


[image: Cover]






BOSTON Red Sox FIRSTS





BOSTON Red Sox FIRSTS

The Players, Moments and Records That Were First in Team History

BILL NOWLIN


[image: frn_fig_002.png]


Essex, Connecticut






[image: frn_fig_003.png]


An imprint of Globe Pequot, the trade division of

The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.

4501 Forbes Blvd., Ste. 200

Lanham, MD 20706

www.rowman.com

Distributed by NATIONAL BOOK NETWORK

Copyright © 2023 by Bill Nowlin

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote passages in a review.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Information available

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Nowlin, Bill, 1945- author.

Title: Boston Red Sox firsts : the players, moments, and records that were first in team history / Bill Nowlin.

Description: Essex, Connecticut : Lyons Press, [2023] | Includes bibliographical references. | Summary: “In Boston Red Sox Firsts, veteran Red Sox historian Bill Nowlin presents the stories behind the firsts in Red Sox history in question-and-answer format. More than a mere trivia book, Nowlin’s collection includes substantive answers to the question of ‘who was the first&?’ on a variety of topics, many of which will surprise even seasoned fans of the Sox” —Provided by publisher.

Identifiers: LCCN 2022056628 (print) | LCCN 2022056629 (ebook) | ISBN 9781493073382 (paperback) | ISBN 9781493075645 (epub)

Subjects: LCSH: Boston Red Sox (Baseball team)—History.

Classification: LCC GV875.B62 N679 2023 (print) | LCC GV875.B62 (ebook) | DDC 796.357/640974461—dc23/eng/20221212

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022056628

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022056629

[image: frn_fig_004.png] The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI/ NISO Z39.48-1992.





INTRODUCTION

THE VERY FIRST TEAM TO WIN THE VERY FIRST WORLD SERIES WAS THE team we now know as the Boston Red Sox. They were also, arguably, the first dynasty when it came to World Series wins. Come the current century, are they at it again? In the first 21 years of the twenty-first century, the Red Sox have won four more world championships, more than any other club.

Baseball is often described as a game in which numbers are of utmost importance—not just which team wins the most games. Baseball fans have always tended to enjoy looking at numbers. Trivia has always been prized by baseball aficionados, but many of the numbers are of real significance—which players hit the most home runs? Hit for the highest batting average? Which pitcher won 20 games in a season? Did a player set a team record for stolen bases? How many games in a row did a given team win? Does a player have a streak of some sort going?

Sometimes it’s not just the aggregate numbers that matter, but there has always been a fascination with what comes first? What did a rookie do in his first at-bat? Who was the first player to hit a walk-off home run?

Having written (often working with others) a couple of dozen Red Sox–related books, from Ted Williams: The Pursuit of Perfection, to Mr. Red Sox: The Johnny Pesky Story, and the only biography of Tom Yawkey to anniversary books on Fenway Park and Don’t Let Us Win Tonight: An Oral History of the 2004 Boston Red Sox’s Impossible Playoff Run, and numerous other “team” books on the 1967 Sox, the 1975 team, the 1986 Red Sox, and so on, it seemed that a book on Red Sox “firsts” would fit right in.

This is just that—a book of firsts. Red Sox firsts. It goes back to the first games in team history, back in 1901. It looks at the first World Series ever played—won by Boston in 1903. It looks at the first Red Sox player to win this award or that. Who was the first Black player on the Red Sox? The first from the Dominican Republic? The first to throw a no-hitter?

It’s another way of looking at a team’s history, another way to appreciate the highlights (and a few lowlights) over the course of time.

The park the Red Sox plays in—Fenway Park—is the oldest park in major-league baseball. We’ll look at some Fenway firsts, too.

Let’s start with World Series play since that’s the ultimate goal for any team. Then we can step back and look at the founding of the franchise, which started play in 1901. There’s always an essential historical element to any look at “firsts,” and this book will be no exception. The team has a rich history, and much of it will be explored here, moving forward through time to look at firsts in the categories of hitting, pitching, fielding, baserunning, and other elements of play on the field, as well as a number of things off the field as well.





RED SOX POSTSEASON FIRSTS

BOSTON WAS INDEED THE FIRST TEAM TO WIN BASEBALL’S WORLD Series. The team was born in 1901 as a charter franchise in the American League. The team had a few names applied to it in its first several years. It was most often called the Boston Americans, distinguishing it from the National League’s Boston Beaneaters.


What was the team’s first World Series game?

The team finished in second place in 1901 and third in 1902, but in 1903, the Boston Americans finished first.

This was the third season for Boston’s entry in the new American League. The Chicago White Sox had finished first in 1901 and the Philadelphia Athletics in 1902. Boston’s team was populated by a number of players lured over from the National League, key among them the very popular third baseman/manager Jimmy Collins, who had played for the Boston Beaneaters from 1895 through 1900. The Beaneaters had won five NL pennants during the 10 years of the 1890s. Other Beaneaters who joined the 1901 Boston Americans were pitchers Bill Dinneen, Ted Lewis, and George Cuppy—and Cy Young, who had played with St. Louis. Position players from the Beaneaters included Buck Freeman and Chick Stahl. All but Lewis and Cuppy were still with the team in 1903.

