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How to Use This Book


Verbs are where the action is! This self-teaching book of 501 commonly used German verbs for students and travelers gives you easy access to verbs and their correct forms. You will master German verb forms if you study this book for a few minutes each day, especially the pages in the front section of the book—before the alphabetical listing of 501 verbs.


Reference Tips


Essential Verbs This book highlights 55 verbs that we have deemed essential for German learners. You can find a complete list of the verbs on page 29. For each of these verbs, we have also dedicated an extra section highlighting (where applicable) related prefix verbs, common idioms, and example sentences that illustrate the verb’s meaning.


Alphabetical Listing The 501 verbs are arranged alphabetically by infinitive. You can find the infinitive listed at the top of each page, starting on page 33. The top of each page also lists the principal parts of the verb: the Infinitive; the third person singular of the Past Tense; the Past Participle (preceded by ist for sein verbs); and the third person singular of the Present Tense. For example:


English: to speak, spoke, spoken, speaks


German: sprechen, sprach, gesprochen, spricht


Below the principal parts, you will find the Imperative or Command Form. Since there are three ways of saying you in German (du, ihr, and Sie), there are thus three ways of giving commands to people. For more details on each of these forms, refer to “Subject Pronouns and Verb Forms in the Imperative Mood” on page 28.


The fully conjugated forms of the six tenses of the Indicative will be found on the left-hand side of each page. These six tenses state a fact or, in their interrogative (question) form, ask a question about a fact. You should refer to a grammar for more detailed information concerning the use of these tenses, and also review “Special Verb Uses” on page 16.


The right-hand side of each page is devoted to the tenses of the Subjunctive Mood, which is used to denote unreality, possibility, and/or doubt in the mind of the speaker. To review the four “Times” in the Subjunctive, you should consult a grammar and “The Subjunctive Mood” on page 24.


Note that the Present Participle of the verb (that is, dancing dolls, flying saucers, singing dogs) has been omitted, since in almost all cases it merely adds a d to the infinitive. Remember that the Present Participle is used only adjectivally (as in the above examples) or adverbially. Verbal nouns are expressed in German by the infinitive: das Tanzen—dancing; das Fliegen—flying; das Singen—singing.


Examples At the bottom of each of the 501 verb pages, you will find examples of the verb used in a sentence. This will help you understand common applications of that particular verb.


Verb Drills and Tests There are 27 verb tests toward the end of this book. These exercises provide hands-on practice with correct verb usage. Immediately following these tests, you will find detailed answers and explanations for all questions.


Weather Expressions and Impersonal Verbs Some verbs, such as schneien (to snow), are not used in all personal pronouns (I, you, we, etc.). This section explains how to use impersonal pronouns to construct sentences using impersonal verbs and verbs relating to weather.


English-German Verb Index and German-English Verb Index Toward the back of the book, beginning on page 680, is a list of English verbs. If you can’t remember the German verb that you need, use this list to find it. Then, starting on page 686, you will find those same German verbs with the corresponding English verb.


Index of Verb Forms Identified by Infinitive If you look up a verb and don’t see it listed as one of the 501 verbs, check this section. You might just be seeing a verb written in the simple Past Tense (das Imperfekt). The infinitive is written to the right of the word and can be used to look up more conjugations and definitions.


Study Tips


The front section of 501 German Verbs has a wealth of information to help you study the formation and usage of German verbs. If you have a particular need, you can find the topic in the Contents.


Here are a few of the most common sections that students use:


•Tenses and Moods in German, with English Equivalents This section lists all the tenses in German and includes their English equivalents.


•Sample English Verb Conjugation and Sample German Verb Conjugation This section shows what the verb, to speak (sprechen), looks like when conjugated in both English and German for a side-by-side comparison. Following that is another side-by-side comparison of the passive voice, with to be loved (geliebt werden).


•Weak and Strong Verbs This section defines what weak and strong verbs are and shows how their conjugation patterns differ.


•Verbs with a Dative Object This section explains which German verbs commonly take the dative case (indirect object).


Beyond the Book


    In addition to all the content in the book, there are also four practice quizzes with audio online. These quizzes feature practice with sentence completion exercises, dialogue exercises, verb conjugation exercises, and German-to-English translation exercises. You may take these tests in practice (untimed) mode or in timed mode. All questions are answered and explained, and each explanation is accompanied by audio that allows you to hear how these words and phrases are pronounced. Refer to

        online.barronsbooks.com for accessing this online practice.


We encourage you to use 501 German Verbs not only as a reference but also as a learning tool to help you gain better fluency in German. We sincerely hope that this new edition will set you on the path toward that goal.









Pronunciation


Anyone unfamiliar with both English and German would find German pronunciation easier. Once the basic German sound system is learned, there are few problems, because, unlike English, German is spoken as it is written. There are few deviations from specific sound values.


Long and Short Vowels


An unstressed e, usually in the last syllable of a word, is always pronounced, as in komme, Rose, Lampe. In verb forms like the first person singular of the present tense, the e is often dropped in colloquial speech. Both ich komme and ich komm are possible. The e in inseparable prefixes (be, emp, ent, er, ge, miss, ver, zer) and in the combinations of el, eln, en, er, et at the end of a word is unstressed and always short.


