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A Note from the Editor



In The Lost Symbol (as in The Da Vinci Code and Angels & Demons), Robert Langdon sees and deciphers the secret meaning of symbols embedded in art and architecture. The reader only “sees” these symbols in his or her imagination.


Since the Langdon novels are based on fact, this art and architecture actually exist, and no matter how vivid your imagination is, you’d be hardpressed to imagine the Temple Room in the House of the Temple, or The Apotheosis of Washington, or the statue of Washington as Zeus. The George Washington Masonic Memorial and Kryptos defy imagination! So the first function of our book (and I say “our” because over eighty people have been involved in the creation of this book) is to take you to these places and let you see what they look like with your own eyes. The “Finding the Lost Symbols in Washington, D.C.” chapters follow the action of The Lost Symbol and feature the locations central to the story.


The second function of our book is to fill in some of the history Dan Brown can only allude to in a novel. The numbered chapters elaborate on the origin and history of Freemasonry, the role of Freemasons in the founding of the United States and the design and building of Washington, D.C. Also presented are some of the treasures on display in the Capitol Building and Library of Congress. And finally, we have a primer on Noetic Science from Edgar Mitchell, who started the Institute of Noetic Science—to Marilyn Schlitz (a likely model for the Katherine Solomon character) to Dean Radin, Senior Scientist at IONS.


Heartfelt thanks to Patrick Huyghe and Michael Bober on the editorial side; Laura Smyth for her brilliant design; Louise Burke and Anthony Ziccardi of Simon & Schuster and Sandra Martin and Alexander Dake at Paraview for making this book possible.


John Weber
Brooklyn, NY 2009








FINDING THE LOST SYMBOLS IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
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The House of the Temple



Dan Brown opens The Lost Symbol in the Temple Room of the House of the Temple, with Dr. Christopher Abaddon being raised to a 33rd-degree Mason, and returns there for its denouement.


Located at 1733 Sixteenth Street, N.W. (Sixteenth Street is referred to as “The Corridor of Light” by Masons), the House of the Temple is headquarters for the Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General Knights Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon of the Thirty-third Degree of the Ancient and
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Sphinx, eyes open.
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Sphinx, eyes closed


Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry of the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America. (Yes, there is also a Northern Jurisdiction, which has its headquarters at the National Heritage Museum in Lexington, Massachusetts.)


Visitors (both Masons and non-Masons) are welcome and tours are conducted on the hour or half hour. The hours of operation are in flux owing to the Dan Brown effect, so it’s best to call before visiting: (202) 232-3579. Photography is permitted—and encouraged.


The name “House of the Temple” refers to the Temple of Solomon, the building that is central to Masonic ritual and symbolism.


The cornerstone for the House of the Temple was laid in 1911 and the building was completed in 1915. It is modeled after the Mausoleum of Halicarnasses, one of the original Seven Wonders of the World.
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Unfinished pyramid roof of the House of the Temple.


John Russell Pope was the architect for the House of the Temple. He subsequently designed the Jefferson Memorial, the National Archives, and the National Gallery of Art.


A visitor must pass between two massive sphinxes to enter the front door, one with its eyes open (perhaps representing thought, perception or engagement with the outer world) and one with its eyes closed (perhaps suggesting meditation, contemplation or “soul-building”). Thirty-three columns—each thirty-three feet high—surround the building. And there are thirty-three seats in the Temple Room.


The roof of the House of the Temple is an “unfinished” pyramid, consisting of thirteen steps. Although difficult to see from the street, visitors to Washington, D.C., can view this pyramid “floating in the air” looking south from Meridian Hill Park—in the foreground of the Washington Monument.
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Temple entrance.



The First Inauguration of George Washington, April 30, 1787



by John D. Melius
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This painting and its companion, George Washington Laying the Cornerstone of the United States Capitol, September 18, 1793, both reside in the George Washington Memorial Banquet Hall of the House of the Temple.


The building in the background is Federal Hall, in New York City. After swearing the oath of office, President Washington famously kissed the Holy Bible, which was on loan from the St. John’s Lodge, also located in New York.


The historical figures participating in the ceremony include quite a few prominent Freemasons. The twelve men depicted are, left to right:


1. Frederick William von Steuben, a Mason, was an army officer and aide-de-camp to Frederick the Great of Prussia. Von Steuben became a Major General during the Revolution and was known as the “drill master of the Continental Army.”


