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Chore Loser!


Cock-a-doodle-doo! crowed the village rooster. Clara Gills dragged her pillow down over her head.

Cock-a-doodle-doo!

This time Clara groaned. Why is getting up SO hard? she thought. Doing her early morning chores every day never seemed to get easier.

Clara slid out of bed and pulled on her trousers, tunic, and boots.
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The smell of freshly baked bread wafted up from under her door. “Mmm,” she murmured. The sweet, delicious aroma coming from her dad’s bakery always made her perk up in the morning.

Clara left her bedroom and walked down the wooden stairs.

“Good morning, Father!” she said, grabbing a hot biscuit.

Her father slid a large wooden paddle into the stone oven. “Good morning!”

Clara nibbled on her biscuit and sipped a cup of tea while her father unloaded more bread from the oven. Then, after she finished eating, she filled the display counter with warm loaves.

Meanwhile, at the royal stables, Clara’s best friend, Prince Lucas, was doing his morning chores too. First he mucked and raked the stalls. Then he spread fresh wood shavings across the floor. After that he refilled the feeding tubs and water buckets for the horses.
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Clara, who had arrived after finishing her own chores, poked her head into the barn.

“Morning! Are you almost done?”

The prince hung up his pitchfork and turned around.

“I am now!” Lucas said, smiling.

“Great, me too. Let’s get our horses ready for our training!” Clara cried.
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The kids quickly saddled up their horses, Ivan and Scallop, and led them to the riding ring.

It was time to go around the jumping course their instructor had prepared. After a few laps Lucas looked over at his friend.

“I have an idea. Are you up for a race? Winner has to do the other person’s chores for a whole week.”

Clara narrowed her eyes. “Deal. You’re ON!”
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Lucas and Clara led their horses to the starting mark inside the arena. Then they crouched in their saddles and waited.

“Ready? Set! GO!” shouted Lucas.
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And just like that, the kids took off. They galloped around the track as fast as they could.

But just as they rounded the last curve, Clara suddenly pulled in front and crossed the finish line first.

“Woo-hoo! I WIN!” she cried. “Have fun helping my father at the bakery!”

Lucas had tried his best, but he knew a deal was a deal.

And the way he saw it, he hadn’t really lost. Eating butternut bread for breakfast all week was going to be a tasty treat.
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Daily Classes


After their horse riding lesson, Lucas and Clara ran to the archery glen for shooting practice.

Clara grabbed a quiver of arrows and loaded her bow. Lucas did the same, and they stood side by side, facing their targets.
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