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During the fifth century BCE, the emperors of the Zhou dynasty ruled China. While the emperor himself was thought to be all-powerful, political control was in the hands of local lords. Within the great empire of China, these local lords ruled various small states. Violent conflicts and even wars often raged between these rulers. In Chinese history, this period is divided into the Spring and Autumn Period (770 – 476 BCE) and the Warring States Period (475 – 221 BCE).


During this time, when life in China was very hard, a great philosopher was born in 551 BCE His real name was Kong Qui. But throughout Chinese history, he has been called Kong-fu-zi, which means Great Master Kong. “Confucius” is a Latin form of Kong-fu-zi.


Confucius’s father, Shu-liang, was a military officer in the state of Lu. When Shu-liang met Confucius’s mother at the age of 60, he had been married twice and had nine daughters and one son. This son was sickly, so the couple hoped and prayed that their future children would be healthy.


Confucius’s mother heard that the god of Niqui Mountain was both powerful and caring. So one spring day, she went to the mountain and prayed to this god for a healthy baby. The next year, she gave birth to a fat, healthy baby boy. The parents gave him the name Kong Qui.
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