                    December 25, 1899–January 14, 1957 
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                     34 07 38 N 118 14 31 W 
                
            

            
                
                    Garden of Memory, Columbarium of Eternal Light (locked area) 
                
            

            Humphrey DeForest Bogart starred in a number of classic films, including 
                    The Maltese Falcon
                 (1941), 
                    Casablanca
                 (1942), and 
                    To Have and Have Not
                 (1944). He won a Best Actor Academy Award for 
                    The African Queen
                 (1951). The American Film Institute considers Bogart the Greatest American
                Male Screen Legend of all time. He married starlet Lauren Bacall in 1945, when he
                was 46 and she was 21. 

            
Clara Bow 

            
                
                    July 29, 1905–September 27, 1965 
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                    Freedom Mausoleum, Sanctuary of Heritage 
                
            

            Clara Gordon Bow was one of Hollywood’s first sex symbols. She was vaulted to fame in
                the silent film era of the 1920s. Despite of (or because of) an abusive childhood,
                she blossomed on the screen. Her raw sexual magnetism and high-spirited personality
                gave her the title of “The It Girl.” She also became known as the quintessential
                flapper. Her abusive childhood eventually caught up with her, and memories came
                flooding back. Electroshock and psychotherapy helped little, and she was under
                constant care during the last few years of her life. 

            
William Boyd 

            
                
                    June 5, 1895–September 12, 1972 
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                    Great Mausoleum, Sanctuary of Sacred Promise 
                
            

            William Lawrence Boyd is best known for his role as cowboy hero Hopalong Cassidy. In
                1935, he starred in the movie 
                    Hopalong Cassidy.
                 He turned the character into the classic western good guy with strong moral
                values who didn’t smoke, drink, or cuss, and never started a fight. In all, Boyd
                starred in 66 Hopalong Cassidy movies, eventually purchasing rights to the Hopalong
                Cassidy character as well as the movies. Boyd was quite adept at marketing Hopalong
                Cassidy and his image-emblazoned watches, comic books, mugs, and clothing. The
                Hopalong Cassidy lunchbox was the first one created with a celebrity decal. Boyd’s
                horse Topper is interred at the Los Angeles Pet Memorial Park in Calabasas (see entry in the Los
                    Angeles Pet Memorial Park chapter). 

            
Sam Cooke 

            
                
                    January 22, 1931–December 11, 1964 
                
            

            
                
                    [image: Forest Lawn Memorial Park–Glendale]
                
                
                     34 07 34 N 118 14 27 W Garden of Honor (locked private area) 
                
            

            Samuel Cooke was a gospel, R&B, soul, and pop singer, a songwriter, and an
                entrepreneur. In his brief career, which spanned from 1957 to 1965, he had 29 Top 40
                hits, including 
                    You Send Me, Chain Gang, Wonderful World, Another Saturday Night,
                 and 
                    Bring It on Home to Me.
                 His best-crafted song, 
                    A Change Is Gonna Come,
                 was released posthumously. Sam Cooke was shot to death by a motel clerk
                following an altercation. The death was ruled justifiable homicide, but like many
                cases where a celebrity dies young, the actual circumstances remain controversial. 

            
Sammy Davis Jr. 

            
                
                    December 8, 1925–May 16, 1990 
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            Samuel George Davis Jr. was a multitalented dancer, singer, instrumentalist,
                impressionist, and comedian. He won a posthumous Lifetime Achievement Grammy (2001),
                was posthumously inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame in 2002 for his 1962 song
                    
                    What Kind of Fool Am I
                , won an Emmy for 
                    Sammy Davis Jr.’s 60th Anniversary Special
                 (1990), and received a Kennedy Center Honor in 1987. Davis broke many racial
                barriers, most notably as a member of the 1960s Rat Pack. 

            
Walter Elias Disney 

            
                
                    December 5, 1901–December 15, 1966 
                
            

            
                
                    [image: Forest Lawn Memorial Park–Glendale]
                
                
                     34 07 20 N 118 14 05 W 
                
            

            
                
                    Freedom Mausoleum (small private garden to the left of the entrance)
                    
                
            

            Walt Disney created the “Happiest Place on Earth”: Disneyland. There is perhaps no
                place more associated with the California Dream than this world-famous amusement
                park. He won multiple Academy Awards, Emmys, and other honors as a film producer,
                director, screenwriter, voice actor, animator, entrepreneur, and philanthropist. The
                Walt Disney Company, the corporation he co-founded with his brother, Roy Disney, has
                annual revenues of approximately $35 billion. 
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Ralph Edwards 

            
                
                    June 13, 1913–November 16, 2005 
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            Ralph Edwards was a game show host and producer. He created and hosted the game show
                    
                    Truth or Consequences
                , which first aired on the radio in 1940 and then transitioned to television.
                The radio and television versions ran for a combined 38 years. He is also well
                remembered for creating and hosting the program 
                    This is Your Life,
                 which ran on the radio from 1948 to 1952 and on television from 1952 to
                1961. He helped develop the television programs 
                    The Cross-Wits, About Faces, Knockout, Name that Tune,
                 and 
                    The People’s Court
                . 

