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INTRODUCTION




  On travel posters Oregon is often depicted as an isolated image of towering mountains surrounded by lush forests and rushing streams. That is but one image, for in Oregon you will find a coastline with some of the earth’s most spectacular scenery, the magnificent Columbia River Gorge, deserts filled with sagebrush, unspoiled wilderness, fertile farmlands, vineyards, and orchards.




  This is land created by uplifting and volcanism, sculptured by ice, and refined by water and wind. The Cascade Mountains extend north to south, forming a giant natural wall that divides the state and dictates its climate by trapping moisture-laden clouds from the Pacific Ocean. West of the mountains lie verdant valleys, lush forests, and rich farmlands.




  East of the Cascades the landscape turns to high desert, scattered forests of ponderosa pine, grasslands and cattle ranches, and deep canyons. The Blue Mountains stand isolated and soar into the sky from flat plains. In the northeast corner the Wallowa Mountains contain some of the state’s most magnificent scenery and are often compared to the Swiss Alps.




  In Oregon nature has created a diverse landscape and climate ranging from rain forests to arid desert. Nature’s violence has moved and uplifted mountain ranges; cut deep gorges; created Fort Rock, Crater Lake, and Newberry Crater; and left as reminders of its awesome power unusual geologic formations like Hole-in-the-Ground, Crack-in-the-Ground, Abert Rim, and Winter Ridge.




  Crisscrossing the land are rivers celebrated in history and legend. The Columbia, which forms the northern border, was the river of exploration. Oregon Trail immigrants farmed the rich lands along the Willamette and made it the river of settlement. Others, such as the Snake, Rogue, Umpqua, and Deschutes, have acquired reputations for their breathtaking scenery, fishing, and whitewater rafting.




  The land and water provide habitats for a vast array of wildlife. Forests and mountains are home to deer, elk, bears, cougars, and raccoons. Beavers and otters inhabit riverbanks, and along marshes and the shore you’ll see thousands of ducks and geese, plus great blue herons, several species of cranes, woodpeckers, and bald and golden eagles. Forests of Douglas fir, ponderosa, and lodgepole pine blanket mountain ranges and tower over oaks, alders, and vine and big-leaf maples. Myrtlewoods stand in clusters near the coastline. In the Columbia River Gorge, the Kalmiopsis Wilderness, and southern Oregon’s Table Rocks are plants that grow only in these protected spots.
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  Oregon’s shoreline was explored by Sir Francis Drake, Captain James Cook, and other seafarers. Lewis and Clark, trappers, and mountain men followed the Columbia River to the sea. In the 1840s pioneers by the thousands endured the hardships of the Oregon Trail to claim the rich lands of the Willamette Valley. They were followed by miners, merchants, ranchers, and timber men. Their legacy lives on in tales of lost gold mines and lost wagon trains and in sprawling ranches, historic districts, towns, and cities.




  Scenic Driving Oregon invites you to explore Oregon’s magnificent scenery. The 45 drives take you from the rockbound coast to the high desert, into the Columbia River Gorge, through rugged canyons, and to mountain lakes. The drives cover the Oregon coast from the Washington to California borders. You can discover the Columbia River Gorge on a historic highway that is considered an engineering masterpiece, travel by several waterfalls, or see views from the gorge’s rim.
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  Several drives cross portions of the Oregon Trail. Others take you to gold rush towns, museums, and historic sites. You can also select drives into the high Cascades, through lava beds, around mountain peaks, by wildlife refuges, and into national forests, parks, and monuments. En route you’ll find roadside waterfalls, cascading streams, scenic overlooks, botanical gardens, mountain lakes, and desert reservoirs.




  Along these drives you’ll find attractions for children, outstanding campgrounds, fishing streams, and spots for sailboarding, hang gliding, and whale watching. With Scenic Driving Oregon, you can take a romantic stroll on a black sand beach by a chalky white cliff or watch blazing sunsets and winter storms in the shadow of a historic lighthouse. Other drives will guide you to trailheads leading into the Three Sisters Wilderness, to the rim of Crater Lake, inside Newberry Crater, and to the beautiful headwaters of the Metolius River. If you’re adventurous, you can take a jet boat ride on the Wild and Scenic Rogue River or ride a cliff-hugging dirt road into the heart of Hells Canyon to the rim of the deepest gorge in the continental US.