The 1903 Americans finished 91–47, a full 14½ games ahead of the second-place Philadelphia Athletics. The 1903 season was the first time the NL and AL champions squared off against each other in what was called a “World’s Series.” The matchup was the Boston Americans against the National League champion Pittsburgh Pirates, who had finished 6½ games ahead of the New York Giants. The first game was played at Boston’s home park, the Huntington Avenue Grounds, on October 1, 1903. Who won? See the next entry.




Who was the first pitcher to throw a pitch in a World Series game?

It was none other than Boston’s Cy Young. He had led both leagues in wins, with 33 in 1901 and 32 in 1902. His 28–9 record was tops in the AL in 1903. His seven shutouts led both leagues. In Game One of the Series, he recorded outs from the first two batters he faced. Then he gave up a triple to Tommy Leach. Before the top of the first inning was over, he had given up (not in this order) the first single hit in a World Series, the triple from Leach, the first base on balls, seen the first three successfully stolen bases, suffered from the first three errors committed (two by his catcher, Lou Criger), seen the first runs scored (four of them before the inning was over), and was also the first pitcher to record four outs in an inning—after those first two outs, he struck out a batter but saw him reach on Criger’s second error. He then struck out opposing pitcher Deacon Phillippe. The Pirates had batted around (another first) and led 4–0.

The first Boston batter to go to the plate in a World Series game was left fielder Patsy Dougherty. He struck out. So did the second batter, manager Jimmy Collins. Then came the first hit in franchise postseason history—by center fielder Chick Stahl, which was a single. Through the first six innings, Pittsburgh built a 6–0 lead. In the top of the seventh, Jimmy Sebring hit the first home run (and the first inside-the-park home run) in World Series history, and it was 7–0.

Finally, in the bottom of the seventh, Boston scored its first run. Right fielder Buck Freeman tripled to right. Shortstop Freddy Parent tripled to left and picked up the first-ever postseason RBI for the team. Perhaps of parochial interest, Pittsburgh’s Kitty Bransfield (of Worcester, Massachusetts) was the first native of New England to get a hit in a World Series game. Boston’s Hobe Ferris was the first native of old England to get one; Ferris was born in the United Kingdom and forever holds the distinction of being the first batter hit by a pitch in a World Series.

Pittsburgh won the game, 7–3.





Who threw the first shutout in World Series history?


The answer to this also serves as the answer to the question of when the Boston Americans won their first World Series game.

Game Two in 1903 was a 3–0 shutout at the Huntington Avenue Grounds thrown by Boston’s Bill Dinneen. He allowed three Pittsburgh hits, walked one, and struck out 11. The Boston Americans scored two runs in the bottom of the first inning off Pittsburgh’s Sam Leever. The righty had led the National League in 1903 with a 2.06 earned run average and posted a record of 25–7. He’d thrown three shutouts during the season, but any hope of doing that in Game Two evaporated when the very first batter homered. (See next entry.) Leever got the second batter, Jimmy Collins, to fly out to left, but Chick Stahl doubled to center field and Buck Freeman singled Stahl home. In the sixth inning, another home run provided the third run.

Dinneen also won two more games in the 1903 World Series: Game Six in Pittsburgh, and the final clinching game, Game Eight, back in Boston. That game was a shutout, too. In regular-season play, Dinneen (21–13) shut out the opposition six times in 1903 and 24 times overall in the 12 seasons he worked, 16 of them in his years pitching for the Americans.




Who hit the first home run for Boston in World Series history?

The Pirates’ Jimmy Sebring snagged the honor of hitting the first home run in the history of the World Series, but who was the first batter to do so for Boston?

Left fielder Patsy Dougherty picked up the first postseason homer hit by a Boston batter, a leadoff inside-the-park home run in Game Two. Given that Dinneen pitched a shutout, the homer proved to be the only run his team needed. Dougherty was hit by a pitch his next time up, grounded out in his third at-bat, then homered to left field in the sixth, obviously thus earning a distinction that can never be taken from him: the first batter with multiple homers in a World Series game. With two RBI triples in Game Five, he drove in three more runs in Boston’s 11–2 win. In the 1903 regular season, Dougherty had led the league in base hits with 195, but only four of them were home runs.





What was the first win for Boston in the history of the World Series?


It was indeed Game Two, as detailed in the previous entry, and was the hometown win on October 2, 1903. Through the 2022 season, the team has won 49 World Series games and has lost 29. There was one tie game in 1912. The team holds the odd record of winning the World Series every one of the first five times it competed in one, then losing the next four (each time taking it to Game Seven), and then winning its next four (so far).




Which was the first baseball team to win a Game Eight in World Series play?

