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Foreword


So what is the perfect rifle and caliber for hunting deer? Perhaps no topic has spawned more discussion and debate around the low burning fires of hunt camp or as sportsmen gather around the bed of a pickup truck to admire some lucky fellow’s trophy of the day. Indeed, oceans of ink have been spilled and crafted into countless books and magazine articles examining the topic, with past and present experts such as O’Connor, Boddington, Zumbo, Carmichel, Petzal, and now Schoby all lending their experienced voices.


And yet, the debate rages on as gunmakers and wildcatters crank out redesigned long arms and devise newer, usually just slightly tweaked, loadings. Over time, each hunter develops a fondness for this make of rifle or that type of action. They come to appreciate the flat-shooting characteristics of a certain caliber or the mid-range knockdown power of a particular load. Sometimes it’s the natural way a gun shoulders or simply how good it looks on the rack that endears a sportsman to a particular model. But more often than not, the deciding factor on what makes for the ideal rifle comes down to simply how well it shoots and if it did the job in anchoring that heavy-racked trophy when the moment for action arrived. Why so much debate when obviously any number of rifles will do the job?


Perhaps you have to look beyond the mere firearm for the answer. Despite the wide availability of game including the rebounding elk and expanding populations of wild turkeys, the ever-available small game animals, and the rich legacy of waterfowling, hunters remain by and large obsessed with white-tailed deer. More than 80 percent of all hunters regularly or at one time have taken part in a deer hunt. It remains the economic force that drives our industry and provides the money and passion that protects our sport for future generations to enjoy.


It is nothing less than the focus of so many of our lives—every bit as much as our families and our work. We dream about it daily and plan vacations around it. We measure our years not in months, but in seasons. We don’t so much mark holidays, as much as opening day. For something so important, it is inevitable that the tools of the sport, indeed the rifle as primary tool, becomes as studied and examined as the tools with which we make our living and the manner in which we love our families and friends.


As such, it is a topic destined to be discussed and argued among the camaraderie of an evening fire in that November deer camp or in the lazy lunchtime moments spent at the crowded counter of a rural roadside diner. It is a topic in which the opinions of friends and experienced hunters carry as much value as the cool, hard numbers of a spec sheet or ballistics chart. Therein lies the true value of this book. For it takes the reader beyond the simple analysis of velocities, bullet weights, and long-distance accuracy, and it offers the fresh perspective of a modern sportsman who has perfected his opinions through a lifetime of hunting deer and deer-size game across three continents.


I first met Mike Schoby not in a deer camp, but while turkey hunting some years ago. We were (and still are) editors and writers who shared a keen interest in all types of hunting, and despite our immediate quest for Merriam’s turkeys at that Nebraska camp, the conversation ultimately turned to deer and other types of hunting. Amidst the biting drinks, wit, and laughter of a camp choked with writers, I knew I had found a kindred spirit.


I have since had the privilege to hunt with Mike on several other occasions, including for deer, and have worked with him on a number of articles, and through these dealings, have come to value his opinions and highly regard his insight on the topics of guns and hunting. He has become a trusted friend. Who better to measure your own experiences and conclusions against than the thoughts and opinions of a trusted friend and experienced hunter? Somewhere through the back and forth each of us arrives at our own ideal.


So again, what makes for the perfect deer hunting rifle? Quite simply, like a friend, it is the one you come to trust and appreciate. It is the one you decide is best for you and for your style of hunting. And I suspect after reading this book, while Mike won’t feign to offer the ultimate solution, you will be a little closer to making that decision for yourself and a lot closer to finding more success and enjoyment in the deer woods.


Doug Howlett


Outdoor Life














Introduction


Although American hunters’ interests are reaching out in more directions every year, from the mystique of the Dark Continent and its dangerous game to the far North for moose, caribou, and bears, white-tailed deer hunting still reigns supreme as a favorite American pastime when the leaves crunch underfoot and the chill of oncoming winter hits the air. Hunting camps from Maine to Mexico and from Alberta to Alabama concentrate more on the elusive whitetail than all other North American species combined.


