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1


  CULTURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE AUDIENCIA OF QUITO




  John Leddy Phelan, in his study El reino de Quito en el siglo XVII ( The Kingdom of Quito in the Seventeenth Century ), examined the meager results attained by the Spaniards, and later the Creoles, in their efforts to extend colonization to the tropical jungles of the coastlands and the Amazon territories of the Audiencia of Quito. These results were due to difficult access and inhospitable conditions. Phelan concluded that colonial life was thus concentrated mainly in the Andean region, a geographical area that years later, in 1830, would be the territorial basis for creating the Republic of Ecuador. The North American historian wrote, “The two Quitos that we have already discussed, the Quito of the coast and the Quito of the Oriente, were marginal to the third and most important Quito—the valleys in the Sierra lying between the two chains of the Andes.”1




  In effect, during the long colonial period the Sierra, or highlands region, was the most advanced and most populated region of the Audiencia of Quito. It accounted for more than 90 percent of the population and carried on farming, livestock-raising (sheep farms), and manual textile-making in mills known as obrajes . The subsistence of everyone depended on these activities. In the eighteenth century, the prosperous settlement of Quito in the central and northern Andes declined and became impoverished because of the destruction caused by earthquakes and the ruin of the textile industry. The latter was due to outside competition and lower demand resulting from a decline in the large American mining centers and the contraband introduced by the French, Dutch, and English. Nevertheless, Quito maintained its dominance because of the slight economic and demographic significance that other colonial regions continued to have.




  The inter-Andean region offered colonists good land, a healthy climate, and abundant labor. According to Gironaldo Benzoni, Quito was “the most fertile and abundant province of all of Peru.”2 Jesuit priest Mario Cicala was surprised by the “admirable fertility” of the province of Quito, where there was no “kind of fruit, species of grain, variety of flower, type of vegetable, multiplicity of pasturelands, diversity of grasses, that are not seen to take root, grow and germinate in surprising abundance.”3 This observation was shared by the English-Irish chronicler William Stevenson, who served as secretary to Count Ruiz de Castilla in the last years of the Audiencia of Quito, when he noted the different climates that made it possible, in the course of just a few hours, “to experience the cold of the poles, the stifling heat of the equator, and all of the temperatures in between,” and also made it possible for its inhabitants to have a large variety of foods at their disposal. The surrounding abundance so caught his attention that he made the prediction that the country would “at a future date become one of the most flourishing countries in the New World.”4 This prophecy was not fulfilled because of the way in which inhabitants of Quito and Ecuador did not make good use or, or take advantage of, the resources that nature had so generously bestowed upon them.




  With the exception of Guayaquil, the urban centers of the coast were small, isolated towns that were just beginning to develop at the end of the eighteenth century. One factor that contributed to Guayaquil’s progress was its advantage as the only port for the Audiencia of Quito, through which products were imported and exported and contraband entered clandestinely. These activities were stimulated by the reduction of trade restrictions declared by the Bourbon kings. Guayaquil’s economy was also nourished by two additional important activities, which were sources of employment for workers migrating from other areas within the Audiencia. The city controlled the production, collection, storage, and exportation of cacao, a crop cultivated on haciendas in the Guayas River basin and taken to the port along the tributaries. And Guayaquil shipbuilders were so important that they came to be considered the largest on the Pacific Coast. Due to its progress, when the colonial period ended, Guayaquil became the second major city of the Audiencia of Quito, even though the population on the coast barely represented 14 percent of the total.5




  The southern Andean provinces were much less important economically and demographically, but because their economies were not dependent on textiles, they were able to ride out the economic crisis of the eighteenth century and thus attain a larger relative weight at the end of the colonial period. They had also benefited from the profits earned from casacarilla exports, which were used for quinine production. This discovery, which made it possible to cure malaria, generated a significant demand in the Americas and in the European powers desirous of protecting the health of their colonists in the tropical lands of Africa and Asia.




  For these reasons, and because it was emigrants from the highlands who populated the coast and the jungle—the latter region having only recently been physically integrated into Ecuador four hundred years later, during the second half of the twentieth century—it becomes germane to center a study of colonial culture on the Andean provinces, and particularly on those of the central and northern regions, which were tied to Quito. These were located between the cities of Ibarra to the north and Riobamba to the south.




  A STRATIFIED AND EXCLUSIVISTIC SOCIETY




  Unlike other European countries, in which capitalist forms of production were beginning to appear, during most of the colonial period in the Americas, Spain was characterized by feudalism, whose conventions and values marked the behavior of those who conquered and colonized the territories that comprised the Audiencia of Quito. The Spaniards came from a hierarchically organized society dominated by nobility that benefited from land ownership, the economic surpluses that compulsory work generated, and the tribute paid by peasants subject to the status of servitude. It was widely held that land constituted the main source of wealth, as a result of which other economic activities and manual labor were disparaged.




  Before the arrival of the Spaniards, during the brief Inca period and the era that preceded it, the Indians had lived in authoritarian societies subject to the absolute power of local political leaders ( caciques ) and sovereigns. They were obliged to provide personal services, pay tribute, and perform all types of work, such as building roads and bearing cargo. Families’ needs, including the preservation of life, could only be met through blind obedience and absolute loyalty to those that held power. They did not have land with which they could do as they pleased; rather, land use depended on the will of the person or group to whom they were subordinated. In many social areas, especially the military, which was so important for the conquest of the Andean people, the indigenous society was very backward in comparison with Spanish society. The diseases brought with the conquerors led to a demographic catastrophe, especially in the coastal region, where the indigenous population practically disappeared. However, the Indians continued to be a large majority in the Sierra. In fact, during the colonial period they accounted for between 75 percent and 90 percent of the population of the Audiencia of Quito.




  The language of the Incas, which had been adopted by the indigenous people of the Audiencia of Quito, was not prepared to compete with the Castilian language used by the conquerors, colonists, bureaucrats, and clergymen. According to La Condamine, Quechua was lacking in words “that would allow it to express abstract, universal ideas,” such as “ time, duration, space, being, substance, matter, body, virtue, justice, liberty, gratitude, ingratitude ,” and many more concepts that could be expressed only quite imperfectly and only after having recourse to long, roundabout phrases.6 For this reason, the Indians found it difficult to master the language of the conquerors; but had they done so, this knowledge would have enabled them to take advantage of it for their own purposes.




  These characteristics of the Spanish world and the indigenous world, and the type of economic structures that were implemented in the colonial period, led to the organization of a highly stratified society in which the top of the social pyramid was occupied by whites and the wide base by people of color. People acquired their status on the day of their birth and kept it throughout their life. Ownership of the obrajes and haciendas, which were the most important commercial activities, was reserved for Spaniards and Creoles, as were political and religious positions of authority and privileged access to education. Furthermore, worldly treasures, economic activities, and representational functions were not accessible to the men and women of color who made up the indigenous, black, mestizo, and mulatto peoples. They, on the other hand, were obliged to pay tribute to and to work for their masters in conditions of servitude or slavery. Naturally, reciprocal cultural influences did not fail to occur, especially among the Spanish with regard to the Indians. In the end, the centuries-long domination of all types, including religious domination, made it possible for the customs of the conquerors to prevail.