That was Boston, in Boston, on October 13, 1903. Why was there a Game Eight? In 1903, it was a best-of-nine competition, and after seven games, Boston had won four games to Pittsburgh’s three. Had it been a best-of-seven, Boston’s 7–3 win in Pittsburgh on October 10 would have wrapped it up right then and there. Game Eight was another Bill Dinneen shutout; he allowed four base hits in that one. He walked two and struck out seven. The score in that one was the same as in Game Two: Boston 3, Pittsburgh 0. Boston’s runs came on a two-run fourth-inning single by Hobe Ferris and an RBI single, also by Ferris, in the bottom of the sixth.

Dinneen became the first pitcher to throw two shutouts in a single postseason. He had lost Game Four, 5–4, and won Game Six just two days later, 6–3. With a 3–1 record, he had logged four decisions in one World Series. Each one was a complete game. He had thrown 35 innings and finished with an earned run average of 2.06.

Dinneen had been a 21-game winner in 1902, but he was also a 21-game loser that same year. He had been 21–13, with two saves in the 1903 regular season. In 1904, he had perhaps his best season, going 23–14 with a 2.20 ERA. But there was no World Series.




Which was the first walk-off game in World Series play?

That was Game Eight of the 1912 World Series. In 1912, the Series featured the Red Sox against the NL champion New York Giants. Boston won the first game behind the pitching of Smoky Joe Wood at New York’s Polo Grounds. The second game was at Fenway Park, an 11-inning tie at 6–6, in which both teams scored once in the 10th, but darkness resulted in the game being called. The Giants won Game Three, the Red Sox won Games Four and Five, and then the Giants won Game Six and Game Seven, the latter by 11–4, the only game that wasn’t quite close. Game Eight was at Fenway, with Hugh Bedient pitching for Boston and Christy Mathewson for New York. The Giants scored once in the third; the Red Sox tied it with one in the seventh when pinch-hitter Olaf Henriksen batted for Bedient and doubled in Jake Stahl. Smoky Joe took over pitching for the Red Sox.

In the top of the 10th, left fielder Red Murray singled and first baseman Fred Merkle doubled him home, giving the Giants a 2–1 lead. Clyde Engle pinch-hit for Wood and lifted a fly to center field, which Fred Snod-grass muffed. Engle wound up on second. An out followed, then a base on balls to Steve Yerkes. Tris Speaker singled to right off Mathewson, tying the game again. He took second base on a futile throw to the plate. After an intentional walk, Larry Gardner hit a fly ball to right field deep enough for Yerkes to tag and score the winning run.




When was the first time the Boston team won the pennant but did NOT play in the World Series?

That came about in 1904. When Pittsburgh and Boston played in 1903, it was the first World Series. There was never any guarantee that it would become an annual tradition. The 1904 Boston Americans won the pennant again, but John McGraw’s NL-pennant-winning New York Giants declined to play the AL winner. The public stance of McGraw and team owner John T. Brush was that the American League was really a “minor league,” that the Giants were superior, and, essentially, did not want to lower themselves by playing a team from the lesser league. Boston thus remained the reigning world champions. It was only in 1905 and the seasons that followed that the World Series became an annual tradition.




What was the first role that music may have played in a World Series championship?
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In 1903, Boston fandom included the fanatical Royal Rooters. This fervent booster club famously traveled to Pittsburgh where they sang, en masse, to a locally hired band, singing lyrics of their own to a Broadway song of the day, “Tessie”—with lyrics mocking some of the Pirates players: “Honus, why do you hit so badly. Take a back seat and sit down.” Today, this may seem a bit juvenile, but it was really how persistently, aggressively, and incessantly they did it which appeared to rattle the Pirates. Pittsburgh baseman Tommy Leach said afterward, “I think those Boston fans won the series … we beat them three out of four games, and then they started signing that damn Tessie song … Sort of got on your nerves after a while.” The story of “Tessie” and the relationship between the Red Sox and music is explored at length in the book Love That Dirty Water!




Which team represented the first dynasty of World Series champions?

Later in the twentieth century, the New York Yankees dominated, piling up world championships. In the first couple of decades, though, the only other team that could challenge the Red Sox (and they were the Red Sox from 1908 on) was the Philadelphia Athletics. The Athletics won the World Series in 1910, 1911, and 1913. But the Red Sox had won in 1912 and then went on to win in 1915, 1916, and 1918. With the notion that four tops three, one could argue that the Red Sox were the first dynasty. That after 1918 it took them 86 years to win again is another story entirely. For what it’s worth, the Boston Braves won the World Series in 1914—and played their home games at the larger-capacity Fenway Park. That leads to another first—the first time a team won a World Series without ever winning (or even playing) a game in its own home park. The Braves swept the Series—from the Athletics.

The Red Sox win in 1912 was at Fenway Park and, once again, only ended with a Game Eight win, despite it being a best-of-seven series. How did that come to be? The Red Sox and Giants tied, 6–6, in Game Two at Fenway.




When was the first time a Red Sox team won the World Series without ever playing a game in their own ballpark?