In recent years there has been a sharp rise in the number of hunters who are picking up bows, handguns, shotguns, and muzzleloaders to pursue whitetails. Some are looking for a new challenge, some to comply with local ordinances, and others are looking to capitalize on special seasons or to spend more days afield. Although these methods are growing rapidly, more than 90 percent of Americans still hunt deer with a modern centerfire rifle. It is a fact that whitetails and rifles go hand-in-hand, but what makes a perfect rifle?


Since whitetails are essentially the same species from coast to coast, many hunters may think that picking a perfect whitetail rifle should be pretty simple and straightforward. Not hardly! Consider that whitetails are found in the swampy semi-tropics of Florida, the hardwoods of northern Maine, and in the open rangeland of the American and Canadian west. Northern deer can sometimes weigh three times more than their southern cousins. Combine the changes in terrain and body size with the fact that different hunting styles are employed across the country, and gun selection gets a little more complicated. A long shot in some regions is 50 yards, while in others it may be closer to 500. Some hunters sneak through dense woods while others perch on a barren ridge overlooking crop fields. Wrap all of this up with nostalgia, tradition, and individual preferences and it is easy to see that there never has been nor will their ever be a single perfect whitetail rifle to suit everyone’s tastes, budget, needs, or desires.


With all that being said, more than two dozen great whitetail rifles come immediately to mind, each with their own individual merits, just waiting to be used under the right circumstances. Some are brand new—modern marvels of technology and precision—while others are old, timeworn, and proven like a trusted friend. Some are legendary classics in the shooting world, while others are just good tools to get a job done.


This book takes a close look at the best whitetail rifles with variations of action type, styling, and caliber. Along the way I hope it will give the reader the information needed to make a logical decision, compare and contrast features effectively, and ultimately pick a whitetail rifle that is perfectly suited to his or her needs.


In addition to picking the perfect whitetail rifle, some thought also needs to be given to sights, scopes, ammunition, care, accuracy, and the other intricacies hunters need to know about a rifle—all of which are covered in the pages of this book. Whether you are looking for information to purchase a new or used rifle, to care for it, or to select the best choice of bullets, I hope this book will put you on the right track.


I make no claim of being the ultimate whitetail hunter or a ballistics expert. Information in this book reflects my opinions, based on experience. I am sure you will agree with some of my points and disagree with others. That is to be expected. What I have attempted to do is present a diversity of information that will help you make a good choice for your whitetail hunting. Having spent much time hunting whitetails from the Deep South to the North Woods and practically from coast to coast, I have had a chance to observe firsthand what works in various situations. The perfect rifle for a hunter in Minnesota is going to be different than for the cowboy in southern Texas. In addition to my hunting experience, I have spent many years testing, shooting, hunting, and tinkering with a large variety of rifles. By most people’s accounts I am a confirmed gun nut. Like other gun nuts, my opinions are sometimes just that . . . opinions. I hope you will learn a thing or two along the way and at least enjoy reading the book as much as I did writing it.
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Choosing a Whitetail Rifle
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White-tailed deer can be found in many different environments, including some with very thick cover. Choosing a rifle specifically for this type of terrain can make the difference between tagging a buck and going home empty-handed.





There has never in the history of hunting been a better time to select a rifle for whitetails. There has also probably never been a more confusing one. Today you can walk into a large gun shop within 100 miles of almost anywhere you may live and see nearly every new production rifle in existence—from shiny, high-tech bolt actions with composite stocks and large optics to reproductions of lever actions and single shots that first saw action before your grandfather was born. Different stock materials, different metals and finishes, and various actions only make the choice harder and more confusing. Add in overall weight, length, and caliber and even the most experienced hunter will be reeling over the possibilities.