  
[image: The depth of 1,932 feet and the clarity of its water create Crater Lake’s sapphire blue color.]





  Most of these drives were created by local chambers of commerce and regional tourism divisions. With two exceptions, all are paved: The Bandon-Powers-Gold Beach Loop contains approximately 10 miles of gravel and is normally passable with a family car; the 24 miles from Imnaha to Hat Point is often rough and should not be attempted with a low-clearance vehicle. Since unpaved surfaces change with the season and some paved roads are closed in winter, check road conditions before you depart for these areas.




  While Scenic Driving Oregon provides a comprehensive introduction to the state’s scenery, it is by no means all-inclusive. To cover all of Oregon’s scenic roads would fill another book.




  The drives included here range from 5 to 325 miles in length. Some are perfect for an afternoon getaway or a weekend side trip, or you may wish to include several as part of an extended vacation. Regardless of which drives you select, you’ll find them a rewarding experience.




  
[image: Rocky south coast shoreline offers fascinating sea life in tide pools, along with foaming surf, crashing waves, and interesting geologic formations.]





  How to Use this Book




  




  Scenic Driving Oregon describes 45 highway and back-road drives throughout the state. Each drive description is complemented with a map showing the route, campgrounds, special features such as historic sites, recreation areas, connecting roads, and nearby towns.




  The descriptions are divided into the following categories.




  General Description provides a quick summary of the length, location, and scenic features of the route.




  Special Attractions are prominent, interesting activities and features found along the route. Additional attractions are included in the description. Some activities, such as fishing and hunting, require permits or licenses that must be obtained locally.




  Location gives the area of the state in which the route is located.




  Drive Route Number includes the specific highway names and numbers on which the drive travels.




  Travel Season notes whether the specific route is open all year or closed seasonally. Some highways are closed to automobiles in winter due to snow but are open for snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, and snowmobiling. Opening and closing dates are approximate and subject to regional weather variations. Always check local conditions.




  Camping includes listings of all state park, state forest, national forest, national park, and Bureau of Land Management campgrounds along the route.




  Services list communities with at least a restaurant, groceries, lodging, phone, and gasoline.




  Nearby Attractions are major attractions or activities found within 50 miles of the scenic drive.




  Appendix A: For More Information lists names and contact information of organizations that provide detailed information on the drive and its attractions.




  The Route provides detailed traveler information, along with interesting regional history, geology, and natural history. Attractions are presented in the order a traveler encounters them when driving the route in the described direction. If you travel the route from the opposite direction, simply refer to the end of the route descriptions first.
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  Northern Oregon Coast




  

    General Description: A 115-mile drive on a paved highway along the northern coast through resorts, picturesque oceanside communities, and forests.




    Special Attractions: Historic sites, spectacular scenery, outstanding seafood, Lewis and Clark National Historical Park, Seaside, Cannon Beach, Haystack Rock, 15 state parks and waysides, lighthouses, whale and storm watching in season, camping, fishing.




    Location: From Astoria to Lincoln City.




    Drive Route Number: US 101.




    Travel Season: All year. Frost and snow are rare. Winter mornings bring heavy fog.




    Camping: 5 state park campgrounds, 3 USDA Forest Service campgrounds, plus numerous private RV parks.




    Services: Full services are available at major cities along the route.




    Nearby Attractions: Washington’s Long Beach Peninsula, Lower Columbia River, Lewis and Clark National Wildlife Refuge, Camp 18 Logging Museum.




    For More Information: Astoria/Warrenton Area Chamber of Commerce, (503) 325-6311, (800) 875-6807, oldoregon.com; Seaside Visitors Bureau, (503) 738-3097, (888) 306-2376 (USA), seasideor.com; Cannon Beach Chamber of Commerce, (503) 436-2623, cannonbeach.org; Nehalem Bay Area Chamber of Commerce, (503) 368-5100, (877) 368-5100, nehalembaychamber.com; Rockaway Beach Chamber of Commerce, (503) 355-8108, (800) 331-5928 (USA), rockawaybeach.net; Tillamook Chamber of Commerce, (503) 842-7525, tillamookchamber.org; Lincoln City Visitor and Convention Bureau, (541) 996-1274, (800) 452-2151 (USA), lcchamber.com.