The Red Sox weren’t the first team to achieve this unlikely distinction. That team was the National League’s Boston Braves, in 1914, the so-called Miracle Braves. The year before, they had finished 31½ games out of first place, behind the New York Giants. In the 1914 season itself, they were in eighth place—last place—as late as July 18. Then they started winning. They were 8–2 the rest of July and in fourth place as of July 31. They reached second place on August 10, and on August 25, they tied for first place, for one day. They dropped back to second, but on September 8, they were in first place and never lost their hard-fought top spot. They were 19–6 in August and 26–5 in September. When the season came to an end on October 6, they had won the pennant in 1914, a full 10½ games ahead of the second-place Giants.

The Braves played in the South End Grounds, which had a capacity of approximately 11,000. The demand for Braves tickets far exceeded capacity, and the Red Sox had Fenway Park not all that far away. Beginning on September 7 (Labor Day), the Braves played all remaining home games at Fenway Park thanks to an arrangement with Red Sox owner Joseph J. Lannin. On September 7 alone, they held a dual-admission doubleheader—a morning game and an afternoon game—drawing a reported 35,000 to the first game and 39,162 to the second game—or some 52,000 fans more than if they had played both games at the South End Grounds.

The 1914 Braves played Games One and Two against the AL champion Philadelphia Athletics at Shibe Park, winning the first game 7–1 and then the second 1–0, the lone run not scoring until the top of the ninth. (Charlie Deal doubled, stole third, and then—with two outs—scored on a single by Les Mann.) Both games are reported to have drawn precisely the same number: 20,562.

Returning to Boston and playing at Fenway Park, in front of 35,020, the Braves and Athletics battled for 12 innings. Game Three was tied 2–2 after four, and it went into extras. Philadelphia scored twice in the top of the 10th, but Boston matched that. In the 12th, a leadoff double, an intentional walk, and a throwing error charged to the pitcher on a sacrifice bunt led to the 5–4 win. Game Four was a 3–1 win, with a fifth-inning, two-out, two-run single by Johnny Evers providing the final runs. The Braves were world champions, and (most of) the crowd of 34,365 went wild—on the field at Fenway.

The very next year, it was Boston in the World Series again—but this time, it was the Red Sox. The Braves finished second, seven games behind the Phillies. So it was Boston versus Philadelphia again, but this time, it was with different teams.

When the Red Sox played the World Series in 1915 and 1916, they—like the Braves in 1914—played not one of their games in their own home park, even though Fenway was only three-plus years old. What was going on here that for three years in a row, each Boston team—regardless of league—only played its postseason home games in the other team’s ballpark? Was this some new sort of Boston perversity? Not at all. The answer was revenue.

Brand-new Braves Field (which had been hastily constructed and opened on June 5) was even larger than Fenway and could field crowds of up to 7,000 additional paying patrons per game. By 1918, though, the Red Sox played at Fenway, and they won the final game at home—the last time that would happen for 95 years. They won the 2004 and 2007 World Series on the road. Only in 2013 did they again win at home.

In 1915, the Phillies won Game One, at Baker Bowl, 3–1. The Red Sox won Game Two, 2–1, with Rube Foster holding the Phils to just three hits—and drove in the winning run in the top of the ninth. Coming back to Boston, they won again—in front of 42,300 at Braves Field—but it was the same score, again scoring the second run in the ninth inning, though this time they were the home team, so when Duffy Lewis hit a single to drive in Harry Hooper from third base, it was all over. Game Three was—for the third game in a row—also a 2–1 Red Sox victory. There were 41,096 reported in attendance at Braves Field. Single runs in the third (driven in by Hooper) and sixth (driven in by Lewis) did the trick. The two teams traveled back to Philadelphia. The Phillies were up, 4–2, after four innings, but Lewis hit a two-run homer in the eighth inning to tie it, and Hooper hit a solo home run in the ninth to put the Red Sox ahead, 5–4. Foster got a strikeout and two groundouts, and the game was over.

The 1916 World Series saw the Red Sox repeat as champions. The first game at Braves Field didn’t really draw all that many more than could have packed into Fenway—36,117—but they saw Boston beat the Brooklyn Robins, 6–5, limiting Brooklyn’s ninth-inning rally (with the bases still loaded) to four runs. Game Two drew 5,000 more—41,373—and they saw a 1–1 tie after three innings not resolved until the bottom of the 14th. Both starters—Babe Ruth for Boston and Sherry Smith for the Robins—went the distance. The final 14th saw Dick Hoblitzell draw a walk. Duffy Lewis sacrificed to move him to second base. Mike McNally pinch-ran and scored on pinch-hitter Del Gainer’s single to left.

At Ebbets Field, Brooklyn won Game Three, 4–3, then lost Game Four, 6–2.

Game Five was back at Braves Field (42,620), and Ernie Shore picked up his second win.

For three years in a row, a Boston team had won the World Series. In not one of the three years had they played a postseason home game in their own ballpark.




