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I’d like to dedicate this book to my father Graham Francis McKean. Walk on.
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South Australia’s Wild South Coast Way offers amazing views.




Introduction
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Australia ranks in the top 10 of countries with the longest coastline in the world: with 25,760 km, so you’d expect there’d be plenty to see and do while walking parts of our continent’s mighty coastline – and you’d be right. It’s probably why you’re flicking through the pages of Great Coastal Walks Australia, looking for a walk that might include pristine beaches, Aboriginal and European history, dramatic tales of shipwrecks, stunning flora and fauna and ocean views as far as the eye can see. Well, you’ve come to the right place.

The walks described in this book came from the magazine Great Walks, published by Yaffa Media and featuring the best Australian and worldwide walks along with reviews of outdoor gear. Some books of this style feature 100 or even 200 ‘Greatest walks in the world, ever!’, promising a lot but delivering little and featuring scant information on particular walks. This book is a little different, describing 40 chosen coastal walks in detail so you really get to understand what the writer experienced and why you should put that walk on your to-do list.

Featured here are independent and guided day and multi-day walks of all grades, from the easy, half-day Bouddi Coastal Walk on the New South Wales Central Coast, Cape Hillsborough National Park in Queensland or day walks along Western Australia’s Bibbulmun Track to the challenging week-long South West Cape loop at the bottom of Tasmania – and everything in between. We even feature our own Aussie Camino, the Mary MacKillop Way in Victoria. Each walk includes a basic map as well as a need to know box that offers info on where the walk is, where it starts and finishes, how long it is, the degree of difficulty and web links for further information.

I was lucky enough to contribute around 10 of the 40 stories, and every one of those walks was amazing and special. From the Murramarang South Coast Walk in southern New South Wales that I walked just before it officially opened in 2022 to the Three Capes guided walk I did with a tour operator in the Tasman National Park, I have been really impressed with the work that has gone into building and maintaining many of the country’s walking trails. Each state’s parks authority has spent millions of dollars on track upgrades, viewing platforms, building eco-friendly huts and shelters and creating clear signage so you can have a safe and fulfilling coastal walk.

Try any of the coastal walks in this book and you’ll see the amount of work that has gone on to make them the best they can be. Tom Pinzone, the senior project officer National Parks and Wildlife Service’s south coast branch, said this about the work that has gone into the Murramarang South Coast Walk: ‘Getting the look and feel of the walk right was incredibly important. We didn’t want to create an overly landscaped experience. The track has been designed to weave through the environment, providing sweeping ocean outlooks and inland sections where people can experience the incredible spotted gum and burrawang forests that Murramarang National Park is known for.

‘Underfoot the track has been built to appear and feel as natural as possible, keeping people engaged and present. The sandstone steps are a vital element of this: all the steps are rough cut with the blade marks left on the face. Equally important was the design of the steps, which have been carefully placed to feel natural and easy to walk on.’

Grab yourself a cup of tea or glass of wine, sit back in a cosy chair and enjoy this book. I hope you’ll find enough inspiration within the pages of Great Coastal Walks Australia that afterwards you’ll want to throw on your boots and discover this amazing country on foot.

Happy walking!

Brent McKean






The walks
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New South Wales
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Hornby Lighthouse, South Head.




Bondi to Manly Walk
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Considered by some to be as good as Italy’s famed coastal Cinque Terre walk, the 80-km, three- to four-day Bondi to Manly Walk passes some of Sydney’s most iconic settings and also reveals some of its lesser-known wilderness areas.
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A surfer crosses the path after a cheeky morning session, children learn to sail, their boats bobbing in the harbour, and mates pull a kayak down to the water’s edge for an arvo paddle. Sometimes there are no people at all, just scrubby coastal heath, delicate flannel flowers, towering angophora, twisting Port Jackson figs and the slap of water against rocky foreshore. Here there’s no hint of the city’s petrol-hazed traffic crawl and no mega-mall food courts.

Where is this utopia? It’s Sydney, but not as you know it. This is the Bondi to Manly Walk, an 80-km track gripping the city’s coastline like its coffee-fuelled life depends on it. It’s been possible to walk it for years, ever since a passionate group of walkers – the Walking Volunteers – waded through the madness of nearly but not quite connecting tracks. However, barely anyone did walk it. Logistics were a puzzle and maps hard to come by, and there was no signage. Enter a new group that picked up the ‘What if?’ question and backed it with political nous and an appetite for bureaucracy (the chairman of the Bondi to Manly Walk Supporters is former Labor senator John Faulkner). The result was that 15 local, state and federal bodies actually agreed on something.
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Federation Cliff Walk, Dover Heights.