  The Catholic religion gave ideological support to colonial hierarchical society by justifying as God’s will the widespread economic, social, and political inequalities that existed. If society’s development was determined by divine will and men were merely an instrument, they could do little to change the social conditions in which they lived. Since poverty was considered a blessing, rather than a burden, men should accept it with resignation and seek consolation in charity, an attitude that would eventually be compensated for in “the other life” through “eternal salvation.” Profit-making, moneylenders’ collecting of interest on money loaned, and scientific research were morally scorned, or at least looked upon suspiciously, because they went against the natural order determined by God. These values were transmitted by Catholic clergymen through the education that they imparted in schools and universities, and through their preaching of “the word of God” in the churches that, by then, were the social hub of colonial life. To these were added the close ties existing between the Church, the political authorities, and the white society; the direct exploitation that took place through the collection of economic contributions; and the Church’s commitment to the system of domination and exploitation by virtue of the religious orders’ direct ownership of obrajes and numerous large haciendas.




  Scientist Alexander von Humboldt, who visited the Audiencia of Quito for an extended period, wrote: “In America, fair skin is what decides the rank that a man holds within society” since the color of their skin establishes “a sort of equality among men that affirm that they have certain degrees of superiority due to their race and their origin.” The German traveler illustrated this racial differentiation with a story about the way in which disputes were settled. He cited a person of high social status who, when he disputed some matter with a common man, would be heard to say “Perhaps you consider yourself whiter than I am?”7




  The Spaniards, as Phelan noted, “were racist and ethnocentric in their own fashion.” Although they collaborated with different races, much more than other people from other nations, they “never for a moment doubted their own superiority over them.” So, “the only equality that they were willing to grant to the Indians was the equality of the other world.”8 This segregation was confirmed by a contemporary researcher, who stated that Indians, despite the rights and privileges consecrated under secular law and religious canons, were faced with the cruel paradox that they were treated “like animals or mental retards.” He provided evidence of this reality by citing a 1609 source that showed that renting a horse for one day cost four reales , whereas hiring an Indian guide only cost his food and “sometimes two or four reales .”9




  Jorge Juan and Antonio De Ulloa, Spanish sailors who accompanied the French Geodesic Mission that laid out the equatorial meridian, in their celebrated work entitled Noticias secretas de América wrote: “The Indians are truly slaves in those countries and they would be fortunate to have a single master to whom to contribute what they earn with the sweat of their brow.” Farther on, they added that in the case of the black slaves, only they and not their families were obliged to work and any financial losses were borne by the master, whereas the Indians had to carry the burden of the losses that they produced and share their chores with their wives and children.10 Stevenson remarked that in the area of Mount Chimborazo, he saw Indians dispossessed of their lands, obliged to work for meager pay, subjected to “the whip and other corporal punishments,” and “reduced to the most abject state of servitude and slavery.”11 Caldas, upon seeing how a peasant family was fascinated by the light of a candle, expressed his amazement at the fact that, “barely thirty leagues” from Quito, Indians lived “in almost the same state as in the time of the Conquest.”12




  The lands initially received from the Spanish Crown by Spaniards and Creoles by virtue of “royal favors” or dispensations, together with the concessions made by the municipal councils ( cabildos ), were expanded over time, especially in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, leading to the formation of large haciendas. According to historian José María Vargas, “The origin of the social structure of Ecuador’s agrarian property lies in the way lands were distributed by the Cabildo.”13 Some land was purchased by the officials who had gotten rich in the performance of public office or in the unscrupulous administration of the obrajes. However, some of the Indians’ properties were usurped; they were forced to abandon their land, obliged to sell at ridiculously low prices, or had land taken away in the courts, thanks to the whites’ influences in the legal system. When the colonial period came to an end, the whites had appropriated the best lands and relegated the Indians to ownership of small, not-very-productive plots far away from the fertile inter-Andean valleys. The stratified social structure was built on the basis of a “planned division of the land” that took into account “space and labor available and estimated revenue,” whereby some benefited and others were deprived.14 Some of the largest and most prosperous haciendas belonged to religious communities, but church involvement in hacienda ownership did not entail any change whatsoever in social and economic structures, perhaps with the exception of haciendas belonging to the Jesuits.




  Since there was a caste system, with definite social and legal limits, similar forms of discrimination occurred with other individuals of color. For example, in 1690 the Cabildo of Guayaquil established different sanctions for people who set up tables in the plazas and the churches to sell merchandise. Mulattos, quarterbreeds, blacks, and mestizos were flogged with fifty lashes, whereas the “leading people” were only obliged to pay a fine of fifty pesos.15




  Thus, colonial society did not offer conditions for equal opportunities and thereby the possibility of social and economic mobility as a function of individual merits as opposed to ethnic background.




  The most pernicious segregation existed in the field of education, on which a people’s economic future so depends. Only the sons of well-to-do white families were admitted to the aristocratic colonial university, since the students who intended to register had to prove “cleanliness of blood.” For example, to be admitted to the university, Eugenio Espejo had to employ subterfuges to “prove” an imaginary Spanish ancestor from the nobility. Indians did not even have access to schools because their ethnicity excluded them from any form of education. Special establishments run by the Franciscan monks were reserved for the mestizos, who learned artisan trades that were known back then as “mechanical arts” or “vile trades.” The priesthood—which was a source of wealth, prestige, and power—was off-limits to Indians and even mestizos.16




  A society that consecrated social inequalities from the time of birth— and maintained them for life thanks to a system of domination that ensured their immutability—curbed the incentives for those who occupied the lower strata of the social pyramid to use their work as a means of rising out of poverty and improving their social and economic status. On the other hand, certain that their social situation would not be challenged, those who occupied higher positions did not find it necessary to perform their activities with dedication and determination since there was no threat of competition and their economic position would not be improved through greater effort.




  The historical origins of colonial society, with its structural characteristics and rigid hierarchies, added to geographical and demographic factors, eventually gave rise to the paradigms that shaped the beliefs and dictated the behavior of the inhabitants of the Audiencia of Quito.




  WIDESPREAD IDLENESS




  Despite the centuries of exploitation that the Ecuadorian coastal region has experienced, it continues to be an extraordinarily fertile land. A contemporary study affirms




  

    It has the richest combination of soils and climates of the Western Hemisphere. In its overall profile, the soil contains approximately twice as much organic matter and is comparable to the soils of some of the richest black plains found in the United States. Add to this abundant sunshine, a lack of wind, daily temperatures of around 80°F (27°C), and an average annual rainfall of over 75 inches. All of this explains why Ecuador’s agricultural potential is unequaled.17


  




  If the coast is that fertile nowadays, one can only imagine how fertile the lands were four hundred years ago.




