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Many thanks to the wonderful tourism folks of Michigan for answering my endless questions. My appreciation to the excellent public relations officials and to the Michigan residents and business owners who took the time to share what makes Michigan special.


Gratitude to my Globe Pequot editor Sarah Parke for inviting me to take this treasure-filled trip through Michigan. It has been a delight and a pure pleasure.


This book is dedicated to my family—Kelly Rose; Mike Peters; Sean Rose; Stefanie, Will, Trey, and Arianna Scott; and Logan Peters.


A special remembrance to my husband, Bill Finch, whose spirit goes with me every step of the way through life’s journey.


—Jackie Sheckler Finch









About the Reviser


Jackie Sheckler Finch has written about a wide array of topics—from birth to death, with all the joy and sorrow in between. An award-winning journalist and photographer, Jackie has done more than a dozen travel guidebooks for Globe Pequot and is a member of the Society of American Travel Writers and the Midwest Travel Journalists Association. She has been named the Mark Twain Travel Writer of the Year a record five times, in 1998, 2001, 2003, 2007, and 2012. One of her greatest joys is taking to the road to find the fascinating people and places that wait over the hill and around the next bend.









Introduction


If you look at a map of the United States or spin a globe, you’ll discover that the most prominent state is Michigan. It always stands out, regardless of the size of the map or how obscured the detail.


Michigan is set off from much of the country by water. Four of the five Great Lakes surround it and have turned its borders into 3,200 miles of lake-shore where you can sit in the sand and look out on the watery horizon of the world’s largest freshwater seas.


Michigan is inundated with water. It’s not only outlined by blue, but its history was shaped by the Great Lakes. Today travelers search the state over for a bit of their own sand and surf, and there is no short supply. Stand anywhere in the state and you are no more than 85 miles from the Great Lakes and only 6 miles from one of the 11,000 sparkling inland lakes or 36,000 miles of streams and rivers. Come winter, Michigan’s water turns fluffy and white and gently lands all around, much to the delight of skiers.


Michigan is water, yet beaches and boating, swimming and sunbathing are only part of the state’s attractions. To the adventurous traveler, to those who love to swing off the interstates onto the country roads that wander between the woods and the lakes, there are quaint villages to discover and shipwrecks to explore, art fairs and mushroom festivals to enjoy, wine-tasting tours to savor, a stretch of quiet trail to soothe the urban soul.


All you need is time, a good map of Michigan, and this book. The map can be obtained by calling Pure Michigan toll free at (888) 784–7328 or by check ing the website michigan.org. The map will lead you away from the six-lane highways to the scenic country roads and then back again when you are ready to return home.


Michigan Off the Beaten Path points out those half-hidden gems that travelers rejoice in discovering, from a lighthouse that has become a country inn to party-fishing boats that let novice anglers stalk and catch the Great Lakes’ tastiest offering, the yellow perch. Because addresses, phone numbers, and hours of operation can change from summer to summer, the regional chapters contain a list of tourist associations that can provide the most up-to-date information.


The same holds true for prices. Inflation, with its annual increases in everything from room rates and restaurant prices to entry fees at parks and museums, will quickly outdate anything listed. Therefore, only the prices for substantial items (rooms, meals, and major attractions) have been provided in this book to help readers judge whether a restaurant or hotel is affordable.






Michigan Facts


Nickname: Great Lakes State


Capital: Lansing


Population: 9,986,857, 10th in the country


Area: 96,716 square miles, 11th in the country


Admitted to Union: Michigan became the 26th state when it was admitted on January 26, 1837.


Major Cities: Detroit, population 672,662; Grand Rapids, 200,217; Warren, 134,587; Sterling Heights, 132,964; Flint, 95,943; Lansing, 118,427; Ann Arbor, 121,890; Livonia, 93,971


Famous Residents: Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, Bob Seger, President Gerald Ford, Charles Lindbergh, Diana Ross, Stevie Wonder, Madonna, Magic Johnson, Tom Sell-eck, and Eminem


National Park Units: Isle Royale National Park, Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore


Travel Information: Pure Michigan (300 N. Washington Sq., Lansing 48913; (888) 784–7328; michigan.org) will send you a free travel guide to Michigan along with a road map. The West Michigan Tourist Association (721 D Kenmoor Ave., Grand Rapids 49546; (800) 442–2084 or (616) 245–2217; wmta.org) covers accommodations, attractions, and visitor facilities in the western half of the Lower Peninsula. The Upper Peninsula Travel and Recreation Association (1050 Pyle Dr., Kingsford, 49802; (800) 562–7134 or (906) 774–5480; uptravel.com) covers the Upper Peninsula.


State Parks: For a guide to the Michigan State Park system, contact the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Parks & Recreation Division, Box 30028, Lansing 48909; (517) 284–6367; michigan.gov/dnr.


Major Newspapers:Detroit Free Press, Detroit News, Grand Rapids Press, Flint Journal, Lansing State Journal


Public Transportation: Michigan’s major regional air center is Detroit Metro Airport, located in the suburb of Romulus 15 miles southwest of Detroit. The main carrier is Delta Airlines (800–221–1212; delta.com), which uses Detroit as a major hub. Both Greyhound Bus Service (800–231–2222; greyhound.com) and Amtrak (800–872–7245; amtrak.com) maintains service throughout the state.


Climate: Michigan is split in the middle by the 45th Parallel; this northern position means that it has a very temperate, four-season climate. Summers reach the high 90s but rarely break triple digits. Winters can dip to minus 10 or 20 degrees at times in the northern half of the state but usually hover between 10 and 20 degrees in southern Michigan. Thanks to the Great Lakes, Michigan receives an abundance of snow, with some towns like Munising and Calumet totaling more than 250 inches by the end of March. Autumn colors are spectacular in the state, with trees beginning to change in late September in the Upper Peninsula and late October in southern Michigan.







Most of all, more than this book and a map, you need time. Don’t short-change Michigan. Don’t try to cover half the state in a weekend holiday. You will only be disappointed at the end of your trip. You could spend a summer exploring Michigan and never leave the shoreline. I have spent a lifetime traveling here, yet my never-ending list of places to go and adventures to undertake only grows longer with each journey in the Great Lakes State.













Southeast Michigan




Southeast Michigan, a region of seven counties, revolves around metropolitan Detroit, which sprawls into three of them. And Detroit revolves around automobiles. It’s as simple as that.


Known best throughout the country as Motor City, Detroit carries several other titles, including Motown, after the recording company that produced such famous singers as Diana Ross and Stevie Wonder before it fled to Los Angeles from its studio on Woodward Avenue. The city was also home to the nation’s oldest state fair (the Michigan State Fair dated to 1849) until it was closed after funding cuts in 2009. On May 30, 2012, it was announced that the Michigan State Fair would be replaced by the Great Lakes Agricultural State Fair, which was held August 31 through September 3, 2012, at the Suburban Collection Showplace in the Detroit suburb of Novi. In 2013, Fifth Third Bank became the sponsor so the name became the Fifth Third Bank Michigan State Fair with a private entity, Michigan State Fair LLC, organizing the annual event. The fair is still held in Novi at the Suburban Collection Showplace. Detroit and its neighboring suburbs wear many faces: some are good, some others are unjustly earned, but the least recognized one is that of a destination for travelers. Detroit is the twenty-fourth









SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN
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largest city in the country, yet despite its size many tourists consider it very much “off the beaten path.” Depart from the city and the rest of Southeast Michigan changes quickly, from the urban sprawl to the rolling hills and lakes of northern Oakland County, the blue water of St. Clair and Port Huron, and the culture and carefree college ways of Ann Arbor, the home of the University of Michigan.




