
      
         
            [image: cover image]
         

      

   
    
      
        
          
Traditional Interiors

          
Leta Austin Foster  
Sallie Giordano
            & India Foster

          Brian D. Coleman 

          
Photographs by Erik Kvalsvik

          [image: Gibbs Smith Logo]
          [image: Photo of living room furniture.]

        

        
          Traditional Interiors

          Leta Austin Foster  Sallie Giordano & India Foster

          Digital Edition 1.0

          Text © 2015 Brian D. Coleman 

          Photographs © 2015 by Erik Kvalsvik; except for Preface portrait (left) © Palm Beach
            Life, Preface portrait (center) © Gabriella Viteri, and Preface portrait (right) © Tory
            Williams Photography 

          All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced by any means whatsoever
            without written permission from the publisher, except brief portions quoted for purpose
            of review.

          Gibbs Smith

          P.O. Box 667

          Layton, Utah 84041

          Orders: 1.800.835.4993

          www.gibbs-smith.com

          ISBN: 978-1-4236-3659-5 

          [image: Photo of a dining room.]

        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          
            
Foreword

          

        

      

      The spirit of the French Mediterranean with all its sophistication, colour and fun shimmers
        in the decor of Leta Austin Foster. This glorious book is a source of inspiration and a
        testament to her singular talent.

      Leta, or Letsy, as she is universally known, is a Southerner with a love of sun, spicy
        food, and laughter. Her great-grandfather had established a fortune based on phosphates in
        Florida, where the family settled in the 1880s. Leta’s grandmother traveled widely in the
        European society of the twentieth century, nurturing a connoisseur’s appreciation for its
        art, history, style and culture. It was largely through her upbringing and close affinity
        with her grandmother that Leta developed her own fascination for French decor and a love for
        England, its landscape, architecture and style. The axiom of the great British designer John
        Fowler that “every English room needs some French furniture” is clearly apparent in Leta’s
        designs, who also possesses an enthusiastic knowledge of the history of British design and
        cabinet making. It was this aspect that brought us together.

      When I first met Letsy in 2005, it was to discuss furniture, and expecting to meet a
        somewhat august top American designer, I was immediately attracted by her good-looking,
        youthful, pixie-like charm and sense of humour. One of her maxims is that decorating should
        be fun, whimsical and not taken too seriously. Consequently, I have delighted in our
        subsequent collaborations, which have lead to some highly imaginative creations. Working
        with her is always stimulating and thoroughly enjoyable. This sentiment is one clearly
        shared with her loyal band of clients, who engage her on projects varying widely from
        historic Southern mansions to New England log cabins, and with whom she builds a close
        rapport and enduring friendships. This year (2015) she is embarking on a new project for a
        client for whom she first worked in 1982. Her clients invariably describe her as “creating
        magic” or congratulate her each time she completes a project as “the best work she has ever
        done.”

      She works her magic by conscientiously ensuring that her decor respects the character and
        requirements of her clients, while at the same time paying deference to the architecture of
        the buildings and the spirit of the place; in other words, “form follows function.” These
        are principles she shares with her three daughters, who all possess the similar creative
        gene, all gifted designers: Elizabeth running her own business in Los Angeles, Sallie
        running the New York office and India the office in Palm Beach.

      Leta established her design business in Palm Beach in 1975, which, during the 1990s she
        expanded to offices in Los Angeles and New York. In order to satisfy her meticulous search
        for perfection and to overcome the difficulty of sourcing the ideal accessories, such as
        linens, tableware, silver, furniture, bathroom fittings or waste baskets, she opened the
        Leta Austin Foster shop at 64 Via Mizner, between Peruvian and Worth Avenues in Palm Beach.
        In her little emporium, you can find a tantalizing array of luxuries, as well as copies of
        this book, which is both an object of delicious beauty and a helpful resource of practical
        ideas.