  




  The Route




  




  The 363 miles of US 101 from the Astoria Bridge to the Oregon-California border have been designated the Pacific Coast Scenic Byway by the US secretary of transportation. Because it contains multiple qualities that exist nowhere else and is considered a destination unto itself, it has also been designated an All-American Road. On the northern Oregon coast, US 101 starts as a joint highway with US 26 in downtown Astoria at the Megler-Astoria Bridge. This is also the departure point for visits to Lewis and Clark National Historical Park, which is spread in 12 sites along approximately 40 miles of southwest Washington’s Long Beach Peninsula and south along the northern Oregon shoreline to Ecola State Park. Washington sites include the Cape Disappointment State Park Interpretive Center, Fort Columbia State Park, Station Camp, and Dismal Nitch. Continuing south, US 101 is framed by forest on the east while offering intermittent views of coastline and small communities on the west. South of Seaside the highways divide as US 26 extends east to Portland. US 101 continues south, skirts Tillamook Head, weaves by Arch Cape and Cape Falcon, and curves along the shores of Nehalem and Tillamook Bays. After turning inland for 24 miles, it returns to the coast near Neskowin, then travels through forest on the final few miles to Lincoln City.
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  Allow more time than you think you’ll need; leisurely travel is virtually a necessity. The scenery is spectacular. Traffic is usually heavy, even on weekdays, and the narrow two-lane road has an abundance of curves.




  Travelers will find mild temperatures throughout the year. Summer days are usually in the 60- to 70-degree range. While winter days also reach into the 60s, sun is limited. December and January bring heavy rains and morning fog. The calmest weather usually comes in autumn.




  Astoria




  




  Astoria is the oldest American settlement west of the Rocky Mountains. Established in 1811 by John Jacob Astor as a fur trading post, it has evolved into a bustling seaport of 10,000 people. At Coxcomb Hill overlooking the city, coast, Columbia River, and mountains, the area’s history spirals around 128-foot-high Astoria Column in a pictorial frieze. You can see dozens of Victorian homes on residential drives and step into an 1890s parlor at the restored Flavel House, built by a sea captain and converted into a museum. The Columbia Maritime Museum, 6 blocks east of the bridge on US 30, interprets a rich seafaring history with ship models, fishing equipment, interactive exhibits, the bridge from a Fletcher-class destroyer, and the Lightship Columbia, which is a National Historic Landmark.




  Although the coast appears ageless, the section between the Columbia River and Tillamook Head is an infant in terms of geologic time. Astoria’s sandstone base was deposited about 20 million years ago. Sand dunes extended to near Tillamook head until the 1930s, when European bunch grass and shrubs were planted to halt their progress.




  Crossing Young’s Bay, 3 miles south of town, US 101 leads west to Warrenton, Fort Stevens State Park, and east to Fort Clatsop National Memorial. Warrenton is a center for deep-sea fishing and charter boats and also has moorage and other facilities for private crafts.




  Fort Stevens




  




  Clatsop Indians inhabited this area for thousands of years before befriending and trading with Lewis and Clark. Fort Stevens dates to the Civil War. It was the only fortification in the continental US fired on by the Japanese in World War II. The spot where the shells landed is marked near the access road. Restored Civil War earthworks, original World War II gun batteries, a memorial rose garden, a replica of a Clatsop Indian longhouse, and a museum can be toured. Near the shoreline parking area and campground, surf washes against the rusting ribs of the Peter Iredale—Oregon’s most visible shipwreck. From the campground, with its 174 full-hookup, 302 electrical, and 6 tent sites, and 11 deluxe cabins, you can explore the beach, hike to a small lake, and fish the surf.




  Lewis and Clark on the Coast




  




  Fort Clatsop is the historical park’s main Oregon visitor center. Children enjoy exploring a replica of the log fort that served as the 1805–1806 winter quarters for Lewis and Clark’s Corps of Discovery. A marked nature trail leads through a rain forest to a landing on the Lewis and Clark River, where several replicas of Indian canoes are displayed. A 6.5-mile Fort to Sea Trail begins here and ends at Sunset Beach, where the explorers hunted and gathered seafood.




  Seaside, at mile 17, has been a popular resort for more than 100 years. You can learn about Pacific Ocean sea life at a historic aquarium, see a replica of the salt cairn where Lewis and Clark’s expedition boiled sea water to make salt, and take a 2-mile stroll along its famous beachfront promenade.