Wayne County


Until the 1870s, Detroit was a commercial center for farmers, but at the end of that century the first automobiles appeared, as Ransom E. Olds and Henry Ford began tinkering with “horseless carriages.” By 1903, Ford had organized the Ford Motor Company, and when he pioneered the assembly-line method of building cars and introduced the Model T, the vehicle for the common man, Detroit’s place as the automobile capital of the world was established.


Cars are a way of life in Detroit. Michigan boasts of having the first mile of concrete rural highway (1909), the first traffic light (1915), and the first urban freeway free of those annoying stoplights (1942). The best-known place to view this history of cars and their immense effect on the American way of life is The Henry Ford, home of Greenfield Village and Henry Ford Museum (313–982–6001 or 800–835–5237; thehenryford.org), a 260-acre complex with 100 historic buildings in Dearborn that has become the nation’s largest indoor and outdoor museum.


A $200 million upgrade of Greenfield Village in 2004 resulted in “America’s Greatest Historical Attraction” being extensively redesigned and for the first time open from mid-April through New Year’s Eve. Now the streets of the turn-of-the-20th-century village are lined with 331 lampposts, while such famous buildings as Thomas Edison’s laboratory from Menlo Park, New Jersey; the Wright Brothers’ Ohio cycle workshop; and the Logan County Courthouse where Abraham Lincoln first practiced law are heated for visitors who arrive outside the summer months. The adjacent Henry Ford Museum also features new exhibits, including the bus where in 1955 Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat, thus igniting America’s civil rights movement.


So much history, so little time to absorb it all. Keep in mind that the village and the museum are each a separate attraction with a separate admission price, and each requires a good part of a day to view. Car buffs are fascinated by the Henry Ford Museum, especially its main attraction, the Automobile in American Life, an ode to the motorcar culture that is the social history of 20th-century America. Families and children love Greenfield Village.






Henry Ford Museum Home of Priceless American Memorabilia


A glass vial with the dying breath of famed inventor Thomas Edison.


The maroon chair, still bloodstained, where President Abraham Lincoln was assassinated at Ford’s Theatre.


A folding camp bed that General George Washington actually slept in during the Revolutionary War.


Henry Ford was a collector. As one of the world’s first billionaires, Ford had the money to collect whatever struck his fancy. Instead of expensive works of art or precious gems, however, Ford liked to save pieces of everyday life from the past.


A quote from Ford explains why he was so interested in his unusual collection:


“When I went to our American history books to learn how our forefathers harrowed the land, I discovered that the historians knew nothing about harrows,” Ford says. “Yet our country has depended more on harrows than on guns or speeches. I thought that a history which excluded harrows and all the rest of daily life is bunk and I think so yet.”


Born July 30, 1863, in Dearborn, Henry Ford was the oldest of six children of first-generation Irish farmers, William and Mary Ford. Not rich, but far from poor, the Fords had a secure homelife. By all rights, Henry probably should have become a farmer. But at 16 and against the wishes of his father, Ford left the farm for Detroit, where he found work as a mechanic’s apprentice.


Ford advanced steadily and became chief engineer at the Edison Illuminating Co. At 24, Ford married Clara Bryant, a friend of his sister’s. He called his wife “The Believer” because she encouraged his plans to build a horseless carriage from their earliest days together.


In his spare time, Ford tinkered with creating that motorized vehicle. Part of his legacy is that Ford created a mass-produced automobile that was affordable for many common folks. He may have contributed more than any other individual—besides his friend and mentor Thomas Edison—to the reality of the modern world.


Ford also developed an obsessive collection of historical memorabilia and commonplace items like toasters, farm machinery, kerosene lamps, and steam engines. In 1919, the city of Dearborn decided to widen a number of streets. Ford’s beloved boyhood home stood directly in the path of development. It seemed ironic that the house was about to be destroyed due to the rush of traffic that Ford helped create.


But Ford found an ideal solution. He moved the entire house and it became the beginning of his Greenfield Village that today contains nearly 100 structures. By 1920, Ford had decided to start a museum that would emphasize industrial history and thereby “give people a true picture of the development of the country.”


The best way to create this picture, Ford decided, was to have two parts. An exhibit hall would display inventions and artifacts that recorded man’s technological and cultural progress. An adjacent outdoor village of residential, commercial, and industrial architecture would show how those objects were made and used.


He named the entire complex The Edison Institute, in honor of the man who encouraged Ford when he was developing his automobile and who embodied, the carmaker believed, practical genius.


Ford greatly admired Edison, who routinely came pretty close to his goal of creating one major invention every six months and a minor one every 10 days. Edison patented 1,097 inventions.


Displayed at the entrance to the museum is a cornerstone with Edison’s signature and footprints, along with legendary horticulturist Luther Burbank’s spade. It commemorates the dedication of the site on Sept. 27, 1928.


The opening of the new museum and village would take place a year later. Ford decided that Oct. 21, 1929, would be the date since it marked the 50th anniversary of Edison’s first successful experiment with a suitable approach to manufacturing an incandescent lamp.


Among the most popular museum exhibits is the one on Presidential Vehicles. It features the Theodore Roosevelt horse-drawn Brougham, Franklin D. Roosevelt Sunshine Special, Dwight D. Eisenhower Bubbletop, and the 1961 Lincoln where JFK was riding when he was assassinated in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963.


The Reagan presidential limousine is where Ronald Reagan took refuge on March 1, 1981, to escape would-be assassin John Hinckley’s gunfire. Going into service under President Nixon, the limo is also the car in which President Ford was riding when an attempt was made on his life. This is the last presidential limo that will be preserved. All presidential cars are now destroyed by the Secret Service for security reasons.


One of the museum’s unusual vehicle acquisitions invites visitors to step aboard and sit where Rosa Parks rode on the day she refused to give up her seat. Even years after the 1955 incident shook the country, Montgomery, Alabama, had no clue about the significance of that little bus.


City transit officials took it out of service in 1971 and sold it to a man who threw the seats down a ravine to make more room for his tools. When the vehicle quit running, wild animals eventually moved in and the bus was used for target practice.


Finally, someone realized its historic value and put it on the auction block. The 36-passenger bus was sold in 2001 for $492,000 to the Ford Museum. The museum spent another $318,000 restoring the bus to the way it looked the day Parks boarded it and sparked the modern civil rights movement.


Rosa Parks died in Detroit on Oct. 24, 2005. She and her husband Raymond had moved to Detroit in 1957.


When I visited, an elderly woman sat on the bus and began softly weeping. It was tears of joy, she told me, that the bus had been preserved as an actual witness to an important chapter in American history. Such a remarkable legacy Henry Ford has left to the world.







AUTHOR’S TOP TEN PICKS






	Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum


	220 E. Ann St.


	Ann Arbor


	(734) 995–5439


	aahom.org


	Detroit Institute of Arts


	5200 Woodward Ave.


	(313) 833–7900


	dia.org


	Detroit Zoo


	8450 W. 10 Mile Rd.


	Royal Oak


	(248) 541–5717


	detroitzoo.org


	Eastern Market


	Detroit


	(313) 833–9300


	easternmarket.org


	Ford Drive-in


	10400 Ford Rd.


	Dearborn


	(313) 846–6910


	forddrivein.com


	The Henry Ford


	20900 Oakwood Blvd.


	Dearborn


	(800) 835–5237


	thehenryford.org


	Motown Museum


	2648 W. Grand Blvd.


	Detroit


	(313) 875–2264


	motownmuseum.org


	People Mover


	Detroit


	(313) 224–2160


	thepeoplemover.com


	River Raisin Battlefield


	1403 E. Elm Ave.


	Monroe


	(734) 243–7136


	nps.gov/rira


	Wright Museum of African American History


	315 E. Warren Ave.


	Detroit


	(313) 494–5800


	thewright.org


	









The complex is located at 20900 Oakwood Blvd. and reached by following signs from Southfield Freeway. Admission is $25 for adults and $18.75 for children for the museum; $28 for adults and $21 for children for the village.