      
—Thomas Mesel

      Furniture Designer, England
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Preface

        

      

      Do I dare tell the truth that when I first entered the world of interior decorating, back
        in what seems like the dawn of time in the early 1960s, I considered it because it was at
        that time one of the few careers in which women were paid equally to men? It seems crass,
        but that’s the way things were then. Dress design, interior decorating—yes; but lawyer or
        doctor—very problematic. A woman couldn’t even be a chef then. I mean, think about what a
        revelation Julia Child was, and what a trendsetter.

      But time passed, and times changed, and I changed, and by the time I formally opened my
        company in 1974 (with finally more than my grandmother and mother as clients), I was filled
        with a real passion for decoration. 

      And I have been so lucky: not only do I have a job where I look forward to Monday mornings,
        but I also have three daughters who seem to share that passion with me. And even luckier for
        me (although my eldest daughter, Elizabeth Dinkel, lives far away in Los Angeles and has her
        own wonderful eponymous firm), my daughter Sallie Giordano runs our New York office and
        daughter India Foster is here in the Palm Beach office, both active and talented decorators
        with me.

      We are always trying to express our design philosophy—you can read it in our Website—which
        is that each client is different, and each of them considers their own project, whether it
        is a commercial one or a home of their own, to be the most important one in the world—as
        they should. 

      So there we are, designing these various places, and paying attention all the time to all
        of the parts that make up the whole, because I truly believe that attention to detail is the
        name of the game. Whether it’s the different components of the cornice rail that runs around
        a room or the rings hanging the curtains from their rods, every detail counts. And so the
        makers of those details count too—the architects (I love architects; a good one is a
        decorator’s best friend), artists and artisans—from the curtain and rug makers, the painters
        of walls and furniture, the hangers of paper on the walls, the makers of furniture—these are
        the true bones of the business. My job is to plan great spaces and then utilize these
        talents in ways that are pleasing to my clients, my workmen, and also to me. The same goes
        for my daughters and associates.

      In this book you will see some of those very components—the things that go into a place and
        that depend on the fine work, fine design, knowledge (including history of design),
        unbelievable care of the workmen from the contractors right down to the people who come and
        hang the pictures on the wall—all the way through because of the passion that we in the
        company have. I hope you enjoy seeing the spaces we design.

      
—Leta Austin Foster
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      I first met Leta Foster while photographing several of her and her daughter Sallie’s lovely
        homes for my book 
          Farrow & Ball: The Art of Color.
         I was impressed with their use of color and furnishings within traditional design,
        and when Leta contacted me about a book of her own, I didn’t hesitate. We visited a wide
        range of the firm’s projects: beautiful and airy ocean-front retreats in Palm Beach (where
        Leta and India are based), chic and elegant apartments in New York City (where Sallie has
        her offices), historic homes in Virginia with fine art and antiques, and rustic lodges in
        New England. 

      As each interior was a unique culmination of many factors and decisions, we divided the
        book into four main subjects that illustrate and explain the often complex design processes:
        Curtains, Walls, Upholstery and Trim, and The Details. Our purpose is to share ideas and
        inspiration that will help you to create beautiful interiors of your own, drawing upon the
        best of traditional design.

      
—Brian D. Coleman
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Curtains 

                    

                

            

            Curtains are integral to any room. They absorb sound,
                provide privacy and moderate the light, making a space more intimate and inviting.
                To be done properly designing curtains requires a lot of thought, planning and
                skilled execution—scale, style and color are important; proper construction is what
                makes the difference. Here are examples in a variety of settings, from living rooms
                and dining rooms to bedrooms, in a range of styles from simple pelmets to
                multilayered, hand-embroidered panels that are done just right. 
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                    These silk panels are an elegant accent for the Chinese wallpaper in this
                        dining room. The soft green-and-cream gingham pattern tones down the luxury
                        of the silk, creating a sophisticated country charm. Notice the tiny
                        half-inch ruching along the leading edges. 
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