  Ecola State Park, 4 miles south, marks the southernmost point explored by Lewis and Clark. There is a good chance of seeing deer roaming the grounds and sea lions and birds on offshore rookeries. The scenery can be enjoyed from 6 miles of sandy beaches surrounded by steep cliffs and offshore rocks and on trails through a forest and atop Tillamook Head. Hikers have a choice of several treks, including an 8-mile segment of the Oregon Coast Trail that is also part of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail. A 2-mile loop trail winds through large Sitka spruce en route to a hike-in camp situated on Indian Creek. A 1.5-mile hike to the beach is a favorite for birders and tide-pool exploration.




  As you approach Cannon Beach, watch for a replica of a ship’s cannon west of the highway. From the roadside you’ll also see Haystack Rock rising from the shore as a black bullet-shaped dome. At 235 feet, it is the world’s third-largest freestanding monolith, a protected bird sanctuary, and among the coast’s most photographed sites. The beach connecting the rock to the south part of town is often filled with kite flyers, sunbathers, beach tricycles, and sand castle builders.




  During the next 30 miles, US 101 passes nine parks and waysides, crosses four rivers, and meanders through five beachfront towns. You can view the spectacular rocks, headlands, and open beaches from atop roadside viewpoints or at park shorelines. Depending on the site, you can explore sea caves, search for agates, stroll a secluded beach, hike into forested mountains, launch your boat, or ride a horse. Anglers have a choice of casting into surf or stream from a jetty, beach, or boat. The rewards are usually superb catches of silver and chinook salmon, cutthroat trout, and steelhead. At low tide you also can gather clams and catch crabs. Several roadside villages feature an abundance of antiques and crafts shops, galleries, and restaurants.




  
[image: The Astoria-Megler Bridge stretches four miles across the Columbia River, connecting Oregon and Washington just to the east of the Columbia River bar. ALEX JORDAN]





  Continuing South




  




  Oswald West State Park is situated 4 miles south of Cannon Beach in a rain forest of massive spruce and cedar trees. In the park you can hike part of the Oregon Coast Trail and take a short walk to the tip of Cape Falcon.




  Continuing south, a series of jagged mountain peaks dominate the eastern horizon. Many are former volcanoes that erupted under the ocean. The most prominent, Neahkahnie Mountain, erupted about 20,000 years ago and may have been an offshore island.




  At Nehalem the route jogs inland around the secluded bay. Nehalem Bay State Park, on the south shore, caters to horseback riders and bikers with equestrian trails, camps, and corrals; a 1.5-mile bike trail; and a 60-site hiker/biker camp. Along with 265 electrical hookup sites, there is a meeting hall and a fly-in camp.




  Rockaway Beach, 10 miles south, stretches along the highway in a string of weathered but well-maintained hotels. It is a popular weekend retreat for those who wish to kick back and look out at vast expanses of waist-high beach grass, sandy shorelines, and arched offshore rocks.
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  Between Cannon Beach and Oswald West State Park is Arch Cape, a popular spot with surfers and beachgoers. ALEX JORDAN




  From Garibaldi, 5 miles south, the road skirts the eastern shore of Tillamook Bay and touches the western tip of the Tillamook State Forest. A huge cement smokestack serves as sole reminder of Garibaldi’s past as a bustling mill town. The Garibaldi Museum, across the highway by the smokestack, is devoted to Captain Robert Gray, who discovered the Columbia River and named it after his ship.




  Tillamook




  




  Cheese has made Tillamook world-famous. The Tillamook Creamery on US 101 was completely rebuilt in 2018 into a state-of-the-art visitor center that features historical exhibits, a gift shop, and a cafe. A full-scale replica of the commercial sailing ship Morning Star—the first chartered vessel in the Oregon Territory—is displayed at the creamery. Downtown the Pioneer Museum, housed in a former courthouse, is known for its natural history displays.




  At Tillamook you have a choice of either staying on US 101, which jogs inland for 24 miles before continuing along the ocean at Pacific City, or enjoying the magnificent scenery of the 38-mile Three Capes Scenic Loop through Capes Meares, Lookout, and Kiwanda. One state park campground with 38 hookups and 173 tent sites and 3 forest service campgrounds featuring 141 sites are situated along the loop.