EXAMPLES: begonnen, verrechnet, Bremen, Regel, Lehrer


As a general rule, a vowel is long if it is


1.doubled (Seele, Beethoven, Boot),


2.followed by an “h” (Mahler, Brahms, Ohm),


3.followed by a single consonant (Schumann, Not, Ton)
















	LONG VOWELS


	APPROXIMATE ENGLISH EQUIVALENTS


	EXAMPLES







	a


	alms, gods, ah, balm


	baden, Wahn







	e


	eight, great, gate


	ehren, ewig







	i or ie


	bee, beaver, eagle, glee


	Wien, lieben, wir







	o


	so, boat, glow, road


	Rose, Ton, Mohn







	u


	boom, bloom, womb, tomb


	ruhen, rufen







	DIPHTHONGS


	APPROXIMATE ENGLISH EQUIVALENTS


	EXAMPLES







	au


	chow, house, town, bow


	Maus, braun







	ei, ai


	kite, bright, white, light


	Wein, mein, Kaiser







	eu, äu


	foil, joint, toil, toy


	freuen, streuen, Häuser







	LONG UMLAUTED VOWELS


	APPROXIMATE ENGLISH EQUIVALENTS


	EXAMPLES







	ä


	pale, sacred, grail


	Ähre, Mähren







	ö


	
early, bird, worm, her


(with lips forward and rounded)



	öd, öl, hören







	ü


	
cream, treat, feel


(with lips forward and rounded)



	fühlen, für, trüb







	SHORT VOWELS


	APPROXIMATE ENGLISH EQUIVALENTS


	EXAMPLES







	a


	pond, wand, lot


	alt, Apfel, Anfang







	e


	let, help, get


	vergessen, Brett, Netz







	i


	bring, fish, win


	ich, will, Fisch







	o


	love, sub, blood


	Loch, noch, trotz







	u


	bush, good, full


	Busch, Butter, Kuss







	SHORT UMLAUTED VOWELS


	APPROXIMATE ENGLISH EQUIVALENTS


	EXAMPLES







	ä


	when, men, ten


	Händel, Äpfel, Bäcker







	ö


	
girl, hurl, twirl


(with lips forward and rounded)



	Hölle, Köchin, Götter







	ü


	
wish, pin, thin


(with lips forward and rounded)



	Küsschen, Schüssel, wünschen, Sünde, dünn








Consonants
















	LETTERS


	SOUND IN ENGLISH


	EXAMPLES







	b


	
b (as in English boy)


p (between vowel and consonant or at end of word, as in map)



	bin, lieben, beben liebt, Leib







	c


	
ts (before e, i, ö, and ä, as in wits)


k (as in cold)



	
Cäsar


Coburg








	ch


	
kh (strongly aspirated, breathy


sound, as in hula-hula or Hugh)



	durch







	chs


	k (as in king, locks, box)


	Lachs, wachsen







	d


	
d (as in dollar)


t (between vowel and consonant and at end of word, as in cat)



	Dank, Bruder band, Hund







	g


	
g (as in gods)


k (at end of word, as in back)



	tragen, Geist Tag, trug







	h


	
h (as in hand)


not sounded between two vowels



	
Hand, Hans


gehen, sehen








	-ig


	sounded like ich in North German pronunciation


	ewig, König







	j


	y (as in year)


	Jahr, ja







	qu


	kv (as in kvass, a fermented beverage)


	Quell, Qualität







	r


	r (rolled in the throat, as in French, or trilled with the tip of the tongue, as in Spanish or Irish)


	Reise







	s


	z (preceding vowels or between them, as in zap, is)


	See, sehen, lesen







	 


	sh (at the beginning of a word before p or t, as in shell)


	spielen, stellen







	 


	s, ss (in all other cases, as in sing)


	Was ist das?







	ß, ss


	s, ss (as in sell)


	Weiß, wissen







	sch


	sh (as in show)


	Fisch, Fleisch, Schande







	sh


	pronounced separately


	aushalten (aus + halten)







	ti, tz


	ts (as in wits)


	Katze, Nation







	v


	
f (as in father)


v (words of non-Germanic origin, as in violin)



	Vater, vier Violine, violett







	w


	v (as in vest)


	Wasser, wir







	z


	ts (as in grits)


	Zeit, kurz, ganz















Spelling Reform


Many German speakers were reluctant to adopt the spelling reform of 1999 (modified in 2006). Some still reject it. You will therefore find discrepancies in the use of “ss” and “ß”. Review the rules and examples for “Long and Short Vowels” in the “Pronunciation” section.


For verbs such as beißen, essen, genießen, küssen, müssen, and wissen, the old rules prescribed “ß” (digraph “s”) before a consonant or at the end of a word, whereas the new rules call for “ss” after a short vowel. Thus, “ss” follows the short vowels in biss, iss, genoss, hasste, küsste, muss, and wusste. Both the new and the old rules prescribe “ss” between two short vowels (essen, wissen) and “ß” after a long vowel or diphthong (ich aß, ich weiß). 


Traditional: Eva wußte nicht, ob sie mit ihrer Freundin ins Restaurant gehen wollte. Sie liebte das Restaurant, aber sie haßte es, dass es so weit weg war. Obwohl sie sehr müde war, ging sie ins Restaurant. Sie begrüßte ihre Freundin, sie aßen köstlich zu Abend und genoßen ihren Abend.