  Even though the highland soils were of poorer quality and were less readily available because of the extensive plains and the numerous Andean mountains, the region had fertile valleys, frequent rainfall, and abundant irrigation water. The temperature changes were greater, but the region did not suffer summer heat or winter cold as in the countries with four seasons. Its climate fluctuated between cool spring-like weather and moderate autumn.




  The coastlands and highlands could be cultivated all year long, and the two regions had a variety of climates. This permitted rich and poor to have a wide range of food year-round. The existence of a mild climate made it unnecessary to stock the provisions that the people who lived in harsh geographical environments were forced to have because they could die of cold or hunger if they did not store up food and firewood for the long winter months. In the case of the highlands, the temperate climate also contributed to the fact that the inhabitants did not endure the plagues that afflicted the coastal settlements.




  Juan and De Ulloa contrasted the “abundance of crops” produced in the Sierra with the “idle, lazy life” of the inhabitants.18 Stevenson, referring to the natives of the Province of Esmeraldas, wrote an observation that was valid for all the coastal inhabitants: “It may with truth be asserted, that industry is certainly not a prominent feature in their habits,” he noted and then added, “where a sufficiency is easily procured, where luxury in food or clothing is unknown, where superiority is never contended for, and where nature appears not only to invite but even to tempt her creatures to repose, why should they reject her offer?”19 This opinion was confirmed by Cicala, who wrote: “If care and solicitude in farming and working the land had been on a par with their disinterest and neglect,” the wealth that whites and Indians would have obtained would have exceeded that attained by peasants in Europe.20 In a report that they sent to the Crown in 1814, two natives of the Audiencia of Quito, José Joaquín de Olmedo and Vicente Rocafuerte, reiterated these concepts when they wrote: “The fertility and abundance of this province are so great that, with another level of development and under other auspices, it would today be the richest in America. But the vigor of nature left to its own devices, without labor, without cultivation, without art, remains almost intact under this climate; and even cultivated continuously, it seems never to weaken.”21




  The existence of a numerous indigenous population and therefore the possibility of cheap, unlimited labor that was available first to the conquerors and colonists, and later to the Creoles, allowed them to avoid performing tiring manual labor in manufacturing textiles, working the lands, extracting precious metals, and keeping house. All of this work was left to the Indians. They were recruited by whites and put at their service through the encomienda system, despite the fact that the estate-holders ( encomenderos ) had no right to do that, since the Indians assigned to them were only obliged to pay tribute in money or in kind, in exchange for receiving protection and religious services.22 Against express legal prohibitions that they be subjected to forced labor and personal services, and despite the sanctions that the Crown established for those who did not comply, they were obliged to work on haciendas and in textile mills, and to do domestic chores in the country and in the city. In some cases the tribute was transformed into work; in others they received meager remunerations or simply none at all. The “assistance” that the Indians received in food and clothing kept them permanently in debt and subject to mandatory work on haciendas and in textile mills by means of which they tried to work off their endless debt.23




  The Creole pretensions to nobility constituted another obstacle for them to earn a living through hard work and to take the lead in economic progress through their own initiatives. According to a contemporary researcher, during the late colonial period in the Audiencia de Quito there were eleven families with titles of nobility that had been bought from the Crown, all located in the city of Quito. In his research, Christian Büschges, save one exception, did not find any evidence that they would have been interested in carrying on economic activities and in one case only a “slight” interest in enterprise, risk-taking, and success.24 In reality, many other whites, merely because they considered themselves as such, attributed to themselves imaginary titles of nobility, which they displayed before all foreign travelers who passed through the Audiencia of Quito—even though their nobility could not be demonstrated since almost all of them had some Indian blood in their veins. This behavior led the visitors to express their amazement at the fact that the natives would lay claim to such distinctions and privileges in total ignorance of their own ethnic condition, their merits, and their lack of effort to make a name for themselves through their own devices and the provision of important services.25 Such was the banality and the ostentation of the upper classes in Quito that, to rub elbows with European visitors and demonstrate their personal worth, they showered upon them excessive attentions. According to the testimony of the Frenchmen who formed part of the Geodesic Mission, they were “welcomed as kings” with opulence, luxury, and lavishness, and the most influential families fought over “housing them, showing them the city, and inviting them to their table.”26




  The aforementioned German researcher found in these characteristics of the Quito nobility and in the nobility’s co-optation of those who prospered economically through their businesses the reason why the Audiencia of Quito did not experience the formation of a bourgeoisie, a social class differentiated from the nobility, with its own values and interests, different from those that made up the inherited colonial hierarchy of the home-land.27




  Travelers and officials of several nationalities that in different eras visited the Audiencia of Quito coincide in describing its inhabitants as people unwilling to do any type of work requiring sacrifice, regardless of their social or ethnic condition (Spaniards, Creoles, rich, poor, white, or people of color). Some had supervisory responsibilities or did manual labor in farming, livestock-raising, trading, mining, textile-making, handicrafts, and in colonial and ecclesiastical administration. Such activities allowed them to have a means of subsistence, but according to the visitors, those who had jobs did not perform them with the determination and dedication they had seen in workers and supervisors in their countries of origin. Furthermore, there were whites, mainly Creoles, who did not have any occupation whatsoever, and did not seem to be concerned about it. A variety of expressions were used to describe the lack of a work ethic among the inhabitants of the Andean region of Quito: idleness, laziness, languor, slothfulness, vagrancy, indolence, apathy, etc.




  Alexander von Humboldt remarked that he found a country “where anything requiring an effort is avoided,” especially in the case of the whites, whom he characterized as “lazy bums.”28 Romualdo Navarro wrote that in the province of Quito, which God blessed with a mild climate and “rare fertility” of its soils, most of its inhabitants gave in to “a detestable idleness and those who did have employment disdained their work in a vile manner, which gave rise to the great wretchedness in which they currently find themselves.”29 Jorge Juan and Antonio De Ulloa considered that most of the inhabitants of the Audiencia of Quito “do not occupy themselves in exercise, nor work to keep themselves busy and their imagination engaged,” some “because they have nothing on which to spend their time” and others because “laziness keeps them unoccupied.” They added that, among the members of the white society, there was an aversion to performing manual labor since the Spaniards “do not feel comfortable with any mechanical exercises,” considering them a blemish “beneath them” due to their social condition and viewing them as activities reserved for “blacks, browns and bronzed.” About the Creoles they said that there were few that devoted themselves to commerce, since “the only exercise in which people of distinction are employed,” except for those who were members of the religious orders, is “to visit the haciendas or chacras during the year” where they spent “the whole harvest season”30 of July and August. Stevenson confirmed this appreciation when he wrote “the principal employment of persons of rank is to visit their estates, on which they generally reside during part of the year.”31




