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To Terrie and Barbara, for making readers of us






INTRODUCTION

One summer evening in Greenwich Village, we found ourselves at a pub debating the best opening lines in literature. One of us argued for Orwell’s “It was a bright day in April and the clocks were striking thirteen” while the other championed Vonnegut’s “All this happened more or less.” Unable to agree, we struck a truce over our shared appreciation for Melville’s renowned opener: “Call Me Ishmael.” We also, for the first time, spotted the pun. What would happen if booklovers could actually call Moby-Dick’s narrator and leave a voice message? Hours later, we’d created a working phone number and issued this challenge to readers everywhere: Tell us a story about a book you love. The messages started pouring in. We shared our favorites online, word continued to spread, and we’ve since amassed thousands of anonymous voicemail messages from bibliophiles all over the world. Receiving and listening to those messages has become an enduring source of joy in our lives. We’re grateful and delighted to share that collection with you here, in the form of this Phone Book.

If you’ve seen a telephone directory before, The Call Me Ishmael Phone Book might feel familiar. Nostalgic, even. It may remind you of a slower time. You might once have dog-eared the pages of a book like this, circled your favorite local restaurants, underlined the phone number of a crosstown crush, or leveraged its thickness to sit a little taller at family dinner.

Maybe you’ve never seen a phone book, and you’ve always been able to reach your loved ones with the touch of a screen. For you, this book will help you discover stories from strangers in a way you never knew was possible. By the time you reach the end of their stories the wide and wired world might feel a little cozier, and a little more human.

Whether you miss your local Yellow Pages or you appreciate innovative ways to connect with people’s stories, the book you’re holding is an entirely new (and totally quirky) way to discover, explore, and celebrate life-changing books.

How to use this book to discover your next great read

Step 1 Call 774-325-0503 from any phone.

Step 2 Enter any four-digit extension that you find in this book.

Step 3 Listen to an anonymous reader share a story about a book they love.

Thousands of readers from around the world have left us voice messages about their most beloved books. Each message offers an answer to that age-old readers’ conundrum: What should I read next? Follow the steps above to hear the calls for yourself, or read the transcripts of a few of our favorites (marked by the symbol [image: Image]). You can browse the messages on the yellow pages by topic, or head to the white pages to view the listings in alphabetical order by author or book title.


How to use this book to explore bookish places

Step 1 Browse the yellow pages of this Phone Book and keep an eye out for this symbol [image: Image], which demarks a real-life literary location that you can explore.

Step 2 Call 774-325-0503 and enter the associated four-digit extension to learn about the location.

Step 3 Visit the bookish destination in person or online. Be sure to tag us in your travels on Twitter and Instagram: @callingishmael.

Like the phone books of old, the Call Me Ishmael Phone Book can help you discover incredible, real-life locations. We have an affinity for bookstores, libraries, and literary tourism, which is why you’ll find the real addresses of some of our favorite literary establishments throughout this book. Dial any location’s four-digit extension to learn more about the adventure that awaits. Also, you’ll find many independent bookstores tucked into various categories within the yellow pages of this book. Indie bookshops are some of our favorite places on earth, and while we couldn’t possibly list every shop, we do hope you’ll find and visit your local indie, and, if you’re able, buy lots of books while you’re there.


How to use this book to uncover literary surprises

Step 1 Read the Phone Book for listings, transcripts, and bookish places.

Step 2 Look for mysterious advertisements or puzzling pages.

Step 3 Try to figure out the literary reference.

Everything in this book has been included to celebrate and delight bibliophiles. If you see a page you don’t quite understand, it’s there to bring you a moment of bookish joy… if you can figure out what it means. While most of our four-digit extension codes lead to stories about books, some of them will reveal the voices behind literary projects that we love. Check back often, as we’ll continuously update many extensions in this Phone Book as time goes by.

How to use this book to celebrate books

This book is full of invitations to get involved with Call Me Ishmael. If one of our prompts or another reader’s story inspires you, call 774-325-0503 and leave us a message of your own.