What was the first World Series game ever attended by a sitting US president?

On October 9, Game Two of the 1915 World Series was held at Philadelphia’s Baker Bowl, with the National League champion Phillies hosting the Red Sox. The Phillies had won the first game, 3–1.

Erskine Mayer was to pitch for Philadelphia and Rube Foster for Boston. The game was held up for about 10 minutes, waiting for President Woodrow Wilson and his new bride to arrive. They were situated in a box near the Red Sox dugout, a box “festooned with flags and bunting.” President Wilson threw out the ceremonial first pitch (a “bad throw,” according to the New York Times).

Both contending pitchers threw very good games, though Foster only gave up three hits while Mayer gave up 10. The final score was 2–1. The Red Sox scored once in the top of the first and once in the top of the ninth (with Foster singling in the go-ahead, and winning, run). Foster was 3-for-4 at the plate. The Phillies scored only once, in the bottom of the fifth. The game took two hours and five minutes to play. All accounts indicated that the president was in exceptionally good spirits and enjoyed the game; he even kept his own scorecard. He was seen rooting for the home team Phillies but was visibly impressed by Foster in the ninth and was said to have rooted for Foster to seal his victory for the Red Sox.

“The Star-Spangled Banner” was played in the middle of the ninth inning, and the Associated Press characterized it as the “national anthem.”




Who was the first (and only) Red Sox player to play before both the President of the United States and the King of England and also had an audience with the Pope?

Tris Speaker was 1-for-4 in the 1915 World Series Game Two that President Woodrow Wilson took in. He singled in the first inning, putting runners at first and third with one out. Then he and Harry Hooper tried a double steal. Speaker was thrown out at second base, and it looked like Hooper was out at the plate as well but for an error by Phillies catcher Ed Burns handling a difficult throw from second baseman Bert Niehoff on which Hooper scored.

Eighteen months earlier, on February 11, 1914, Speaker had been with a group of touring major-league ballplayers who were granted an audience at the Vatican before Pope Pius X. As has been noted elsewhere, this was particularly ironic in that Speaker was one of the Masons on a Red Sox team that bristled with division between Catholics and anti-Catholics. He was, at times, not on speaking terms with fellow outfielder Duffy Lewis, a Catholic.

Fifteen days after the Vatican visit, Speaker appeared in a baseball game at London’s Stamford Bridge Grounds (home of the Chelsea soccer team). It was an 11-inning exhibition game between the New York Giants and Chicago White Sox, both teams populated in part by players from other major-league teams and taking part in a four-month post-season tour that took them to 13 countries on four continents. Speaker was on the Red Sox from late 1907 through 1915. He played on the “White Sox” during the world tour. The game was seen by King George V, who stayed for the full game. It was 1–1 after nine. The Giants scored twice in the top of the 10thbut a two-run homer by Chicago’s Sam Crawford tied it again. In the bottom of the 11th, White Sox batter Tom Daly (who later served as a Red Sox coach from 1933 through 1946) hit a game-winning home run deep into the crowd seated in left field to win it.

In the course of the tour, Speaker had also played before the last Khe-dive (Viceroy) of Egypt, Abbas II.

The world tour also brought Speaker to Australia, Hong Kong, The Philippines, Ceylon, and Japan. In a December 6, 1913, game against Tokyo’s Keio University, he hit two home runs. Jim Elfers has written up the tour in his book The Tour to End All Tours.




When was Babe Ruth’s first World Series appearance?

Over the course of postseason play, Babe Ruth homered 15 times and drove in 33 runs. As a pitcher, he had been 18–8 with a 2.44 earned run average for the Red Sox in the 1915 season. The only two pitchers with better won/loss records were Rube Foster and Ernie Shore. Both of them were 19–8. The Babe had batted .315. Foster had hit .277, but Shore had hit just .101. How did Ruth do in this first World Series? Ruth didn’t pitch to a single batter. He came to the plate once, as a pinch-hitter for Shore in the top of the ninth inning in Game One. Shore had been 1-for-3 in the game. The Phillies were leading 3–1. Ruth came up with a runner on first base and one out. He grounded out to first base, unassisted. The next batter made an out, and the Phillies had won. Boston won the next four games, though, all of them by just one run: 2–1, 2–1, 2–1, and 5–4.




What was Babe Ruth’s first turn on the mound in a World Series game?
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Ruth started Game Two of the 1916 World Series against the Brooklyn Robins. Henry Harrison “Hi” Myers hit an inside-the-park home run off him in the top of the first. He threw 13 scoreless innings and won, 2–1, in the 14th, when Del Gainer singled in the winning run. Ruth himself had driven in the lone Red Sox run back in the third inning, on a groundout. As a batter, Ruth appeared in three World Series for Boston and was 1-for-11, the one hit being a two-run triple in 1918. In the 1918 World Series, Ruth threw a shutout to win Game One against the Cubs and won Game Four, 3–2.




When was the first base hit by Babe Ruth in a World Series game for the Red Sox?