  Three Ecuadorian historians have coincided with these observations made by foreigners regarding the softness of the Quito inhabitants. According to historian González Suárez, regardless of the social condition and profession of those who came to the Audiencia of Quito (soldiers, noble-men, university graduates, bureaucrats, businessmen, artisans, clergymen, and peasants), “All of those who came to this region looked disdainfully at all industry, all trades and in general all work: the workers, the artisans themselves, when they came here, were ashamed of their trades and they seldom returned to them.” Thus, “The field work and even some trades were reserved only for the Indians because the whites thought that they were beneath them.”32 This opinion was shared by historian Luis Robalino Dávila when he indicated that no sooner had they settled in the territories that they populated than they sought to ennoble themselves by acquiring agricultural properties and collecting tributes in the encomiendas, while at the same time refusing to perform “lowly” manual labor, which was “beneath the dignity of a well-born person.”33 Francisco Aguirre Abad affirmed that




  

    In the tranquil and vice-ridden life of the colonists, in which they had almost no productive activity to perform, living off the abundance of the haciendas so as not to tarnish their nobility with any sort of commerce, the country’s youth gave themselves over to sensual pleasures of all kinds. The lower classes followed the bad example, so that, without the work of the Indians, one does not know how the colonists could have lived, nor how commerce and trade would have progressed if it had not been for the arrival from Spain of new immigrants who fortunately devoted themselves to work, taking over economic activities that otherwise were reduced to practically nothing.34


  




  Due to the poor economic condition in which they arrived or the need to get ahead by making their fortune, some Spanish immigrants, whether settled or in transit, were more inclined to work. They performed commercial activities, particularly those related to trade between provinces and regions and the business of imports and exports. Some got rich, and this situation allowed them to acquire lands, marry upper-class Creole women, and become incorporated into the dominant white group. They provided manufactured food and goods from Europe and China (wine, liquor, oil, soap, iron, copper, tin, lead, quicksilver, dishware, woolens, fine cloth, and silver and gold threads), and to the viceroyalties of New Granada, Peru, and La Plata they exported the ordinary cloth made in the obrajes. Coleti confirmed this when he indicated that “Those who sustain the traffic and the business are Europeans who travel from city to city, taking merchandise from these areas and bringing back those from other countries,” to whom were added the foreigners that “keep the shops open” in Quito.35




  Cicala found in the Indians who lived in the cities a “singular ingenuity and capacity” similar to that of Europeans. He considered them very adept at “the servile and mechanical arts,” especially manufacturing and building. On the other hand, he described the Indians who lived in the country and worked on haciendas or in obrajes or performed other types of work, as inclined to stealing, drinking, and lying.36 This opinion was shared by other foreign travelers. Benzoni37 noted that in Quito the goldsmiths made “wonderful things” despite the fact that they did not have suitable implements and that the greatest pleasure among the Indians, just as among the other people, was drinking. Jorge Juan and Antonio De Ulloa found in them “very little fondness for work,” which they attributed to the lack of incentives, since they would have the same income “working or not working,” since it was the same difference to them “to earn money by sweating for it or not to earn any at all since it passed through their hands so quickly that it practically went unnoticed.” This view was supported by the observation that the free Indians “cultivate the lands that belong to them with so much application that they do not leave any scrap wasted”—and when recalling their hard work of old, which in the pre-Columbian era allowed them to build bridges, avenues, and roads, and communication routes that were mostly left to disappear due to “the lack of upkeep by the new inhabitants,” that is, the whites that came from Spain and the Creoles born in Quito territories.38




  That observation was shared by Stevenson when he said that in the “Kingdom of Quito,” as a result of the degradation to which they had been subjected by the whites, the Indians evidenced the “vices of indolence, apathy and laziness” more than in other places in the colonial empire where “the curse of the conquest was not as strongly felt.”39 Belisario Quevedo added other observations on the character of the indigenous people. If the Spaniards were characterized “by a lack of discipline,” the Indians went overboard “in the opposite direction.” They did not know “covetousness and the desire to get rich” because they were “lazy and a friend of the indolent life,” in addition to being “poor planners” since they consumed only “as a function of their present desires” and were very given to promising but evasive in complying, since the commitments they made were worth little if they were not “generated by fear.”40




  Indians worked in the few mines that existed in the Audiencia of Quito, in the important textile industry, and on the haciendas, working the land, caring for flocks of sheep, and shearing their wool. In the cities and towns they worked in convents and hacienda houses as domestic servants ( huasicamas ) in charge of the stables; running errands; hauling water supplies, firewood, and grass; carrying litters; and making textiles in small household workshops. The servants were so numerous that they outnumbered the masters that they waited on.41 With so many servants at the disposal of the Creoles and Spaniards to carry out any task that might occur to them, there was no work whatsoever in which the whites could entertain themselves, not even everyday household chores. The Indians also worked in urban construction and provided a much-appreciated passenger transportation service that scandalized Humboldt. They carried the whites, especially women, on their backs, in chairs made specially for that purpose to help them traverse the nearly impassable Andean paths.




  Mestizos were considered to be those whose ancestors were a mixture of indigenous people and whites, and those who through acculturation had managed to pass as such, many of them to avoid paying the tribute that the Indians were obliged to pay.42 Cicala wrote that the mixing of Spanish and Indian blood led to the mixing of “the worst conditions of the Europeans with the negative part of the Indians.” Even though he recognized that there were exceptions and that in general they were intrepid, valiant, smart, clever, and ingenious, he also attributed to them a number of shortcomings: being “shameless, negligent, drunkards, gamblers, lazy, ladinos , malicious, liars and friends of fraud.”43 Juan and De Ulloa both affirmed that the mestizos, who were numerous in the highlands, were people “of little or no use” economically because their “lack of application” to work “reduced them to a life of idleness and laziness.” The authors attributed this passivity to the fact that they were a social group that lacked incentives, since “they knew very well the little or no esteem in which they were held in their countries” so that, despite any initiatives that they might take, fortune “could not favor them more . . . because of the little luck that befell them at birth.” They concluded by saying that “if for failing to work and being given to idleness and laziness, forced work (the mita ) should be imposed on them as a punishment, no group of people could benefit more than the many mestizos that exist in those countries.”44




  The mestizos, by virtue of being “less presumptuous” than the whites, agreed to carry on arts and trades, especially those “of greater esteem, such as the trades of painters, sculptors and silversmiths, and others of that kind,” leaving to the Indians those that they considered “less appealing,” such as those of cobblers, masons, weavers, barbers, carpenters, and others. The handicrafts that they made and the services that they provided were negotiated directly with their customers, who were primarily Spaniards and Creoles. Many of these artisans were occupied in the construction and decoration of the rich Quito churches and the splendid nearby convents. Juan and De Ulloa indicated that the artisans were not known for finishing the work entrusted to them in a timely fashion, according to deadlines, especially when they had received their fee in advance. Due to the “slowness and laziness” with which they did the work, it thus became necessary to lock them in until they finished.45 In the ability to do paintings, sculptures, and other works of art, the Quito artists were better than those of other South American countries, but they were only adept at imitating and copying. They lacked the conditions to create works of their own invention and imagination.46




  The mestizos were also in charge of small neighborhood stores that dispensed articles for the day-to-day consumption of the city’s residents, mainly food and clothes made in the textile mills. This commerce was minimal because, due to the level of poverty, many families supplied their own food and made their own clothes, especially the Indians, above all in the critical eighteenth century, during which, given the crisis of the obrajes, there was a dramatic drop in living standards.