2. John Jay, right and in the foreground, then Secretary of State, later became a Supreme Court Justice.


3. John Adams was the first Vice President and became the second President of the United States.


4. Henry Lee, a Mason, was known as “Light Horse Harry Lee” because of his brilliant cavalry operations in the Revolutionary War. He was also the father of General Robert E. Lee.


5. Robert R. Livingston, a Mason, was Chancellor of the State of New York and Grand Master of New York Masons from 1784 to 1800. He is to Lee’s right, by the railing.


6. Samuel Otis, Secretary of the Senate, holds the Bible from St. John’s Lodge No. 1, New York City.


7. George Washington, a Mason, stands with his right hand placed on the Bible.


8. Morgan Lewis, a Mason, was Grand Marshall during this ceremony and later became a Major General in the War of 1812. He was elected Grand Master of New York Masons in 1830.


9. Frederick A. C. Muhlenberg, a Mason, appears in a gold-colored coat. Born in Pennsylvania, he was educated in Germany as a Lutheran clergyman and was the elected Speaker of the House of Representatives.


10. Arthur St. Clair, a Mason, is dressed in military uniform. He was born in Scotland and came to America with the British Army in 1757 only to become a Major General in the Continental Army. At the time of the inauguration, he was the Governor of the Northwest Territory.


11. George Clinton, next to St. Clair, was Governor of New York at the time of the inauguration.


12. Henry Knox, a Mason, was a close adviser to Washington and a Major General and Chief of Artillery in the Revolutionary Army. He is to the far right in the painting and was Secretary of War at the time of Washington’s first inauguration.



The Temple Room



[image: Image]


The Oculus.
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Interior view of the Temple Room Photo by Maxwell Mackenzie





CHAPTER ONE
Freemasonry and the Ancient Mysteries



“The origin of Freemasonry is one of the most debated, and debatable, subjects in the whole realm of historical enquiry.”


—Frances A. Yates
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God Father measuring the universe. Bible Moralisé, perhaps from Reims, France, mid-13th century. Photo: Erich Lessing/Art Resource, NY. Oesterreichische Nationalbibliothek, Vienna, Austria.



The Mysteries


by W. L. Wilmshurst


W. L. Wilmshurst is the author of The Meaning of Masonry, from which this is excerpted.


In all the periods of the world’s history, and in every part of the globe, secret orders and societies have existed outside the limits of the official churches for the purpose of teaching what are called “the Mysteries”: for imparting to suitable and prepared minds certain truths of human life, certain instructions about divine things, about the things that belong to our peace, about human nature and human destiny, which it would be undesirable to publish to the multitude who would but profane those teachings and apply the esoteric knowledge that was communicated to perverse and perhaps to disastrous ends.


These Mysteries were formerly taught, we are told, “on the highest hills and in the lowest valleys,” which is merely a figure of speech for saying, first, that they have been taught in circumstances of the greatest seclusion and secrecy, and secondly, that they have been taught in both advanced and simple forms according to the understanding of their disciples. It is, of course, common knowledge that the great systems of the Mysteries (referred to in our lectures as “noble orders of architecture,” i.e. of soul-building) existed in the East, in Chaldea, Assyria, Egypt, Greece, Italy, amongst the Hebrews, amongst Mahommedans and amongst Christians. All the great teachers of humanity, Socrates, Plato, Pythagoras, Moses, Aristotle, Virgil, the author of the Homeric poems, and the great Greek tragedians, along with St. John, St. Paul and innumerable other great names—were initiates of the Sacred Mysteries. The form of the teaching communicated varies considerably from age to age; it has been expressed under different veils; but since the ultimate truth the Mysteries aim at teaching is always one and the same, there has always been taught, and can only be taught, one and the same doctrine—for the moment let me merely say that behind all the official religious systems of the world, and be-hind all the great moral movements and developments in the history of humanity, have stood what St. Paul called the keepers or “stewards of the Mysteries.” From that source Christianity itself came into the world. From them originated the great school of Kabalism, that marvelous system of secret, oral tradition of the Hebrews, a strong element of which has been introduced into our Masonic system. From them, too, also issued many fraternities and orders. Such for instance, as the great orders of Chivalry and of the Rosicrucians, and the school of spiritual alchemy. Lastly, from them too also issued, in the seventeenth century, modern speculative Freemasonry.