            
W. C. Fields 

            
                
                    January 29, 1880–December 25, 1946 
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                    Great Mausoleum, Hall of Inspiration, Columbarium of Nativity 
                
            

            Young W. C. Fields (William Claude Dunkenfield) left his Pennsylvania home at age 11
                to find his success in vaudeville. By age 21, he put together an act called The
                Eccentric Juggler. He changed his name to Fields because it was shorter and easier
                to pronounce. He soon found his way into movies, where he truly hit his stride. His
                character was a hapless drunken huckster, and he did it well. Unfortunately, the
                drunken part followed him into real life. Despite his voluminous consumption of
                spirits, he starred in a number of enormously successful shorts and movies,
                including 
                    The Golf Specialist
                 (1930), 
                    My Little Chickadee
                 (1940), 
                    The Bank Dick
                 (1940), and 
                    Never Give a Sucker an Honest Break
                 (1941). 

            
Errol Flynn 

            
                
                    June 20, 1909–October 14, 1959 
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                    Garden of Everlasting Peace (located under a statue of a woman)
                    
                
            

            Errol Leslie Thomson Flynn, an Australian-born actor, was most famous for his
                romantic swashbuckler roles in a series of films, including 
                    Captain Blood
                 (1935), 
                    The Adventures of Robin Hood
                 (1938), and 
                    The Adventures of Don Juan
                 (1948). He appeared in 62 films from 
                    In the Wake of the Bounty
                 (1933) to 
                    Cuban Rebel Girls
                 (1959). His devil-may-care lifestyle, which included the liberal use of
                alcohol and narcotics, womanizing, and brawling no doubt led to his premature demise
                from a massive heart attack. His exploits with women supposedly resulted in the
                phrase “in like Flynn.” 

            
Clark Gable 

            
                
                    February 1, 1901–November 16, 1960 
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                    Great Mausoleum, Sanctuary of Trust 
                
            

            In his heyday, William Clark Gable was nicknamed “The King of Hollywood.” He is best
                known for his portrayal of Rhett Butler in the 1939 Civil War epic film 
                    Gone with the Wind
                . In 1999, the American Film Institute named him number seven on the list of
                Greatest Male Stars of All Time. He won the Academy Award for Best Actor for his
                performance in 
                    It Happened One Night
                 (1934). In total, he appeared in 67 feature films, from 
                    The Painted Desert
                 in 1931 to 
                    The Misfits
                 (which was also Marilyn Monroe’s last film) in 1961, released after Gable’s
                death. 

            
Jean Harlow 

            
                
                    March 3, 1911–June 7, 1937 
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                    Great Mausoleum, Sanctuary of Benediction (private family room #34,
                        crypt B) 
                
            

            Jean Harlow (Harlean Harlow Carpenter) was Hollywood’s best-known sex symbol of the
                1930s. She was known as the “Platinum Blonde” and the “Blonde Bombshell,” due to her
                famous bleached locks and stunning beauty. She appeared as an uncredited extra in a
                number of films in 1928 and 1929, then burst to stardom in the 1930 film 
                    Hell’s Angels,
                 where she uttered the now famous line “Would you be shocked if I changed
                into something more comfortable?” When Harlow signed on with MGM, her career soared,
                and any film she appeared in was a guaranteed moneymaker. Alas, she suffered from
                kidney disease and ultimately died of renal failure when she was only 26 years old.
                Her funeral took place at the Wee Kirk o’ the Heather Chapel. It was rumored that
                William Powell paid for her $25,000 private room in the Great Mausoleum. 

            
Louis L’Amour 

            
                
                    March 22, 1908–June 10, 1988 
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                    Great Mausoleum (just outside the entrance) 
                
            

            Louis L’Amour (LaMoure) was one of America’s most prolific Western fiction writers.
                He penned over 100 novels, many of which were in series format. They have sold over
                225 million copies and have been translated into dozens of languages. His first
                novel was 
                    Westward the Tide,
                 published in 1950. His last was 
                    The Haunted Mesa,
                 published in 1987. L’Amour also wrote scripts for movies and television. In
                1982, he won the Congressional Gold Medal; then in 1984, President Ronald Reagan
                awarded him the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
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Carole Lombard 

            
                
                    October 6, 1908–January 16, 1942 
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                    Great Mausoleum, Sanctuary of Trust 
                
            