New: Eva wusste nicht, ob sie mit ihrer Freundin ins Restaurant gehen wollte. Sie liebte das Restaurant, aber sie hasste es, dass es so weit weg war. Obwohl sie sehr müde war, ging sie ins Restaurant. Sie begrüßte ihre Freundin, sie aßen köstlich zu Abend und genossen ihren Abend.


Eva didn’t know whether she wanted to go to the restaurant with her friend. She loved the restaurant, but she hated that it was so far away. Although she was very tired, she went to the restaurant. She greeted her friend, they ate a delicious dinner, and they enjoyed their evening.


The spelling reform also deals with compound verbs. For example, kennenlernen (to meet) can now also be written kennen lernen. The reference work Duden (Rechtschreibung) [orthography] lists both but prefers the traditional, more logical kennenlernen. Both schwer machen and schwermachen can be written. Traditional schwerfallen (to be difficult for someone) continues to be listed as a compound separable prefix verb. It is contrasted with schwer (adverb) fallen (to have a heavy/bad fall). Note the two uses that follow:


Die Schwestern Lola und Klara gingen zur Schule und lernten ihre neuen Lehrer kennen. Als sie zu den Klassenzimmern gingen, fiel Klara der Abschied von ihrer Schwester so schwer, dass sie weinte und schwer zu Boden fiel.


The sisters Lola and Klara went to school and met their new teachers. As they went to the classrooms, the goodbye from her sister was so difficult for Klara that she cried and fell heavy on the floor.









Tenses and Moods in German, with English Equivalents














	German


	English







	Infinitiv (Nennform)


	Infinitive







	Imperativ (Befehlsform)


	Imperative or Command







	Präsens (Gegenwart)


	Present Indicative







	Imperfekt (Vergangenheit)


	Past or Imperfect Indicative







	Perfekt (vollendete Gegenwart)


	Present Perfect Indicative







	Plusquamperfekt (vollendete Vergangenheit)


	Pluperfect or Past Perfect Indicative







	Futur, I (Zukunft)


	Future Indicative







	Futur, II (vollendete Zukunft)


	Future Perfect Indicative







	Konjunktiv (Möglichkeitsform) Präsens


	Present Subjunctive, primary (Pres. Subjunctive)







	Konjunktiv Imperfekt


	Present Subjunctive, secondary (Past Subjunctive)







	Konjunktiv Perfekt


	Past Subjunctive, primary (Perfect Subjunctive)







	Konjunktiv Plusquamperfekt


	Past Subjunctive, secondary (Pluperf. Subjunctive)







	Konjunktiv Futur, I


	Future Subjunctive, primary (Future Subjunctive)







	Konjunktiv Futur, II


	Future Perfect Subjunctive, primary (Fut. Perf. Subjunctive)







	Konditional (Bedingungsform)


	Future Subjunctive, secondary (Pres. Conditional)







	Konditional Perfekt


	Future Perfect Subjunctive, secondary (Past Conditional)
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Weak and Strong Verbs


Most verbs, in English and in German, are weak; that is, they do not change their stem vowel but merely add a suffix to form the past tense. In English this suffix is “ed.” In German it is “te.” Past Participles of weak verbs end in “t.”






















	EXAMPLE:


	 


	Infinitive


	Imperfect


	Past Participle







	

	English:


	to hope


	hoped


	hoped







	

	German:


	hoffen


	hoffte


	gehofft










Such verbs are called “weak” or regular because the verb itself does not do the “work” of showing the change to past time, but instead relies upon a suffix to do it.


In the case of strong verbs, however, in English and German, the verb itself accomplishes the change to past time by changing its stem vowel.






















	EXAMPLE:


	 


	Infinitive


	Imperfect


	Past Participle







	 


	English:


	to write


	wrote


	written







	 


	German:


	schreiben


	schrieb


	geschrieben











The Ablautsreihen will not be discussed as such, since the subject is fraught with much philology with which you need not be burdened. It will, nevertheless, aid in the learning of strong verbs to know that most of them can be classified according to their pattern of change.


Principal Parts of Some Strong Verbs Arranged According to Pattern of Change




















	 


	 


	PAST


	PAST


	3RD SINGULAR







	I


	INFINITIVE


	(IMPERFECT)


	PARTICIPLE


	PRESENT







	 


	ei


	i


	i


	ei







	A


	beißen—to bite


	biss


	gebissen


	beißt







	 


	gleichen—to equal


	glich


	geglichen


	gleicht







	 


	gleiten*—to glide


	glitt


	ist geglitten


	gleitet







	 


	greifen—to seize


	griff


	gegriffen


	greift







	 


	kneifen—to pinch


	kniff


	gekniffen


	kneift







	 


	leiden—to suffer


	litt


	gelitten


	leidet







	 


	pfeifen—to whistle


	pfiff


	gepfiffen


	pfeift







	 


	reißen—to tear


	riss


	gerissen


	reißt







	 


	schleichen—to sneak


	schlich


	ist geschlichen


	schleicht







	 


	schleifen—to polish


	schliff


	geschliffen


	schleift







	 


	schmeißen—to fling


	schmiss


	geschmissen


	schmeißt







	 


	schneiden—to cut


	schnitt


	geschnitten


	schneidet







	 


	schreiten—to stride


	schritt


	ist geschritten


	schreitet







	 


	streichen—to stroke


	strich


	gestrichen


	streicht







	 


	streiten—to quarrel


	stritt


	gestritten


	streitet







	 


	weichen—to yield


	wich


	ist gewichen


	weicht








*THE WEAK FORMS: gleiten, gleitete, ist gegleitet, gleitet, are less frequently found.




