CALLS by SUBJECT








Adventures



	48 Peaks: Hiking and Healing in the White Mountains by Cheryl Suchors

	8638




	Arabian Sands by Wilfred Thesiger

	4660




	Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer

	7744




	Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer

	6747




	On the Road by Jack Kerouac

	3795




	Quest for the Lost City by Dana and Ginger Lamb

	2800




	Tales of a Female Nomad by Rita Golden Gelman

	2832




	The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien

	6872




	The Odyssey by Homer

	7888




	The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway

	5349




	The Water Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates

	1347




	Tracks by Robyn Davidson

	3937




	Wild by Cheryl Strayed

	1953






An anonymous voicemail message about

Arabian Sands by Wilfred Thesiger

Ext. 4660

Hi, this is Rinker Buck. I’m the author of Flight of Passage and The Oregon Trail: A New American Journey, and the best book in the English language is Wilfred Thesiger’s Arabian Sands, followed closely by Wilfred Thesiger’s The Marsh Arabs. Wilfred Thesiger was one of the last great British explorers of the Victorian era, although he did his best work in the 1940s and 1950s. In the late forties, after serving pretty valiantly in World War II as a British Special Operations Officer in Arabia, he stayed behind and took a camel ride with a bunch of bedouin nomads through the so-called Empty Quarter in Saudi Arabia. This was before Saudi Arabia developed into the modern kingdom that we know today; it was totally absent of any modern conveniences in the old bedouin lifestyle. Wilfred Thesiger spent five years roaming the Empty Quarter—the desert—with a group of bedouins and wrote one of the most memorable and beautiful tales of all time. The Marsh Arabs is about his time spent in the marshes just north of Basra along the Euphrates River, before Saddam Hussein destroyed the marshes to chase the Marsh Arabs out because they weren’t loyal to him. Anyway, Thesiger is just a fabulous writer, completely unpretentious and clearly detailed in describing the wonder of travel in such remote places. I can’t say enough about those two books and I can’t say enough about Wilfred Thesiger. He died after roaming the world, and really accomplished in the twentieth century what many of us associate with the wandering Victorians of the nineteenth century. He died at the age of ninety-four, and those two books will just introduce you to the beauty and the wonder of spirited, rugged travel. When there are years when you don’t get out to do anything—you don’t go out to do any adventuring, it’s terrible—you have to write a book that year. And so we all need that kind of Walter Mitty escape and I can only recommend to this audience—the Ishmael audience—I can recommend Wilfred Thesiger as quite possibly the best writer ever. That’s hyperbole, but when you really love a writer, you’re entitled to a little bit of hyperbole. [image: Image]
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EPIC OUTFITTERS

Handwoven apparel for the journey ahead

ASK FOR PENELOPE: 7888





Adventure Bound Books

[image: Image]Morganton, NC

Ext. 1266





Adversity



	A Life Without Consequences by Stephen Elliott

	7335




	Harry Potter series by J. K. Rowling

	2111




	Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson

	5755




	The Dave Pelzer Trilogy by Dave Pelzer

	5851




	Tiny Beautiful Things by Cheryl Strayed

	6059






An anonymous voicemail message about

Harry Potter series by J. K. Rowling

Ext. 2111

Hey, Ishmael. I’d like to plug the most influential young adult series of my generation, which you can probably guess is the Harry Potter series by J. K. Rowling. I grew up with a single mother who was hopelessly addicted to crack. It was a brutal time for me. She would frequently go on binges for days on end, leaving me alone—or worse, in the company of dangerous people. After, she would always buy me a jawbreaker candy or a yo-yo or some other cheap trinket to show me that she was sorry. The trinkets could never replace her love or a normal childhood, but after one binge on my eleventh birthday, she bought me a copy of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone. I spent the next seven years spellbound. I like to think the series was my patronus, what I used to keep the darkness from getting in. Like Harry, I knew what it was like to hide in the cupboard and to be abused by the people charged with caring for you. So, I allowed myself the belief those years that if Harry could be rescued, so could I. The series provided the bubble I needed to survive my childhood, and because of it I’m honestly far less emotionally scarred now than I would’ve been. My name is Nathan and I’m the boy who lived. Thanks for taking my call, Ishmael. [image: Image]




Advice



	13 Little Blue Envelopes by Maureen Johnson

	3355




	Infinite Jest by David Foster Wallace

	6745




	Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut

	8007




	The Oldest Living Things in the World by Rachel Sussman

	7563




	The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster

	8894




	This Blinding Absence of Light by Tahar Ben Jelloun

	5928




	Tomorrow by Bradley Trevor Greive

	4934




	Too-Loose the Chocolate Moose by Stewart Moskowitz

	4590




	Ulysses by James Joyce

	3939




	Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein

	2400
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Group counselor for hire. Bring yourself and your friends.

Let’s meet when life gets dire at the place where the sidewalk ends.

Ext. 1950






Tralfamadorian Therapy
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We’ll change your worldview

Book anytime with Billy: 8007
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BIBLIOTHERAPY

RECOMMENDED READINGS AND REMEDIES

Ext. 3446
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AIRPORT ELECTRONICS SHOP

Power up. Wheels up. Sparks will fly!

Ask for Roxy: 8895



Airplanes



	Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese

	6578




	Feed by Mira Grant

	9324




	I Wrote This for You by Iain S. Thomas

	8736




	The People Look Like Flowers at Last by Charles Bukowski

	7334




	The Power by Naomi Alderman

	8895







Hudson Booksellers

[image: Image]Airports across the U.S.

Ext. 2267






An anonymous voicemail message about

Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese

Ext. 6578

Hey, Ishmael. I’m calling to tell you a story about a book that I read on a long flight, called Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese. A friend of mine had recently given it to me, and I was about three-fourths of the way through the book when I noticed the woman across the aisle starting to get restless. She stands up and she opens the overhead compartment and she moves her jacket and then she starts to zip a lot of zippers in her carry-on, and finally she pulls out this little pouch that she puts on her seat. And then she starts to put everything away, and then finally she sits back down, very still. So eventually I forgot about her and kept reading. And I read and I read, totally engrossed in this extraordinary story about twins and family and devotion and humanity, when all of a sudden I hit a stretch of narrative that just totally wrecked me. And I start sobbing—and I mean like complete shameless snot-flowing-down-my-face kind of sobbing. It was really embarrassing. But then this woman that I had noticed earlier opened the little pouch that she had retrieved from her bag and pulls out a tissue, and when she hands it to me she says, “I read that book a few weeks ago and I knew you were getting close.” I was stunned and grateful. She knew I would need the tissue when she saw me open that book at the very beginning of the flight. I think about that now every time I read on the plane. Goodbye. [image: Image]




ALABAMA BOOKSTORES

[image: Image]


	1977 Books: Montgomery

	Alabama Booksmith: Homewood

	Auburn Oil Co. Booksellers: Auburn

	Church Street Coffee and Books: Mountain Brook

	Ernest & Hadley Booksellers: Tuscaloosa

	Fae Crate: Wetumpka

	Little Professor Book Center: Homewood

	NewSouth Books: Montgomery

	Ol’ Curiosities & Book Shoppe: Monroeville

	Page and Palette: Fairhope

	The Haunted Book Shop: Mobile

	The Snail on the Wall: Huntsville

	Woni’s Bookshelf: Sumiton





Alabama



	Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson

	5755




	Looking for Alaska by John Green

	5769




	Looking for Alaska by John Green

	9201




	To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

	4933




	To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

	6346






INTERVIEWS WITH ALABAMA BOOKSTORES

Ext. 3497

Listen to stories from some of our favorite bookshops in Alabama.




