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Introduction

There is no middle ground with cats –we either love them or loath them –but the cat adopted as a power animal represents independence, cunning, dexterity, agility, sensuality, inscrutability and ferocity. And whether the great wild hunter of forests, deserts or grasslands, or an ordinary domestic tabby, they are beautiful creatures. Some would dismiss them as merely killing machines, but we only have to look at the history of their evolution alongside mankind to realise there is nothing on this planet quite like them.

Cats have been on the receiving end of some cruel and barbaric treatment in the name of religion and superstition. But there have also been religions that honoured and deified them, with the lion and jaguar representing individual deities within ancient cultures; while representations of these sacred animals can still be seen today in the temples and tombs of the Egyptian kings.

In magical terms the cat has long been linked with traditional British witchcraft - in fact and fiction - and Grimalkyn - The Witch’s Cat will reveal how this unique cat-power can be utilised in Circle workings. We need to be able to identify these unique energies, and the only way to reach this understanding is to take a peek into their world and see how they have evolved.

In some sections it may seem that some of the symbols and representations are duplicated. This is deliberate, as no matter which culture has recognised the feline magical energies in the past, they evolved to mean the same thing (or at least very similar) in symbolism and magical correspondences, even though these civilisations were thousands of miles (and even thousands of years) apart. Here we are identifying with the archetypes of Carl Jung’s collective unconscious.

The magical exercises within this book are tried and tested working methods, together with instructions on how to perform them competently and safely. Hopefully, after reading Grimalkyn - The Witch’s Cat, you will come to realise that these are more than just domestic pets, or a threatened wild species. Cats have helped shape religious belief and individual attitudes, while still maintaining an independent, and a sometimes, secretive nature.

Martha Gray

Derbyshire –2012






PART ONE:
The Nature of the Beast


The naming of cats is a difficult matter.

It isn’t just one of your holiday games.

You may think at first I’m as mad as a hatter.

When I tell you a cat has three different names.

‘The Naming of Cats’, Old Possums Book of Practical Cats T S Eliot



Within magic, religion, mysticism and folklore, animals play a key role for humans on physical, psychological and spiritual levels. Cats, whether of the domestic variety, or one of the five ‘Big Cats’, are no exception. There is evidence of this recorded on ancient monuments, and in art and sculpture that has come down through the centuries: the finest example being those of ancient Egypt where monuments like the great Sphinx can still be marvelled at. The relationship between cat and human is a close one despite the historical love-hate reaction that has gone on for centuries, and the witch and magical practitioner with a feline power-animal is following a very ancient Path indeed.

Felines originally evolved between 65-33 million years ago from a species known as miacids - long-toothed, tree-climbing, carnivorous mammals. These creatures were intelligent hunters with the sharp teeth and claws to enable them to catch and eat their prey. This species split into two groups, and we can trace the ancestors of modern cats back about 11 million years with the emergence of the sub-species: panthera (roaring cat), acinonyx (cheetah) and felis (all other small cats).

According to Carl Jung, all living things belong to a collective unconscious - a set of primal instincts and behaviours within all life forms that have a nervous system. It is part of a genetic process that has been carried down through the ages, and passed on through DNA. These primal impulses can be tapped into when needed, or surface through instinct and intuition. Some call this the ‘Akashic Records’, an eastern term for ‘ether’ or ‘the all’, representing the multi-dimensional universe, or the universal brain.

This is not the same as our own personal unconscious that has been developed through our own personal experiences, those of our parents, social structure, upbringing; or information from our conscious mind that has been suppressed. This personal unconscious forms who we are as individuals and we need to make sure we know the difference between the two. With the theory in mind that we all come from the same source, it suggests that the most basic instinctive reactions that are present in our behaviour, are also present in other living organisms –like the cat family.

For magical purposes when attempting to harness cat-power we have to remember that although the animals appear similar, there are subtle differences, depending on which type of cat we choose to work with. This is due to their biology, environment and interaction with other species. For example:

Lions (panthera leo)


The second largest of the four big cats - tiger, leopard and jaguar - the only four that can roar and which are thought to have evolved into their class around 1.6 million years ago. They are muscular and stocky, which they use to their advantage in bringing down prey. Lions live in family groups, known as a ‘pride’ and are the only members of the cat family to do so, as the others are generally solitary. The males’ main function, with a thick mane to protect them when fighting, is to protect the pride from outsiders including other lions, while the females do all the hunting and rearing the cubs. Symbolically, the lion represents kingship, strength, courage, honour and valour.

There are depictions of lions all over Europe, Asia, and the Middle East, with the most famous being those of ancient Egypt. The oldest images are the paintings in the Chauvet caves in France showing a lioness hunting, which are thought to be around 30,000 years old; and paintings of two lions mating in the ‘Chamber of Felines’ in the Lascaux caves. While a prehistoric ivory carving of a lion has been found in the Vogelherd cave in Germany.