For a more intimate view of the auto barons themselves, visit one of the many mansions that auto money built and historical societies have since preserved. Fair Lane, the Henry Ford estate, is a 56-room mansion located nearby on the University of Michigan–Dearborn campus. Built in 1915 at what was then an astronomical $1.8 million, the home is an extension of Ford’s ingenuity wrapped up in his love for functionalism. It often hosted such dignitaries as Edison, President Herbert Hoover, and Charles Lindbergh. Underground are the massive turbines and generators that were designed by Ford and his friend Edison in the 6-level powerhouse that made the estate self-sufficient in power, heat, light, and even ice.




From the outside the house looks modest compared with other historic mansions. But inside you’ll find such luxuries as a central vacuum cleaner, a 65-extension phone system, and a 1-lane bowling alley. On April 7, 1947, the Rouge River flooded and knocked out the powerhouse. That night, without heat, light, or phone service, Ford suffered a cerebral hemorrhage and died by candlelight.


michigantrivia




Michigan’s largest city has the distinction of lying north of the Canadian border. Visitors are often surprised when they learn that to reach Windsor, Ontario, they have to drive south on the Ambassador Bridge or through the Detroit-Windsor Tunnel.





To reach U of M–Dearborn, head west of Southfield Expressway on Michigan Avenue and then north on Greenfield Road, where signs point the way to the small campus. Although the grounds of Fair Lane (313–593–5590; henryfordestate.org) remain open to the public daily from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., the estate is now closed for renovations. The University of Michigan–Dearborn and the Edsel & Eleanor Ford House in Grosse Pointe Shores, Michigan, have agreed to unite the Henry Ford Estate and Ford House in what they say will become a national model of sustainability. In June 2013, ownership of the Henry Ford Estate was transferred from the university to the Henry Ford Estate, Inc., a new 501(c)(3) corporation to restore and reopen the estate, and no date has been set for reopening. Historic buildings of the estate can be viewed on a limited basis by prearranged group tours. And the grounds remain open year-round for the public to explore and discover. Maps highlighting walking loops are available on-site. Admittance to the grounds and on-site parking are free.


The ultimate experience for many car buffs is the Ford Rouge Factory Tour. The massive industrial complex is located at the confluence of the Rouge and Detroit Rivers just south of Detroit and began by producing tractors, not cars, in 1921. At its peak in the 1930s, more than 100,000 people worked at the Rouge, and a new car rolled off the line every 49 seconds. The Rouge was so big that 1,500 tons of iron were smelted daily and every month 3,500 mopheads had to be replaced to keep the complex clean.


Today the Ford Rouge Center is still Ford Motor Company’s largest single industrial complex, employing 6,000 workers. It is also one of the world’s most advanced and flexible manufacturing facilities, capable of building up to 9 different models on 3 vehicle platforms, and features a 10.4-acre “living roof” where thousands of tiny sedum plants help decrease energy consumption and improve air and water quality.




The tour is offered through The Henry Ford (313–982–6001, 800–835–5237; thehenryford.org) with buses leaving the museum complex in Dearborn every 20 minutes from 9:20 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mon through Sat. It begins with 2 video presentations; the first a historic look at the Rouge, the second a stunning 360-degree IMAX view of how automobiles are made. A trip to an 80-foot-high observation deck for the living roof follows, but for most visitors the best is at the end. From an elevated walkway, the 2-hour tour concludes with a view of the assembly line below and workers putting the final touches on F-150 pickup trucks. The noise and heat of a car factory are not soon forgotten. Because production varies by vehicle demand, the assembly line is not always operating, but visitors can still see it. Check out the website for non-production times. Tickets for the Ford Rouge Factory Tour are $19 for adults and $14.25 for children.


Movie stars and fresh air—you do remember drive-in theaters, don’t you? At the Ford Drive-in in Dearborn, it’s hard to forget them. Contrary to the popular belief that drive-ins are cinematic dinosaurs of the bebop era, this motorized movieland in the hometown of Henry Ford is still packing them in.


Ford bills itself as the “largest drive-in theater in the world” because it features 5 theaters—that’s right, 5 separate screens, each showing a different movie. Always a double feature, patrons get 2 films for the price of 1.


Ford Drive-in (313–846–6910; forddrivein.com) is reached from I-94 by taking exit 210 and heading north on Wyoming Avenue. Some of the screens are entered from Wyoming Avenue and some from Ford Road. In-car heaters are available.


To most people Detroit is Motor City, but to music lovers it will always be Motown, the birthplace of the famous record company that Berry Gordy Jr. founded in 1958. Gordy started out with $800 and a small recording studio that was built in the back of his Grand Boulevard home. From Studio A emerged the distinct “Motown Sound” and such performers as Marvin Gaye, Smokey Robinson and the Miracles, Gladys Knight and the Pips, the Supremes, the Jackson 5, and a very talented blind singer named Steveland Morris Hardaway, known now as Stevie Wonder. Eventually the famous “Hitsville USA” sign was hung on the front of the home, and Motown expanded into seven additional houses along the street before setting up its Woodward office.


The company continued recording in Studio A until 1972, when it moved its operation to Los Angeles. What remains today at Hitsville USA is the Motown Museum, a state historic site. The museum is two adjoining houses filled with gold record awards, old album covers, publicity photos, and even some old Temptations costumes that are viewed to the beat of Motown hits played continuously in every room. For most visitors the intriguing part is Studio A and its control booth, looking as it did many years ago when Motown was a struggling recording company.


TOP ANNUAL EVENTS






	JULY


	Ann Arbor Street Art Fair


	Ann Arbor


	(734) 994–5260


	artfair.org


	Michigan Elvisfest


	Ypsilanti


	(734) 483–4444


	mielvisfest.org


	Port Huron to Mackinac Island Yacht Race (Boat Night)


	Port Huron


	(800) 852–4242


	bycmack.com


	AUGUST


	Woodward Dream Cruise


	Birmingham


	woodwarddreamcruise.com


	LABOR DAY WEEKEND 
Ford Arts, Beats & Eats


	Royal Oak


	(248) 541–7550


	artsbeatseats.com


	Detroit International Jazz Festival


	Downtown Detroit


	(313) 447–1248


	detroitjazzfest.com


	









Motown Museum (313–875–2264; motownmuseum.org) is located at 2648 W. Grand Blvd., 2 blocks west of the exit off the Lodge Freeway. The museum is open Wed through Sat 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and until 8 p.m. on Mon in July and Aug. Admission is $15 for adults, $10 for children ages 5 to 17, free for age 4 and under.


Although Detroit has its mansions and its auto barons, it is known primarily as a blue-collar town, an assembly-line haven that has made it as ethnically diverse as any city in the country. Detroiters love their heritage, ethnic foods, music, and the traditions of an old way of life. The ethnic pride and the love of traditional foods can best be seen at the Eastern Market (313–833–9300; easternmarket.org), a farmers’ market that, at 43 acres, is said to be the largest of its kind (open to retailers rather than wholesalers) in the country and certainly one of the oldest in the Midwest. It dates back to 1841. Two areas, one open-air, the other enclosed, and both decorated with huge murals on the outside, are the heart of the market with more than 250 independent vendors and merchants covering six blocks. On Sat from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. they overflow with shoppers, farmers, and vendors bartering for the freshest fruit, vegetables, flowers, meats, and cheeses to be found in the city. Everything from the farm is on sale here, from homemade bratwurst to live rabbits, and the market makes for an enjoyable stroll, even if you don’t intend to buy anything. Ringing the market are butcher shops, fish markets, and stores specializing in spices, nuts, and foods imported from around the world. The market is also open every Tues from June through the end of Oct, plus Thanksgiving week, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and every Sun from June through the end of Oct, including Thanksgiving week, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.


To reach the Eastern Market, head downtown on I-75 and exit east on Mack Avenue. The market is 2 blocks east of the expressway, near Russell Avenue.