To make a selection that will work perfectly for you and your style of hunting, start with the basics. The type of action you prefer and where and how will you be using the rifle are as good a place as any to start. Leave caliber, optics, and type of metal and finish for a later decision.
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Even though archery, handgun, and muzzleloader hunting are increasing in popularity, more hunters pursue whitetails with modern rifles than all other techniques combined.


JOHN JANOSEK





Action Types


Lever Actions
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Lever actions are the quintessential whitetail rifle. While today there may be better tools for the job available, for some situations lever guns are still hard to beat.





If one type of rifle could be called the quintessential deer rifle, it would have to be the venerable lever action. Rendered down to three main models (the Winchester 94, the Marlin 336, and the Savage 99), the lever action has probably harvested more deer than all other rifle action types combined and has made an appearance in more deer camps from East to West and from past to present than any other rifle action made.


The lever action has the advantage of being a well-balanced, flat action that does as well packed in a scabbard on a horse as it does being carried at the ready when still-hunting in deep timber. Ideal for snap-shooting with a relatively fast follow-up shot, it is best used with the open sights it came with. While scopes can be added to most lever-action guns, they are not always the best choice on all models due to individual ejection systems, and low-combed, straight stocks that do not provide adequate elevation for eye/scope alignment.


A disadvantage of some lever actions is their ability to house only moderately pressured cartridges and those cartridges that are loaded with flat point bullets designed to work in tubular magazines. While the Browning BLR and the Savage are two notable exceptions to this rule, it does apply to the Winchester and Marlin models.


Lever actions are available in many great whitetail calibers from short range, moderate-velocity, large-caliber stoppers to high-pressure, flat-shooting, open country cartridges. If you hunt from horseback, still-hunt in the deep timber, or just like the rapid follow-up shot combined with nostalgic good looks, then a lever action may be an ideal choice.


Bolt Actions
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Bolt-action rifles are a very popular choice and have become the mainstay of many deer hunters.





The bolt-action rifle has been around for the better part of 125 years. A simple concept, this design has proven itself as one of the strongest, most accurate shooting platforms ever invented.


The bolt action has the advantage of being a very strong, rigid action capable of handling extremely high-pressure cartridges. It is likewise inherently accurate—securely locking the cartridge in an unyielding position for firing. From three-position to benchrest competition, you will see more bolt actions taking home the medals than any other style. This is not to say that other action types cannot be made to shoot well—just not as easily.


The disadvantages of the bolt action are few, but they do exist. Bolt actions provide a slower follow-up shot, for those not well practiced with one, than most other action types (aside from the single shot). But for the rifleman trained with a bolt, I would suggest that the cyclic time for all practical purposes is almost as fast as any other action type with the exception of the semi-auto. Bolt actions can also be limited on overall cartridge length by the length of their magazines—this is only applicable for handloaders and only in extreme cases. In addition to their relatively slower cyclic rate and possible magazine constraints, on average they weigh more than some other action types and can be a tad harder to carry on a horse in a scabbard. But to every rule there is an exception and the same goes for bolt actions; some of the custom jobs are as light as you would want any rifle to be, and with the right style of bolt knob (such as the butter-knife Steyr style), they can be carried comfortably in any scabbard.


Semi-Automatics
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Semi-automatic rifles are a great choice when a fast follow-up shot is needed.





Before the members of the liberal media started labeling semi-automatic rifles as “assault weapons” and even worse as “machine guns,” semi-automatic rifles were just considered another rifle action type with the inherent pros and cons as any other. For clarity, a semi-auto differs from a full auto or machine gun by having the capability to only fire one bullet with each depression of the trigger, whereas a full auto may fire continuously or in pre-set bursts as long as the trigger is depressed.


Heralded for their unparalleled follow-up shot potential, many semi-autos have graced deer camps across the nation. For the most part they work very well. Not known for winning any medals in the accuracy department, they are certainly adequate for normal hunting applications. Depending upon the manufacturer, they are on par with most other action types (excluding the bolt action) and in some cases hold their own with almost all but the most serious competition bolt-action rifles. Capable of housing modern, high-pressure cartridges, including the belted magnums, semi-autos still hold a viable place in the deer hunter’s arsenal regardless of what some anti-gun tyros have to say about their “unsporting” capabilities.