            Carole Lombard (Jane Alice Peters) made her film debut in the 1921 film 
                    A Perfect Crime,
                 where she was cast as a tomboy. She soon blossomed, and her good looks
                secured her a number of eye-appeal roles meant largely to bolster the careers of her
                leading men. She found success of her own in the mid-1930s when she was cast in the
                1934 film 
                    Twentieth Century
                 opposite John Barrymore, and in 1935 in 
                    Hands Across the Table
                 opposite Fred MacMurray. Her most well known role was in the 1936 film 
                    My Man Godfrey,
                 where she was nominated for a Best Actress Academy Award. After a failed
                marriage to William Powell, she wed Clark Gable in 1939. Lombard died tragically in
                an airplane accident while on a war bond tour. She is listed as number 23 on the
                American Film Institute’s list of Greatest Female Screen Legends, just after Jean
                Harlow (Katherine Hepburn is number 1). 

            
Tom Mix 

            
                
                    January 6, 1880–October 12, 1940 
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                    Whispering Pines (lot 1030, space 8, at the top of the hill) 
                
            

            Tom Mix (Thomas Hezikiah Mix) was one of the silent film era’s first stars, and he
                was known as the “King of the Cowboys.” Mix got his start as a supporting cast
                member and cattle wrangler for the Selig Polyscope Company and soon found himself in
                leading roles. He made over 100 short films for Selig, most of which were shot in
                New Mexico, before moving to Fox Film Corporation in Los Angeles. While at Fox, he
                made more than 160 cowboy films, and his salary skyrocketed to $17,500 a week.
                During his career, he made over 300 movies before retiring to perform in circuses
                and other exhibitions. When USC football player John Wayne got injured and was
                unable to play, Mix got Wayne a job as a prop man at Fox Studios. 

            
Clayton Moore 

            
                
                    September 14, 1914–December 28, 1999 
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            Handsome lantern-jawed Jack Carlton Moore was a circus acrobat and male model in his
                youth. Producer Edward Small convinced him to change his name to Clayton. His big
                break came in 1949 when he was spotted on the movie 
                    Ghost of Zorro
                 and was asked to try out as the lead in the television version of 
                    The Lone Ranger;
                 it was already a successful radio program, but the producers needed someone
                with Moore’s physique for the television version. With the addition of Jay
                Silverheels as Tonto and voice lessons to lower Moore’s baritone even more, 
                    The Lone Ranger
                 became a hit. With one break during a contract dispute, Moore played the
                Lone Ranger until the series ended in 1956. However, he never really quit playing
                the Lone Ranger. For over 40 years, he continued to wear the Lone Ranger outfit to
                hundreds of events, despite a lawsuit by the owner of the Lone Ranger image. Moore
                became the Lone Ranger, saying he had “fallen in love with the Lone Ranger
                character” and lived by the Lone Ranger’s creed. 
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Alfred Newman 

            
                
                    March 17, 1901–February 17, 1970 
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                    Great Mausoleum, Sanctuary of Eternal Prayer 
                
            

            Alfred Newman was a music prodigy who began studying piano at age 5. By age 20, he
                was conducting musicals for George Gershwin, Richard Rodgers, and Jerome Kern.
                Hollywood beckoned, and at age 31, he wrote the music for Samuel Goldwyn’s movie
                    
                    Street Scene
                . Newman worked constantly for the next four decades, receiving 45 Academy
                Award nominations and winning nine times. His first win was in 1938 for 
                    Alexander’s Ragtime Band.
                 His last was for 
                    Camelot
                 in 1967. In the 1940s, comedian Henry Morgan featured a character on his
                radio program named Alfred Newman, which borrowed composer Newman’s name. A satire
                magazine publisher liked the name and slightly changed the spelling to Alfred E.
                Neuman, which became the mascot for 
                    Mad
                 magazine. 

            
Jimmy Stewart 

            
                
                    May 20, 1908–July 2, 1997 
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                    Wee Kirk Churchyard (space 2, lot 8, near the statue of a man holding an
                        arrow) 
                
            

            Actor James Maitland Stewart is best known for his self-effacing everyman persona. He
                was nominated for Academy Awards five times, won the Best Actor Award for 
                    The Philadelphia Story
                 in 1941, and received a Lifetime Achievement Award in 1985. Stewart’s career
                never really faltered—from an uncredited role in the 1934 film 
                    Art Trouble
                 to his 100th film, 
                    An American Tail: Fievel Goes West
                 (1991), where he did the voice for the Sheriff Wylie Burp character.
                American Film Institute considers James Stewart the third Greatest American Male
                Screen Legend after Humphrey Bogart and Cary Grant. Stewart also had a distinguished
                military career, serving in World War II and then rising to the rank of Brigadier
                General in the United States Air Force Reserve.
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