The Legacy Museum

Ext. 3514

[image: Image]115 Coosa St., Montgomery AL 36104
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Scott and Zelda Airbnb Suites

at the Fitzgerald House Museum

Ext. 6453

[image: Image]919 Felder Ave. Montgomery, AL 36106



Alaska



	Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer

	7744




	The Call of the Wild by Jack London

	4938




	White Fang by Jack London

	9769






49th State Brewing

Ext. 1753
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[image: Image]717 W. 3rd Ave., Healy, AK 99501




ALASKA BOOKSTORES


	Arctic Loon Co.: Kokhanok

	Fireside Books: Palmer

	Hearthside Books: Juneau

	Hearthside Books & Toys at Nugget Mall: Juneau

	Homer Bookstore: Homer

	Old Harbor Books: Sitka

	Parnassus Books: Ketchikan

	River City Books: Soldotna

	Skaguay News Depot & Books: Skagway

	The Islander Bookshop: Kodiak

	The Writer’s Block Bookstore & Cafe: Anchorage

	Title Wave Books: Anchorage
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INTERVIEWS WITH ALASKA BOOKSTORES

Ext. 4398

Listen to stories from some of our favorite bookshops in Alaska.




Ancestors



	Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt

	7842




	Sabrina and Corina by Kali Fajardo-Anstine

	2268




	Women Who Run with the Wolves by Clarissa Pinkola Estés

	1640





Anger



	Animal Farm by George Orwell

	1029




	Ariel by Sylvia Plath

	4661




	Carrie by Stephen King

	5676




	I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai

	8888




	Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison

	1235




	The Darkest Child by Delores Phillips

	4847




	The Monkey Wrench Gang by Edward Abbey

	7559







RENT A RAGE ROOM

A safe space to smash stuff. BYO monkey wrench.
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Reserve today with Hayduke: 7559





Animals



	Black Beauty by Anna Sewell

	5669




	Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky

	7550




	Dinnertime by Jan Pie´nkowski

	4592




	Moby-Dick by Herman Melville

	3778




	My Family and Other Animals by Gerald Durrell

	7576




	Northern Lights by Philip Pullman

	3787




	The Dogs of Babel by Carolyn Parkhurst

	7689




	The Parrot’s Lament by Eugene Linden

	7892




	The Sibley Guide to Birds by David Allen Sibley

	9908




	The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo

	6922




	Watership Down by Richard Adams

	7844




	We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves by Karen Joy Fowler

	3940







Lion’s Mouth Bookstore

[image: Image]Green Bay, WI

Ext. 2768
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Lyra’s Animal Training

Is your furry friend a dæmon?We’ll help it settle down.

CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS: 3787





Ahab’s Whale Tours


[image: Image]


GUARANTEED SIGHTING ON THE FIRST (AND ONLY!) LEG OF YOUR TRIP.

Book today: 3778







Penguin Bookshop

[image: Image]Sewickley, PA

Ext. 2969






Sewell’s Stables
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Visit our equestrian center—it’s a beauty!

Call: 5669
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HAZEL’S HABITATS

Crates! Aquariums! Doghouses!

Get your pet a safe new home for just 20% down!

Ext. 7844



Anxiety



	Infinite Jest by David Foster Wallace

	7560




	Moby-Dick by Herman Melville

	2112




	Narcissus and Goldmund by Hermann Hesse

	3785




	What Do You Do with an Idea? by Kobi Yamada

	2942





Arizona



	Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli

	1009




	The Monkey Wrench Gang by Edward Abbey

	7559
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Rúla Búla

Ext. 4170

401 S. Mill Ave.

Tempe, AZ 85281
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Cherokee Elementary School

Ext. 2002

[image: ]Paradise Valley, AZ




ARIZONA BOOKSTORES

[image: Image]


	Anticus: Scottsdale

	Antigone Books: Tucson

	Bisbee Books & Music: Bisbee

	Bonny Books: Mesa

	Bookmans Entertainment Exchange: Flagstaff, Mesa, Phoenix, Tucson

	Bright Side Bookshop: Flagstaff

	Changing Hands Bookstore: Phoenix, Tempe

	Clues Unlimited: Tucson

	Copper News Bookstore: Ajo

	Enchanted Chapters: Phoenix

	Get Lit. Books: Sierra Vista

	Guidon Books: Scottsdale

	Half Price Books: Camelback, Paradise Valley, Mesa

	Mary Ann’s Mostly Books: Apache Junction

	Mostly Books: Tucson

	My Cat Jeoffry Bookstore and Cat Lounge: Chandler

	Palabras Bilingual Bookstore: Phoenix

	Peregrine Book Company: Prescott

	R Bookmark: Youngtown

	Red-Tail Books: Casa Grande

	Revolutionary Grounds Books & Coffee: Tucson

	Sun Devil Marketplace: Tempe

	The Book Haven: Prescott Valley

	The Book Shop: Green Valley

	The Literate Lizard: Sedona

	The Poisoned Pen Bookstore: Scottsdale






INTERVIEWS WITH ARIZONA BOOKSTORES

Ext. 1199

Listen to stories from some of our favorite bookshops in Arizona.