The most noticeable change for walkers is that the track is now consistently signposted and, like the Camino’s scallop shell, the walk has its own distinctive track markers. The humpback whale, or buriburi, was chosen in collaboration with local Aboriginal land councils for its local significance. There are many Dreaming stories about humpbacks and plenty of whale-watching opportunities along the walk.

Despite its length the Bondi to Manly Walk is life friendly: no matter how much time you have, how many kilometres you want under your belt at the end of each day or whether you want a bunch of day walks or just one long multi-day inn-to-inn style walk, the answer is ‘Yes.’ It’s also a public transport dream. Although bus routes are never far away, it’s easy to pretend roads don’t exist as the walk can be broken up by ferry. Sydney’s distinctive green and yellow ferries chug past enough track-side wharves to make this possible.

My goal was to do it in one go but life got in the way, so I carried just a daypack and did some overnight hotel stays and day walks using a suburban base. Expect luggage transfers to become available as operators twig. Airbnb accommodation is another option, particularly on the north side of the harbour, or you could stay at the same accommodation every night near Circular Quay so you have easy access to the ferries.

Like any lengthy walk some sections are more spectacular than others, so it’s possible to skip a street-heavy headland every now and then. For those with time and an unwillingness to sacrifice a single centimetre of coast, the full 80-km, seen and be seen itinerary has it all. You’ll walk Sydney’s beaches – both the crowded and secret – capture every harbour, city and ocean view, explore significant Aboriginal sites and early colonial remnants, spot darting wildlife and drink great coffee with locals.

The most surprising thing about starting the walk from see and be seen Bondi Beach is how quickly the hubbub is left behind in the bush here in the middle of Sydney, and how soon there are reminders that you’re walking on what was and always will be Aboriginal land. Millennia-old Aboriginal carvings depicting sea life and spiritual figures sit high on a sandstone plateau surrounded by golf course and a heritage-listed sewer ventilation tower.

The track sticks to a green belt between houses and dramatic sandstone cliffs. You pass historic Macquarie Lighthouse on the way to Watsons Bay, the highlight here being not the picturesque fish and chip village itself but 360-degree views over the city and Pacific Ocean from Gap Bluff. This is the first pass through the non-contiguous Sydney Harbour National Park. The loop walk out to South Head and Hornby Lighthouse puts you right at the tip of Port Jackson’s entrance, revealing what’s yet to come across the harbour.

Strolling along streets of prestigious waterfront addresses where even walking the dog is outsourced is typical of this semi-urban walk. For a few blocks the only people outdoors are gardening teams and construction workers.

The constantly repeating surprise is that you can turn a corner and be back in the national park. As if the genteel sanctuary of Parsley Bay is not natural enough, Sydneysiders enjoy swathes of harbourside protected from development. Port Jackson figs are not planted but grow wilfully, banksias battle winds straight off the harbour and tawny frogmouths use their invisibility superpowers. This contrast with eye-wateringly expensive real estate makes the Hermitage Foreshore Walk all the more remarkable – until you emerge back to a reality where sailboats and sleek cars prevail.

The section from Double Bay to The Rocks is less about untamed nature and more about gratitude that in a city of 5.3 million you can walk through so many parks, the most impressive of which is of course the Royal Botanic Gardens. It is nature too, albeit formalised, meticulously studied and generously shared. The buildings around there point to what society aspires to: arts and culture at the Art Gallery of New South Wales, a music conservatory and those distinctive white sails of the Sydney Opera House.

Although repeat visitors on the Opera House steps leading down to the water, seals are a sight only glimpsed by walkers who take their time to look at everything rather than one-frame selfie takers. No matter how often I walk from the Opera House, past buskers at Circular Quay, around the rejuvenated docks and right up to the shadows of the Harbour Bridge pylons, I think the same thing every time: I love this city.

If there’s one way to feel like a tourist it’s to walk across the Sydney Harbour Bridge. As I detoured up the Pylon Lookout (there is a fee) for panoramic views over the harbour and tried to name all the harbour islands I wondered why I had let tourists keep this to themselves all these years.