Ancient cultures used lions to decorate great buildings in order to add majesty to the design, and were widespread throughout Mesopotamia. The gates of Mycenae in Greece also show two lioness-deities flanking a column; while in Turkey, the old Hittite city of Bogazkay, they adorn the walls of the gateways. Persia also used the image of lions on their gates to project the great majesty of their cities.

The Greeks saw lions as having not just the power of strength but also of invincibility. In the myth of the Twelve Labours of Hercules, his first task was to slay the Nemean Lion. The beast’s golden fur was said to be impenetrable by any weapon, while its claws were sharper than any sword. Hercules eventually followed it into its lair and used his club to stun the lion, and then strangled it to death. He tried to remove the skin from the lion by using his knife but this did not work; the goddess Athena told him to use one of the lion’s claws and he was able to take the fur to use as a cloak of invincibility. The Greeks identified the constellation of Leo with the Nemean lion.

Lions were not native to Southern Asia but their symbolism was believed to have been introduced by Buddhist monks in the first century AD, since they were considered to bring good luck and keep away evil spirits. In the Forbidden City in Beijing, there are two lions in every doorway, and during the Chinese New Year the lion dance is performed to scare away any evil spirits and to bring good luck in the coming year. Pairs of lion statues are found in other Southern Asian countries as guardians of gateways, along with statues of the winged lions found in doorways to temples in Indonesia. In Burma, the coat of arms is the chinthe, a lion or lion with a human face. The currency of Burma, the kyat also depicts a lion.

In Singapore the national flag has a creature on it called the merlion that has the head of a lion and the body of a fish. The name obviously deriving from mer = sea and lion. The body of the fish comes from Singapore’s old ancient name of Temasek, which means ‘sea town’ and Singapura is the old original name which means ‘lion city’. In Sri Lanka, the ethnic majority, are the Sinhalese people, whose name is derived from Ayan Sinhala which means the ‘lion people’ or ‘people with lion blood’. Their flag still has the emblem of a lion with a sword.

In Hinduism the lion can be seen as one of the avatars of Vishnu, Narasima, who had the head and claws of a lion and the body of a human and was widely worshipped in temples across southern India as protector of his devoted worshippers. He was said to roam the mountain regions and when angered he was a dreaded wild beast, bringing terror to those who would harm his subjects. Lions were considered sacred to the Indian people and the motif of a lion on their flags and coat of arms has nothing to do with the British colonisation of the country. The name Singh is an ancient Vedic name for lion that can trace its origins back 2000 years, and is said to have originated with Rajputs, a Kshatriya or military caste.

Magical attributes

Here we see countries that have no indigenous connection with the lion, but who have adopted it as a symbol of strength and power. The lion is also the symbol of king and leadership, and must have had a very powerful effect on the human psyche. The lion’s attributes are strength and courage, which can be harsh and tyrannical if not tempered with kindness. Its ruling planet is the Sun, the heavenly body at the centre of our solar system around which everything revolves. Although the Sun gives life and growth, it can also be destructive. This energy is also androgynous as both sexes are equally as powerful in their own right. The carnal aspects release a potent sexual energy that can be used magically to give a working ‘super kick’ and a strong sense of self-discipline is needed to direct these energies correctly. These power animals can be harnessed for protection as the lion would do for his pride and the lioness for her cubs. This energy is fierce and the magical practitioner should bear this in mind when working with leonine energy.

Tiger (panthera tigris)


The biggest of the ‘Big Cats’ which could once be found from Siberia to the mountain regions of Iran and Iraq. The markings on each tiger are individual just like that of the human fingerprint, with the red-brown colouring on the background of the stripes varying with the habitat. These are solitary creatures that need a vast amount of space for their territory and the only time that tigers come together is to mate. They are on the top ten list of endangered species with destruction of habitat and poaching (for skins and body parts to be used in Chinese medicine) as the main cause of the decline in their population.

It is ironic that the tiger is being hunted to extinction by Chinese poachers, because it was and still is one of the most sacred symbols of the Chinese people. It is a symbol of the male Yang principle and a solar symbol that gives a link to the season of summer. To the southern Chinese it was a symbol of war and the honorary symbol of the highest generals of the land as it represented courage, strength and power. There were five tigers that were honoured by the Chinese:


•  The white tiger was a symbol of autumn and the element of Metal.

•  The black tiger was that of winter and the element of Water.

•  The blue tiger was of spring and the element of Earth.

•  The red tiger was the summer and the element of Fire.

•  The yellow tiger was the governor of all the tigers and elements, and was the symbol of the Sun.