Restaurants also reflect the ethnically diverse, hardworking Detroiters who at nightfall put aside their jobs and enjoy themselves immensely with good food served in large portions at very reasonable prices. Coney Island hot dogs and baseball are a summer tradition in the Motor City. Begin with the Detroit Tigers, an American League club that moved into its new stadium, Comerica Park, in 2000; after the ninth inning, head over to Lafayette Coney Island, Detroit’s premier hot-dog place. Located where Lafayette and Michigan Avenues merge near Kennedy Square downtown at 118 W. Lafayette Blvd., the porcelain white eatery with its male waiters is an institution in Detroit. The fare is Coney dogs (with loads of chopped onions, chili, and mustard), loose burgers (loose hamburger in a hot-dog bun), and bean soup served on Formica counters and tables with paper napkins and truck-stop china. Yet arrive at midnight and you’ll see patrons dressed in tuxedos enjoying a late-night hot dog after the symphony, seated next to a couple of rabid baseball fans with a team pennant. Lafayette Coney Island (313–964–8198) is open 24 hours daily with hot dogs and loose burgers priced at around $3. They only accept cash.


A few blocks over at Monroe Street is lively Greektown, where a dozen restaurants, nightclubs, and Greek bakeries make it the liveliest spot in downtown Detroit. My favorite restaurant is Pegasus Tavernas (313–964–6800; pegasustavernas.com) at 558 Monroe St., where you can enjoy the Detroit tradition of saganaki—flaming Greek kasseri cheese served to the cry of “Opa!” The best comfort food in Detroit is Urban Soul (313–344–9070; urbansoulrestaurant.com) at 1535 E. Lafayette St. It’s the place for fried catfish, collard greens, sweet potato pie, even fried corn. Detroit’s Polish community is centered around the city of Hamtramck, where Pope John Paul II once performed mass. At the Polish Village Cafe (313–874–5726; polishvillagecafe.us) at Yehmans Street and Joseph Campau Avenue, you can dig into stuffed cabbage, pork goulash, and pierogi for less than $8. Great barbecue is easy to find throughout the city but it’s hard to pass up the smoked meats and baby back ribs and pulled pork served at Slows Bar BQ (313–962–9828; slowsbarbq.com) at 2138 Michigan Ave. in the Corktown District of Detroit.






Dueling Coney Islands


In Michigan a chili dog is called a “Coney Island” in reference to the birthplace of the hot dog. The hot dog itself may be East Coast, but the Coney Island is a Detroit tradition that dates back more than 100 years.


It began in 1917 when Constantine “Gust” Keros, a Greek immigrant to Detroit, opened American Coney Island on Lafayette Boulevard. Keros sold his New York–style hot dogs for a nickel and was so successful that he enticed his brother, William, to immigrate from Greece and help with the family business. In 1924, the storefront next door became available and William Keros jumped at the opportunity to start his own shop, Lafayette Coney Island. The competition between the two brothers was friendly but fierce, and soon both began slathering their hot dogs with chili to attract customers, leading to Detroit’s unique version of a Coney Island. Or so the story goes.


What can’t be debated is these two hot dog restaurants, still owned by third generation family members, have been slugging it out for the heart and soul of Detroiters ever since. They are both open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, serving up a hot dog, covered with a “secret family chili sauce recipe,” chopped onions, and yellow mustard on a steamed bun. Your order is called out, usually in a thick accent, by a waiter standing next to your table and arrives almost instantaneously with the toppings piled so high on the hot dog most of your plate is covered with chili and onions. All this for about $5.


In 1989, American Coney Island (313–961–7758; 114 W. Lafayette Blvd.; american-coneyisland.com) moved into an adjacent corner building but Lafayette Coney Island (313–964–8198; 118 W. Lafayette Blvd.) is still housed in the same storefront where the Formica tables, cramped interior, and truck-stop china have changed little since the day it opened. Passion for the Coney Island hot dog is so strong in Detroit that most people have pledged an allegiance to one eatery or the other.





It may not be “off the beaten path,” but Detroit’s Central Automated Transit System is definitely above the city streets. Better known as the People Mover, the mass transit project was opened in 1987 after several years of controversial delays and cost overruns. The 2.9-mile elevated track circles the downtown heart of Detroit. Its automated cars stop every 3 minutes at 13 stations, each decorated with beautiful mosaics and other artwork. The ride costs only 75 cents and lasts 15 minutes, but it gives an excellent overall view of the city from a superb vantage point. The best stretch comes when the cars wind around Cobo Hall and passengers see a panorama of the Detroit River and the skyline of Windsor, the Canadian city to the south. The People Mover (313–224–2160; thepeoplemover.com) operates from 6:30 a.m. to midnight Mon to Thurs, until 2 a.m. Fri, from 9 a.m. to 2 a.m. Sat, and noon to midnight Sun.




The Detroit River, which connects Lake St. Clair with Lake Erie, was the avenue that the city’s first residents—the French in 1701—used to arrive in Southeast Michigan. The river remains a focal point of activities for Detroiters, with several parks lining its banks and one—Belle Isle—located in the middle of it. Reached by a bridge at E. Jefferson and Grand Boulevard, the island park features the Dossin Great Lakes Museum, which traces the maritime history of Detroit and the Great Lakes in several rooms of displays and hands-on exhibits. Within the museum is the famed hydroplane racer, Miss Pepsi, the massive bow anchor of the doomed freighter Edmund Fitzgerald, and, from the golden age of steamers of the 1940s, the restored smoking lounge of the SS City of Detroit III. Children will love Michigan’s largest collection of model ships or stepping up to the steering wheel in the preserved pilothouse of a Great Lakes freighter that actually looks out on the Detroit River.


michigantrivia




Detroit is the birthplace of Vernors, a fizzy ginger drink that many from the Motor City claim was the country’s first soft drink, dating back to the 1860s. Pharmacist James Vernor was experimenting with ginger drinks at his drugstore on Woodward Avenue when in 1862 he enlisted in the Union army. Before shipping out for the Civil War, Vernor stored one of his concoctions in an oak cask. When he returned four years later, he discovered to his utter amazement a carbonated drink with delectable taste. For years the Vernors factory on Woodward Avenue was a Detroit icon before it closed when the brand was sold to Cadbury Schweppes Americas Beverages of Texas.





The Dossin Great Lakes Museum (313–833–5538; detroithistorical.org) is open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sat and Sun. Opened April 2013, a new exhibit titled “Built by the River” traces the settlement that became Detroit. Early history examines Detroit’s place at the center of the fur trade and how its geographic placement made it a strategic spot for the French, British, and American armed forces. Later, its location on the river made Detroit a center of industrial development, manufacturing, and marine transportation. The river also serves as an international border and was a factor in Detroit’s participation in the Underground Railroad as well as witnessing smuggling activity during the Prohibition era. Today it serves as the busiest international river crossing on the continent. Admission is free.


If the day is nice, you can spend an afternoon at Hart Plaza at the foot of Woodward Avenue overlooking the Detroit River and Windsor. For an even better view of the waterfront, Diamond Jack’s River Tours (313–843–9376; diamondjack.com) offers 1-hour cruises on the Detroit River that depart from Rivard Plaza at the foot of Rivard Street and Atwater Street and from Bishop on Wyandotte. The cruises are offered June through Labor Day and run $10 for adults and free for children 3 and under.