Arkansas



	I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou

	7570




	I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou

	8737




	The Bird Eater by Ania Ahlborn

	8775




	True Grit by Charles Portis

	2270






Maya Angelou City Park


[image: Image]


Stamps, AR

Ext. 1282




ARKANSAS BOOKSTORES

[image: Image]


	Bookish: An Indie Shop for Folks Who Read: Fort Smith

	Chapters on Main: Van Buren

	Dog Ear Books: Russellville

	It’s A Mystery BookStore: Berryville

	Jefferson Street Books: El Dorado

	Nightbird Books: Fayetteville

	Pyramid Art, Books & Custom Framing: Little Rock

	River Bend Books: Little Rock

	That Bookstore in Blytheville: Blytheville

	Two Friends Bookstore: Bentonville

	WordsWorth Books: Little Rock






INTERVIEWS WITH ARKANSAS BOOKSTORES

Ext. 1299

Listen to stories from some of our favorite bookshops in Arkansas.



Art



	Atlas of Human Anatomy for the Artist by Stephen Rogers Peck

	4596




	Boom by Michael Shnayerson

	5671




	Just Kids by Patti Smith

	6754




	Maus by Art Spiegelman

	4454




	Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary

	4445




	Sex Criminals by Matt Fraction and Chip Zdarsky

	7838




	Steal Like an Artist by Austin Kleon

	1825




	The Art Lesson by Tomie dePaola

	2834




	The Art Spirit by Robert Henri

	2356




	The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum

	5926
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Austin’s Art Appraisals

Creativity is invaluable. Know your worth!

Ext. 1825
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JUST KILNS

Ceramics that rock!

Lessons by Patti: 6754



Audiobooks



	Armada by Ernest Cline

	4662




	The Chronicles of Narnia by C. S. Lewis

	6680




	The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck

	6864




	The Martian by Andy Weir

	1051




	The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern

	4606




	The Tenant of Wildfell Hall by Anne Brontë

	6921




	Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston

	6924






Live Models


[image: Image]


Master the art of figure drawing

Ext. 4596
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EXTREME AUDIO SOLUTIONS

Out of this world service. Home of the original ear spuds.

Contact Mark: 1051
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Ear Care Specialist

Liberate your listening!

Make an appointment with Dr. Crawford: 6924




An anonymous voicemail message about

The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern

Ext. 4606

Hi, Ishmael. So here is my story: My mom and I went on a very long cross-country road trip because she offered to let me keep the family car at college and I needed someone to drive the car down with. We decided to check out an audiobook from the library for our trip, and the book we chose was The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern, because the narrator was the same guy who narrated the Harry Potter audiobooks, which we love. Well, my mom and I both fell in love with this book. It is magical, captivating, and perfect in so many ways that I don’t want to spoil. But, when we got to the end of the trip, we still had a lot of the audiobook left and my mom had to fly home and return it to the library. Well, I had to know what happened next, so I checked out the book on my library e-reader app on my tablet, quickly devoured the rest of it, and it ended up being my favorite book that I read in 2014—well, I guess I half read, half listened to it. But anyway, when I returned from college for the holidays I found in my bedroom a beautiful copy of The Night Circus sitting on my bed. My mom told me she knew how much I loved physical books. She had found this gorgeous copy, and even though it was kind of expensive, she thought it was worth it. After further questioning I found that she had returned the audiobook to the library and couldn’t wait to finish the book either and had bought this copy that we could now treasure forever. And that is my story. Thanks, Ishmael. [image: Image]




Authors



	Arabian Sands by Wilfred Thesiger

	4660




	Ariel by Sylvia Plath

	4661




	Chicken Soup, Chicken Soup by Pamela Mayer

	2222




	I’m with the Band by Pamela Des Barres

	7739




	It’s Kind of a Funny Story by Ned Vizzini

	4597




	Jewish Magic and Superstition by Joshua Trachtenberg

	7200




	Percy Jackson and the Olympians series by Rick Riordan

	2801




	Please Stop Laughing at Me by Jodee Blanco

	7581




	Short Order Dad by Robert Rosenthal

	1815




	Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky Albertalli

	2212




	Sing, Unburied, Sing by Jesmyn Ward

	3941




	The Collected Short Stories of Isaac Bashevis Singer by Isaac Bashevis Singer

	1012




	The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare

	6882




	The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster

	7199




	The Power Broker by Robert A. Caro

	9902




	Ulysses by James Joyce

	5492




	What Happens Next by Colleen Clayton

	7575




	Where the Stars Still Shine by Trish Doller

	1301




	Zlateh the Goat and Other Stories by Isaac Bashevis Singer

	4958






“What really knocks me out is a book that, when you’re all done reading it, you wish the author that wrote it was a terrific friend of yours and you could call him up on the phone whenever you felt like it.”

—The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger

Ext. 1391
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Call about an author you wish everyone knew.

Ext. 2192
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Magical Bookshelf Emporium

Hands-free delivery and assembly.

Ask for Matilda: 9837



Avid Readers



	A Little Princess by Frances Hodgson Burnett

	6878




	Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson

	4959




	Icy Sparks by Gwyn Hyman Rubio

	7740




	Matilda by Roald Dahl

	7837




	The Eye of the World series by Robert Jordan

	4351




	The Giver by Lois Lowry

	5854




	The Secret History by Donna Tartt

	9768
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Avid Readers

Ext. 2793




Optical Allusions
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Color-enhancing bifocals that will help you remember every word.

