
[image: Cover: Alana’s Recipe for Kindness, by Coco Simon author of Cupcake Diaries. 8 Cupcake Diaries: The New Batch.]




[image: Alana’s Recipe for Kindness, by Coco Simon author of Cupcake Diaries and illustrated by Manuela López. Cupcake Diaries: The New Batch. Simon Spotlight. New York | Amsterdam/Antwerp | London | Toronto | Sydney/Melbourne | New Delhi.]






[image: Alana wakes in bed, smiling as she looks at the clock on her bedside table showing 6:30 a.m.]





Chapter 1[image: ] Permission Slips


On Monday morning, my eyes popped open before the alarm clock went off. I was already excited for the school day to end, and it hadn’t even started yet!

I was often busy after school. Every once in a while, I watched my little brothers, Jamie and Kyle. Sometimes, I made cupcakes with my new batch of friends—all of us in the Mini Cupcake Club—or I hung out with my besties from my old school. This week, I was making time for something entirely different.

Last Friday, in the school’s main office, I saw flyers for this new tutoring program. Volunteers are being invited to stay after school to help ESL students with their homework. With English being their second language, they need extra support.

[image: Alana sits at a desk holding a paper titled Tutoring Program, with a cup of pencils and a stack of books beside her, looking at the page closely.]

[image: Alana holds a signed permission slip in her hand near her pocket, the paper showing lines and boxes.]

Seeing the flyer sparked my interest. I’d never thought about what ESL students go through every day at school. I imagined how hard it must be, to learn in school while they’re also learning a new language. So I asked for a permission slip to take home.

I sat up in bed, rubbed my eyes, and glanced over at the signed permission slip on my side table. “Yes!” I said as I stood up, walked over to my backpack, and folded the slip inside.

[image: Alana is in her pajamas and bonnet. She is standing beside her bed, reaching toward an alarm clock on a bedside table, smiling as she prepares for the day with a pillow and blanket behind her]

[image: Emily and Natalie sit together smiling. Emily is drinking water and natalie is chatting casually and laughing at school.]

At lunchtime that day at school, I arrived at the Mini Cupcake Club’s usual table. Emily, Natalie, Ren, and Ethan were already there, talking about cupcake flavors. Before I could even sit down, their voices swarmed around me with new order requests for the coming weeks. As Mini Cupcake Club manager, I keep track of orders and supplies. I whipped out my notebook and started scrawling down some notes.

[image: Ren sits beside Ethan, smiling while talking, as Ren faces him with a cheerful expression, both engaged in a friendly conversation at school.]

[image: Alana sits at the lunch table writing in a notebook with a pencil, a lunchbox, a water bottle, and an apple beside her as she works.]

[image: Alana sits with Emily, Natalie, Ren, and Ethan at a table, talking with raised hands as the group listens with mixed expressions during their discussion.]

“When’s our next baking day?” Natalie asked.

“Can we bake at your house next, Alana?” Ethan asked. Ethan liked baking at my house because my little brothers always wanted to play with him.

“Can’t do my house,” I answered. “Sorry, guys, but I’m going to be super busy this week, so I’ll miss some of the baking if we take on new orders.” I scanned everyone’s faces. Different emotions rippled across each of them: surprise, confusion, curiosity, and disappointment.

But none were happy.

“What else could be more important than knocking out these orders?” Ethan asked.

“I mean, we don’t have any tests or quizzes,” Emily pointed out.

[image: Emily touches her lip with her finger and speaks to Ethan, who looks concerned as he listens, both facing each other.]

When I told them about the tutoring program, no one could deny that it was an interesting thing to do, but still. They weren’t pleased.

“So we’re just supposed to bake without you all the time now?” Ren asked, with a little attitude.

[image: Ren points forward at Alana with her finger while speaking, her brows furrowed and expression concerned as she sits at a table during a serious moment.]

“N-no—not all the time,” I stammered.

“This is how your friends from Hamilton must’ve felt when we started the club,” Natalie brought up.

[image: Alana sits at the lunch table with an open notebook and pen, holding her chest with one hand and her chin with the other, looking worried.]

Huh? I thought. What did my friends from my old school have to do with anything? I was caught off guard, so I asked, “What’s that supposed to mean?” My face got warm, and I felt like I was suddenly under a microscope.

“I think we’re wondering if this tutoring thing is more important to you than us,” Ren replied. “Your Hamilton friends started to feel left out, and honestly, I’m feeling that way too right now.”

Everyone seemed to agree, and all eyes were on me. I felt cornered and also ganged up on.

[image: Ethan, Ren, Natalie, and Emily sit at a table with notebooks and a water bottle, their faces showing concern as they look toward one another.]

“Oh, you’re just thinking of yourselves!” I snapped, furious. Emily, Ren, and Natalie gasped. “It doesn’t even matter to you that I’m helping others. Where are your hearts?”

[image: Emily, Natalie, Ethan, and Ren sit at a table, looking surprised as Alana stands up, holding books, and turns away, leaving the group during a tense moment.]

“Our bad, Alana, we didn’t mean to upset—” Ethan started.

“Whatever, I’ll see you guys later,” I muttered, cutting him off. I grabbed my lunch before getting up to leave, then ate it in my next class.
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