To trace the genesis of the movement, which came into activity some 250 years ago (our rituals and ceremonies having been compiled round the year 1700), is beyond the purpose of my present remarks. It may merely be stated that the movement itself incorporated the slender ritual and the elementary symbolism that, for centuries previously, had been employed in connection with the medieval Building Guilds, but it gave to them a far fuller meaning and a far wider scope. It has always been the custom from Trade Guilds, and even for modern Friendly Societies, to spiritualize their trades, and to make the tools of their trade point to some simple moral. No trade, perhaps, lends itself more readily to such treatment than the builder’s trade; but wherever a great industry has flourished, there you will find traces of that industry becoming allegorized, and of the allegory being employed for the simple moral instruction of those who were operative members of the industry. I am acquainted, for instance with an Egyptian ceremonial system, some 5,000 years old, which taught precisely the same things as Masonry does, but in terms of shipbuilding instead of in terms of architecture. But the terms of archite cture were employed by those who originated modern Masonry because they were ready to hand; because they were in use among certain trade-guilds then in existence; and lastly, because they are extremely effective and significant from the symbolic point of view.


All that I wish to emphasize at this stage is that our present system is not one coming from remote antiquity: that there is no direct continuity between us and the Egyptians, or even the ancient Hebrews who built, in the reign of King Solomon, a certain Temple at Jerusalem. What is extremely ancient in Freemasonry is the spiritual doc-trine concealed within the architectural phraseology; for this doctrine is an elementary form of the doctrine that has been taught in all ages, no matter in what garb.






HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT


Freemasonry is “a system of morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols.”


It is the glory of God to conceal a thing; But the honor of kings is to search out a matter. —Proverbs 25.2


Langdon smiled. “Sorry, but the word occult, despite conjuring images of devil worship, actually means ‘hidden’ or ‘obscured.’ In times of religious oppression, knowledge that was counterdoctrinal had to be kept hidden or ‘occult,’ and because the church felt threatened by this, they redefined anything ‘occult’ as evil, and the prejudice survived.” —The Lost Symbol


“As above, so below.” These words, attributed to Hermes Trismegistus, lie at the heart of the Western esoteric tradition. In brief, they mean that the universe and all it contains is reflected in some manner not only on Earth, but also in man and his works. The chief quest of all ages has been man’s attempt to understand the mystery of existence and to find his place in it.


—C. Fred Kleinknecht, 33rd Degree, Sovereign Grand Commander, The Supreme Council


After the collapse of the pagan cultural institutions, it was unlawful to teach classical learning or to advance scientific knowledge contrary to the prevailing scholasticism. To avoid persecution and at the same time perpetuate for the benefit of qualified disciples the more advanced formulas of the ancient wisdom, the sacred truths were presented symbolically. —Manly P. Hall






Speculative Masonry



by Jasper Ridley


Jasper Ridley is a historian and biographer. His works include biographies of Mussolini, Tito, Henry VIII, Elizabeth I, Garibaldi, and Napoleon III and his wife, Eugenie. This excerpt comes from The Freemasons.


Between about 1550 and 1700, the Freemasons changed. They ceased to be an illegal trade union of working masons who accepted all the doctrines of the Catholic Church, and became an organization of intellectual gentlemen who favored religious toleration and friendship between men of different religions, and thought that a simple belief in God should replace controversial theological doctrines. In the language of the time, the “operative masons” were replaced by “admitted masons” or “gentlemen masons” as they were usually called in Scotland. In later times these admitted masons were called speculative masons, but this term was not used before 1757.1


No one really knows how this change came about. Masonic historians have written long and learned books giving their explanations, which have been refuted by other Masonic historians in equally long and learned books, while the anti-Masonic writers, with their popular best-sellers, have put forward their own theories. Some of the explanations have been far-fetched and almost ridiculous. Others have been very convincing and are supported by a great deal of plausible evidence, but there is equally strong evidence which suggests that the explanation is wrong.


There is a long tradition of trade guilds accepting as members men who had no connection with the trade. The livery companies of the City of London—the oldest one was the Weavers, which was founded in 1155—originally consisted of members of the trade. But from the earliest times the liverymen’s sons, if they had been born after their father joined the livery, could become liverymen by patrimony. In the Middle Ages a man usually followed his father’s trade, but sometimes he did not; and this did not prevent him from joining the livery. Apart from this, the livery companies could admit as liverymen men who had no connection with the company, either by birth or occupation; and they often did so.