Ask for Jonas: 5854





Avid Bookshop

[image: Image]Athens, GA

Ext. 1706





Bars and Pubs



	The Man Who Fell in Love with the Moon by Tom Spanbauer

	1766




	The Sellout by Paul Beatty

	9904




	Ulysses by James Joyce

	3939







The Lit. Bar

[image: Image]New York, NY

Ext. 2707






The Prancing Pony
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Ext. 9373

Beer as cold as the Misty Mountain peaks!



Beach Reads



	Evicted by Matthew Desmond

	9707




	Moby-Dick by Herman Melville

	1980




	Whiskey and Ribbons by Leesa Cross-Smith

	1237
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Stubb’s Surf Shoppe

All are invited guests!

Ext. 1980




Beauty



	Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

	9999




	How We Fight for Our Lives by Saeed Jones

	9820




	I Am the Darker Brother edited by Arnold Adoff

	2368




	Something Beautiful by Sharon Dennis Wyeth

	7574




	The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde

	9899




	Unbearable Lightness by Portia de Rossi

	7551






An anonymous voicemail message about

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

Ext. 9999

When asked to pick a book that I love or has impacted me, I couldn’t help but think about Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. I actually read this book twice, once as an eleventh grader in my English class and then again as a freshman in college in my Composition II course. This book first stuck out for me because of my ability to connect with Dr. Victor Frankenstein and his depression. As an eleventh grader I had been suffering with depression for several years. I attempted suicide during my fall semester and reread this book during my spring semester. I could identify with the feelings Victor had over losing William and Justine, since I had just lost my mother a few years earlier. Feeling guilty over my mother’s death, I looked for comfort in food and had an unhealthy obsession with it. I also felt a strong connection with Dr. Frankenstein’s monster. Around this time in high school, I weighed around 320 pounds and felt like a monster myself. As I walked through the halls of school, I felt my fellow students staring at me. I would even hear them call me names when they weren’t. When I started therapy, my psychiatrist started me on a medication. [Soon I realized] that my classmates and complete strangers, who I thought were staring at me and calling me names actually weren’t at all. It was a manifestation in my mind. I not only saw myself as a monster from the outside, but I thought everyone else also saw me as a monster. I have since been able to lose over two hundred pounds in the last few years. I have recently undergone surgery to remove excess skin and have scars from that surgery all over my body. Oddly enough, I now have the scars to look like Dr. Frankenstein’s monster. [image: Image]
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Gray’s Portraits

Unlock the beauty within

Call: 9899




Frankie’s Facials
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Revitalizing faces since 1817

Ask for Victor: 1806




Becoming a Reader



	A Little Princess by Frances Hodgson Burnett

	6878




	Eragon by Christopher Paolini

	4602




	Escaping the Giant Wave by Peg Kehret

	7696




	Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J. K. Rowling

	5347




	Holes by Louis Sachar

	6801




	Inkheart trilogy by Cornelia Funke

	8680




	Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard and Florence Atwater

	3779




	My Louisiana Sky by Kimberly Willis Holt

	1014




	Northern Lights by Philip Pullman

	3787




	The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

	1060




	The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien

	9003




	The Library Book by Susan Orlean

	4444




	Well-Read Black Girl by Glory Edim

	4019




	Zlateh the Goat and Other Stories by Isaac Bashevis Singer

	4958







[image: Image]


Rubeus’s Reading Hut

Creating giant readers. Pets welcome.

Book here: 5347




Bag End Children’s Books
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Precious books for little readers

Knock loudly upon arrival: 9003




An anonymous voicemail message about

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Ext. 1060

There I was: twelve years old, incredibly intimidated by the size of The Book Thief, and struggling a bit over pronunciation. But I carried on. I was twelve when I first got it, and I was twelve when I first learned how much a book could hurt you. How fiction is fatal and how much you can cry over it. Twelve when I realized how beautiful words can be and how much a story matters to someone and everyone. Its take on Death is poised and eye-opening. It’s my favorite stand-alone, and the only historical fiction I’ve read to this day. I was twelve when I got my first existential crisis and I was twelve when I fell in love with words. [image: Image]




Bedtime



	Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson

	4959




	On Green Dolphin Street by Sebastian Faulks

	3793




	Pajama Time! by Sandra Boynton

	1040







[image: Image]


PAJAMA OUTLET

Pants and tees to help you catch Zs

Everybody’s wearing them!

Open late on Saturdays: 1040



Better Than the Movie



	A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens

	1641




	Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine

	7697




	Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card

	8698




	Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card

	8699




	Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Cafe by Fannie Flagg

	9715




	Harry Potter series by J. K. Rowling

	1371




	Me Before You by Jojo Moyes

	4770




	Percy Jackson and the Olympians series by Rick Riordan

	2801




	The House at Pooh Corner by A. A. Milne

	4612




	The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett

	7843






Ebenezer’s VHS Rental


[image: Image]


Provide read-receipts upon entry. All late fees diligently accounted for, every one.

Open on Christmas.