Babe Ruth played in 11 World Series games for Boston but never hit a homer. In fact, he only ever had one extra-base hit, a two-run triple in Game Four of the 1918 World Series. His first appearance in a World Series was in Game One in 1915. As noted, he pinch-hit in the ninth inning that grounded out to first base. It was his only appearance that year. The Red Sox returned to the World Series the very next year. He pitched Game Two and won it, 2–1, in 14 innings against the Phillies’ Sherry Smith, who likewise went the distance but lost on a walk, sacrifice bunt, and single to left by Del Gainer. Ruth was 0-for-5 at the plate, but he had driven in the game’s only run before extra innings, with a ground-out back in the third inning. As in 1915, Ruth only appeared in one game, though he likely would have pitched Game Five had the Red Sox not swept the Series in four.

In 1918, he pitched and won Game One, 1–0. He was 0-for-3 at the plate, with two strikeouts. He started Game Four and held the Cubs to two runs in a 3–2 win. In the fourth inning, Ruth hit a two-run triple to Fenway Park’s right-center field, giving the Red Sox their first two runs. The Cubs tied it in the top of the eighth, but Boston scored a third run on a single, a passed ball, and then a throwing error by pitcher Phil Douglas on a sacrifice bunt that allowed the runner to score from second base.

For the Red Sox, Ruth had a total of 11 World Series at-bats and just the one quite significant base hit. He hit 15 homers in World Series play, all for the New York Yankees.




When was the first time “The Star-Spangled Banner” was played ceremonially before a sporting event?

“The Star-Spangled Banner” wasn’t officially designated the national anthem until 1931. But it was played during at least one of the games in 1903 (the final Game Eight). The first game of the 1918 Series played in Boston was Game Four. The First World War was on in earnest—the reason the World Series was played in September and not in October—and “The Star-Spangled Banner” was played prior to the game. There seems to be general acknowledgment that this was when the tradition began.




When was the first time the Red Sox lost a World Series?

It was 43 years after the team won their first World Series until the team lost their first one. After winning every one of the first five World Series in which they competed (1903 against the Pittsburgh Pirates, 1912 against the New York Giants, 1915 against the Philadelphia Phillies, 1916 against the Brooklyn Robins, and 1918 against the Chicago Cubs), the team went into some doldrums. They didn’t even make the Series for the next 28 years. When they did, they lost it, in 1946, a Series that went the full seven games before the St. Louis Cardinals came out triumphant. As it happens, the Sox lost the next three Series in which they took part—1967 (losing to the Cardinals again), 1975 (losing to Cincinnati’s Big Red Machine), and 1986 (losing to the New York Mets)—every one of them taking the full seven games to resolve but with the Red Sox coming up short each time. It was 86 years between World Series wins. They never won another one until after the next millennium began.




Which was the first Red Sox team to go worst to first to worst?

The first team to be worst in their division, win the World Series, then revert to worst once more was the Boston Red Sox. In 2012, the Red Sox finished in last place in the AL East, 26 games behind the New York Yankees. That team was 69–96 under manager Bobby Valentine. In 2013, they not only finished first in the division (97–65 under John Farrell), but they beat Tampa Bay, Detroit, and St. Louis to win all three rounds of the postseason, never once letting a series go to a final winner-take-all game. In 2014, they were 71–97 (still under Farrell) and finished last in the East, 25 games behind the first-place Orioles.

There has only been one other team that was a World Series winner the year after finishing in last place—the 1991 Minnesota Twins. They finished 29 games behind in 1990 but in 1992 only dropped to second place.
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Who was the first player to have played in only one game at Fenway Park—against the Red Sox—and to have earned and received a world championship ring as a member of the Red Sox?

Admittedly, the notion seems strange. Someone who played against the Red Sox got a world championship ring from the Red Sox? They committed an error, allowing the Red Sox to win the deciding game? No, not at all. He was a pitcher. Okay, so he served up a gopher ball to a Red Sox batter to win a key game? Another clue—he pitched for the San Diego Padres. But the Red Sox have never faced the Padres in a postseason game. What year was it for which he earned this ring? It was 2004. Well, that was certainly a memorable year in Red Sox history—the first World Series win in 86 years. The team that year sometimes described themselves as “the idiots.” So was this pitcher an idiot. “I think I could have been a great idiot,” he said when the season was over.

He had joined the Padres in January, signing as a free agent after two seasons and throwing 68 games in relief for the Houston Astros. His record was 3–3. His name was Brandon Puffer.

When the Red Sox purchased his contract from the Padres on July 2, Puffer was 0–1, had appeared in 14 games for the Padres, and had an earned run average of 5.50. The game he had pitched at Fenway Park was on June 10, a Thursday night game. Curt Schilling—a more widely-known name on the 2004 Red Sox pitching staff—started for Boston. He gave up a run in the top of the first. Starting for the Padres was righty Ismael Valdéz. He pitched scoreless ball in the first and second innings, then gave up a run in the third on a Pokey Reese homer and two more in the fourth on a Manny Ramirez homer. After starting the fifth with a single, a walk, and an RBI double to Kevin Youkilis, Padres manager Bruce Bochy had Puffer relieve Valdéz. Puffer struck out David Ortiz.

