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Welcome to ALADDIN QUIX!

If you are looking for fast, fun-to-read stories with colorful characters, lots of kid-friendly humor, easy-to-follow action, entertaining story lines, and lively illustrations, then ALADDIN QUIX is for you!

But wait, there’s more!

If you’re also looking for stories with tables of contents; word lists; about-the-book questions; 64, 80, or 96 pages; short chapters; short paragraphs; and large fonts, then ALADDIN QUIX is definitely for you!

ALADDIN QUIX: The next step between ready to reads and longer, more challenging chapter books, for readers five to eight years old.
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To Jan, who gets everywhere ten minutes ahead of time

—M. C.

For Maddy, Olivia, and Nora

—S. C.






Cast of Characters

Addy McBean: Second grader at PS 8 who loves numbers

Mom: Addy’s mother; librarian at South Summit Public Library

Minus: Addy’s dog

Willard Gluck: Addy’s classmate

Mr. Vertex: Addy’s teacher at PS 8

Star Atlas: Addy’s best friend

Maya: Addy’s classmate

Jamie: Addy’s classmate

Ms. Atlas: Star’s mother; works at PS 8

Mr. Rogers: Gym teacher at PS 8

Dad: Addy’s dad; coding genius who lives in San Francisco

Leo: Addy’s classmate

Akim: Addy’s classmate

Ms. Tempo: Music teacher at PS 8

Latoya: Addy’s classmate

Collin: Addy’s classmate

Mr. Gluck: Willard’s father

Mita: Addy’s classmate

Maria: Addy’s classmate

Linda: Addy’s classmate

Carlos: Addy’s classmate

Ms. Artuso: Jamie’s mother

Luna Bright: Famous pop singer

Ms. Ralston: Principal at PS 8






1 Sequined Boots


Addy McBean lives with Mom and their poodle, Minus, at 100 Division Drive, South Summit, New Jersey. Addy is wild about numbers.

When she’s not counting stuff, she’s doing addition and subtraction in her head.

She likes to skip count by tens to one thousand. The other second graders can’t do this yet, except for Willard Gluck. He’s a math whiz too. They have fun skip counting together.
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Addy is in Mr. Vertex’s class at PS 8. Math is the first class of the day. It’s Mr. Vertex’s favorite subject. He wears ties with numbers on them and shoes with math objects.

On Monday morning Mr. Vertex greets Addy and her best friend, Star Atlas, with a riddle.

“What works every day, every hour, every minute, and every second?”

Addy usually comes up with an answer, but today she’s stumped.

“I don’t know,” she says.

Star doesn’t either, so Mr. Vertex exclaims, “A clock! In math today we’ll begin a new unit on how to tell time.”

Addy already knows how, since she has a smart watch and can read the time on the front. Her dad gave it to her when he moved to San Francisco after her parents got divorced. When Addy’s not in school, she and her dad text back and forth all the time.

After the Pledge of Allegiance, Mr. Vertex makes the V sign for everyone to be quiet. Then he holds up a clock that shows the time on a rectangular screen.

“I bet this clock looks familiar,” he says. “Does anyone know what kind of clock it is?”

Willard raises his hand. “A digital clock, and the time reads eight thirty-seven.” Of course Willard knows the answer. His mom and dad are astrophysicists. They’ve taught him lots about numbers and outer space, thinks Addy.

Mr. Vertex explains that the number before the colon marks the hour. The numbers after the colon mark the minutes. Addy yawns. She and some of the other kids already know this. Next their teacher points to the round clock on the wall.

“What kind of clock is that?”

Maya raises her hand. “A full-moon clock,” she says.

“Good guess,” says Mr. Vertex, “since it’s round like a full moon. But it’s called an analog clock.” He explains that analog clocks have round faces and three hands that travel in the same direction. The numbers on the clock’s face stand for hours. The little lines between the numbers stand for minutes. The small hand points to the number that tells what hour it is. The big hand tells the number of minutes that have passed in the hour.
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