Most semi-automatic rifles are of the gas-operated variety, meaning that a small portion of gas is bled off the barrel when the cartridge is fired and redirected back toward the action where its force is used to cycle the action. This does mean that semi-autos may be fickle with certain ammunition. Loads either too hot or too mild may not cycle consistently. In addition to power levels, the quality of the cartridge can also have an effect on reliability. All-lead (non-jacketed) bullets and dirty powders should not be used if the utmost in reliability is the goal. Aside from this, there is really only one major flaw concerning semi-automatics: the loading. To properly engage the locking lugs, the bolt of the semi-automatic needs to move forcefully. Riding the bolt home (easing it forward instead of letting it slam shut) so it closes quietly is often a recipe for a misfire. The action will not be fully closed. Unlike other action types that can be quietly loaded, a semi-auto will always make the loud “slam” as the first shell is loaded into the chamber—not necessarily the best method for sneaking into the deer woods.


Pumps
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Pump-action rifles, while not as popular as they were a generation ago, still find favor among hunters looking for a fast follow-up shot in heavy cover.





Pump-action rifles, originally designed to bridge the gap between the wing shot and deer hunter, have fallen out of favor as of late with most riflemen. While still employed in the thick deer woods of the eastern and northern tier of the country, pump rifles can be a good choice for those familiar with the operation of pump shotguns. Capable of utilizing most high-powered rifle rounds, their primary hindrance is their limited selection of manufacturers.


That being said, pumps are still a viable option for hunters who prefer this type of action. And while the selection is very limited, at least it is limited to quality. Browning and Remington are the two main players in this market, and both of their products are top notch.


If you are looking for a good shooting rifle that can compete on par with many bolt actions in terms of accuracy, offers follow-up shots as fast as a semi-auto (some argue that faster accurate shots can be had with a pump over a semi because the action stroke tends to bring the rifle back in line with the target quicker), and a style that is all its own, a pump is good choice.


Single Shots
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Single shot rifles are primarily the choice of hunters who only need one shot. Some models are very versatile because multiple barrels can be interchanged for different species.





Single shot rifles actually fall in several categories of action types. Single shots can be of falling block, rolling block, rotating breech, or break-open design. Regardless of design, all have one thing in common—they allow the user to fire only one shot before the action must be opened by hand and a shell manually reloaded into the chamber. In some circles they are viewed as a more sporting design for a hunting rifle (others disagree with this), but this is neither here nor there. One thing is for certain: single shots offer generally good accuracy, classic lines, and smooth sides, which make them easy to pack, especially on a horse.


It is often said that the biggest drawback to any single shot is the limited firepower, but those that use them are generally good riflemen and only one shot is ever needed. For those that are not good riflemen, no follow-up shots will compensate.


Of the several models of single shots available today, they are offered in a wide range of cartridges from traditional big bores like the .45-70 and .45-90 to more modern fast-stepping cartridges like the .300 Winchester Magnum and the .30-06 Springfield.


Where You Hunt
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As whitetails expand west, what we typically think of as whitetail country changes dramatically. A rifle suited for mule deer may be an appropriate choice.





Part of deciding what type of rifle action will best suit your needs obviously depends on where and how you hunt. For many this decision might be called “East versus West.” The debate over East versus West is a topic that crops up time and time again in hunting magazines, books, and videos. Purported as an imaginary line floating along the Mississippi River that distinguishes the rugged West from the “more delicate and refined” East, it often defines the way we look at hunting, rifles, and species. It is also often wrong. And it doesn’t matter if the subject being discussed is waterfowl, upland birds, bears, coyotes, or deer—there always seems to be this magic difference between the East and West. In my opinion this debate is getting a bit shopworn for comparing what we really mean—how far can one shoot? Aside from obvious size differences between animals in the Far North and Deep South, there is really no difference in white-tailed deer on opposite sides of the Mississippi River. They look the same, generally taste the same, and often are hunted the same. The difference lies in how far one can see and/or shoot them. Hence the East versus West debate.