There followed, though, an intentional walk, a double, a strikeout, and then another double. It was 8–1 Red Sox before the inning was over. Puffer retired the side in the sixth, then loaded the bases with nobody out in the seventh before retiring three batters in a row for another scoreless inning. The Red Sox won, 9–3, and three weeks later, they signed Puffer to a Red Sox contract.

That very same day, however, the Red Sox also acquired left-handed pitcher Jimmy Anderson from the Chicago Cubs. Puffer was told to report to Pawtucket. He pitched well there, appearing in 24 games with a 3–2 record, 21 of them as a closer, with a 3.26 ERA. Anderson only appeared in five games for the Red Sox, without a win or a loss.

After the major-league rosters expanded on September 1, Puffer was summoned to Boston. Ramiro Mendoza had a sore groin, and the bullpen had thrown 6⅓ innings on September 1. Puffer told the Boston Globe, “Even coming here as a visitor, the buzz around here was unbelievable. Being able to put this uniform on and play here is even a lot sweeter.”

He did put the Red Sox uniform on and did some throwing, but he never got into a game for the team. Center fielder Johnny Damon got hurt in the September 2 game, and suddenly, the Red Sox needed a replacement outfielder. They called up Adam Hyzdu on September 3 and designated Puffer for assignment. Damon was out for four days.

Puffer had arrived on September 2, spent the evening of September 3 in uniform in the Red Sox bullpen, and then was gone the following day. The Red Sox beat the Rangers 2–0 on September 3, a Pedro Martínez start. Martínez went seven and, given such a tight game, was followed by the usual cast of bullpen supports—Timlin, Embree, and Foulke. Puffer had been with the team, ready to work if needed. He was part of the team, a reserve who could have been called upon. Perhaps he might have in a game like the 13–2 win in Seattle on September 13. But that is not how it panned out. Still, he was truly an official part of the team, and the Red Sox recognized everyone on the team with a ring.

In a December 2007 e-mail to this author, Puffer wrote, “The Red Sox were extremely gracious including me in the lucky group of people to receive such a special memento to ‘The Nation.’”




Who was the first (and still only) Red Sox player to have been on four World Series–winning Red Sox teams?

Right fielder Harry Hooper played for the Red Sox from 1909 to 1920. He was on four teams that won the World Series—1912, 1915, 1916, and 1918. He played in 24 Series games and batted overall at .293, with six RBIs and 13 runs scored. He was a key component, a leader on the four pennant-winning teams. Prized for his defense and skilled as a leadoff batter, he was never a team leader on offense but always among the leaders in runs scored during the regular season—ranking second in both 1912 and 1915 and tops in 1916 and 1918. There have been players such as David Ortiz on three Red Sox world championship teams, but none other than Harry Hooper has been on four.




Who was the first Red Sox player to drive in four runs in successive clinching games that won both a League Championship Series and a World Series?

In Game Six of the 2013 ALCS, the Detroit Tigers threatened to tie the series at three wins apiece, setting up a winner-take-all Game Seven. Detroit held a 2–1 lead through the seventh-inning stretch. The Red Sox only had three base hits in the game. Jonny Gomes led off with a double, Boston’s fourth hit. Max Scherzer struck out the next batter but then walked the third and was relieved by Drew Smyly. Jacoby Ellsbury reached on an error, loading the bases. José Veras replaced Smyly to pitch to Shane Victorino. Victorino, who was 2-for-23 (.087) in the ALCS. On an 0–2 count, Victorino hit a grand slam into the Red Sox bullpen in right field. The Red Sox won, 5–2, and clinched.

In Game Six of the 2013 World Series, the Red Sox held a three-games-to-two lead. There was no score until the bottom of the third. An Ellsbury single, intentional walk to David Ortiz, and Jonny Gomes being hit by a pitch brought up Victorino again with the bases loaded. This time, he doubled, clearing the bases. And in the very next inning, Victorino came up again with the bases loaded—three at-bats in a row this had happened (he had walked in the second). Victorino singled and drove in another run. The Red Sox won, 6–1, and clinched the World Series—at home for the first time since 1918.

Victorino was a Gold Glove right fielder in 2013 and hit .294 with 15 homers, 61 runs batted in, and 82 runs scored, but injuries prevented him from playing much in 2014 or 2015, when he was traded to the Angels in late July.




Who was the first Red Sox player to hit a home run in his last at-bat in a major-league uniform, a home run that produced the winning run in the clinching game of a World Series?