Detroit’s Cultural Center, clustered around Woodward Avenue and Kirby Street, is dominated by the Detroit Institute of Arts (313–833–7900; dia.org) at 5200 Woodward Ave. Thanks to auto baron wealth accumulated in the early 1900s and a $158 million renovation and expansion in 2008, the DIA is the fifth largest art museum in the country and its collection of more than 60,000 pieces is considered one of the best. It is known for its Italian Renaissance, Dutch-Flemish, and German expressionist art, but the most viewed work is probably Diego Rivera’s mural Detroit Industry, which fills a room and reflects the city’s blue-collar work ethic. Hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wed through Fri and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat and Sun. Admission is $14 for adults and $6 for children. Admission is free for residents of Wayne, Oak land, and Macomb Counties.


michigantrivia




Michigan’s first public whipping post stood at Woodward and Jefferson Avenues in Detroit from 1818 to 1831. At the intersection now is the giant sculptural fist. The controversial statue honors Joe Louis, Detroit’s famous son who became world heavyweight boxing champion in 1937.





Within easy walking distance of the DIA at E. Warren Avenue and Brush Street is the Wright Museum of African American History (313–494–5800; thewright.org) at 315 E. Warren Ave., the largest such museum in the country; its collection ranges from art to clubs and golf shoes used by Tiger Woods. The museum’s popular permanent exhibit is entitled “And Still We Rise.” The impressive, $8 million exhibit uses multimedia displays to trace the 400-year history and culture of African Americans. Hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thurs through Sat and noon to 5 p.m. Sun. Admission is $10 for adults and $7 for children.


Also located in the Cultural Center is the Michigan Science Center (313–577–8400; mi-sci.org) at 5020 John R St. The center was founded in the early 1970s as the Detroit Science Center and was among the first in the country to feature an IMAX Dome Theater. The Michigan Science Center now runs this Midtown Detroit gem as an entirely new nonprofit organization after purchasing the assets (building, land, and exhibits) of the former Detroit Science Center. Today the museum features 110,000 square feet of scientific exploration with hundreds of hands-on exhibits and 3 live stages where participants have a “hair-raising” good time, along with multiple hands-on lab areas for future scientists. You can still see a more-real-than-life movie in the Chrysler IMAX Dome Theater or gaze at the universe in the Dassault Systemes Planetarium. The Michigan Science Center is often home to large traveling exhibits and even features a discovery space called Kids Town for the youngest explorers. Hours vary so check the center’s schedule. Admission is $15 for adults and $12 for children.




Detroit’s Cool Jazz


There’s nothing like spending an evening in nightclubs listening to the local jazz and blues that have always been the foundation of the Detroit music scene. A list of clubs with the type of music they feature can be found in Metro Times (metrotimes.com), a free entertainment newspaper.


One of the better-known clubs for jazz is Baker’s Keyboard Lounge (313–345–6300; theofficialbakerskeyboardlounge.com) at 20510 Livernois Ave. For blues head to Nancy Whiskey (313–962–4247; nancywhiskeydetroit.com) at 2644 Harrison St. or Bert’s Jazz Marketplace (313–567–2030; bertsentertainmentcomplex.com) at 2727 Russell St., a nightclub in the Eastern Market District with sticky menus, small wobbly tables, satisfying soul food, and excellent blues and jazz.





In 1882 the Plymouth Iron Windmill Company began to manufacture and give away small BB guns to farmers to encourage them to purchase one of its windmills. Within 4 years, the northwest corner of Wayne County was well “windmilled,” but the company kept producing the air rifles. Eventually Plymouth Iron Windmill Company became Daisy Manufacturing Company, and this small town was known as the “air rifle capital of the world” until the operations were moved to Arkansas in 1958.


You can learn about the start of Daisy air rifles and see a collection of the earliest models at the Plymouth Historical Museum. The museum also has many other displays, including an impressive Abraham Lincoln exhibit that contains a rare book belonging to Lincoln as a boy and a life mask the president made in 1860. But it is the display of Daisy air rifles that brings back fond memories of tin cans in the backyard to so many of us.


To reach the Plymouth Historical Museum at 155 S. Main St. (734–455–8940; plymouthhistory.org) from I-275, get off at exit 28, head west on Ann Arbor Road, and then turn north on Main Street. Hours are 1 to 4 p.m. Wed, Fri, Sat, and Sun. Admission is $7 for adults and $3 for children.







Monroe County


George Armstrong Custer may have staged his ill-fated “last stand” at the Little Bighorn River in Montana, but he grew up in Monroe, Michigan. Custer was actually born in Rumley, Ohio, but spent most of his youth, until he entered a military academy at the age of 16, living with his half sister in this city along Lake Erie. Even after he became a noted brigadier general during the Civil War, Custer continued to return to Monroe, and in 1864 he married Elizabeth Bacon, his boyhood sweetheart, here.


Custer’s intriguing life can be traced at the Monroe County Historical Museum, which features the largest collection of his personal artifacts in the country. The Custer exhibit room occupies a fourth of the museum floor and focuses on his youth in Monroe and his distinguished Civil War career, rather than his well-known days on the western plains. There is an overcoat of buffalo hide that he wore during a winter campaign in 1868 and a buckskin suit that is impressive with its beadwork and porcupine quills. Custer was an avid outdoorsman and also a fine taxi-dermist. It comes as a surprise to many that Custer enjoyed mounting the game animals he hunted, and housed in the museum along with his favorite Remington buffalo rifle are many mounted game animals.


michigantrivia




The center of the University of Michigan campus is the Diag, a park like opening that extends from State Street to S. University Avenue. The bronze seal in the center was donated by the Class of 1953, and legend has it that any freshman who steps on it before taking his or her first exam at U of M will fail the test.


Nearby on the west side of State Street is the Michigan Union. It was on the steps of this imposing building that John F. Kennedy first announced his vision of the Peace Corps in 1960 while campaigning for the White House.





The museum also has displays on Monroe’s early history, which dates back to French missionaries in 1634. But it is the life and tragic death of Custer that most people find fascinating. The Monroe County Historical Museum (734–240–7780; co.monroe.mi.us) is at 126 S. Monroe St. in the heart of the city and is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thurs through Sat, noon to 5 p.m. Sun. Admission is $5 for adults, $3 for children.


Unless you are a military buff, you might not realize that the Massacre of the River Raisin was among the largest battles in the War of 1812 and produced more American casualties than any other conflict. But you will because in 2009 the River Raisin Battlefield was dedicated as one of the country’s newest National Park units. At the battlefield and in its fine visitor center, you will retrace what many historians believe was the turning point in the conflict with Great Britain.


After the disastrous opening months of the War of 1812 in which Mackinac Island, Chicago, and Detroit had fallen, two of them without even a shot fired, an elderly Revolutionary War veteran, General James Winchester, was sent to Michigan with almost 1,000 men. The large American force set up camp on an open field on the north side of the river. But in the predawn darkness of January 22, almost 600 British regulars with 6 cannons and 800 Indians attacked. The fighting raged for 20 minutes and then for Winchester’s army turned into a panicked flight for Ohio. Of the 400 Americans who ran, 220 were killed, another 147, including Winchester himself, were captured, and only 33 managed to escape to safety. The next day Indians returned to plunder the homes, scalp the wounded, and toss the bodies into burning homes. More than 60 unarmed Americans were killed, and a nation was horrified. Soon, “Remember the Raisin!” became a battle cry that led US troops to victory in the old Northwest.


All this history has been carefully preserved and clearly presented at the battlefield visitor center. Its most impressive display is a 14-minute fiber-optic map presentation. On 2 wall-size maps, the story of the River Raisin is retold with the Americans, British, and Indians, as colorful lights, maneuvering and taking up positions in front of you. The visitor center (734–243–7136; river-raisinbattlefield.org) is reached from I-75 by taking exit 14 and heading west to 1403 E. Elm Street. The center is open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. There is no admission charge.







Washtenaw County


Trendy Ann Arbor, the cultural capital of Southeast Michigan (and some say the entire state), is the site of the University of Michigan, the “Harvard of the West.” The university dominates the city, its buildings and campus entwined in the town’s landscape. It provides many of Ann Arbor’s top attractions, such as the Kelsey Museum of Archaeology at 434 S. State St. (734–764–9304; lsa.umich.edu/kelsey), a renowned collection of art and artifacts, including mummies, from Egyptian, Greek, Roman, and classical Mediterranean cultures. On Saturdays in the fall, Ann Arbor is U of M football; the largest stadium crowds in the country (112,000) gather to cheer on the Wolverines.