	 


	 


	PAST


	PAST


	3RD SINGULAR







	I


	INFINITIVE


	(IMPERFECT)


	PARTICIPLE


	PRESENT







	 


	ei


	ie


	ie


	ei







	B


	bleiben—to remain


	blieb


	ist geblieben


	bleibt







	 


	gedeihen—to thrive


	gedieh


	ist gediehen


	gedeiht







	 


	leihen—to lend


	lieh


	geliehen


	leiht







	 


	meiden—to avoid


	mied


	gemieden


	meidet







	 


	preisen—to praise


	pries


	gepriesen


	preist







	 
 

	reiben—to rub


	rieb


	gerieben


	reibt







	 


	scheiden—to separate


	schied


	geschieden


	scheidet







	 


	scheinen—to shine, seem


	schien


	geschienen


	scheint


	







	 


	schreiben—to write


	schrieb


	geschrieben


	schreibt







	 


	schreien—to scream


	schrie


	geschrieen


	schreit







	 


	schweigen—to be silent


	schwieg


	geschwiegen


	schweigt







	 


	speien—to spew


	spie


	gespieen


	speit







	 


	steigen—to climb


	stieg


	ist gestiegen


	steigt







	 


	treiben—to drive


	trieb


	getrieben


	treibt







	 


	weisen—to point out


	wies


	gewiesen


	weist


























	 


	 


	PAST


	PAST


	3RD SINGULAR







	II


	INFINITIVE


	(IMPERFECT)


	PARTICIPLE


	PRESENT







	 


	ie


	o*


	o*


	ie







	 


	biegen—to bend


	bog


	gebogen


	biegt







	 


	bieten—to offer


	bot


	geboten


	bietet







	 


	fliegen—to fly


	flog


	ist geflogen


	fliegt







	 


	fliehen—to flee


	floh


	ist geflohen


	flieht







	 


	fließen—to flow


	floss


	ist geflossen


	fließt







	 


	frieren—to freeze


	fror


	gefroren


	friert







	 


	genießen—to enjoy


	genoss


	genossen


	genießt







	 


	gießen—to pour


	goss


	gegossen


	gießt







	 


	kriechen—to creep


	kroch


	ist gekrochen


	kriecht







	 


	riechen—to smell


	roch


	gerochen


	riecht







	 


	schieben—to push


	schob


	geschoben


	schiebt







	 


	schließen—to close


	schloss


	geschlossen


	schließt







	 


	sieden—to boil


	sott


	gesotten


	siedet







	 


	wiegen—to weigh


	wog


	gewogen


	wiegt







	 


	ziehen—to pull


	zog**


	gezogen**


	zieht








*When one consonant follows o in the Past Tense and in the Past Participle, the o is a long o.


When two consonants follow (ß is a double consonant), the o is short.


**(Note change to g from h of infinitive in Past Tense and Past Participle.)


Other verbs that follow this pattern but do not have “ie” in the infinitive are:




















	saufen—to drink


	soff


	gesoffen


	säuft







	saugen—to suck


	sog


	gesogen


	saugt







	heben—to lift


	hob


	gehoben


	hebt











Exception




















	 


	liegen—to lie


	lag


	gelegen


	liegt







	 


	 


	PAST


	PAST


	3RD SINGULAR







	III


	INFINITIVE


	(IMPERFECT)


	PARTICIPLE


	PRESENT







	 


	i


	a


	u


	i







	A


	binden—to bind


	band


	gebunden


	bindet







	 


	dringen—to urge


	drang


	ist gedrungen


	dringt







	 


	finden—to find


	fand


	gefunden


	findet







	 


	gelingen—to succeed


	gelang


	ist gelungen


	gelingt







	 


	klingen—to ring


	klang


	geklungen


	klingt







	 


	ringen—to struggle


	rang


	gerungen


	ringt







	 


	schwinden—to dwindle


	schwand


	ist geschwunden


	schwindet







	 


	schwingen—to swing


	schwang


	geschwungen


	schwingt







	 


	singen—to sing


	sang


	gesungen


	singt







	 


	springen—to jump


	sprang


	ist gesprungen


	springt







	 


	stinken—to stink


	stank


	gestunken


	stinkt







	 


	trinken—to drink


	trank


	getrunken


	trinkt







	 


	zwingen—to force


	zwang


	gezwungen


	zwingt


























	 


	i


	a


	o


	i







	B


	beginnen—to begin


	begann


	begonnen


	beginnt







	 


	gewinnen—to win


	gewann


	gewonnen


	gewinnt







	 


	rinnen—to run


	rann


	ist geronnen


	rinnt







	 


	schwimmen—to swim


	schwamm


	ist geschwommen


	schwimmt







	 


	sinnen—to meditate


	sann


	gesonnen


	sinnt







	 


	spinnen—to spin


	spann


	gesponnen


	spinnt


























	 


	 


	PAST


	PAST


	3RD SINGULAR







	IV


	INFINITIVE


	(IMPERFECT)