No prolonged guessing here—the answer is Bobby Kielty. He had played 579 major-league games before coming to Boston, and homered 52 times, in a career dating back to April 10, 2001. Kielty was a switch-hitting right-handed outfielder who had been released by the Oakland Athletics on July 31, 2007. On August 6, he signed with the Red Sox. He was 2-for-3 in his first game for Boston on August 19. With the Red Sox as a reserve outfielder, he got into 20 games, batting .231 with one homer and nine RBIs. Six of his RBIs and the homer had come in back-to-back lopsided games against the White Sox in Chicago, with Boston winning 14–2 and 11–1.

He was added to the Red Sox roster for the postseason, though not because of any demonstrated history in that particular department. He had previously played in nine postseason games for the 2002 Twins and the 2006 Oakland Athletics. He was 0-for-10 in the postseason, though in Game Five of the 2002 ACLS, he had walked and forced in the tying run in the top of the seventh, making it 3–3. The Angels scored 10 runs in the bottom of the seventh, though, and the Twins were eliminated.

In Game One of the 2007 ALCS, at Fenway Park against Cleveland, he was the starting right fielder and was 1-for-2 in the game with a tworun single in the fifth that boosted Boston’s score to 7–1. He also started Game Five and was 1-for-3.

On October 28, in Game Four of the 2007 World Series, the Red Sox had won the first three games and held a 3–1 lead after seven innings at Coors Field. The game was being played under National League rules (pitchers were in the batting order), and so manager Terry Francona asked Kielty to pinch-hit for reliever Mike Timlin, who was due to lead off the top of the eighth. The Rockies’ Brian Fuentes, a left-hander, came into the game and took his warmup pitches. Plate umpire Chuck Meriwether gave the sign to Fuentes to start the inning. Batting right-handed, Kielty swung at the first pitch the Rockies pitcher threw and knocked it several rows deep over the fence and into the seats in left field.

The homer made the score 4–3, and it proved to be the winning run since the Rockies’ Garrett Atkins hit a two-run homer in the bottom of the eighth—and there was no more scoring. “Probably the greatest moment I’ll ever have in baseball,” he said after the game. “The game-winning home run in the World Series.”

It was not just a game-winner. The victory gave the Red Sox the world championship; they had swept the Rockies. For Kielty, it was not the end of the road. He played five more years in the minor leagues and another in independent ball, but it was his last major-league at-bat. One swing, a ring, and a moment he could cherish forever.




When was the first time the Red Sox won the World Series and then lowered ticket prices for the following season?

It was said that owner J. J. Lannin was a true fan of the game. Rather than sit in a sealed-off luxury suite, he preferred to sit in the bleachers, both for the enjoyment of it but also to learn what fans were truly thinking. In January 1916, after the team had won the 1915 World Series, they announced ticket prices for the 1916 season. Box seats were cut from $1.50 to $1.00, and grandstand seats were cut to 75 cents. They also offered 25-cent and 50-cent seats.

Less than three weeks after the Red Sox won the 1916 World Series, fatigued from constant disagreements with AL president Ban Johnson, Lannin preempted a move Johnson seemed to have in mind and sold the team to New York theater men Hugh Ward and Harry Frazee. Lannin was a native of Canada, and considerably more on him may be found in chapter 9 on foreign natives and the Red Sox.







STANDINGS

AFTER THOSE FIRST FIVE WORLD SERIES WINS (AND WINNING THE PENnant in 1904 without playing in the World Series), Red Sox fans experienced that lengthy 86-year-long drought between world championships. Sometimes they finished first in the league, or their division, but they fell short of the ultimate goal. Sometimes they finished last. After all, someone had to.

In the days since 1995, when the two leagues each had three divisions and the Wild Card was first introduced, a team no longer needs to finish first in its division to make the postseason—and potentially go all the way. The Florida Marlins proved this in 1997.


When was the first time the team finished in last place?

For its first five years, the Boston Americans won more games than they lost. In 1903, as we have seen, they won the first World Series ever held. They won the pennant again in 1904, and the Giants declined to take them on in what would have been the second Series. They finished 78–74 (third place) in 1905. To that point, the team had never suffered a losing season.

Then they collapsed, losing 31 games more than any previous year. They finished 49–105, solidly in last place (eighth place), 45½ games behind the Chicago White Sox. There are no books devoted to chronicling the 1906 team.

They hit last place, where they would stay, on May 2, after just 15 games, and remained in the cellar the rest of the season. They were only marginally better at home than on the road (.364 to .342). Their best month was April (6–7). There were 32 games that they lost by five or more runs.

Not even Cy Young seemed to be able to help. He was a 20-game loser, with a record of 13–21. Fellow right-hander Joe Harris had the worst record of all (2–21).

Jimmy Collins left as manager, succeeded for the final 40 games by Chick Stahl. And Stahl committed suicide less than six months later, near the end of spring training in 1907. The cause of death was never ascribed to the performance of the team or his own play—he hit quite well in 1906 (.286, second best), and the team played marginally better during those final 40 games. It was more likely due to depression and perhaps romantic situations.

The 1907 team was initially managed by Cy Young (3–3 in six games) and then two others before settling on Deacon McGuire. They finished in seventh place in 1907, fifth place in 1908, and third in 1909.
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