  As for the residents of Guayaquil, the Spanish official Francisco de Requena described their character as “similar to that of the rest of the province.” They did not take advantage of the possibilities offered them by the fruits of the rich soils because they were lacking in an “inclination to laborious exercises: they desire tranquility more than fortune; and when attained, earnings cause them great worry and fatigue, and thus they love idleness and slothfulness . . .”47 Cicala diverged from this appreciation when he wrote that he had heard foreign businessmen say that “they had not experienced similar honesty and punctuality in any other part of America, and not even in Spain, as in the agreements and contracts” signed by the people of Guayaquil. He added that they were a people of capacity and ingenuity that were “in continuous activity from morning to afternoon,” that they carried on an “extraordinarily large and active” trade, that their artisans were excellent craftsmen, and that the vice of drunkenness was not as deeply rooted as in other cities and regions.48




  LACK OF ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT




  The cultural habits that the Spaniards brought over from the cities of their homeland, the Creoles’ adoption of these habits, the hierarchical society that they established, the availability of an unlimited labor supply, the vast extension of farmlands, and the hacienda and textile mill owners’ and administrators’ negative attitudes toward hard work did not create favorable conditions for entrepreneurial initiatives to flourish. To the contrary, they created all sorts of obstacles for Spaniards and Creoles, the only ones in a position to undertake such initiatives, generate and invest capital, form partnerships, seek profit, become interested in introducing innovations, improve production processes, increase yields, and, in short, promote the progress of the Audiencia of Quito. The Indians, due to their conditions of poverty and subordination, were unable to do this and to a lesser extent so were the mestizos. For these reasons, during the long colonial period there was no public- or private-sector economic advancement, despite the propitious environment for economic activities created by day-to-day peace, which would be lacking during the convulsed era of the republic.




  Land ownership was considered a factor of social prestige and an instrument of power, but not a productive resource that had to be cultivated carefully and conscientiously to achieve optimal economic results. In that regard, Phelan wrote that “As soon as anyone acquired either the capital [through obrajes or commerce] or the desire to belong to the cabildo elite, he turned himself into a landowner. If he continued his commercial operations, he did it through intermediaries.”49 The vastness of the lands that the Spaniards and Creoles had at hand made it unnecessary to introduce techniques aimed at increasing crop yields and adding livestock pasture-lands. It proved easy to obtain these by expanding the cultivated area and making land-extensive use of the soils. Furthermore, since they did not intervene directly in the production process, hacienda owners did not have a good idea of the deficiencies and of the possibilities for improvement. The control of the farming and livestock-raising work was in the hands of the administrators and overseers or foremen, since the large landowners did not live in the countryside but rather in urban areas and only visited their haciendas during harvest seasons, which coincided with the dry, sunny weather of July and August.




  Textile production became an important economic activity toward the end of the sixteenth century and reached its peak in the seventeenth century. “Common or low-cost” cloths such as cotton, wool, and hemp-cord were produced, as well as baize or felt, coverlets and blankets, flannel, linen, ponchos, thread, and hats. The larger mills operated in the rural areas near the large haciendas, and the small ones in the cities, especially in Quito. In the case of the “community or public” obrajes, they were over-seen by administrators who were named by the colonial authorities; in the case of “private” ones, administrators were named by their owners, which could be a religious order. In either case, tribute based on income had to be paid to the Crown. Between one hundred and five hundred Indians worked in the obrajes (because it was the “work of Indians”). They performed their work in conditions of subjugation that bordered on slavery. In exchange, they received as pay a minimal part of the production in the case of public obrajes, or a salary in the case of those privately owned. In reality, this was pay for each batch completed, because each worker was obliged to produce a previously determined amount of thread-making, weaving, dyeing, or nap-raising. Despite the fact that he was well remunerated, the administrator illegally appropriated a good part of the benefits obtained.50 In the “private” textile mills, there was greater abuse by the owners in the exploitation of the indigenous labor force, whose pay was negotiated as a means of increasing profits for the owner.51 Exceptionally, there were obrajes belonging to the Crown, for example in Otavalo.




  Due to the particular characteristics of the production process, the obrajes were not really factories. Robson Brynes Tyrer noted this when he wrote that “it must be kept in mind that the technology and the social context of the economy of Quito’s obrajes had nothing to do with the characteristics of modern manufacturing societies. The technology was primitive, so textile-making was a quite an arduous task.”52 This “preindustrial” nature of textile manufacturing remained predominant throughout the colonial period without modifications in production structures or technology, whereas in Europe there was a proliferation of inventions that gave rise to the Industrial Revolution. For three centuries, no obraje owner thought to introduce elements that would make it possible to improve the manufacturing process and make it more technical, even though the prosperity of the most densely populated region of the Audiencia of Quito depended on the success of this economic activity. Furthermore, colonial policy itself created obstacles that thwarted the success of entrepreneurial initiatives. Stevenson noted that the Count of the Casa Jijón brought over mechanics and artisans from Europe to manufacture fine cloths and good designs. However, this activity had to be suspended because of the interference of Audiencia officials and an order from Spain that “obliged him to destroy all of his machinery and ship the artisans back to Europe.”53




  Textile production experienced ups and downs depending on demand, especially the demand originating outside the Audiencia of Quito. Textiles were highly profitable as long as there were buyers for them in the rich mining centers on the continent and as long as their production was protected from foreign competition. These two strengths became weaknesses when the demand fell as a result of the depletion of the mines, the consequent reduction in employment, and the economic crisis of the cities that had flourished around the mines. The decline was also due to the entry of European and Asian textiles by virtue of free trade and contraband, against which a technologically backward type of manufacturing was not in a position to compete. For these reasons, the local obrajes began closing during the eighteenth century and finally almost disappeared, depriving Quito of the activity that had been at the heart of its progress. A deep economic crisis made money scarce, caused concern, increased unemployment, and impoverished not only the rich textile mill owners, but also all of those who were involved in the production of raw materials, industrial transformation, and internal and external commercialization of textiles.




  Even though the obrajes were exploitative,* they also constituted a source of wealth because, given that most of the production was exported, they generated significant revenues for the Quito economy. Their wealth explained the prosperity of the seventeenth century and the sumptuous religious architecture built in the capital of the Audiencia. All those involved in the production process got rich: cotton growers, sheep breeders, wool producers, suppliers of raw materials, textile mill owners and administrators, and those that marketed the products internally and externally. One exception was the indigenous workers, but even they had a source of employment and some remuneration.