By the fourteenth century the great livery company, the Taylors and Linen Armorers (who later changed their name to “the Merchant Taylors”) were admitting as liverymen country gentlemen who sold them wool for export to the Netherlands. They even admitted King Edward III as a liveryman, after they had lent him money to pay for his wars which they knew he would never repay. For the gentlemen, it was an advantage to become more closely associated with the City of London, while for the livery company there was great social prestige in having gentlemen members in the very regimented society of fourteenth-century England with its class distinctions—gentlemen who, unlike their social inferiors, were allowed, if they owned land worth 20 pounds a year, to wear a gold ring, a silk shirt, and red or velvet garments.


In Scotland, it was very usual for influential gentlemen to be invited to join a trade guild. It became so common for the Scottish masons to invite the gentlemen of the St. Clair family at Rosslyn to join their guild, that the St. Clairs wrongly claimed that they had a hereditary right to exercise authority over the masons of Scotland. King James IV joined the Edinburgh Guild of Merchants in 1505; and sixty years later the Earl of Moray, the illegitimate half-brother of Mary Queen of Scots, when Regent for the infant King James VI, joined the Bakers’ Company in Glasgow.2


By the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, it was reading the Bible which made so many gentlemen wish to join the masonic lodges. The Catholic Church had rightly regarded the translation of the Bible into English, and the reading of the English Bible by the people, as the greatest threat to its authority. Sir Thomas More and other official persecutors had been zealous in burning copies of the English Bible and the Protestants who distributed them. If people read the Bible, they would regard the Bible, not the Church, as the authority which they must obey.


It was not good enough for the Church to tell the people that they must obey the Pope because it was stated in the Gospels that Christ had said to St. Peter: “Tu es Petrus, et super hanc petram aedificabo ecclesiam mean”3—a pun which was lost in the English translation “Thou are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church”; for the readers of the Bible could question why this passage meant that 1,500 years later, the Bishop of Rome was Supreme Head of the Church. They would point out that there was nothing in the Bible that stated that Peter was ever at Rome, just as they pointed out that Christmas should not be celebrated as a feast of the Church because there was nothing in the Bible that said that Our Lord was born on the twenty-fifth day of December. There were passages in the Bible which had revolutionary implications, as John Knox pointed out in his lengthy marginal notes in the English translation of the Bible which he and his colleagues published in Geneva in 1560. These passages showed that the prophets of God had deposed wicked kings, and, in Knox’s words, that “Jehu killed two Kings at God’s commandment.”4


The Protestants read every ONE of the 860,000 words in the Bible to find texts which would denigrate the doctrines and authority of the Catholic Church. In the Second Book of Chronicles they read of how King Solomon decided to build a temple, how he asked Hiram, King of Tyre, to send him architects and masons to work on the temple, of how the work was completed; and they read about the length, width and height of the temple.5 As everything in the Bible was the Word of God, these measurements were not inserted unnecessarily, or to satisfy the idle curiosity of the reader; they must have some profound theological implications.


Although the Presbyterians and the Protestant extremists rejected anything which was not in the Bible, the masons were prepared to add many stories, which were not in the Book of Chronicles, about the building of Solomon’s temple. They told the story, not of Hiram, King of Tyre, but of another Hiram—Hiram Abiff, who knew the secret of the temple. Three villains kidnapped him and threatened him with death if he did not reveal it; and as he would not betray his trust, they murdered him. When Solomon found out about this, he wondered what was Hiram Abiff’s secret, and if it had died with him. He sent three masons to find Hiram’s body and the secret, and told them that if they could not discover the secret, the first thing that they saw when they found Hiram’s body should henceforth be the secret of the temple. The masons eventually found Hiram’s body, and when they opened his coffin, the first thing they found was his hand; and as they did not find the secret, the handshake and the other signs of recognition which the masons henceforth adopted became the new secret.6


As part of the ceremony in which a Freemason is raised to the third degree and becomes a master mason, he






KING NIMROD, THE FIRST AND MOST EXCELLENT MASTER?
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Tower of Babel, 1563. Pieter Brueghel the Elder. Kunsthistorisches Museum/Vienna, Austria.