But there is another side to this college town, one that children will appreciate, and it begins at the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum. This is no stuffy hall with an endless row of glass-enclosed displays. The entire museum is devoted to participatory exhibits—more than 250 in 9 galleries on 4 floors—and the concept that kids learn by doing. Housed in the classic Central Fire House, the museum was dedicated on September 28, 1982, the 100th anniversary of the building. Inside, the exhibits range from our world—watching dozens of caterpillars feeding on apple leaves and busily spinning their cocoons—to outer space—viewing images from NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope that are updated daily. All are fun. The bubble capsule is where participants step into a ring of soap film and slowly raise a cylinder bubble around them until it pops. No stuffy science here, yet exhibits are accompanied by an explanation that is appreciated mostly by the parents. The Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum (734–995–5439; aahom.org) is recommended for children 8 years of age and older. It is at 220 E. Ann St. Hours are Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tues 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thurs 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sun noon to 5 p.m. Admission is $12.50 for adults or children.




Big Leaguers in Motown


Motown is also a die-hard sports town, and its fans have plenty of big-league action to choose from in Southeast Michigan. The Detroit Pistons play men’s basketball at the Little Caesars Arena (tickets: 248–377–0100; nba.com/pistons). The Detroit Red Wings play at Little Caesars Arena (313–983–6606; redwings.nhl.com). The Detroit Tigers (313–471–2000; tigers.com), play baseball in impressive Comerica Park, while next door the Detroit Lions (800–616–7627; detroitlions.com) play football at Ford Field or they try to. In 2008 the Lions became the first NFL team to go winless in a 16-game season. But Detroiters still love them.





There are no mountains in Southeast Michigan, but that doesn’t stop the region from being a mecca for mountain biking. In large part because of cycle-crazy Ann Arbor, the trails at Pinckney State Recreation Area have been transformed into a playground for off-road cycling. It’s estimated that more than 120,000 mountain bikers from Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois as well as Michigan visit the park annually to ride the challenging 17.5-mile Potawatomi Trail, the 5-mile Crooked Lake Trail, or the 2-mile Silver Lake Trail.


The trailhead for all trails is in the park’s Silver Lake Day-Use Area, reached from US 23 by taking exit 49 and heading west on N. Territorial Road to Dexter-Townhall Road, then heading north on Dexter-Townhall Road past the park headquarters (734–426–4913) to the day-use area.







Oakland County


It’s 4 p.m. in Birmingham and you’re sipping tea from fine china in a setting that includes fresh-cut flowers, silver platters of cakes and other tempting edibles, a fire in a fireplace of imported Italian marble, and a tuxedo-clad piano player, er, excuse me, pianist.


Must be tea at the Townsend. The afternoon ritual, in all its elegance, takes place throughout the week in the Townsend Hotel, the most affluent hotel in this ritzy suburb of Detroit. Built in 1988, the hotel has 150 guest rooms plus 9 penthouses and specialty suites on 3 floors, and among its guests have been entertainers such as Madonna, Michael Jackson, Paul McCartney, and New Kids on the Block. (Remember them?) Just about anybody who plays in Detroit stays at the Townsend.


Have afternoon tea here, and who knows? Maybe you’ll see Billy Idol stroll in. It has happened before. From Woodward Avenue in downtown Birmingham, turn west onto Townsend Street, and the hotel is reached in 3 blocks at 100 Townsend St. Afternoon tea is offered 7 days a week from noon to 1:30 p.m. The cost is $50 per person, and reservations are required. Contact the Townsend Hotel (248–642–7900; townsendhotel.com) for reservations.


In 1904, George Booth, founder of Booth Newspapers and the publisher of the Detroit News, and his wife purchased a run-down farm in Bloomfield Hills with a vision of establishing an educational community that would inspire creativity and excellence. A century later Cranbrook Schools have evolved into one of the country’s leading centers for art and education as the home to 1,600 students from 17 states and 34 countries. Cranbrook graduates range from presidential candidate Mitt Romney and actress Selma Blair to Sun Microsystems founder Scott McNealy and Michael Kinsley, the first editor of the online magazine Slate.


michigantrivia




The country’s first shopping mall, Northland, was built in Southfield in Oakland County in 1954.





But visitors are also welcomed to the school’s impressive 315-acre campus that was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1989. An afternoon can be spent viewing the Cranbrook Art Museum, featuring the work of local, national, and international artists as well as 20 temporary exhibitions a year, or wandering through the 40-acre Cranbrook House and Gardens, the home of founders George and Ellen Booth. Kids will be amazed by the displays at the Cranbrook Institute of Science, the home of the only T. Rex skeleton in Michigan and the Bat Zone that is filled with live bats and other nocturnal creatures.


Cranbrook (248–645–3323; schools.cranbrook.edu) is located at 39221 Woodward Ave. in Bloomfield Hills. Cranbrook Art Museum (248–645–3323; cranbrookartmuseum.org) is open Tues through Sun from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is $10 for adults. Cranbrook Institute of Science (248–645–3200; science.cranbrook.edu) is open Wed noon to 5 p.m., Thurs noon to 8 p.m., and Fri through Sun noon to 5 p.m. Admission is $10 for adults and $6 for children. Cranbrook House and Gardens tours (248–645–3147; housegardens.cranbrook.edu) are offered at various times from May through Oct and are $15 for adults, children age 8 and under are free.






Southeast Michigan Drive-ins


The 1950s are alive and well at Eddie’s Drive-in (586–469–2345; eddies-drive-in.com), a landmark burger place at 36111 Jefferson Ave. in Harrison Township. It’s a nightly show in the summer when hip cats and cool chicks show off their hot rods while carhops on roller skates serve you shakes and fries to the bebop music of that golden era. Eddie’s is open Tues through Sun from noon to 8 p.m.


With its strong car culture you’d expect many other surviving drive-ins offering curb-side service throughout Southeast Michigan and there are. Here a few of the best serving foot-longs, sandwiches called Hammy Sammy, and shakes made with real ice cream:


BERKLEY


A&W


4100 12 Mile Rd.


(248) 547–7126


berkleyaw.com


LIVONIA


Daly Drive-in


31500 Plymouth Rd.


(734) 427–4474


dalyrestaurants.com


YPSILANTI


Bill’s Drive-in


1292 E. Michigan Ave.


(734) 485–2831


Chick Inn Drive-in


501 Holmes Rd.


(734) 483–3639





The urban sprawl of Southeast Michigan runs its course to Pontiac, but from there the terrain changes quickly to the rolling hills, lakes, and woods of northern Oakland. A drive of less than an hour from the heart of Detroit can remove you from the city and bring you to the porch steps of a rustic cabin on a small pond in a wooded area where white-tailed deer often pass by. Holly-Rolston Rustic Cabin in Holly Recreation Area makes a weekend spent in the woods as comfortable and warm as sitting around the fireplace at night. The cabin is snug and tight, but still rustic and secluded enough to make it seem like an adventure in the woods—even though the car is parked right outside.


Built by the Rolston family as a weekend cottage in 1938–39, the cabin was obtained by the park, which began renting it out in 1984. It’s a classic cabin built with walls of logs, polished planked floors, and red-checkered curtains on the windows. There is electricity, and the kitchen features an electric stove and refrigerator as well as a table, benches, and a woodstove. The sleeping room is larger, with a set of bunks and an easy chair facing a fieldstone fireplace. Overlooking the cozy room is a loft, the warmest part of the cabin at night, with 4 more mattresses. Outside you’ll find a vault toilet, woodshed, a hand pump for water, and a barbecue grill. Firewood is provided by the park. Visitors need to bring cookware, flashlights, bedding, and anything else needed during the stay. It’s necessary to reserve the cabin in advance by calling the park headquarters, and, surprisingly, the most popular time to rent it is during the winter when families arrive to cross-country ski on the unplowed park roads around the lakes. The overnight rate for the cabin is $60 Sun through Thurs, and $100 Fri and Sat. Reservations can be made through the Michigan Campground Central Reservation System (800–447–2757; midnrreservations.com). The recreation area is reached by taking Grange Hall Road (exit 101) east off I-75.