	PARTICIPLE


	PRESENT







	 


	e


	a


	e


	i, ie, e







	A


	essen—to eat


	aß


	gegessen


	isst







	 


	geben—to give


	gab


	gegeben


	gibt







	 


	genesen—to recover


	genas


	ist genesen


	genest





 

	 


	geschehen—to happen


	geschah


	ist geschehen


	geschieht







	 


	lesen—to read


	las


	gelesen


	liest







	 


	messen—to measure


	maß


	gemessen


	misst







	 


	sehen—to see


	sah


	gesehen


	sieht







	 


	treten—to step


	trat


	ist getreten


	tritt







	 


	vergessen—to forget


	vergaß


	vergessen


	vergisst


























	 


	e


	a


	o


	i, ie







	B


	befehlen—to order


	befahl


	befohlen


	befiehlt







	 


	bergen—to save


	barg


	geborgen


	birgt







	 


	brechen—to break


	brach


	gebrochen


	bricht







	 


	empfehlen—to recommend


	empfahl


	empfohlen


	empfiehlt







	 


	helfen—to help


	half


	geholfen


	hilft







	 


	nehmen—to take


	nahm


	genommen


	nimmt







	 


	sprechen—to speak


	sprach


	gesprochen


	spricht







	 


	stehlen—to steal


	stahl


	gestohlen


	stiehlt







	 


	sterben—to die


	starb


	ist gestorben


	stirbt







	 


	treffen—to meet, hit


	traf


	getroffen


	trifft







	 


	verderben—to spoil


	verdarb


	verdorben


	verdirbt







	 


	werben—to solicit


	warb


	geworben


	wirbt







	 


	werfen—to throw


	warf


	geworfen


	wirft


	 


























	 


	 


	PAST


	PAST


	3RD SINGULAR







	V


	INFINITIVE


	(IMPERFECT)


	PARTICIPLE


	PRESENT







	 


	a


	u


	a


	ä, a







	 


	backen—to bake


	buk


	gebacken


	bäckt







	 


	fahren—to travel


	fuhr


	ist gefahren


	fährt







	 


	graben—to dig


	grub


	gegraben


	gräbt







	 


	schaffen—to create


	schuf


	geschaffen


	schafft







	 


	schlagen—to beat


	schlug


	geschlagen


	schlägt







	 


	tragen—to carry


	trug


	getragen


	trägt







	 


	wachsen—to grow


	wuchs


	ist gewachsen


	wächst







	 


	waschen—to wash


	wusch


	gewaschen


	wäscht


























	 


	 


	PAST


	PAST


	3RD SINGULAR







	VI


	INFINITIVE


	(IMPERFECT)


	PARTICIPLE


	PRESENT







	 


	a


	ie


	a


	ä







	 


	blasen—to blow


	blies


	geblasen


	bläst







	 


	braten—to roast


	briet


	gebraten


	brät







	 


	fallen—to fall


	fiel


	ist gefallen


	fällt







	 


	halten—to hold


	hielt


	gehalten


	hält







	 


	lassen—to let


	ließ


	gelassen


	lässt







	 


	raten—to advise


	riet


	geraten


	rät







	 


	schlafen—to sleep


	schlief


	geschlafen


	schläft








Since they have the same change in the Past and show the same vowel in the Infinitive and Past Participle, the following verbs are also listed in Group VI:




















	heißen—to be called


	hieß


	geheißen


	heißt







	laufen—to run


	lief


	ist gelaufen


	läuft







	rufen—to call


	rief


	gerufen


	ruft







	stoßen—to push


	stieß


	gestoßen


	stößt











Irregular Verbs That Do Not Fit into the Other Patterns




















	 


	 


	PAST


	PAST


	3RD SINGULAR







	VII


	INFINITIVE


	(IMPERFECT)


	PARTICIPLE


	PRESENT







	 


	gehen—to go


	ging


	ist gegangen


	geht







	 


	haben—to have


	hatte


	gehabt


	hat







	 


	kommen—to come


	kam


	ist gekommen


	kommt







	 


	sein—to be


	war


	ist gewesen


	ist







	 


	tun—to do


	tat


	getan


	tut







	 


	werden—to become


	wurde


	ist geworden


	wird








Principal Parts of Modal Auxiliaries




















	dürfen—to be permitted


	durfte


	gedurft, dürfen*


	darf







	können—to be able


	konnte


	gekonnt, können*


	kann







	mögen—to like


	mochte


	gemocht, mögen*


	mag







	müssen—to have to


	musste


	gemusst, müssen*


	muss







	sollen—to be supposed to


	sollte


	gesollt, sollen*


	soll







	wollen—to want


	wollte


	gewollt, wollen*


	will











*When immediately preceded by an infinitive.


Principal Parts of Irregular Mixed Verbs and Wissen


These verbs are called “mixed” because they have the characteristics of both weak and strong verbs. Like weak verbs, they add “te” endings to the Past Tense, and their Past Participles end in “t.” They also, in the manner of strong verbs, change the stem vowel of the Infinitive in the Past Tense and in the Past Participle.




