  On US 101 you’ll pass a blimp hangar built during World War II. At 1,038 feet wide and 190 feet high, it is the world’s largest wooden structure and home of the Tillamook Air Museum, which displays over two dozen vintage aircraft from World Wars I and II and a Russian Mig from the Korean conflict. This section also provides access to Trask River salmon, steelhead, and trout fishing. Two short trails take you from the roadside to 266-foot-high Munson Falls, the highest falls in the Coast Range.




  A paved forest service road near the community of Hebo winds up the forested slopes and past a scenic lake to the summit of 3,154-foot Mount Hebo. The area is known for its outstanding views of forest and ocean, plus hiking, fishing, and nature study of rare silver-spot butterflies and wildflowers. You can also camp in 15 forest service sites in Hebo Lake Campground, which has toilets and drinking water.




  From Pacific City, US 101 crosses the small inlet of Nestucca Bay, then opens onto vistas of serene beaches and headlands as it continues through the family resort area of Neskowin. Near Neskowin you enter the western edge of the Siuslaw National Forest. Short roads branch from the highway to Cascade summit, Nature Conservancy, and Harts Cove Trail.




  
[image: Neahkahnie Mountain anchors the northern end of the beach at Manzanita, which is a popular destination for kite flying, beachcombing, and play. ALEX JORDAN]





  Cascade Head Experimental Forest, 1 mile south of Neskowin, is situated in a scenic rain forest. At 1,770 feet, Cascade Head is the coast’s highest headland. More than 230 bird and 56 mammal species have been sighted in the 10 square miles of Sitka spruce and cliff-top meadow.




  North of Lincoln City, US 101 intersects OR 18, which crosses the Coast Range to McMinnville, Newberg, and Salem. A short scenic side trip begins at East Devil’s Lake Road, skirts the 5-mile-long lake, and ends in Lincoln City. Devil’s Lake State Park offers fishing, boating, and picnicking. Twenty-eight full-hookup sites and 54 tent sites, plus a hiker/biker camp, are on a shoreline surrounded by thick pine forest.




  Lincoln City sits about a mile south of the 45th parallel, equidistant between the equator and the North Pole. Entering town, you’ll cross the D River. At less than 1 mile long, it is the world’s shortest river. Easy access to surf fishing, championship kite flying competitions, and a variety of antiques, crafts, and art galleries make Lincoln City a favorite vacation and weekend getaway destination all year.
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  Three Capes Scenic Loop




  

    General Description: A 38-mile signed drive on a paved highway along bays, wildlife refuges, and 3 scenic capes.




    Special Attractions: Historic sites, spectacular coastal scenery, 3 state parks, Sand Dunes Recreation Area, lighthouses, wildlife, Octopus Tree, Oregon Islands National Wildlife Refuge, Three Arch Rocks National Bird and Sea Lion Refuge, hang gliding, sailboarding, fishing, hiking, camping.




    Location: Oregon coast between Tillamook and Pacific City.




    Drive Route Name: Three Capes Scenic Loop Highway.




    Travel Season: All year. Winter storms can cause hazards from falling trees and blinding rain. If the day is foggy, delay your trip or you’ll miss the most spectacular scenery.




    Camping: 1 state park campground, 3 forest service campgrounds, plus several private RV parks.




    Services: Full services at Tillamook. Limited services at Oceanside, Netarts, Sandlake, and Pacific City.




    Nearby Attractions: Munson Creek Falls, Mount Hebo Recreation Area, Trask River, Oregon North Coast and Central Coast Scenic Drives, Depoe Bay, Newport.




    For More Information: Tillamook Chamber of Commerce, (503) 842-7525, tillamookchamber.org; Cape Lookout State Park, (503) 842-4981, (800) 551-6949, oregonstateparks.org.


  




  The Route




  




  The Three Capes Scenic Loop isn’t quite a loop anymore since a portion of Bay-shore Road closed indefinitely after a landslide in 2013, but all three of the capes in its name can still be reached in a lovely drive. The drive starts in downtown Tillamook at the junction of US 101 and Third Street. Following Three Capes Scenic Loop signs west, travel through Netarts and Oceanside and continue north on Cape Meares Loop Road through a mixed forest to the cape summit. Return to Oceanside, where the route curves around Netarts Bay and through old-growth forest to Cape Lookout. Taking Cape Lookout Road south through Sandlake’s dunes, it passes the entrance to the varicolored sandstone cliffs of Cape Kiwanda State Park, then finishes with ocean views as it passes through Pacific City.