Ext. 1641




Bibliophiles



	Inkheart trilogy by Cornelia Funke

	8680




	Kushiel’s Dart by Jacqueline Carey

	5756




	Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard and Florence Atwater

	3779




	Sabriel by Garth Nix

	1809




	The Littles to the Rescue by John Peterson

	6879







[image: Image]


Bookmarks-R-Us

Ext. 7332




Booklovers’ Gourmet

Webster, MA

Ext. 4567



Big Questions, Asking the



	32 Candles by Ernessa T. Carter

	7553




	A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson

	7722




	All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque

	3653




	American Gods by Neil Gaiman

	3655




	Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy

	4659




	Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

	5673




	Cat’s Cradle by Kurt Vonnegut

	5677




	Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky

	9835




	Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

	8704




	Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton

	2001




	Mortality by Christopher Hitchens

	4000




	On Looking by Alexandra Horowitz

	4599




	Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse

	3814




	Solaris by Stanislaw Lem

	1816




	Something Wicked This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury

	1817




	The Book of Disquiet by Fernando Pessoa

	9956




	The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

	2839




	The Razor’s Edge by W. Somerset Maugham

	8897




	The Sirens of Titan by Kurt Vonnegut

	8632




	The Stranger by Albert Camus

	4626




	The Stranger by Albert Camus

	8911






An anonymous voicemail message about

Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton

Ext. 2001

The book that changed my view of the natural world was Michael Crichton’s Jurassic Park. I did read the book before I saw the movie, so I went into that with a better understanding than most people, probably. I was reading it in eighth grade and it was just about the time when I was starting to think philosophically. I was in all of these classes that were very thought-provoking, and just about this time when I was reading Jurassic Park I started to see some of the world’s mathematical and biological implications. I had mostly thought of life on earth as this big coincidence, but as I read through Jurassic Park, I learned life is resilient enough that it can exist wherever the conditions are correct. And it will almost immediately pop into existence wherever those conditions are met. I started to see the world through this lens of event patterns of inevitability. It really opened up the world and made everything seem more beautiful to me. So Jurassic Park truly did change my life. [image: Image]



Book Clubs



	Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi

	7201




	Not in God’s Name by Jonathan Sacks

	3784




	Something Borrowed by Emily Giffin

	1820




	The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas

	6869




	The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot

	4960




	The Mother-Daughter Book Club by Heather Vogel Frederick

	7883




	Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston

	6924






Book clubs we wish we were a part of: 9876

Have a great book club? We want to feature you!

Say hi: ishmael@callmeishmael.com



Book Covers



	Griffin and Sabine trilogy by Nick Bantock

	4594




	Prep by Curtis Sittenfeld

	1050




	Something Borrowed by Emily Giffin

	1820




	Strawberry Fields by Marina Lewycka

	2830




	The Diamond in the Window by Jane Langton

	1101




	The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams

	4242




	The Secret History by Donna Tartt

	9768




	The Spell Book of Listen Taylor by Jaclyn Moriarty

	4600




	Where the Stars Still Shine by Trish Doller

	1301




	Captain Underpants series by Dav Pilkey

	6026




	Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J. K. Rowling

	5347




	The Mozart Season by Virginia Euwer Wolff

	7884




	The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum

	5926




	To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

	5813






An anonymous voicemail message about

Prep by Curtis Sittenfeld

Ext. 1050

Hi, Ishmael. I wanted to talk about a book called Prep. It’s by Curtis Sittenfeld. I read it my sophomore year of high school. I was in a class that, it was a really great class—you just basically read whatever you wanted and then wrote about it. And I just wanted sort of like a book that could turn my mind off for a little bit. So I picked this up because it looked like one of those books. I judged it by its cover, because that’s what you do. It ended up sort of saving my life. On every page I would find things that this narrator thought that I had thought earlier that day. You know, like so many high schoolers, I thought I was completely alone and I had the strangest thoughts and I was just this crazy person. This book was just a wake-up call for me. It was like, Wow. I’m not insane. I’m not that… You know… Special. But it was a fantastic experience. When I had to write about the book for the class, I had to say whether or not I recommended it. And I said, “I love this book, but I would never recommend it to anybody because I feel like once they read it they would know too much about me.” I wanted to thank the author for giving me that experience. [image: Image]



    
        Call and tell us about a time you judged a book by its cover.

        
            [image: Image]


        Ext. 5877

    

    

[image: Image]


Extra-Exquisite Fair o’ Books

Super-stupendous stories for students in a snap.

Curious with questions? Call Benny: 6026




Booksellers



	Bloodroot by Amy Greene

	4961




	Charlotte by David Foenkinos

	6679




	In the Kingdom of Ice by Hampton Sides

	7742




	The Book of Disquiet by Fernando Pessoa

	9956




	The Shining Girls by Lauren Beukes

	9906




	The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin

	7914




	Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë

	9537





Bookstores



	A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman

	2645




	A Supposedly Fun Thing I’ll Never Do Again by David Foster Wallace

	1963




	Charlotte by David Foenkinos

	6679




	Guts by Chuck Palahniuk

	1533




	Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi

	7201




	I’m with the Band by Pamela Des Barres

	7739




	In a Dark, Dark Wood by Ruth Ware

	1038




	In the Kingdom of Ice by Hampton Sides

	7742




	On the Road by Jack Kerouac

	2796




	Quest for the Lost City by Dana and Ginger Lamb

	2800




	Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison

	9939




	The Art of Fielding by Chad Harbach

	1006




	The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein

	7204




	The Eye of the World series by Robert Jordan

	4351




	The Fan Man by William Kotzwinkle

	7556




	The Middle Stories by Sheila Heti

	9001




	The Spirit of Fairhope by Dean and Megrez R. Mosher

	8910





    
        
            [image: Image]


        Flourish and Blotts

        Ext. 2438

        All Our Books Are Magic
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Island Books

Alice Island’s only bookshop!