	 


	PAST


	PAST


	3RD SINGULAR







	INFINITIVE


	(IMPERFECT)


	PARTICIPLE


	PRESENT







	brennen—to burn


	brannte


	gebrannt


	brennt







	bringen—to bring


	brachte


	gebracht


	bringt







	denken—to think


	dachte


	gedacht


	denkt







	kennen—to know


	kannte


	gekannt


	kennt







	nennen—to name


	nannte


	genannt


	nennt







	rennen—to run


	rannte


	gerannt


	rennt







	senden—to send


	sandte


	gesandt


	sendet







	wenden—to turn


	wandte


	gewandt


	wendet







	wissen—to know (a fact)


	wusste


	gewusst


	weiß



















Special Verb Uses



Verbal Nouns


Verbal nouns are identical with the Infinitive. Like all German nouns, they are capitalized. All are neuter. Usually they are translated by “ing” forms in English, although sometimes it is better to use the Infinitive.


Papageno konnte das Plaudern nicht lassen.


Papageno couldn’t stop chattering.


Siegfried hatte das Fürchten nicht gelernt.


Siegfried had not learned to fear.


In compound German nouns the verbal noun is second, whereas it appears first in English.


Im Weiterschreiten find’ er Qual und Glück. (Faust, II)


In striding onward let him find torment and bliss.


,,Beim Memoirenschreiben bleiben Sie bei der Wahrheit“, riet er dem Präsidenten.


“When writing (your) memoirs, stick to the truth,” he advised the president.


Sie sang ,,Beim Schlafengehen“ von Richard Strauß.


She sang “Upon Going to Sleep” by Richard Strauss.


Present Participles


The Present Participles of sein and tun are seiend and tuend. All other verbs merely add a “d” to the Infinitive. Present Participles translate into “ing” forms in English. But they are not verbal nouns. They are used only as adjectives, with ending patterns like other adjectives, or as adverbs. Adverbs never take an ending.


Sie erzählte die rührende Geschichte vom Fliegenden Holländer.


She told the touching story of the Flying Dutchman.


Verzweifelnd, aber dennoch suchend, kam er ans Land.


Despairing, yet seeking, he came ashore.


Wählen Sie ein Thema, das Sie brennend interessiert!


Choose a subject that interests you passionately.


Das Innere des Tempels bot uns einen atemberaubenden Anblick.


The interior of the temple presented us with a breathtaking sight.


English Forms of “to be” and “to do”


Do not translate progressive (“to be”) and emphatic (“to do”) forms of English Present and Past Tenses and of the Imperative (command form).


Ich schreibe einen Brief an Vatti. Haben Sie eine Briefmarke?


I’m writing a letter to daddy. Do you have a stamp?


Wo arbeitet sie? Arbeitete sie nicht für ihren Vater? Arbeitet sie noch für ihn?


Where is she working? Wasn’t she working for her father? Does she still work for him?


Regnet es viel hier in Salzburg?


Does it rain much here in Salzburg?


Ja, aber heute regnet es nicht, und gestern regnete es auch nicht.


Yes, but it isn’t raining today, and it didn’t rain yesterday.


Archaic and jocular constructions in English, especially in proverbs, resemble German usage.


Wer den Pfennig nicht ehrt, ist des Thalers nicht wert.


Who honors not the penny deserves not the dollar. (Whoever doesn’t respect the penny doesn’t deserve the dollar.)


Past Participles


In both English and German, Past or “Perfect” Participles are used to form Compound Tenses. In German the Past Participle is placed at the end of the clause, except in subordinate clauses, when the finite (conjugated auxiliary) verb comes last.


Wir haben es schon gesehen.


We have already seen it.


Sie hat ihm einen Brief geschrieben.


She has written him a letter.


The word order of the two examples above in subordinate clauses is as follows:


Ich weiß nicht, ob wir es schon gesehen haben.


I don’t know whether we’ve already seen it.


Ich glaube, dass sie ihm einen Brief geschrieben hat.


I believe that she has written him a letter.


As in English, Past Participles can also be used as adjectives. In German, of course, the rules for adjective endings apply:


in ungemessenen Räumen


in unmeasured areas of space


verlorenes (gesuchtes, gefundenes) Glück


lost (sought, found) happiness


nie geahnte Möglichkeiten


never suspected possibilities


Adjectives placed after the noun they modify (postpositive) have no ending, as in Der Stuhl ist gebrochen. (The chair is broken.)


With the exception of most “-ieren” verbs and all verbs beginning with an inseparable prefix (be-, emp-, ent-, er-, ge-, miss-, ver-, zer-), the Past Participle begins with ge, as in all of the previous examples except “verloren.”


Past Participles of Strong Verbs end in en, as in




















	gebissen


	bitten


	gesungen


	sung







	gegeben


	given


	getrunken


	drunk











Weak, or Regular, Verbs, have a participle ending in “t,” as do the Irregular Mixed Verbs.




















	gelebt


	lived


	gebracht


	brought







	geliebt


	loved


	gedacht


	thought











To help you with Strong (irregular) Verbs, you should study the table of “Principal Parts of Some Strong Verbs: Arranged According to Pattern of Change” on page 10.