  During summer travelers will enjoy balmy, pleasant days in the 60s and 70s. Although winter days also reach into the 60s, fog and rain often obscure the scenery. Most of the 100 inches of rain the area receives falls between November and March.
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Land of Many Waters




  




  The name Tillamook was derived from an Indian word meaning “land of many waters.” Several rivers meander through Tillamook County and empty into the ocean near the city. They offer good clamming, crabbing, and fishing. Bird watching, hunting, sailboarding, and hang gliding are also popular.




  Tillamook County Pioneer Museum, on Second Street 1 block east of US 101 and Third Street, occupies the former courthouse. It contains one of the state’s best exhibits of natural history. Gun collections, Native American artifacts, a stagecoach, a pioneer home, antique toys, and a full-size forest fire lookout station are also displayed.




  The cheese that has made the county world famous can be sampled at the Tillamook Creamery, 2 miles north on US 101. The creamery is marked out front by a full-size replica of the first chartered ship in the Oregon Territory.




  Leaving Tillamook, the route travels along US 131 west out of town past dairy farms and into a lush forest before emerging in the small town of Netarts. Continue north to dip through Oceanside, at nearly sea level, to climb a cliff once again offering peek-a-boo views of the ocean en route to Cape Meares State Park.




  Cape Meares




  




  Cape Meares State Park extends from the summit to the shoreline several hundred feet below. It includes 138 acres of old-growth Sitka spruce and western hemlock, sandy beaches, and vertical sea cliffs. The cliffs and forest provide nesting areas for tufted puffins, pelagic cormorants, and pigeon guillemots. The area is protected as Cape Meares National Wildlife Refuge. Both Cape Meares and Cape Lookout are composed of basalt from volcanoes that erupted about 15 million to 20 million years ago.




  You may see some of the wildlife on a short section of the Oregon Coast Hiking Trail that cuts through the woods near the parking lot and runs along the cliff’s edge. It also winds by the Octopus Tree, which is an easy 100-yard walk from the parking area. This giant Sitka spruce was once featured on Ripley’s Believe It or Not. The tree has a base circumference of about 50 feet.




  Six candelabra limbs about 12 feet around extend 30 feet horizontally from the main trunk and then turn upward. The candelabra branching and unusual size were formed by strong coastal winds and abundant rain. Hikes into the cool, moist rain forest are often rewarded with displays of sunlight filtered through fog.




  
[image: The Octopus Tree (depicted), a lighthouse, offshore islands, and ocean views are among the highlights at Cape Meares State Scenic Viewpoint.]





  Walk west from the parking lot on a paved path, and you’ll see the giant lens of Cape Meares Lighthouse seemingly suspended in space. The path extends to the base of the lighthouse on a ledge below. At 38 feet high it is the West Coast’s shortest lighthouse. Built in the 1880s, it is inactive but open to visitors from May to September. The one-ton hand-ground lens was manufactured in Paris, shipped around Cape Horn, and lowered onto the 200-foot cliff with a special hand-operated crane made of local spruce trees. Despite all the planning and preparations, a legend persisted for a number of years that the lighthouse had been built on the wrong cliff.




  Oregon Islands National Wildlife Refuge




  




  From the lighthouse cliff you have a spectacular view of the Pacific Ocean below: crashing waves, sheer cliffs, sandy beaches, and the offshore rocks and reefs of the Oregon Islands National Wildlife Refuge. The refuge is part of a network of 1,400 offshore promontories along 300 miles of the Oregon coast that provide breeding and resting areas for seabirds and marine mammals. Because the wildlife is easily disturbed, the refuge is closed to public use.




  
[image: The 38-foot tower of the Cape Meares Lighthouse is the shortest on the Oregon Coast.]





  A trail, protected by cyclone fencing, stays within inches of the cliff’s edge as it leads east from the lighthouse into the forest along a small lake and down to the shore lined with sea caves filled with driftwood. The lake attracts boaters and water-skiers. Surf anglers, sailboarders, picnickers, and agate hunters congregate on the shoreline.