Many people exit I-75 at Grange Hall Road and head west to explore the historical town of Holly. Established in the early 1800s, Holly was a sleepy little hamlet until 1855, when the Detroit-Milwaukee Railroad reached the town, bringing immediate growth and prosperity with the 25 trains that passed through daily. Martha Street, near the tracks, was the site of the Holly Hotel, many saloons, and frequent brawls. In 1880 an uproar between local rowdies and a traveling circus left so many beaten and bruised that the street became known as Battle Alley. The most famous moment in Battle Alley’s history was on August 28, 1908, when Carry Nation, the notorious “Kansas Saloon Smasher,” arrived in Holly at the request of the local Prohibition committee. The next day Nation, with umbrella in hand and her pro-temperance supporters a step behind her, invaded the saloons, smashing whiskey bottles, clubbing patrons, and preaching about the sins of “demon rum.” Nation created the biggest flurry at the hotel, where she entered the “Dispensing Room” and attacked the painting of a nude over the bar.


Battle Alley and its hundred-year-old Victorian buildings have been restored as a string of about 10 specialty shops that include antiques markets both along the alley and on nearby streets.


The Holly Hotel, which was built in 1891 and suffered through two devastating fires, the second in 1978, has since been completely restored, including the painting of the nude. It is now listed on the National Register of Historic Places but no longer provides lodging. Instead, the hotel is a fine restaurant, known for both its classic and its creative cuisine, all set in a Victorian tradition that reflects its birth during the railroad era. The main dining room, with its pedestal tables, soft glow of gas lamps, and red velvet wingback chairs, is the stage for such entrees as medallions of beef with morel mushroom sauce, fillet of beef Wellington, and Great Lakes white fish with asiago and garlic panko gratin.


The Holly Hotel (248–634–5208; hollyhotel.com) is open for afternoon tea at 1 p.m. Mon through Sat, and for dinner from 4 to 10 p.m. daily. A Sunday brunch is served from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for $28 for adults, $12 for children. Dinner prices range from $30 to $66, and reservations are recommended. Stand-up comedians are featured every Fri and Sat at 8:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Cover charge is $15; $12 for dining guests.




Visiting the North Pole in Michigan


Our timing was perfect; on the March day we visited the Arctic Ring of Life exhibit at the Detroit Zoo, the temperature was in the mid-teens.


At Glacier Overlook we had our hands buried in our pockets and our backs against the wind when suddenly a polar bear appeared, strolled across the pack ice, and then belly flopped into water that was littered with small icebergs.


It looked—and felt—as if we were at the North Pole.


Which is exactly what the officials at the Detroit Zoo were hoping to achieve when they unveiled “the world’s largest polar bear exhibit” in 2001.


The $14.9 million Arctic Ring of Life covers 4.2 acres and is designed to simulate a trek through the three environments found north of the Arctic Circle: tundra, open sea, and pack ice.


A one-way path first winds through the tundra, where you can see arctic foxes prance around or a pair of snowy owls blink back at you. From there you descend into the open sea via the Polar Passage.


This passage is a showstopper, a 70-foot-long, acrylic tunnel that takes you through the exhibit’s 300,000-gallon sea environment. On one side are a half dozen seals lazily swimming and eyeing you through the transparent walls. On the other side it’s possible to watch the powerful elegance of an 800-pound polar bear underwater. It’s a fascinating experience watching seals swim over your head.


From the tunnel you venture into the pack ice environment by first entering an ice cave with a howling winter gale and icy walls that are covered with polar bear prints.


From the cave you reemerge outside and follow the path as it leads you past a handful of viewing points of the pack ice where polar bears can be seen swimming among the icebergs in the open water.


The Detroit Zoo (248–541–5717; detroitzoo.org) is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily in the summer with shorter hours the rest of the year. Admission is $14 for adults and $10 for children. To reach the zoo from I-696, exit north on Woodward Avenue just west of I-75. There are entrances to the zoo on both Woodward Avenue and Ten Mile Road. The address is 8450 W. Ten Mile Rd.










Macomb County


In the fall one of the favorite activities in Southeast Michigan is a trip to a cider mill. Parents pack the kids in the car and head out to the edge of the county where a river turns an old wooden waterwheel. The wheel is the source of power for the mill, which crushes apples to extract the dark brown juice and refine it into cider, truly one of Michigan’s culinary delights. After viewing the operation, visitors can purchase jugs of cider, cinnamon doughnuts, and sticky caramel apples and then retreat to a place along the river. Here they enjoy a feast in the midst of brilliant fall colors, in the warmth of an Indian summer, and with the fragrance of crushed apples floating by.


Cider mills ring the metropolitan Detroit area, but one of the oldest and most colorful lies right on the border of Oakland and Macomb Counties west of Rochester at 1950 E. Avon Rd. (Twenty-Three Mile Road). Yates Cider Mill was built in 1863 along the banks of the Clinton River and began its long history as a gristmill. It has been a water-powered operation ever since, but in 1876 it began making cider, and today the waterwheel still powers the apple elevator, grinders, and press as well as generating electricity for the lights inside. The mill can produce 300 gallons of cider per hour, all of which is needed in the fall to meet the demand of visitors who enjoy their treat around the huge red barn or across the street on the banks of the Clinton River. Yates Cider Mill (248–651–8300; yatescidermill.com) has varying hours of operation so check the website.


You won’t find much apple cider to sip, but an equally interesting mill in Macomb County is the focal point at Wolcott Mill Metropark. Built in 1847 on the North Branch of the Clinton River, Wolcott Mill was a grist and feed operation for more than a century, commercially milling as late as 1967. Today the mill’s grain-grinding machinery is still turning for visitors while exhibits and interpreters provide a glimpse of a bygone era.


The 2,380-acre park also includes several other historical buildings, a short nature trail, and a farm learning center where children can have contact with barnyard animals. Wolcott Mill Metropark (586–749–5997; metroparks.com/wolcott-mill-metropark) is southeast of Romeo, with the mill entrance off Kunstman Road just north of Twenty-Nine Mile Road at 65775 Wolcott Rd. Building hours for the park are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, with longer weekend hours during the summer and fall. There is a vehicle fee to enter the park.







St. Clair County


This county is often referred to as the Bluewater region of Michigan because it is bounded by Lake St. Clair to the south, Lake Huron to the north, and the St. Clair River to the east. M 29 circles the north side of Lake St. Clair and then follows the river to Port Huron, passing small towns and many bait shops, marinas, and shoreline taverns advertising walleye and perch fish fries. The most charming town on the water is St. Clair, 15 miles south of Port Huron and a major shipbuilding center in the early 1900s. The city has renovated its downtown section, centering it on Palmer Park, which residents claim has one of the longest boardwalks in the world facing freshwater. The favorite activity on the 1,500-foot riverwalk is watching the Great Lakes freighters that glide by exceptionally close, giving land-bound viewers a good look at the massive boats and their crews. The second favorite activity is walleye fishing. The St. Clair River is renowned for this fish, and anglers can be seen throughout the summer tossing a line from the riverwalk, trying to entice the walleye with minnows or night crawlers.


Above the walkway is a wide, grassy bank filled with sunbathers, kids playing, and, in mid-June, the arts and crafts booths of the St. Clair Art Fair, a popular festival along the river. Call the St. Clair Art Association (810–329–9576; stclairart.org) for the exact dates and times.