Sein Verbs


Most verbs use haben as the helping verb in the perfect tenses. But verbs that do not generally take a direct object, known as Intransitive Verbs, are conjugated with sein.




















	aufstehen


	to get up


	laufen


	to run







	begegnen


	to meet


	reisen


	to travel







	bleiben


	to remain


	schreiten


	to step







	fahren


	to travel


	schwimmen


	to swim







	fallen


	to fall


	sein


	to be







	fliegen


	to fly


	springen


	to jump







	fliehen


	to flee


	steigen


	to climb







	folgen


	to follow


	sterben


	to die







	gehen


	to go


	wandern


	to wander, hike







	geschehen


	to happen


	weichen


	to yield







	kommen


	to come


	werden


	to become











The verbs listed above are among those usually conjugated with sein. Nevertheless, some of them can be used transitively (with a direct object), and then the auxiliary is haben. Contrast the following:


Ich bin mit der Bahn, nicht mit dem Wagen gefahren. (intransitive)


I traveled by train, not by car.


Ich habe den neuen Wagen noch nicht gefahren. (transitive)


I haven’t yet driven the new car.


Meine Freunde haben mich nach Hause gefahren. (transitive)


My friends drove me home.


Remember that the inseparable prefix be- often serves to make intransitive verbs transitive. Thus kommen is intransitive, but bekommen (to receive, get) is transitive.


Wir sind nicht gekommen.


We didn’t come.


Wir hatten die Antwort schon bekommen.


We had already received the answer.


Reisen is conjugated with sein, but bereisen uses haben as the auxiliary.


Er ist durch viele Länder gereist.


He traveled through many countries.


Er hat viele Länder bereist.


He traveled (in) many countries.


Sometimes, however, as with fahren and schwimmen, the verb itself can be used transitively. The form beschwimmen does not exist.


Die Rheinmädchen haben den ganzen Rhein von der Schweiz bis zur Nordsee geschwommen.


The Rhine Maidens swam the entire Rhine from Switzerland to the North Sea.


The Rhine is the direct object, and therefore haben is the auxiliary. More usually, when a preposition completes the meaning, schwimmen is conjugated with sein.


Wir sind im Schwimmbad (im Rhein, im See) geschwommen.


We swam in the swimming pool (the Rhine, the lake).
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PRINC. PARTS: geliebt werden, wurde geliebt, ist geliebt

geliebt werden
worden, wird geliebt

IMPERATIVE:  werde geliebt!, werdet geliebt!, 10 be loved
werden Sie geliebt!
INDICATIVE SUBJUNCTIVE
PRIMARY SECONDARY
Present Time
Present (Pres. Subj.) (Imperf. Subj.)
ich  werde geliebt werde geliebt wiirde geliebt
du  wirst geliebt werdest geliebt wiirdest geliebt
er  wird geliebt werde geliebt wiirde geliebt
wir  werden geliebt werden geliebt wiirden geliebt
ihr  werdet geliebt werdet geliebt wiirdet geliebt
sie  werden geliebt werden geliebt wiirden geliebt
Imperfect
ich  wurde geliebt
du  wurdest geliebt
er wurde geliebt
wir  wurden geliebt
ihr  wurdet geliebt
sie wurden geliebt
Past Time
Perfect (Perf. Subj.) (Pluperf. Subj.)
ich  bin geliebt worden sei geliebt worden wiire geliebt worden
du  bist geliebt worden seiest geliebt worden st geliebt worden
er ist geliebt worden sei geliebt worden wilre geliebt worden
wir  sind geliebt worden seien geliebt worden wiiren geliebt worden
ihr  seid geliebt worden seiet geliebt worden wilret geliebt worden
sie  sind geliebt worden seien geliebt worden wiren geliebt worden
Pluperfect
ich  war geliebt worden
du  warst geliebt worden
er  war geliebt worden
wir  waren geliebt worden
ihr  wart geliebt worden
sie  waren geliebt worden
Future Time
Future (Fut. Subj.) (Pres. Conditional)
ich  werde geliebt werden werde geliebt werden wiirde geliebt werden
du  wirst geliebt werden werdest geliebt werden wiirdest geliebt werden
er  wird geliebt werden werde geliebt werden wiirde geliebt werden
wir  werden geliebt werden werden geliebt werden wiirden geliebt werden
ihr  werdet geliebt werden werdet geliebt werden wiirdet geliebt werden
sie  werden geliebt werden werden geliebt werden wiirden geliebt werden
Future Perfect Time
Future Perfect (Fut. Perf. Subj.) (Past Conditional)
ich  werde geliebt worden sein werde geliebt worden wiirde geliebt worden sein
sein
du  wirst geliebt worden sein werdest geliebt worden wiirdest geliebt worden sein
sein
er  wird geliebt worden sein werde geliebt worden wiirde geliebt worden sein
sein
wir  werden geliebt worden sein  werden geliebt worden wiirden geliebt worden sein
sein
ihr  werdet geliebt worden sein werdet geliebt worden wiirdet geliebt worden sein
sein
sie  werden geliebt worden sein  werden geliebt worden wiirden geliebt worden sein

