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For Josh and Taylor, who are far more creative and artistic than I could ever hope to be.
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Introduction
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Welcome to the amazing world of terrariums!

I imagined myself as kind of a ringmaster when I typed that. Top hat on, arms held wide, maybe a classy and dramatic accent of some kind.

Truthfully, I’m sitting cross-legged in my car, waiting for my kids to get out of school and trying to think of something to say that won’t make me sound like a Martha Stewart clone. I’m no domestic goddess, I assure you.

What am I? A mom with a busy writing career who loves to make things. I don’t always succeed, but I love to try.

The first time I made a terrarium, I was a Girl Scout. It was one of the activities our Scout leader planned and I fell in love with how beautiful the plants looked—a little garden tucked away behind glass that I could hold in my hands while winter was gearing up around me. We were given some pretty basic supplies and left to our own devices. Mine came out looking a little less than perfect, but that was okay. It was perfect to me. I had made my own terrarium!

Fast forward more years than I care to admit, and I’m browsing for books at the library. I found some stunning books on planters and terrariums but none of them were as basic and simple as I was looking for. In fact, some of them were so incredibly advanced that there was no way I could hope to recreate their designs. Believe me. I tried.

So when I got the chance to write a book about terrariums, I decided to keep it simple. Instead of talking to you like you’re an expert and have a vast understanding of plants, you’ll find that I chose a very honest approach—I couldn’t even identify some of the plants I used in these projects and struggled my way through many of them, and I’m letting you know it. Rather than bog down the pages with detailed instructions, I give you less information and encourage you to look at the pictures and then make it unique instead of copying them exactly. Instead of trying to sound like I’m a professor of botany, teaching you how to make your own glass gardens, I invite you to make a cup of coffee or tea … or maybe pour yourself a glass of wine and get comfortable. For the next hour or so, consider me a friend who is learning as I go.

Just like you.

Terrariums first grew in popularity in the Victorian era and have recently experienced an uptick in popularity once again. Maybe because it’s an easy hobby at any age and it doesn’t cost a fortune. Historically, terrariums were plants housed in closed glass containers. People planted them because they didn’t have the property for real gardens, and unlike real gardens, they required very little work to set up and maintain. Since they were in closed containers, you didn’t have to water them because they’d create their own humidity to keep the delicate plants alive. Terrariums were perfect for climates that made gardening difficult and where people wanted to enjoy plants year round.

Today, terrariums have morphed into elaborately designed planters that include figurines and all manner of themes and décor. Some are closed, many are open. What people now often refer to as terrariums are really more like glass gardens.

Over the next few pages, I’m going to walk you through the types of plants you may consider using for your glass gardens, as well as the other materials you may want to gather before you start.
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Plants to Consider
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TROPICAL HOUSE PLANTS

Tropical house plants are excellent for terrariums! I love terrariums because you can bring the garden inside and keep it year-round, but adding a bit of color with tropical house plants makes them so much more appealing. Some plants are definitely better to use than others. Below, I’ll list some of the best tropical plants for your glass gardens.

You’ll want easy-to-care-for plants if you don’t have the time or inclination to spend a lot of time working with them. If you spend a great deal of time away from home, you should consider a closed terrarium that will keep the humidity higher than an open container and require much less of your attention. Check to see how much light your plants needs, as well. Some plants need more light than others so make sure whichever plants you choose to put together will thrive in the same atmosphere.

Ferns—I’ve used several kinds of ferns, and they’ve all been easy to care for and have added a touch of delicacy to my containers. I particularly love my bird’s nest ferns. They help clean the air, and they look amazing.

Moss—I have to be honest … I’ve killed moss more times than I care to admit. But club moss is pretty easy to grow and hardier than some of the more delicate versions.

Polka dot plants—I use them a lot. I love the pink color, and they’re so incredibly easy to keep alive!

Spider plants—No, they don’t have spiders in them. They’re trailing plants that you can use in any container.

Bromeliads—Colorful tropical plants. Some look like aloes and some like grasses.

SUCCULENTS

Succulents aren’t as easy to care for as air plants, but they’re still easier than most house plants. They love sunlight and don’t require as much water as your average house plant. They come in all shapes and sizes, so the sky really is the limit for them.

The most frustrating thing about going to a nursery and stocking up on succulents is that in every single place I went, they were simply identified as “succulent.” I buy things I think are interesting or will look good planted together … but I never really know what they’re called (and I’m sure many of you can relate!). I even asked someone what one particular plant was called (a curling vine-y plant) and was told, “It’s a succulent.” Thanks. I figured.

If you desperately want or need to know what family your plant is from, there are places you can look them up online, and I do encourage you do to so—especially if an allergy (you, your child, or pet!) is involved. Truthfully, I’m always more interested in how my plants look than what their unpronounceable “real” names are.
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Succulents need about six hours or half a day of full sunlight, so keep them in a sunny place with one caveat: if your window gets too hot, your plants can burn, so I’ve heard of people keeping their succulent terrariums in east-facing windows instead of south. Use your best judgement and keep an eye on your plants to see how they’re doing. Succulents do best when they have some space around them, so keep that in mind when planting.

They also prefer a drier climate so be sure you don’t overwater. Glassware is tricky for succulents because the water has nowhere to go, so absolutely do not overwater! You don’t need to water as often as other plants, but you’ll want to get enough water in there to soak the roots and then let the soil dry out. But again, don’t overwater.
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