For many Sydneysiders on both sides of the divide the bridge is as much a psychological as a physical barrier. What’s worth crossing the bridge for includes realising Kirribilli House is more modest than most Point Piper mansions, seeing author May Gibbs’ patch of bushland – the inspiration behind Snugglepot and Cuddlepie – and breathing deep lungfuls of Sydney red gum, swamp she-oak and lomandra in Cremorne Point Reserve, the health of which is thanks to Bushcare volunteers.
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Manly Beach.



The Cremorne Point to Balmoral part of the track reveals Sydney’s multilayered history: artists emulating European impressionists at Curlew Camp alongside ancient Aboriginal middens; the world-renowned Taronga Park Zoo bordering native bushland that shelters 150 bird species; and Georges Head. This was a significant Aboriginal ceremonial site before European colonists grabbed it as a strategic vantage point for military purposes. Now leisure seekers simply enjoy its expansive views of Sydney Harbour.

For the walker there’s a cost to all that leisure seeking: stairs. Up and down all day is the price you pay to see stunning headlands. Far from the reaches of traffic-choked Military Road you can walk along angophora-lined paths where banksias thrive and brush turkeys scrabble, and you will appreciate what keeps drawing people back.

I thought I knew beaches, beaches such as Bondi and Manly with their pounding surf, lifeguards and sneaky rips, but like so many of the harbour beaches Balmoral is well mannered and gracious. It has a gentle shore break here – an easterly notwithstanding – and a cautious shark net there. This beach politely requests you wade in rather than demand you dive under. However, two lighthouses along the track remind me that the harbour is not always as inviting for ships as it looks now.
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A shady walk along Bradleys Head.




Where:

Sydney, New South Wales.

Start and finish:

Bondi to Manly.

How long:

80 km one way, three to four days.

Degree of difficulty:

moderate, with some stairs.

Further information:

see Tara Wells’ guidebook on the whole walk at tarawellsauthor.com/books or visit bonditomanly.com.



The Spit Bridge to Manly track is a section already well loved by walkers. Protected national park headlands juxtapose with modern harbourside homes and an ancient Aboriginal engraving site at Grotto Point. Eastern water dragons are abundant, sunning themselves trackside. There are 220 recorded plant species on Dobroyd Head alone, a prime example of Sydney coastal heath. It may be tempting to walk into Manly and feel as though you’re done, but there is one more section to go, away from the laidback beach crowds.

Although Sydney always has a nature salve close by, Manly is the busiest centre you’ll walk through in 70 km and you may be tricked into thinking that’s all there is. Then you’ll turn a corner, the crowds will thin and once again all you’ll see are other walkers. If you’re there between July and February you may also see a fairy penguin or two, from Australia’s only mainland colony.

This is a walk through Australian history. It is the area of Sydney’s first quarantine site and necessary cemetery for the effects of smallpox, Spanish flu and the plague, with decommissioned military fortifications. North Head has a hanging swamp and is home to the threatened long-nosed bandicoot. You can stand at North Head and look back over the harbour to the city skyline. Opposite is South Head and all the headlands you will have ascended over and between. They reach out across the water, beckoning you to come back and walk it all again.

Words and photos Tara Wells
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Looking towards Bouddi Point from the southern end of Maitland Bay.




Bouddi Coastal Walk
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Located on the New South Wales Central Coast, the beautiful Bouddi National Park offers spectacular diverse landscapes from beaches and steep cliffs through to rainforest and heathland.
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If you can’t resist an opportunity to get your feet sandy but also love a bushwalk, then Bouddi National Park is a great place to spend a day. At the southern end of the New South Wales Central Coast, 1.5 hours north of Sydney, the Bouddi National Park offers numerous day walks that include the 8.2-km one way Bouddi Coastal Walk.

To get to Bouddi from Sydney take the Gosford exit off Freeway 1 and head past Woy Woy along Empire Bay Drive. Turn onto Wards Hill Road and then the Scenic Road, where you will continue right towards Killcare until you reach Putty Beach Drive. At the end of this road you will meet the southern tip of Bouddi National Park.
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A timber boardwalk skirts the cliff along the Bouddi Coastal Walk.



Drive past camp and picnic sites to a car park, for which you’ll need to buy a ticket, and then make your way on foot to the north end of gentle Putty Beach. The official start of the Bouddi Coastal Walk is marked by wooden stairs that lead to a rocky headland that offers gorgeous views of Sydney’s northern beaches. There are a few sections along the rocks that can be slippery after rain, but overall the track is fairly gentle. A timber boardwalk skirts a cliff where waves crash onto rock shelves below.