  The owners of the obrajes must have had unusual entrepreneurial skills for their time if we recall that colonial society in general was lacking in hard work and entrepreneurship. They had to oversee enterprises with a certain level of specialized labor, since the workers in the textile mills performed multiple individual functions such as washing, spinning, weaving, nap-raising, and dyeing. Other responsibilities included obtaining raw material supplies (cotton, wool, dyes), organizing the manufacturing process, keeping the equipment in good operating condition, and distributing the final product to markets, especially foreign ones. This was an extremely complex task due to Quito’s isolation, the absence of roads, and the enormous distances that had to be covered by the merchandise—by land on mules and by sea through Guayaquil, to places as far away as the viceroyalties of Lima, New Granada, and La Plata, and the capitancy general of Chile. To appreciate the weight of the entrepreneurial dimension of obrajes and the significance they had for Quito’s economy, it is worth pointing out that almost three hundred years would elapse before the Northern Highlands once again became an exporting region, which occurred just recently, toward the end of the twentieth century.




  Creoles and colonial Spaniards did not work with their hands on the haciendas and in the obrajes; and they were sure they would never have to use them given the abundant work force and the nature of the power structures that had been created to protect their privileges. For these reasons they lacked motivation to reverse hard manual-labor practices through the introduction of innovations, technologies, machinery, and new resources. The lack of technological change and entrepreneurial drive hindered the modernization of agricultural and livestock activities and of the textile mills, and thus curtailed greater productivity, competitiveness, and larger profits. This type of progress would have had impressive economic effects on the economy as a whole.




  The meager salaries and the practice of paying in kind hampered the formation of a monetary economy and the development of a domestic market, both of which would have been necessary to increase the demand for the goods produced in the obrajes and on the haciendas. In turn these would have created incentives for their owners and administrators to take measures to increase crop yields and manufacturing outputs. Robson Tyrer noted that “The obraje workers’ low salaries and their payment in kind restricted the development of a cash money economy in Quito and completely eliminated any possibility of domestic market expansion . . . generally associated with the growth of manufacturing.”54
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e centr of ed wesdh and artocratic vluc;contain the g con-
centrtion of ndigenows popultion n he county: and bosts 1 popolation
(trmed smrerally “Highbander” tht i s petain-bousd ol
vion, i rsered, ol digifiod. The thie rgion, the Arsaon, wes
cbed, forganen, o efctvely emoved om the minarea of e in
et ofthe cosnty un i il eserves began o be exported i 1972
Since then, s ol in mtioal s hs ncresed in 5 vy commemsure
it s conomic mportnce,  ctor thit s been capeclly csdent in
the effctive organiation and incresing polticalfole of the idigenoss
popubtion ofthe egion.

The shas comrats between the egion nd the iclion brought
about by the accdents of geography have had serons and detrmentsl
coniequences for the counry. Devsunting il wars ad rampan pol-
el instability s 1 of the mos cgregions manifstaions of the chronic
il et e and cout and the cnsuing Kruggl for domination.
Bt more serious sl the somber fic that ven aer 175 year ¢ 1 inde.
pendent country. Ecsador coninues to searh for  natonal ency. Why
Con' Ecadorianscome together under « ange viion of counryto sk
cormnon it in which all Ecoadoras shar eqaby i the cppostimiie
foredreaton, wel being, happiness? n ther words, why s Ecundorisns
0 divisie, why can'e they stop fihting and hutiog ech oches? Why, afer
all.ca's they undersand thatuaiedthey have mre 1 gan than they do
ided Why are they 0 seabborny st on paring counes it are
contrary no orly tother ratioralnere but o 0 ther ndividal
s terts? Why?
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deelop ad mplement  prctcl sconormic deselopmentpan in Fcador:
Asprsent he dspertelyand underexremely advere condiions worked
o preaeve Ecuior’sfldgfing s vadnerable dersoeacy, As  mmber of
olical o bodic in 1977 1908, he endenvorsd
o put o pracice his beles— s on readings, sy, and wings i
he sty ffects o srong and legiimae ol insituions o the con
slidton ad sustainsbly of demecracy in Ecuador. The comstiations of
1979 and 1998, which eform th et proces, regulte plialpaty
formaton and operations, and redeine the rle and reporsiltic o the
Iegaltive banch of gosermmen, bear 2 srong and samisakable Hortado
it Hrtado s thecpitors ofthe acivi holar; s v & cobly
ol 1 is baied on principle and nformed jodgment garersd over
yesn of sods. And his stady s been profound and copious, elcing
3 e range o ncerests 2nd conceens wiin the famework of sl
el he origns of policcal posser; democracy an its sy,
ovcrabity, poitcs, ccomomy., and development populien, e,
o vl and the ol of culare i nationa developmen.
A conmammate teacher, Horado soics ad st wsdentand, bt
st nerct. Scholumkip:ye: aeadernic preciion: of couner ot ahys
daing changs n scity, o improving the conditions
a0d limely the ives of all Ecvadosans, specially fure qenertions.
Wih remarkable coberence, his wetings, paicolady fom the ninetes
ol contin the same mesge el of the point of departures who.
e are and how e belae, he exhors, determines our development 2
3 mation. I once he ponted o istitional reform and sabiy 3 being
e ey 1o ol developroest, now ¢ s lsly the vl e very
s comivuent slement of ocky, ha i the sect 1 progres. I the
individul does ot changa—change his view o the work; his st
toward fmily, work, and asion his commitment o making ewador
a bete place-—hea noching wil change and Eeundor will be dosined
o chronic wnderdevelopmen:, There 1 1 clar negatve undertone here:
“Ecuadorian cukure i deficen.” But there is 2 3 postve side: “Our
fature 0 our hands.” This message, 3 message ofbope and ofoptimsn.
coron g o and clea i all of ' recet witings incluing.
Pt of & Notion: Cule and Poges in Eadr, whers e points ou in
theconcluding chupt tht i proges in 3 couiry depends on she colcrsl.
vales s Babis of the pecple,then the esponsily o ftue deselop-
et ress sarely on th shoulders of hose same peogl and on o one
b, Hos profound hope s that the cidence uncovered by b seach nto
Ecudoranculare wilrpir ciizens  take tock of thieresponsilces

consinaionsl






OEBPS/Images/Front_010.jpg
and adopt “cultual paterns corpacte with . . ndivial and collctve
progres.” Uttty for Hustado, the “Ecundorian people (s avame
hei sty i consracing thes own detiny” (164).

Pt of a Nain: Cule s Progess i Eior ' n vy 3
culmiation. I is 2 eulminkion of Hustades own inelloctual ques for
i the Ecusdorin contest - lminaton of is elong atempt o
captue the sl of hismaion. s culmination of  thovglt proces .
eving explored all he receses of mtiomsl sty i the ssrch for ke t5
the g that i cxador, b areivd frally 3 the relition tat culure
i the ltimate key o sndemtandingand unlockng Ecador devcloprn
erma it explin chroni undeudeveloproens, b 2o, romiclly, & i
bt same singular force that can i Ecundor ot o s ndedevelopment
Colture, says Hustad, s both daming and saving fcukie. Fnaly, the
ook s culminstion of Onabl Hrads's consummite pitotm, of i
Futh and rst i the powe of is flloe Eeuadorians 0 break the bonds
of tuckvardnce, i of his hope and convction ht  beter fture s
Eecador and s peopl.