We’re hiring—Come inquire with A.J.

Ext. 4339




Monsieur Labisse

– BOOKSHOP –

Ext. 5487

Time for books, s’il vous plaît.


[image: Image]




Borrowed Books



	Broken by Daniel Clay

	5674




	I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson

	4610




	Strawberry Fields by Marina Lewycka

	2830




	The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams

	4242





    
        
            [image: Image]


        BOOKSTORE IN SAN FRANCISCO

        OPEN 24 HOURS

        Ext. 9372

        Special requests? Come by and ask for Ajax.

    

    

[image: Image]


Book Borrowers Blacklist


	Takes forever to return a book.

	Doesn’t like the book they borrowed from you.

	Loses a book.



Call and tell us about the bad book borrowers in your life: 774-325-0503 Ext. 6883




Bullies



	A Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snicket

	8635




	American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang

	5490




	Atlas of World History edited by Patrick K. O’Brien

	1030




	Bully.com by Joe Lawlor

	2365




	I Like Me! by Nancy Carlson

	5001




	Junie B. Jones Is a Party Animal by Barbara Park

	6753




	The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams

	6870




	The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien

	9003




	The Mother-Daughter Book Club by Heather Vogel Frederick

	7883




	Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher

	1052




	Wonder by R. J. Palacio

	2956







[image: Image]


Oak ’n Shield Securities

13 bodyguards at your beck and call.

Ask for Thorin: 9003




California, Northern



	American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang

	1025




	American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang

	5490




	Cannery Row by John Steinbeck

	5497




	Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? by Philip K. Dick

	7687




	Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? by Philip K. Dick

	7688




	Little Brother by Cory Doctorow

	5762




	Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

	3788




	The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan

	7749




	The Man Who Loved Books Too Much by Allison Hoover Bartlett

	6880






INTERVIEWS WITH NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BOOKSTORES

Ext. 6434

Listen to stories from some of our favorite bookshops in Northern California.
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Cannery Row

Ext. 3709 [image: Image] Monterey, CA




First Chinese Baptist Church


[image: Image]


Ext. 8513

[image: Image]15 Waverly Place San Francisco, CA 94108
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Henry Miller Memorial Library

Ext. 5626

[image: Image]48603 CA-1, Big Sur, CA 93920




NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BOOKSTORES

[image: Image]


	A Great Good Place for Books: Oakland

	A Seat at the Table Books: Elk Grove

	Afikomen Judaica: Berkeley

	Alexander Book Company: San Francisco

	Alibi Bookshop: Vallejo

	All Things Book: Windsor

	Alley Cat Bookstore & Gallery: San Francisco

	Amoeba Music: Berkeley, San Francisco

	Ashay by the Bay: Vallejo

	Avid Reader Active: Davis

	B & B Booksellers: Chester

	Bandung Books: Oakland

	Barn Owl Books: Quincy

	Bay Tree Bookstore: Santa Cruz

	Beers Books: Sacramento

	Bel and Bunna’s Books: Lafayette

	Bell’s Books: Palo Alto

	Bethel Store: Redding

	Bird & Beckett Books and Records: San Francisco

	Black Bird Bookstore: San Francisco

	Book Passage: Corte Madera, San Francisco

	Books Inc.: Alameda, Berkeley, Campbell, Laurel Village, Mountain View, Opera Plaza, Palo Alto, The Marina, San Francisco

	Books on B: Hayward

	Books on Main: Murphys

	Bookshop Benicia: Benicia

	Bookshop Santa Cruz: Santa Cruz

	Bookshop West Portal: San Francisco

	BookSmart: Morgan Hill

	Booky Joint: Mammoth Lakes

	Branches Books & Gifts: Oakhurst

	Browser Books: San Francisco

	Builders Booksource: Berkeley

	Capital Books: Sacramento

	Charlie’s Corner: San Francisco

	Christopher’s Books: San Francisco

	City Lights Bookstore: San Francisco

	Coastside Books, Inc.: Half Moon Bay

	Copperfield’s Books: Calistoga, Healdsburg, Larkspur, Montgomery Village, Napa, Novato, Petaluma, San Rafael, Sebastopol