  A few miles south of the park, the highway descends to superb near-sea-level scenery at Oceanside, which offers excellent beachcombing, hang gliding, and surf fishing. The coast’s largest concentration of tufted puffins gathers offshore on the Three Arch Rocks National Bird and Sea Lion Refuge. About 75,000 common murres, pigeon guillemots, storm petrels, cormorants, and gulls nest on virtually every available ledge. Look for sea lions on the lower rocks.




  About 3 miles south, the route winds around Netarts Bay, affording magnificent views of rugged black offshore rocks. Netarts, a prime clamming, crabbing, and surf-fishing area, provides ocean access with the only boat ramp along this section. The nearby Whiskey Creek Fish Hatchery is operated by a Tillamook anglers club to help maintain fish populations. Facilities, leased from Oregon State University, include a picnic area, hiking trails, and a viewing area where you can watch returning chum salmon.




  Cape Lookout




  




  From Netarts the highway traverses through 5 miles of mixed forest to Cape Lookout State Park, where rugged cliffs, sandy beaches, and unspoiled Netarts estuary come together. The 1,974-acre park, set in a coastal rain forest of Douglas fir, western hemlock, red alder, and Sitka spruce, serves swimmers, sand castle builders, and anglers who cast into the surf for perch and other bottom fish. More than 150 species of birds have been sighted, and thousands of California murres nest here. Seventeen miles of trails meander through the forest and along the shore. A brochure identifies plants and trees on the 2.5-mile Cape Trail, which takes you through the woodlands to the tip of the basaltic cape.




  Geologists have concluded that the cape is a remnant of several ancient lava flows. Some parts are solid rock and appear to have cooled on dry land. Other sections contain rounded or billowing rocks called pillow basalts, which were formed underwater.




  The promontory is pocked with small coves on its north flank, while the south face rises as a sheer precipice from the sea. From the tip you can see Tillamook Head 42 miles north and Cape Foulweather 39 miles south, with the Falcon, Meares, and Cascade Head Capes in between. Some of the 38 full-hookup and 173 tent sites offer beachfront views. Other facilities include a hiker/biker area, a group camp, 6 deluxe cabins with bathrooms, kitchens, and TV, and day-use and picnic grounds.




  Five miles south of Cape Lookout, the route enters a tip of the Siuslaw National Forest, then quickly leaves the tree-lined corridor. Dunes flank the highway, and sand drifts across the road. Dune buggy and all-terrain vehicle tracks crisscross the 5-square-mile Sand Dunes Recreation Area. You’re likely to see kites and hang gliders soaring above and brightly colored sailboards in Sand Lake and eight other recommended sailboarding sites. The lake is frequented by trout, salmon, and steelhead anglers. Near the beach, the East and West Camping Areas are open all year and contain a total of 140 sites. Sand Beach is near the highway and has 101 sites and a dump station; the campground closes in winter. The campgrounds are operated by the forest service.




  A few miles south, the Clay Myers State Natural Area at Whalen Island is bordered by the Sand Creek estuary and has over a mile of beach, acres of wooded uplands, grassland, and tidal marsh. You can see the estuary from a 1.5-mile Island Loop Trail while watching for possible sightings of otter, deer, and birds.




  
Cape Kiwanda




  




  The highway briefly turns inland and back to forest as it winds south to Cape Kiwanda. Photographers from around the world have been challenged to capture on film the brilliant red-and-yellow sandstone cliffs and spectacular wave action. Hang glider enthusiasts launch from the huge dunes, which extend from its eastern slope into the pine forest. On the south side, short trails lead around the summit and down to tide pools at the base of steep wave-washed cliffs. Like Cannon Beach, Cape Kiwanda has a Haystack Rock, which rises dramatically out of the surf a few hundred yards offshore. Without the rock to protect it from the pounding of the ocean, Cape Kiwanda’s soft cliffs would already have been ground into sand.




  Cape Kiwanda has been the local dory-launching site since the 1920s. It is the only spot on the Pacific coast where these picturesque fishing boats launch into the surf. The open-topped, double-ended boats can usually be seen on any calm day between Memorial Day and Labor Day, trolling for chinook and silver salmon or working the reefs around Haystack Rock for bottom fish. Cape Kiwanda’s waters and shorelines also yield clams and crabs.