In general, the countryside in the eastern half of the United States is known for its dense hardwood groves, farm country, rolling hills, thick underbrush, and heavily populated cities and towns, which all limit long-range rifle work. The West, on the other hand, is thought of in terms of sections: vast expanses of prairies and open vistas where extreme long-range shooting can take place.


However, like all rules of thumb and gross generalizations, for the most part they are only partially right—and in many ways dead wrong. Show up in a southern bean field with your trusty open-sighted Winchester 94 in .30-30 because you are hunting in the “East” and see how wrong generalizations can be. Likewise, still-hunt your way down a brush-choked canyon in Montana with a 12-pound bolt-action long-range “Western rifle” topped with a scope large enough to pick off prairie dogs at 500 yards. When that 150-class buck jumps up at your feet and gives you about three seconds to get off a running shot, don’t think for an instant that a traditional Eastern woods rifle wouldn’t have been a better choice—it would have.




[image: ]


What makes an ideal whitetail rifle depends upon where the animals are encountered. In different situations, each of these guns would make a great deer rifle.





When hunters and gun cranks start talking about East versus West, dismiss the geography of the whole thing and start thinking in terms of distance. For that is really what you are talking about—rifles that are perfect for shooting from spitting distance up to 150 yards, and rifles that shine after this. I say “after this” because most long-range rifles are only as good as the shooter pulling the trigger; many long-range rifles are capable of cleanly harvesting deer at over 500 yards in the right hands, but the vast majority of hunters really can only be counted on to be consistently accurate out to 250 yards. But that is a topic better left until later.


The difference between short- and long-range rifles is often vast and can be found in many traits. Action style, caliber, and optics are the main ones; balance, style, and feel are less tangible but equally important. These traits can often only be determined by the owner—so head to the shop, feel some rifles, see how they leap to the shoulder. Imagine packing them all day. Better yet, head to the range and try out a few different ones. If you are looking for a woods rifle that will only be shot at deer less than 100 yards away, pick a rifle based on feel, cyclic rate, weight, and length. Concerning caliber, don’t worry about the super magnums; almost any centerfire cartridge of medium energy will work fine when ranges are kept short. If your hunting region requires a map to see if you are still shooting in the same county, odds are you are not crouching over walking through brush. More likely you will have a heavier rifle, with a stiffer barrel topped with high-powered optics capable of delivering MOA accuracy. Test a few of these out at the range, concentrate on stock fit, trigger pull, group size, and of course a caliber that will deliver enough energy at the distances required.
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Pick a rifle not only for its measurable qualities, but for how it fits and feels.





The bottom line is, forget about “where” geographically you will be hunting and focus on the issues that matter: terrain, the style of hunting you will most likely encounter, and how far you will potentially be shooting. Buy a rifle based on these factors and you will be much further ahead of the game than the gent that looks towards the compass for answers.
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Selecting a Whitetail Cartridge




[image: ]


Selecting the right whitetail cartridge can be a daunting task with so many different calibers available today.





There has never been a better time for cartridge fanatics than right now. But for a hunter looking for a simple answer to selecting the right cartridge, there has probably not been a more confusing time. There are more commercial cartridges available today suitable for whitetail hunting than at any time in history. And manufacturers are releasing new ones every year. Whether you are looking for a cartridge to do many things well or one that is perfectly matched to a specific type of hunting, rest assured there is something for you. I am not going to try to discuss all the cartridges that will work for whitetails but will cover those that I feel are the ten most important of all time. Some are new, others are time-proven classics, and some are just ideal for a wide range of whitetail conditions.
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The top ten whitetail calibers of all time. From left: .243 Winchester, .25-06 Remington, .270 Winchester, 7 x 57 Mauser, 7mm-08, 7mm Remington Magnum, .30-30 Winchester, .308 Winchester, .30-06 Springfield, .300 Winchester Magnum





The Top Ten Cartridges of All Time


.243 Winchester
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The .243 Winchester is often thought of as the perfect combo cartridge.