sein
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to be loved

PRINC. PARTS:  to be loved, was loved, has been loved, is loved
IMPERATIVE: be loved
INDICATIVE SUBJUNCTIVE
PRIMARY SECONDARY
Present Time
Present (Pres. Subj.) (Imperf. Subj.)
1 am loved may be loved were loved (might or
would be loved)
you are loved may be loved were loved
he (she, it) s loved may be loved were loved
we are loved may be loved were loved
you are loved may be loved were loved
they are loved may be loved were loved
Imperfect
1 was loved
you were loved
he (she,it)  was loved
we were loved
you were loved
they were loved
Past Time
Perfect (Perf. Subj.) (Pluperf. Subj.)
1 have been loved may have been loved had been loved (might or
(was loved) would have been loved)
you have been loved may have been loved had been loved
he (she,it)  has been loved may have been loved had been loved
we have been loved may have been loved had been loved
you have been loved may have been loved had been loved
they have been loved may have been loved had been loved
Pluperfect
1 had been loved
you had been loved
he (she, it)  had been loved
we had been loved
you had been loved
they had been loved
Future Time
Future (Fut. Subj.) (Pres. Conditional)
1 shall be loved shall be loved should be loved
(may be loved)
you will be loved will be loved would be loved
he (she, it)  will be loved will be loved would be loved
we shall be loved shall be loved should be loved
you will be loved will be loved would be loved
they will be loved will be loved would be loved
Future Perfect Time
Future Perfect (Fut. Perf. Subj.) (Past Conditional)
1 shall have been loved  shall (may, would) should have been loved
have been loved
you will have been loved will have been loved would have been loved
he (she, it)  will have been loved will have been loved would have been loved
we shall have been loved  shall have been loved should have been loved
you will have been loved will have been loved would have been loved

they

will have been loved

will have been loved

would have been loved
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speak

PRINC. PARTS: to speak, spoke, spoken, speaks
IMPERATIVE:  speak

INDICATIVE SUBJUNCTIVE
PRIMARY SECONDARY
Present Time
Present (Pres. Subj.) (Imperf. Subj.)
1 speak (am speaking, speak (may speak) spoke (might or
do speak) would speak)
you speak speak spoke
he (she,it)  speaks speak spoke
we speak speak spoke
you speak speak spoke
they speak speak spoke
Imperfect
I spoke
(was speaking,
did speak)
you spoke
he (she,it)  spoke
we spoke
you spoke
they spoke
Past Time
Perfect (Perf. Subj.) (Pluperf. Subj.)
1 have spoken have spoken (may had spoken (might or
(spoke) have spoken) would have spoken)
you have spoken have spoken had spoken
he (she,it)  has spoken has spoken had spoken
we have spoken have spoken had spoken
you have spoken have spoken had spoken
they have spoken have spoken had spoken
Pluperfect
I had spoken
you had spoken
he (she,it)  had spoken
we had spoken
you had spoken
they had spoken
Future Time
Future (Fut. Subj.) (Pres. Conditional)
1 shall speak shall speak (may speak)  should speak
you will speak will speak would speak
he (she.it)  will speak will speak would speak
we shall speak shall speak should speak
you will speak will speak would speak
they will speak will speak would speak
Future Perfect Time
Future Perfect (Fut. Perf. Subj.) (Past Conditional)
1 shall have spoken shall (would, may) should have spoken
have spoken
you will have spoken will have spoken would have spoken
he (she,it)  will have spoken will have spoken would have spoken
we shall have spoken shall have spoken should have spoken
you will have spoken will have spoken would have spoken

they will have spoken will have spoken would have spoken
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PRINC. PARTS: sprechen, sprach, gesprochen, spricht

sprechen
to speak, talk

IMPERATIVE: _ sprich!, sprecht!, sprechen Sie!
INDICATIVE SUBJUNCTIVE
PRIMARY SECONDARY
Present Time
Present (Pres. Subj.) (Imperf. Subj.)
ich  sprech E sprech E sprich  E
du  sprich ST sprech  EST EST
er S T sprech  E E
wir EN sprech  EN EN
ihr  sprech T sprech  ET ET
sie  sprech EN sprech  EN sprich  EN
Imperfect
ich  sprach
du  sprach ST
er sprach
wir sprach EN
ihr  sprach T
sie  sprach EN
Past Time
Perfect (Perf. Subj.) (Pluperf. Subj.)
ich  habe gesprochen habe gesprochen hiitte gesprochen
du  hast gesprochen habest gesprochen hiittest gesprochen
er  hat gesprochen habe gesprochen hiitte gesprochen
wir  haben gesprochen haben gesprochen hitten gesprochen
ihr  habt gesprochen habet gesprochen hiittet gesprochen
sie  haben gesprochen haben gesprochen hiitten gesprochen
Pluperfect
ich  hatte gesprochen
du  hattest gesprochen
er  hatte gesprochen
wir  hatten gesprochen
ihr  hattet gesprochen
sie  hatten gesprochen
Future Time
Future (Fut. Subj.) (Pres. Conditional)
ich  werde sprechen werde sprechen wiirde sprechen
du  wirst sprechen werdest sprechen wiirdest sprechen
er wird sprechen werde sprechen wiirde sprechen
wir  werden sprechen werden sprechen wiirden sprechen
ihr  werdet sprechen werdet sprechen wiirdet sprechen
sie  werden sprechen werden sprechen wiirden sprechen
Future Perfect Time
Future Perfect (Fut. Perf. Subj.) (Past Conditional)
ich  werde gesprochen haben werde gesprochen haben wiirde gesprochen haben
du  wirst gesprochen haben werdest gesprochen haben wiirdest gesprochen haben
er wird gesprochen haben werde gesprochen haben wiirde gesprochen haben
wir  werden gesprochen haben werden gesprochen haben wiirden gesprochen haben
ihr  werdet gesprochen haben werdet gesprochen haben wiirdet gesprochen haben
sie werden gesprochen haben werden gesprochen haben wiirden gesprochen haben