“The date of the construction of King Solomon’s Temple has not always been the key date in the Freemasons’ cosmology,” wrote Daniel Beresniak in Les symboles de Francs-maçons, translated by Ian Monk). According to the Regius Manuscript (circa 1410), it was King Nimrod, builder of the Tower of Babel, “who gave the Masons their first ‘charge,’ their first rules of conduct and professional code.” It wasn’t until the early years of the eighteenth century that Nimrod was supplanted by Solomon.





participates in the reenactment of the story of the murder of Hiram Abiff. He swore an oath that, like Hiram, he would not reveal the Freemasons’ secrets, and agreed that if he broke his oath, it would be right to put him to death by cutting out his heart, liver and other entrails. The horrific penalties which the candidate agreed should be inflicted on him if he broke his vow of secrecy bear a close resemblance to the punishment which traitors endured in the disemboweling part of the sentence of hanging, drawing and quartering.


The Masonic tradition told other stories about the origin and development of Freemasonry. In 1723, after the formation of the English Grande Lodge, they were published by the prominent Freemason, James Anderson, in his Book of Constitutions; but they were almost certainly circulating, and believed, before the end of the seventeenth century. God Himself was a mason; had He not built heaven and earth in six days? Adam was a mason. It was masons who built the Tower of Babel; and when God had ordained that the peoples should speak different languages, He had told the masons to communicate by secret signs with masons who spoke different languages. Noah was a mason, though he had built the ark of wood, not stone. Abraham was a mason. He invented geometry, and when he was in Egypt he met a Greek slave named Euclid. Abraham taught Euclid geometry, and Euclid wrote down what Abraham had told him, and through Euclid’s writings the world learned geometry.


The story continued: masonry was introduced into Britain in Roman times by St. Alban; but after the death of the Four Crowned Martyrs it disappeared from Britain until it was reintroduced by King Athelstan in York in the tenth century. It was afterwards protected by other sovereigns. Queen Elizabeth I did not like the masons because, being a woman, she could not be admitted as one of them; but James I, Charles I, Charles II and William III were masons. Obviously masons were something very special, and God’s favorites; just as God had created men to be above the animals, so He had created masons to be above other men.7


All this was absolute nonsense; but it was flattering to the masons, who believed what they wished to believe.


The learned men of the seventeenth century were greatly interested in Solomon’s temple. Theologians, philosophers and other scholars wrote long books about it in Latin. The mathematician and scientist, Issac Newton, was particularly impressed by the temple. Many of his 470 books and writings are on theological subjects, and he wrote several about the temple. He considered that Solomon was the greatest philosopher of all time. He






SUFI ORIGINS



by Robert Graves


Most Masons will be surprised by this version of the origin of Freemasonry, by the author of The White Goddess.


The Sufis are an ancient spiritual freemasonry whose origins have never been traced or dated; nor do they themselves take much interest in such researches, being content to point out the occurrence of their own way of thought in different regions and periods….


Indeed, Freemasonry itself began as a Sufi society. It first reached England in the reign of King Aethelstan (924-939) and was introduced into Scotland disguised as a craft guild at the beginning of the fourteenth century, doubtless by the Knights Templars. Its reformation in early eighteenth-century London, by a group of Protestant sages who mistook its Saracen terms for Hebrew, has obscured many of its early traditions. Richard Burton…being both a Freemason and a Sufi, first pointed out the close relation between the two societies, but he was not sufficiently advanced in either to realize the Freemasons had begun as a Sufi group. Idries Shah Sayed now shows that it was a metaphor for the “reedification,” or rebuilding of spiritual man from his ruined state; and that the three working instruments displayed on modern Masonic lodges represent three postures of prayer. “Buizz” or “Boaz” and “Solomon, Son of David,” who are honored by Freemasons as builders at King Solomon’s temple at Jerusalem, were not Solomon’s Israelite subjects or Phoenician allies as it is supposed, but Abdel-Malik’s Sufi architects who built the Dome of the Rock on the ruins of Solomon’s temple, and their successors. Their real names included Thuban abdel Faiz (“Izz”), and his “great grandson,” Maaruf, the son (disciple) of David of Tay, whose Sufic code name was Solomon, because he was the “son of David.” The architectural measurements chosen for this Temple, as for the Kaaba building at Mecca, were numerical equivalents of certain Arabic roots conveying holy messages, every part of the building being related to every other in definite proportion.
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Omar Mosque dome (Dome of the Rock), Jerusalem, Israel. Photo:S. Vannini© DeA Picture Library/Art Resource, NY.





seems to have believed that his reading about the measurements of Solomon’s temple had helped him to formulate his law of gravity and he was sure that from these measurements it was possible to foretell that Christ’s Second Coming would take place in 1948, and the dates of other portentous events during the next four hundred years.8
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