You eventually come to a T-junction, where you can head off to the small crescent Bullimah Beach or continue to Maitland Bay. The track to Maitland alternates between boardwalk, wide retained steps, sand and dirt. Avoid going after wet weather as some sections can become quite muddy and gather puddles. There are also a few areas where the steps are steep, but not for long.

Past the T-junction you’ll reach Gerrin Point, which has a lookout that affords spectacular views to the horizon and is a good spot to rest and scan the ocean for migrating whales. Bushwalkers will pass various eucalypts, grass trees, banksias, bottlebrushes and wattle. You will also hear the scratching of brush turkeys and the call of the whipbird and perhaps see a wallaby.


Where:

Bouddi National Park, Central Coast, 103 km north of Sydney.

Start and finish:

Putty Beach to MacMasters Beach Surf Club.

How long:

8.2 km one way, three to four hours.

Degree of difficulty:

easy-moderate.

Further information:

www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au.



As you get closer to Maitland Bay, which some people use as a nudist beach, you’ll reach the paved Maitland Bay walk. Once at the calm beach you can turn around, having done the Putty Beach to Maitland Bay walk (3 km one way), or you can continue to MacMasters Beach. If you continue you’ll get a great view of the rusting remains of the PSS Maitland from Bouddi Point and as you near the end of the track you’ll also pass the day picnic area of Little Beach. The walk finishes at MacMasters Beach Surf Club.

If you’re doing any walks in any of the state’s national parks, download the New South Wales National Parks app. With information on more than 225 national parks and hundreds of places to stay and things to do and see, including the Bouddi Coastal Walk, it’s the ultimate New South Wales parks guide for your phone. The app is free to download on iOS and android and offers an alternative to the traditional park brochure or map. Download information on selected parks when you’re at home, then you can access park maps, guides and important info when you’re in a national park and may not have internet access or mobile reception.

Words and photos Jennifer Chapman
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Werri Beach.




Kiama Coast Walk
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If you’re looking for a civilised weekend walking escape, the 20- to 28-km Kiama Coast Walk with its pretty beaches and bays, soothing views of the Tasman Sea and easy access to great cafés ticks all the boxes.
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Just 90 minutes south of Sydney, the Kiama Coast Walk boasts rich countryside and spectacular seascapes to rival any on the eastern seaboard while staying comfortingly close to cafés and other life necessities.

The walk’s missing link, an undulating, 6-km stretch along the clifftops of verdant downs between Kiama and Gerringong, is now open and has fast become the must-do walk for locals in the know. The new track allows fit walkers to complete the entire Kiama Coast Walk between Minnamurra and Gerringong, up to 28 km including detours, in one long day: but why should you rush when you can stay in Kiama and make a leisurely weekend of it!

Famed for its blowhole, Kiama is a pretty seaside resort town with plenty of accommodation and dining options and a wealth of history to take in. What’s more, you can take the train to shuttle between Kiama and the beginning or end of each day’s walk. Better still, the relaxed two-day option allows plenty of time for café hopping, whale watching, blowhole viewing and just mucking about in the sea.

Our walk was kick-started at Minnamurra with a drop-in to a cosy café. The walk’s proximity to civilisation never seems to detract from its scenic grandeur, on display almost immediately at Minnamurra Point, and what strange scenery it may seem to anyone familiar with Sydney’s weathered sandstone sea cliffs. Much of the rock thereabouts is latite, a columnar type of basalt formed from cooled lava that spewed from an offshore volcano south-east of Kiama some 260 million years ago.

The rock’s distinctive hexagonal columns can best be seen on the first day’s walk at the former quarry on Bombo Headland. The quarry has a Mad Max moonscape feel to it and is often used as a backdrop to video clips and television advertisements: those four-wheel drives can be driven anywhere! The sculpted form of Cathedral Rocks, an aptly named sea stack that had been passed a little earlier, bears the same volcanic origin.

The Blowhole in downtown Kiama has long been the town’s tourist drawcard and probably lent Kiama its name: the Wodi Wodi term kiarama-a means ‘where the sea makes a noise’. Less romantically, the Blowhole and its more obscure southern sibling, the Little Blowhole, are vented volcanic dykes under the latite-basalt rock platform. The water plume, which at times reaches up to 50 m high, results not directly from the incoming swell but from pressurised air trapped in the cavern below. Understanding the dynamics makes the show no less fascinating, and it can be hard to tear yourself away. However, just down the road gelatos and coffees await!