Nick D. Milk
Mansgn, Nicangia
March 23,2006

ABOUT NICK MILLS

Nick Mill s Eved s ok in Ecuadoe o sy yeas. Fron 1973 t2
1980 be s diretor of the Universty of New Mexics Andean Research
Center. He bt served s advise to Present Hurtado (1981 1989). He
is the auhor of Crit, Confit y Consns: Bslr, 1979-84, and e
tarbtorof Onvaldo Hortado's seinl work, E Poer P .l oy
(il P Euno. Carendy e i th drector of g communiey
educaon projct splemented by CARE in Afghanin
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ond promoted berslzaton of the coromy, sored the fee perion o
market force,reduced th scope ofthe e, and encoumged e
vtreach I both cas, the progars were caly il impleneated s
ffots were o wade 10 perievere slomg th chosen pah. Fo thee -
Sons, theexpected sconomie nd socl culcomes e ok asined.

From the time et th republic s ceesed, imdeguate poliicl i
sttions wer lmed fo the poor fctoning ofthe demoeraic e,
the recuring dictatonhips, and the poor mamgement of publc 2.
This ressoning Jed to repesed comtitaiona changes, most notbly hese
Contsned i the inetcen comsttatons that have been promulgted, coch
‘o coneeved with the sim of oo the il skl ha best
Ecuador Thee consitutionl reeagineesing exercies and the inituions
it e cresed o rephceihe previous ones did not succed i impro-
ing the ualty of democrcy, gmntee sound goveramen, 0d promere
development. Dicatorl regimes have owmumbered democratic oes. .
the govermments v bt o sverag e tha o years.For thee rea-
sors. Eewdor s o hud 2 sble democracy capibe of arntecing m-
thona progres and i s ot been bl o coret this by cven hrvogh

Chronie polical ity s kep the counry rom promexing long
tem public polices tht could guaranee economic abily and growh,

hich are preeguistes o thecreston ofopporaiie fo the poor and o
beteriving condiions for excladed sctorsof the populition

“This recarch efort proposes o contibute (0 the debte o Eewdor-
fan deveopment by sudying 1 cauwe it ot mented the aention of
thos that ave asayred the vatio’s o, e the b that i o
been prent thmghout the amos e centies of eokoial 3nd repub.
ean vtioal exisence. Calbunl fctos, exprested i idividhal vy of
being, hinking. and acing, huve intodoced 3l Kinds f dificulies o the
fciensopeation of peve producavesctivies, e sound mamagement of
ehe pubic cconorny, and the stsned socioscanomse development of the
counry. Norethelo,this afftion in 1> way plcs ignorin,the it
5 Aot s s gl s s vt ofs. 550ty

Among ot comecquences,  proposl of this e <l for s
ing the tak of Ecuadorian development wihin s own bosders, under the
esponsibilty of s own ciizens; hat s ¥t the cppesite exteme of the
theories o impecialm and dependency, ccordog to which the county’s
sconomic development problems e primanly due to extemal caees tht
Have 0 b overcome o progren to be made. These heores fase ot
force 30 rsut ofthe colipse of St Mrim ad the saces tined
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slence they wantad 1o eciprocate the kind attsntions i their gencrows
ossFad bestorwed upon the by kg then n s guess.

| sediscovered theie boos thiry years afe | it came scvs thes
while conducting the rsarch that esled in obal e i Eotador,
However, more il fourmal are now aviisble thanks o the Spanih
anlaions publshd by Abya Yaa the Banco Central del Ecwadr,
the Corponcién Edion Nacional.

el Hortado, David Mol and Soledad Akarer e inchirg o
ihe bibliogaphic rscarch. They ako conducted excellnt ierviews. and
Felpe Hurtado rsearched Engll-lnguage exs, tramltd the quotaions
e herin, and seviewd the mmdootes Lich Patmiti eamiched the
French hnguage texs and tranbted the quotitions. Andits Divi cre
ated the computer progrm thax made posible the ssemattion of the
informtion gathered; nd CORDES, he serch cntes i | head, made
avabble s sbundnt resarch tosk.

1 would ko ke to thank Jobn Sanbralo, Nick Mil, Segundo
Mareno, Corstana Di apua,Juan Milo, Vera de Kobin, Fermando Jo-
o, Roumery Terin, Ferndo Bustararte, nd Carlos Landizar, who
penerously agped 1o shre their knowladgs i . The i two 2o
reviewed the mancrpt,

1 woud firally ke  expres 2 special scknowedgment o Batara
Spe fo hersmar and thorough sork n the tnlaion of Lis astunbs
e ot
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At time whon there wore o fouds, i, meas o rportion, or
comiorts whatsoese,atracted by the Aszon jungle and the beti-
il Andan soowespped mombin, specilly Chimborno, which was
comsderad the highest mountin i the word, o tracles rrisd
oy s 40 the siver pon of Guayaal and then moved tnand through the
e, angled ondergronth of the coslands sl the Bibaboyo River
From Bodegas they trvened the Ander along steep and moddy pat,
clmbed mounains and crosed smmerse highhiod plins, waded through
tromg ver curtents orcroved thrm wing s or mprovied brdge sk
from o They carsed with ther scenific stsuments nd 3l Kinds of
peviion recemey b5 it them dosinglong ourcys e t st
obed stopping plces such provisons inchding ot ony o, bods,
shelersfor the nights of s, but 2o soplis of ink a0d paper, which
e hard o come by i thote days. To tranpore themseves and their
ks, they were 2t rely o el from Indian ergo berer od s
f mdes that they hired i the places here they spe e mght intowns
and o (rsing places), 3l of which were smmagably rmentary
and dity, Deptethe prowiesthey uffrd,withot cecepic the reign
iraeles prsed the hospicly e couresy thy receivd fromtei bt
inchudingthose who, gven thei evelof pvery, fad e 10 o,

Unfortantly there ae notsvel choricles st by nbabias of
Qi in the colonialperiod ad Ecuadorins s independence. In add
o tothereson noted shove, thi vacuum s de o the fc it Fcandor-
fans i no trve o scienific o e sghteing purpcs or they sply
8 ot have the means 0 do s becase o the g cons, Nether were
hey willing 0 s the comfies of teie e 1 vestu sk un
Koun paths,eapose therselves 10 all inds o prl,ad sl deprivations
and dicomfors. The freig viors narte that they leamed of ery e
i seho would ave sndertken the dventure of cimbing te sppel
ing mowcsppod moustain o the Andes,chllnge tht many considered
impossibe, despe thei proximity  the iies and hacindas and th fict
that thei fothlh could be casly reached o e or hoeback. The fe
‘who eaeled wereprobably ot Bl it sting and even ey were
hey 6 ot e s o et i to bt books, e were
hens peopie inireded i reading hem