The .243 Winchester has often been lauded as the “perfect” combination cartridge, as it bridges the gap between what we traditionally think of as varmint calibers and big game calibers. I recognize its value as a low-recoiling cartridge perfectly capable of cleanly taking whitetail-size game, and have included it in the list of the top ten whitetail cartridges because of its wide popularity. I don’t wholeheartedly endorse its use. I have shot a half dozen or so whitetails with it and a whole passel of varmints and predators, and I have mixed emotions about the cartridge. Personally, I think it is too big for most varmint work. It has enough recoil to lose the target in the scope while shooting small critters like prairie dogs and woodchucks. It does significant pelt damage to all predators. For whitetail-size game, it has been my experience that it does not provide sufficient knockdown power to positively drop deer in their tracks. Of the half dozen whitetails I have shot with a .243, all have run off at least a little way (under 20 yards) before expiring even though all were solidly hit in the vitals.


The .243 is often selected as a youth’s first deer rifle and consequently is made in many youth-size firearms. To my way of thinking, this may even make the .243 a worse choice. In the hands of an experienced rifleman capable of placing his shots exactly where he wants, the .243 will suffice in cleanly harvesting deer. But in the hands of an adrenaline-charged youth on his first deer hunt, a cartridge with a little more muscle would compensate for a slightly larger degree of shooter error. There are many cartridges and specific loadings available today that provide this extra energy without much more recoil, and in my opinion they would make a better choice for young hunters.


.25-06 Remington
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The .25-06 makes an excellent whitetail caliber for kids.





For whatever reason, American hunters are not overly enamored with the quarter bores. Of the main three (the .257 Roberts, the .25-06, and the .257 Weatherby), the .25-06 is the most popular choice. While there is a bias against the .25s for sure, that is not to say they are not great performers on whitetails. Their testament is that they have endured in the face of newer, sexier cartridges every year.


Like the legendarily successful .270, the .25-06 is based on the time-proven .30-06 case necked down to .25 caliber. When it comes to diversity, the .25-06 is no slouch. Capable of pushing the 100-grain bullet at 3,230 fps, it can also handle up to 120-grain loads at the respectable velocity of 2,990 fps. As for diversity on game, the .25-06 doesn’t do much more pelt damage on predators than the .243 Winchester, but it bucks the wind better and performs better at long range. It works markedly better on whitetail-size game. For a youth’s first rifle, the only thing bad about the .25-06 is the limited number of rifles currently chambered for the cartridge.


.270 Winchester
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The .270 Winchester works exceptionally well on whitetails.





I won’t deny that my affinity for the .270 started at an early age and it no doubt had something to do with the writings of Jack O’Connor. But nearly twenty-five years later, dozens of deer as well as many heads of larger big game have made me respect this classic cartridge even more.


The .270 gains its popularity from the most popular American cartridge of them all—the .30-06. Specifically designed with the 130-grain spire point bullet in mind, the .270 also performs well with a wide variety and weight of bullets from diminutive 90-grain varmint loads all the way up to the 150-grain round nose. However, even today, for the best combination of velocity and retained energy, the 130- and 140-grain offerings are the deer hunter’s choice.


Most who have used the .270 on deer will agree it works extremely well. It has some indefinable characteristics that make it nearly perfect. I have not seen a deer, when hit correctly, drop faster than when hit with a .270—almost like a rug was pulled from under it. If the right bullets are used, meat damage can also be kept to a minimum. And for long-range performance, the .270 doesn’t give up much to any cartridge other than the new breed of “super magnums.”


In recent years shorter, more efficient cartridges have appeared on the market that duplicate if not exceed the venerable .270’s performance, but for my money the .270 will always hold a spot as my favorite deer cartridge.