In Chinese martial arts, as well as other creatures like the crane, the movements that are enacted include those of the tiger. In Buddhism it represented one of the ‘senseless creatures’ - being that of the emotion of anger, and something that has to be tamed and controlled; in India, the goddess Durga, an aspect of the Great Mother who was a ten-armed war-goddess riding on the back of the tiger. Her name means ‘invincible’ and she was named as one of the forms of the wife of Shiva; she is a warrior who will go into battle to protect the gods in their time of need. The Siberian tiger was near deified by some of the tribal people of Russia: the Tungustic people called it ‘Grandfather’ or the ‘Old Man’; while the Udege and the Nanai called it ‘Amba’. The Maunu called it ‘Hu Lin’ - the king.

Magical attributes

Whatever the tradition, the tiger is the Eastern king of the beasts but do beware, as this big cat can be a friend or a foe to us depending on its mood. The tiger as a power animal is the Eastern equivalent of the lion, and should be viewed in this context when working with this cat-power on a magical level. The Element is Fire and represents strength, courage, bravery, protection and also a symbol of royalty and leadership. Like the lion the energy is fierce, but unlike the lion (whose is sociable and can be seen as a stable community protector), the tiger is solitary with the power of brute force. It also symbolises freedom and independence as these cats need huge territories to roam. Beware of the tiger’s camouflaging stripes. This illusion can be used for glamour or protection; a warning to be wary. Those stripes also conceal a deadly force behind a calm watchful exterior and it takes a brave individual to look deep behind the stripes and embrace the raw force of the tiger.

Leopard (panthera pardus)


The smallest of the four members of the panthera family but no less formidable. It is now a near-threatened species due to loss of habitat and hunting, and is only found in South Africa, sub-Saharan Africa, Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, Malaysia and China, although at one time it was well distributed over Africa, Asia and Siberia.

The leopard has a wide habitat that can range from rain forest to desert. It will catch and consume any animal it is able to hunt and has the widest ‘prey menu’ of any of the Big Cats. It is a nocturnal creature preferring to hunt between sunrise and sunset, being solitary and elusive animals they prefer to remain hidden from view until nightfall. It can climb trees better than any other feline and will drag a carcass up there to protect its food from other predators. They are agile with very strong leg muscles but prefer to hunt by stealth.

Magical attributes

The magical energy for the leopard is that of the carnal aspects that we will discuss in another chapter. It is also associated with fraud and hidden danger, while reminding us that nothing can change its innate nature. Anyone wishing to use the leopard as a power animal must realise that although it can help the witch or shaman to acquire hidden knowledge, it can also deliver falsehoods - something to bear in mind when journeying with this cat. Like the other felines their energy is solar-power, and in a magical working the leopard is swift and agile - its bite is powerful and severe

NB: With magical working there is a danger to confuse the normal leopard with the snow leopard. The characteristics of the latter are different as they are more trusting of human beings - which is why they are easily hunted. Another factor to consider.

Black Panther

In the form of the ‘black panther’, the leopard’s symbol becomes that of a darker, feminine aspect: that of the Dark Mother. Her realms are those of darkness, death and rebirth. The lunar significance is that of the Dark Moon. The black panther will help us overcome the fears of the psyche - of the unknown, darkness and death. It will teach us to harness the dark energy and gain a better understanding of it, since the human race has an inherent fear and prejudice of the unknown. It is not just physical death that this panther represents, but the death of certain ways of thinking, psychological blocks, and a way of life that no longer suits us because it causes pain, suffering and upheaval. Taking this journey can lead to major changes and a fresher outlook or perspective.

Magical attributes

The force of the panther is also believed to represent hidden pleasures within us all. This is a force that was recognised and respected by many ancient traditions all over the world. The power-panther, as opposed to that of the cat (which is similar but much stronger, more potent), can take us into the darkest regions of the psyche. The black panther as a power animal is ruled by lunar energy and represents discovery and mastery over our darkest nature. It reveals how burying our primal natures can cause unhealthy, unsettling thoughts and behaviour patterns - triggers for self-destruction and harm to those around us. Panther-power also represents birth, death and rebirth from the darker aspects of the feminine nature associated with deities such as Kali, Hecate, Tiamat and others of this strong primal vibration. For the shaman the leopard/panther skin was worn to represent the discovery of knowledge and wisdom.

We can also work with the panther to rid ourselves of our fear of the unknown, because understanding the thing you fear means it no longer has power over you.

Jaguar (panthera onca)


Another of the ‘Big Cat’ species and the only one of this group indigenous to South and Central America; it is the largest of the cats in the region and the third largest in the world. This cat’s appearance is similar to that of the leopard; the noticeable difference being the size and build as it is much stockier. It mostly lives in the rainforests but is found in other forested areas and open country, especially near water. It is a solitary cat and a ‘stalk and ambush’ predator. Its jaws and teeth are exceptionally powerful and of all the cats it has the strongest bite. Its colour ranges from tawny to reddish to black with the spots very clearly defined on the face and tail. The rosettes on the body vary but the belly, throat and inner legs are white. Besides the size, the other differences between the leopard and the jaguar is that there are more spots on a leopard, and the rosettes on the jaguar are larger with spots in the centre - the spots usually darker than those of the leopard.
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