The bibliographic review caried ot fx s rserch vncosered only
hre texts eerting o Eeuadorian cultual abis nd bele. These were
seten not by travelers bt rthe by shos, and pablnbed in the cary
ieteen century: P oo del acks comtorans by Alfedo Fs.
pinos Tamayo; Enapos ki, oitios y s by Belsio Queveds:,
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David Landes (The W and Pveryof Netio), Lawence . arrson nd
Surel P, Hontingion, e, (G Mter), and S B, Hontingion
((Quires ). Thi eesech e 3 herefore bt o thee autbors
forthe theortica nstrments hey provided and for many of thes el

A peopl’s cutoral viloes s o immutabe, ot are they inberent
o particulr races, lgiovs reeds, o socal chses. Inconvenint customs,
el and acitudes can b changed through the transfomation ofsocio-
ecoromic sructre,the orgniing role of polical and jundial iitu-
tion,educaor! programs despned for that parpore, s iculcted by
chiaches, chiabl Talinces fom sbend, estie orenttions imon
{he s medis, ac the xample and bebavior of enlightenedkeader.

“The possbily tat maioml cubre can be trnsformed is demon
st s the sty of the changes produced in Ecuador during the econd
Pl of the twentieth century. The ones that occured in Guagaguil dur-
in the nintee centary ere pricolrly signfian, nd hice o those
in the indgenows commasity of Otvalo and i the ciy of Cuenca. The
connomic ecces o Aab andJewh imaigacs wasdom. o thek o o
fort, orthy I o deal with more lmiationsthan those ha the couniry
imposed on s cum iz,

Reading the following pases coubd lead ane 1o consider that the
descrption | proside of the mrioml chaie s 00 ash. What 3 Ger
man profesor at the fint Polteche School of Eetador wrote, more
than 3 cntury 250, may shed ome light o the ention behind what |
ove writen: “A peopl’s e patrios e ahvays been thos e st
Tave vocognined s secacd (i hobin) wih snoeity, shove ol what
i wrong, in onde to emedy it o improve i i the ok uiabe vay. |
g that what e sl on this psi, ad wht 1wl bter, b tken
in i sense.” 1 agee ithJoeph Kolberg on this poin and believe hac
ll Ecuadorian need to také 3 moment to vt snd efloct, adit teir
msakes, and assame theie rsponsibilies, 3 necesary sep o the coun-
' deveopromat,
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FOREWORD TO THE ENGLISH-
LANGUAGE EDITION

o whe b viitnd B i saom thes» o ey sl b

el i comparans,has 0 ageetht Ecuador i one o the sk
besuifl countries i he work. One s tmpled to it 0 lichés nd
yperbole when one spess of Ecuador, 0 vbsitns ofen do. The word
“majesic” one imagine, was crmted juk 10 descrbe the sring, o
ctesed Andes that sl th couniny orth t st a o som of che
highet mourtsins and active volnos in the workd. The beaches, which
e cxtensive ar. of oune, “prieine” and “nviing,” and the jungles nd
unforess, “mpterion” i “prodigiow.” And the fiendlnes nd hoi-
ity ofthe Ecudorin people, the county's most vl resource a2
atracion worthy n s cwn righ, e ncthing i ok legeday.

‘B if Ecuados i one of the o beauifl counries of the workl, i
s i one ofthe mos exigntie. Wih a important el pdocton nd 3
st and diveniid gl conomy b on the trditors! tropi-
l export of aransand cacao and on emerging nontrxdsions] exports of
i and fovses, Ecundor nevecleless s e of the o wnde-
veloped counriesof Lain Amercs. With  Humman Developmment Index of
(0772 (59 of 17, Ecudor i blow the Ltin Amercan verage of 0.2
Oul o 177 counties tacked by the United Natiors, Eevador ks 110t
i per capis GDP. 901 in the human povery indes, 103 i pecple
ot scces o an improved water source,and 73t i hildren under
‘weigh forsge. Though the contry has shown noeworthy mprosernent
i sveral icton (eracy and b expecancy.for examie), o progres.
bt 0 othe coustrn with i poubions sl ot b fi
been slow. In ther wonds,the e of econornic nd socal developrent
n Ecundor s dovwe than i other countis utide of sub-Sobaran A
How to exphin this curows parsdex? Even allowing o the vagries of






OEBPS/Images/Front_007.jpg
“The engascontinue i the polita el The fiers of Eewndor's
independence in 1530 decred bokly and mghteouly that, hencorth,the
long right of oppeesive mnarehy was over and the brigh Bght of desoc
ey wonld shine over the new ton foever e, But 38 events okl
rove, the polial sl was ot very enile and te seeds of democraey woud.
founder, What ensued were 178 yeas of tomoil, insabiley, dicaronbip,
civil war... in s, hvorie and campan: policl e As if the ormal
Iogi o a policl consition could magiclly comser an amrchic s nto
a democrtic order ke some secub kbbb, Fcxador's lader prodoced
ineteen ofthes docuanent nd hey are carerly working on 4 twentcth.
ey could ot gt the o righ, ey sesoned, ety would llow
s, Vet 25 Ol Huseado pois ou i bis ntrdction (0 his book,
ver the entie Republican period of Ecuador’s hiory, dicaorl egimes
have outnumbered democruically cected ones, and on avenge maonal
ovemments it ks than o yeart Obvioaly,democacy docn' appen
by ft ot i .2 prodct of the good inersons of comstiuen: seriles.
Bt i Ecxador, the democatic dream s e cspcily e, Why dori't
cmmcrtic asitions work in Ecuaon? Wiot & i i the stinslpepche
it on the oue b it fo democracy and on the dher gl 17
Ressonble Ecuadoris know that it polical sablty there vl be
0 sdvancement on odher fonts; et thy constntly o sbbormy s
el fom e s of victry . e and e again. Wh?

“These are some of the enigma and conundrums and paradoxes and.
iroricstat O Hurtado seck 0 annwer in ot of  Notors Gl
ol Prges i anadr. His appronc s unique,daing bo. Suply put, e
potbesimthat cobure & bebind Ervador’s ackwardoes, That Eciador-
s iy of being, thee view of the world. theie way o thisking and b
g thee doep ested i, work over ey (wo centris e
bstructed 20d undermined and wkimtely thvaried desclopmen: proceses
in the couny. e takes 2 histoncal approach to proving hisbypotbess,
combining descrption and amfss of economic and socl decelopments
it copiows citations of orign and oral observers o Ief ecords o
i tavehs through the oty and theie impresions of s sttutons.
prorle, sod cotora. Typiealy of Hurtado, bis Seld of vion i vt kis
o, cormpls,an s syl compct: n wder 300 pages be covers Wit
remarkable detsl 268 yeas of colonil ruk and 178 years of sepublican
ol and ik the eod and scope are breuaking. the panorsms he
portaysis cqually o

e, Hurtad b stermpted hat o other woter, Ecusdorian or
forign, s atempted o draw 3 comprehemsve, mulidimenson potrt