7 x 57 Mauser


As the venerable .30-30 is to American shooters, the 7 x 57 Mauser is to the rest of the world. Introduced in 1892, it achieved international acclaim by the likes of Karamojo Bell and his unrelenting passion, some would say mania, for shooting elephants with a 7 x 57 loaded with 175-grain bullets. (Incidentally, Bell killed hundreds of elephants with this combination.) Its noted history aside, this modest 7mm is a much better whitetail cartridge than pachyderm poison.


This cartridge is a handloader’s dream; while available in factory loadings the world around, most available today are loaded extremely light to accommodate the many old rifles still in use. Standard velocity for the 140-grain bullet is slightly over 2,600, which is pretty poky, but the light magnum offering from Hornady pushes their 139-grain pill at 2,830, giving the handloader an idea of the outside parameters of this little cartridge.




Hornady’s LEVERevolution


Introduced in 2006, Hornady’s LEVERevolution has truly revolutionized the way shooters think about lever guns, older cartridges, and tubular magazines. As many hunters know, one of the biggest disadvantages to tubular magazines is their inability to utilize sharp, pointed bullets that work so well in retaining energy down range. Hornady’s new polymer-tipped bullets feature state-of-the-art elastomer Flex Tip Technology that is safe to use in tubular magazines. Combine this sleek bullet with an extra 250 fps, exceptional accuracy, and up to 40 percent more downrange energy and you have a load that not only gives lever actions a new lease on life, but transforms them from close-range woods rifles to all-around whitetail rifles capable of handling many hunting situations.





7mm-08 Remington


The 7mm-08 is a cartridge that will probably never garner the popularity it should from American shooters. Based on the extremely efficient .308 parent case, the 7mm-08 refined the short mag concept before the short mag term was in vogue. Due to its short case design, it is a very uniform and consistent cartridge, with low recoil and high performance. The wide variety of 7mm bullets available is also a plus for this cartridge for those looking to tailor their own custom whitetail fodder. But for those who don’t handload, don’t despair. The 7mm-08 is loaded hot enough for anyone’s liking straight from the factory.


With a 140-grain bullet, velocity hovers between 2,800 fps and 3,000 fps. For larger game, 150s can be had for better sectional density and still produce a modest 2,700 fps with mild recoil. Keep in mind that whatever can be done with the .270 Winchester can be done as well by the 7mm-08.


7mm Remington Magnum
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Large-belted cases with plenty of powder characterize the 7mm Remington Magnum.





While Americans have never really been enamored with any offering in .284 diameter, the one that earned the most respect is the big seven—Remington’s 7mm Magnum introduced in 1962. The time was right; American hunters were ready for a big game cartridge that had a trajectory like a laser beam and plenty of power out to 500 yards. In addition, they now had many choices of accurate over-the-counter rifles that could really benefit from the long-range potential of a high-powered cartridge.


I have to admit I am not a huge fan of the large seven, but it is hard to argue with its impressive numbers. It is capable of pushing a 140-grain bullet at an extremely impressive 3,175 fps. However, it is unpleasant to shoot in a light rifle, with an annoying fast-paced crack. It is an over-bored, inefficient cartridge to boot, but if you are looking for a rifle that can reach out and touch deer at any range hunters should be shooting, the 7mm Remington Magnum may be for you.


.30-30 Winchester
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The .30-30 Winchester is America’s most tried and true whitetail cartridge.





This is the original whitetail cartridge. No other cartridge in American history has stood the test of time as well as the venerable .30-30. Originally called the .30 Winchester Centerfire, it was first released more than a hundred years ago and holds the distinction as the first “American” cartridge offered with smokeless powder. A typical cartridge design of its time, its long, tapering rimmed case is designed for low pressure and essentially low-pressure firearms such as lever actions and single shots. Although it has been available in other rifle action types over the years, its primary home has always been in a lever action.
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