The second day of our walk led us around the two delightful coves of Kendalls Beach and Easts Beach, with the Little Blowhole and an excellent café in between, before we left civilisation to head south, bound for Gerringong. Lush green farmland rolled on into the distance, edged by precipitous cliffs, although the broad new track from Loves Bay keeps well clear of them. On this stretch the uninterrupted views are spectacular, and distance posts spaced every kilometre provide additional motivation. A series of information boards highlights the local history and geology.

This cliff-side strip of land was compulsorily acquired from private farmlands after years of protracted negotiations. The high wire fence that separates the track from the adjoining farmland seems a tad overdone, but supposedly you wouldn’t want to be between a charging cow and a high cliff. The district is the cradle of dairy farming in Australia, the fertile soils a legacy of its Vulcan past. Before the cows arrived the soils supported vast tracts of rainforest: the Illawarra Brush, one tiny remnant of which can still be seen from the track clinging precariously to the cliff line. Most of the rainforest was quickly exploited for red cedar and other timber in the early 1800s but Saddleback Mountain, which flanks Kiama to the south-west, still shelters the largest subtropical rainforest remnant in southern New South Wales.
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Kiama Lighthouse.
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Little Blowhole.




Where:

Kiama, 130 km south of Sydney.

Start and finish:

Minnamurra to Gerringong.

How long:

20 km (or 28 km including detours) one way, six to seven hours.

Degree of difficulty:

easy.

Further information:

kiama.com.au.



Where the path skirts close to the railway there is a break in the cliff line, so an easy detour can be made to visit the wave-washed volcanic rocks of Boulder Beach and for a rest. Soon after and off the track is the photogenic sea stack off Bare Bluff, then you descend the hills to Werri Lagoon; many walkers retrace their steps to Loves Bay from there. Through walkers, however, have more work to do trudging the length of Werri Beach, a year-round favourite with surfers, before climbing up to its southern headland reserve to take in more captivating views. There is a raised whale-viewing platform if you’re there at the right time of year for whale migration, then you bid the coast adieu and can saunter into Gerringong for an afternoon cake and coffee fix before returning to your start point.

Words John Souter; photos Gillian Souter and Brent McKean
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Gazing out at the wild ocean slamming against the cliffs.




Light to Light Walk
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The 30-km Light to Light Walk begins at Boyds Tower on the far south coast of New South Wales and ends at Green Cape Lighthouse. Along the way you can stop for a swim and the opportunity to spot seals, seabirds and whales.

[image: Image]

History, diversity, wildlife and Indigenous culture: the Light to Light Walk in Beowa National Park is a special and colourful walk located in the far south of New South Wales near the former whaling town of Eden. The hike can be a challenge to organise as it goes from point to point from either Green Cape Lighthouse to Boyds Tower (which is the route described here) or vice versa. Logistically, if you don’t have a car at either end this hike isn’t really possible without the help of one of the local tour operators.

The journey from the endpoint of Boyds Tower back to Green Cape takes about 40 minutes by car, and upon hitting Green Cape Lighthouse Road the going is slow as dirt roads wind along the coast until the forest gives way to open windblown heathland. The road continues to wind through heathland until the southernmost lighthouse in New South Wales emerges: Green Cape Lighthouse.

This hike is immensely unique, with lighthouses at opposing ends of the trail and each telling its own contrasting story of history. Green Cape stands out for its status as a heritage-listed lighthouse, built originally in 1883 as Australia’s first cast-concrete lighthouse and standing 29 m in height. Located on the northern edge of Disaster Bay, this lighthouse adds to the splendour of the area, with a rugged and wild coastline that is exposed to rough seas and winds.

In May 1886 the passengers on SS Ly-ee-Moon found out far too well about the rough seas and winds, with 71 people tragically losing their lives. The ship was travelling from Melbourne to Sydney and crashed into the reef below the lighthouse; only 15 people survived. Shortly after beginning the walk from Green Cape Lighthouse the tombstones from the victims of this fateful event can be found.

Despite the tragedies that have occurred along this coastline, the trails are full of life and diversity. Soon after passing the Ly-ee-Moon graveyard the forest gives way to the same open heathland that was found on the way in, except it is much closer to the coastline. Heathland is characterised by soils that are generally low in nutrients and close to the coastline are very sandy and shallow. The heathland on this part of the walk is vast and exposed with shrubs as far as the eye can see. The environment here can appear one-dimensional, but if you look closely enough there are plenty of wildflowers and banksias to be seen that attract many different types of birds and small mammals.