Port Huron, a city of 30,000, is the site of the Bluewater Bridge, the international crossing between Michigan and Sarnia, Ontario. It is also recognized throughout the state as the start of the Port Huron–Mackinac Sailboat Race in late July. On the eve of the event, known as Boat Night, the downtown area of Water, Lapeer, and Quay Streets, which border the docks on the Black River, becomes congested with block parties. Sailors, local people, and tourists mingle in a festival that spreads throughout the streets, the yacht clubs, and even onto the sailboats themselves.


michigantrivia




The first underground railroad tunnel in the world was opened between Port Huron and Sarnia, Ontario, in 1891. It is 11,725 feet long with 2,290 feet underground.





Port Huron has several museums, and one of the most interesting honors its favorite son; the Thomas Edison Depot Museum (810–455–0035; phmuseum.org/Thomas-edison-depot-museum) is located under the Bluewater Bridge at 510 Thomas Edison Pkwy. The museum is housed in the historic Fort Gratiot Depot, built in 1858, where Edison picked up the Grand Trunk Railroad train, on which he sold candy and newspapers as a youth. Exhibits portray Edison’s younger days and what led him to become the greatest inventor of our times. Outside the depot, a restored baggage car contains Edison’s mobile print shop, which he used to publish the Weekly Herald, the world’s first newspaper to be printed on a moving train. Edison sold the newspaper on the train for 2 cents a copy and eventually had a circulation of more than 400.


The museum is open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily from Memorial Day to Labor Day, and Thurs through Mon from May through Oct. Admission is $10 for adults and $7 for children.






Edison in Port Huron


Port Huron’s most famous resident was not its happiest one. Thomas Edison moved to the city with his family when he was 7 years old but quit school after only three days when a teacher wrote that the future inventor was “addled.” His mother taught him at home, and Edison, already fascinated with science and chemistry, turned the family basement into his personal laboratory.


To pay for the chemicals and equipment, he took a job selling candy and newspapers on the Grand Trunk Railroad’s commute to Detroit and back. The Port Huron Depot that he worked out of is now the Thomas Edison Depot Museum.


But Edison left the town as a teen to seek telegraph work and eventually his fortune out east at Menlo Park, New Jersey. “I do not think that any living human being will ever see me there again,” he wrote to his father when he was 30 years old and already a well-known inventor. “I don’t want you to stay in that hole of a Port Huron, which contains the most despicable remnants of the human race that can be found on earth.”


Historians said that over time, Edison softened his views on Port Huron and later in life did return several times, mostly to attend family funerals.





A short walk from the depot museum is the Port Huron Museum (810–982–0891; phmuseum.org) at 1115 Sixth St. The museum combines an art gallery with collections of natural history and artifacts from Port Huron’s past. Included are bones and displays of the prehistoric mammoths that roamed Michigan’s Thumb 10,000 years ago and memorabilia of Thomas Edison’s boyhood home, which was located in the city. A popular attraction is the reconstructed pilothouse of a Great Lakes freighter. All the furnishings were taken from various ships, and visitors can work the wheel, signal the alarm horn, and ring the engine bell. All around the pilothouse is a huge mural that gives the impression you are guiding the vessel into Lake Huron. The museum, housed in a 1904 Carnegie library, is open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Admission is $10 for adults and $7 for children.








 Places to Stay in Southeast Michigan


ANN ARBOR


Ann Arbor Bed & Breakfast


921 E. Huron St.


(734) 994–9100


annarborbedandbreakfast.com


Avalyn Garden Bed and Breakfast


1930 Washtenaw Ave.


(734) 929–5986


avalyngarden.com


Baxter House Bed and Breakfast


719 N. Fourth Ave.


(734) 474–5021


baxterhousebnb.com


Bell Tower Hotel


300 S. Thayer St.


(800) 562–3559


belltowerhotel.com


Burnt Toast Inn


415 W. William St.


(734) 395–4114


burnttoastinn.com


Huron River Guest House


3586 E. Huron River Dr.


(734) 945–8799


huronriverguesthouse.com


Stone Chalet B&B Inn


1917 Washtenaw Ave.


(734) 417–7223


stonechalet.com


Weber’s Inn


3050 Jackson Rd.


(734) 769–2500


AUBURN HILLS


Courtyard by Marriott


2550 Aimee Ln.


(248) 373–4100


marriott.com


DEARBORN


Cochrane House


216 Winder St.


(313) 230–0398


thecochranehouse.com


Dearborn Inn


20301 Oakwood Blvd.


(313) 271–2700


marriott.com


Detroit Foundation Hotel


250 W. Larned St.


(313) 800–5500


detroitfoundationhotel.com


Element Detroit at the Metropolitan


33 John R. St.


(313) 306–2400


marriott.com


The Henry


300 Town Center Dr.


(313) 441–2000


behenry.com


York House


1141 N. York


(313) 561–2432


yorkhousedearborn.com


DETROIT


Aloft Detroit at The David Whitney


One Park Ave.


(313) 237–1700


marriott.com


Atheneum Suite Hotel


1000 Brush St.


(313) 962–2323


atheneumsuites.com


The Inn at 97 Winder


97 Winder St.


(313) 832–4348


theinnat97winder.com


Roberts Riverwalk Hotel


1000 River Place


(313) 259–9500


detroitriverwalkhotel.com


Shinola Hotel


1400 Woodward Ave.


(313) 356–1400


shinolahotel.com


The Siren Hotel


1509 Broadway St.


(313) 277–4736


thesirenhotel.com


Westin Book Cadillac Detroit


1114 Washington Blvd.


(313) 442–1600


marriott.com


MONROE


Hotel Sterling


109 W. Front St.


(734) 242–6212


thehotelsterling.com


The Lotus Bed & Breakfast


324 Washington St.


(734) 735–1077


MOUNT CLEMENS


A Victory Inn


1 N. River Rd.


(586) 465–2185


avictoryhotels.com


PORT HURON


Adventure Inn Bed and Breakfast


3650 Shorewood Dr.


(810) 327–6513


adventureinnbed


andbreakfast.com




Fairfield Inn


1635 Yeager St.


(810) 982–8500


marriott.com


Pleasant Place Inn


829 Prospect Pl.


(865) 680–3092


ppibnb.com


ROCHESTER


Royal Park Hotel


600 E. University Dr.


(248) 652–2600


royalparkhotel.net


TROY


Detroit Marriott Troy


200 W. Big Beaver Rd.


(248) 680–9797


marriott.com


Drury Inn


575 W. Big Beaver Rd.


(248) 528–3330


druryhotels.com


Somerset Inn


2601 W. Big Beaver Rd.


(248) 643–7800


somersetinn.com









 Places to Eat in Southeast Michigan


ANN ARBOR


The Chop House Ann Arbor


322 S. Main St.


(734) 669–9977


thechophouseannarbor.com


American


The Earle Restaurant


121 W. Washington St.


(734) 994–0211


theearle.com


French-Italian


Gandy Dancer


401 Depot St.


(734) 769–0592


muer.com/gandy-dancer


Seafood


Knight’s Steakhouse


2324 Dexter Ave.


(734) 665–8644


knightsrestaurants.com


Steak


Taste Kitchen


521 E. Liberty St.


(734) 369–4241


tastekitchena2.com


American


Zingerman’s Delicatessen


422 Detroit St.


(734) 663–3354


zingermansdeli.com


Deli


CLARKSTON


The Fed Community


15 S. Main St.


(248) 297–5833


thefedcommunity.com


American


The Royal Diner


6540 Dixie Hwy.


(248) 620–3333


theroyaldiner.com


American


Union


54 S. Main St.


(248) 620–6100


clarkstonunion.com


American


DEARBORN


Al Ameer


12710 W. Warren Ave.


(313) 582–8185


alameerrestaurant.com
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