	Dog Eared Books: San Francisco

	Downtown Book & Sound: Salinas

	East Bay Booksellers: Oakland

	Eastwind Books of Berkeley: Berkeley

	Ecology Center: Berkeley

	Eureka Books: Eureka

	Face in a Book: El Dorado Hills

	Fields Book Store: El Cerrito

	Flashlight Books: Walnut Creek

	Folio Books: San Francisco

	Four-Eyed Frog Books: Gualala

	Gallery Bookshop & Bookwinkle’s Children’s Books: Mendocino

	Globus Books: San Francisco

	Green Apple Books: San Francisco

	
Half Price Books: Berkeley, Citrus Heights, Concord, Dublin, Fremont

	Hicklebee’s: San Jose

	Hideaway Books: Sacramento

	Ink Spell Books: Half Moon Bay

	Jenny’s Paper & Ink Books: Grass Valley

	Kepler’s Books: Menlo Park

	Kinokuniya: San Francisco

	Laurel Book Store: Oakland

	Libreria Pino: San Francisco

	Linden Tree Children’s Books: Los Altos

	Main Street Bookmine: St. Helena

	Margie’s Book Nook: Susanville

	Mendocino Book Company: Ukiah

	Miranda Culp: San Francisco

	Moe’s Books: Berkeley

	Mountain Bookshop: Sonora

	Mr. Mopps’ Children’s Books: Berkeley

	Mrs. Dalloway’s Literary & Garden Arts: Berkeley

	Napa Bookmine: Napa

	Northtown Books: Arcata

	Orinda Books: Orinda

	Pages Books on the Green: Windsor

	Pegasus Books Oakland: Oakland

	Pegasus Books on Solano: Berkeley

	Petunia’s Place: Fresno

	Pilgrim’s Way Books: Carmel-by-the-Sea

	Placerville News Company: Placerville

	Point Reyes Books: Point Reyes Station

	Rakestraw Books: Danville

	Reach & Teach: San Mateo

	Readers’ Books: Sonoma

	Real Books: Fairfield

	Recycle Bookstore: Campbell

	Revolution Books: Berkeley

	River House Books: Carmel-by-the-Sea

	Russian Hill Bookstore: San Francisco

	Sausalito Books by the Bay: Sausalito

	Shen’s Books: Walnut Creek

	Sleepy Cat Books: Berkeley

	Spellbinder Books: Bishop

	Stinson Beach Books: Stinson Beach

	Sunlight of the Spirit: Sacramento

	The Avid Reader: Davis

	The Avid Reader on Broadway: Sacramento

	The Bindery: San Francisco

	The Book Juggler: Willits

	The Book Seller: Grass Valley

	The Book Tree in Montclair Village: Oakland

	The Booksmith: San Francisco

	The Collective: Oakland

	The Green Arcade: San Francisco

	The Reading Bug: San Carlos

	The Works: Pacific Grove

	Tin Can Mailman: Arcata

	Towne Center Books: Livermore, Pleasanton

	Twice Told Books: Guerneville

	Underground Books: Sacramento

	University Press Books: Berkeley

	Village Books: Ukiah

	Walden Pond Books: Oakland

	Winston Smith Books: Auburn

	Word After Word Books: Truckee

	Wow Cool Alternative Comics: Cupertino
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Coronado Public Library

Ext. 7227

[image: Image]640 Orange Ave., Coronado, CA 92118



California, Southern



	Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan

	8701




	Everything, Everything by Nicola Yoon

	9706




	Everything, Everything by Nicola Yoon

	8702




	Parable of the Sower by Octavia E. Butler

	2799




	Tales of a Female Nomad by Rita Golden Gelman

	2832




	The Library Book by Susan Orlean

	4444




	White Oleander by Janet Fitch

	7572
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Joan Didion’s former Hollywood house

Ext. 6973

[image: ]7406 Franklin Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90046




INTERVIEWS WITH SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA BOOKSTORES

Ext. 2335

Listen to stories from some of our favorite bookshops in Southern California.




Central Library

Ext. 8934

[image: Image]630 W. 5th St. Los Angeles, CA 90071
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA BOOKSTORES

[image: Image]


	A Classic Tale: Ramona

	Abednego Book Shoppe: Ventura

	Acorn Naturalists: Tustin

	Adventure Ink: Pine Mountain Club

	Arcana: Books on the Arts: Culver City

	Artifact Books: Encinitas

	Authors Bookstore: Ontario

	Bank of Books: Ventura

	Bart’s Books: Ojai

	Bay Books of Coronado at SAN: San Diego

	Bluestocking Books: San Diego

	Book Carnival: Orange

	Book Soup: West Hollywood

	BookMonster: Santa Monica

	BookPal: Irvine

	Books and Cookies: Santa Monica

	Bright Ideas Books: San Bernardino

	Burbank Military Books: Burbank

	Café Con Libros: Pomona

	Captain Fitch’s Mercantile: San Diego

	Cellar Door Bookstore: Riverside

	Chaucer’s Books: Santa Barbara

	Chevalier’s Books: Los Angeles

	Children’s Book World: Los Angeles

	Collector’s Shangri-La: Los Angeles

	Comickaze Comics: Books and More!: San Diego

	Creating Conversations: Redondo Beach

	DIESEL, A Bookstore: Santa Monica, San Diego

	Eclectuals: Lakewood

	Eso Won Books: Los Angeles

	Flintridge Bookstore: La Cañada Flintridge

	Gatsby Books: Long Beach

	Hennessey & Ingalls: Los Angeles

	Kinokuniya: Los Angeles, Santa Monica, Torrence

	LA Libreria: Los Angeles

	La Playa Books: San Diego

	Laguna Beach Books: Laguna Beach

	Larry Edmunds Bookshop: Los Angeles

	Library Shop: San Diego

	Libreria: Los Angeles

	Lido Village Books: Newport Beach

	Little Fun Club: Glendale

	LowLead Books: Pasadena

	Malik Books: Los Angeles

	Mysterious Galaxy Bookstore: San Diego

	Mystery Ink: Huntington Beach

	Mystery Pier Books, Inc.: West Hollywood

	Mystic Journey Bookstore: Venice

	Newsboy Books: Ontario

	Once Upon a Storybook: Tustin

	Once Upon a Time: Montrose

	Pages: A Bookstore: Manhattan Beach

	Paradise Found: Santa Barbara

	Print and Page Booksellers: Crestline

	Rabbit Readers Children’s Book Club: La Jolla

	Red Rock Books: Ridgecrest

	Robespierre Books: Solvang

	Run for Cover Bookstore: San Diego

	Russo’s Books: Bakersfield

	San Marino Toy & Book Shoppe: San Marino

	Sandcastle Tales: Del Mar

	Sandpiper Books: Torrance

	Schwabe Books: Simi Valley

	Skylight Books: Los Angeles

	
Small World Books: Venice

	Stories Books & Cafe: Los Angeles
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