This walk can normally be done in two to three days, with a total distance of close to 30 km. Our first target was Saltwater Creek campground, 17 km from our original starting position at Green Cape: a solid day of walking by anyone’s measure. The vegetation just before Bittangabee Bay changes back into coastal forests littered with ferns near the gullies and waterways. It’s a great spot for lunch and a cold and refreshing swim in the ocean before the remaining 9.5 km to Saltwater Creek. The Bittangabee Bay ruins here are also a good place to stop and explore, with incomplete structures dating back to the 1840s when the Imlay brothers were exploring whaling opportunities in the area.

Shortly after departing Bittangabee Bay campground you’ll have to navigate your way around Bittangabee Creek, which can be a little tricky to cross while making sure you are still on the trail. With some caution, though, there should be no problems. From this point on red rock platforms throughout the walk are abundant and great places to watch out for wildlife. If you’re lucky you can spot white-bellied sea eagles soaring above in the sky catching the wind drafts looking for prey, and in the ocean migrating humpback whales can best be seen during the periods of September through to November.


[image: Image]
Green Cape Lighthouse, the southernmost lighthouse in New South Wales.
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Capturing one of many floral species along the trail.



The great thing about this hike is that the trails hug the coastline, offering many views of the ocean and colourful coastline. Bay after bay, the beautiful light blues of the ocean contrast against the red rock platforms and green coastal forests and provide plenty of motivation to keep moving: they don’t call this the Sapphire Coast for no reason! As you approach Saltwater Creek after passing Hegartys Bay you’ll have to kick off your shoes to pass through the lagoon onto the other side of the beach. This site is accessible by car, so be sure to make a booking as it can be very busy and especially during school holidays.

The walk out from Saltwater Creek to Boyds Tower is 13 km in which you’ll pass prominent rocky bays and landscapes such as Red Cliffs, Mowarry Point and Leather Jacket Bay. Red Cliffs in particular is unique and striking compared with the rest of the walk, with twisting and undulating 10-m+ red cliffs sharply dropping off into the south Pacific Ocean. Squally and wild ocean conditions can add to the feeling of apprehension close to the edge of the cliffs.

As you edge closer to Boyds Tower you’ll find the familiar red rock platforms and sapphire seas, as well as melaleuca forests, lace monitors and coastal caves that have been carved out by these ocean seas across millennia. There is lots to see here, but be sure to keep an eye north as Boyds Tower starts to become visible through the gaps of the coastal forests.

The choice to do this walk south to north or vice versa is entirely up to you, although the former is perhaps preferable. Although the open heathland is interesting to some degree and you have the vision of Green Cape Lighthouse when travelling south, the walk gets better and better as you travel north because you’re closer to the coast and continually winding through forests with ever-changing vegetation.


Where:

Beowa National Park, 40 km south of Eden.

Start and finish:

Green Cape Lighthouse to Boyds Tower.

How long:

30 km one way, two and a half days.

Degree of difficulty:

moderate, with some sand walks and rock hopping.

Further information:

nationalparks.nsw.gov.au.

Tour operators offering guided and self-guided walks on the Light to Light include Life’s An Adventure at lifesanadventure.com.au and the Sapphire Coast Guiding company at sapphirecoastguidingco.com.au.



This walk is special for the fact that it’s bookended by two vastly different lighthouses. It’s not often you can see the finish line in sight from a kilometre away. Boyds Tower was repurposed by Scottish entrepreneur Ben Boyd after the local government rejected the proposal for a private lighthouse to be built. Constructed in 1847, Boyd and his crew of buccaneers used the reformed lighthouse as a whale spotting tower, which gave them a huge advantage over other whalers in the area. The tower adds a colonial feel to the area, and was built from sandstone and with the top unfinished as though it had crumbled. The view from inside the tower on the ground floor offers a window into the past of what life was like for men such as Boyd during a bygone era.

The park in which this hike is located underwent a significant name change. Formerly known as Ben Boyd National Park, the park is now known as Beowa National Park. It historically became clear that Ben Boyd was far from a clean character, not for his whaling expeditions but for his involvement in the practice of blackbirding. Boyd took people from the islands of Vanuatu and New Caledonia and put them to work on his pastoral stations in New South Wales. With a tainted past hanging over the head of the park, Indigenous communities in the area agitated for a name change to Beowa, or ‘orca’, a name that is representative of the local Indigenous communities’ connection to the animal and the coastline of the area. It’s a lovely thing to contemplate while searching for whales and oceanic wildlife in the area.
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