  At Bob Straub Wayside, walk over the dune and see picturesque Nestucca Spit separating the bay from the ocean where the route reaches Pacific City. You can park in front of a sand dune. Some dory boats are available for charters. On one-day trips you may land chinook and silver salmon or ling cod, bass, red snapper, and other bottom fish. The town also offers good opportunities for whale watching, clamming, crabbing, sailboarding, and seeing wintering geese.




  A mile east of Pacific City, the route concludes as it reaches a junction with US 101.
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  Central Oregon Coast




  

    General Description: A 123-mile drive along the central Oregon coast shoreline and sand dunes, affording spectacular views from water level and ridgetops.




    Special Attractions: Depoe Bay, Cape Foulweather, lighthouses, Newport, Darlingtonia State Wayside, Sea Lion Caves, Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area.




    Location: Central Oregon coast between Lincoln City and Coos Bay.




    Drive Route Number: US 101.




    Travel Season: All year.




    Camping: 4 state park campgrounds with full hookups and 2 with electricity. 19 forest service campgrounds with fire pits, picnic tables, and either flush or vault toilets; some with water. Numerous private RV parks.




    Services: Full services at Lincoln City, Newport, Waldport, Florence, Reedsport, North Bend, and Coos Bay. Limited services at Depoe Bay, Yachats, Winchester Bay, and Gardiner.




    Nearby Attractions: Oregon North Coast and South Coast Scenic Drives, Three Capes Scenic Loop.




    For More Information: Lincoln City Visitor and Convention Bureau, (541) 996-1274, (800) 452-2151 (USA), oregoncoast.org; Depoe Bay Chamber of Commerce, (541) 765-2889, (877) 485-8348, depoebaychamber.org; Greater Newport Chamber of Commerce, (541) 265-8801, (800) 262-7844 (USA), newportchamber.org; Waldport Chamber of Commerce, (541) 563-2133, waldportchamber.com; Yachats Area Chamber of Commerce, (541) 547-3530, (800) 929-0477, yachats.org; Florence Area Chamber of Commerce, (541) 997-3128, florencechamber.com; North Bend Information Center, (541) 756-4613, northbendoregon.us/infocenter


  




  The Route




  




  US 101 stays close to the ocean on the 123 miles between Lincoln City and Coos Bay. It begins with water-level rocky coves and bays, then ascends Cape Foul-weather and descends to scenic beaches and thick brushy hills. South of Waldport it follows the base of hills, makes a steep ascent over Cape Perpetua, sweeps down to rugged shorelines, and runs through the heart of the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area.




  Weather is usually mild, with spring days in the 50s and summer days averaging 60 to 70 degrees. Though winter days can also reach the 60s, temperatures average in the low 50s. Fall is the most dependable season for calm, warm weather.




  At Lincoln City you’ll find 7 miles of beach, the greatest number of hotel rooms between San Francisco and Portland, and numerous shops specializing in coastal crafts and recreation equipment. D River Wayside, downtown, overlooks what was once listed by Guinness World Records as the world’s shortest river, less than a mile long. Scenic Devil’s Lake State Park, nearby, includes campgrounds with 28 full hookups and 55 tent sites.
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  Lincoln City is a center for glass-art lovers. With help from an experienced glass artist, you can blow your own glass floats at some studios. Others teach glass painting, fusing, mosaics, and other techniques and several boutiques and galleries display, sell, and specialize in unique glass products made at local studios.




  Siletz Bay, 7 miles south on US 101, contains high-yield crab beds and is known for its salmon and steelhead fishing. Gleneden Beach Wayside, on the bay’s south shore and across the highway from the deluxe Salishan Resort and golf course, is a convenient beach access. Fogarty Creek State Park, a mile farther, offers a sandy creek for wading, shorelines for ocean fishing, and a sheltered beach picnic area.




  At Boiler Bay Wayside, 3 miles south, you can see the rusting remains of a ship’s boiler that exploded in 1910. The bay is a designated marine garden and a good spot for watching migrating whales and winter storms.




  Depoe Bay




  




  You cross a classic concrete arched bridge at Depoe Bay, where the world’s smallest harbor encompasses six square acres and shelters a picturesque fishing and charter fleet. When waves rush through a crevice in the rocky basalt coastline, a spouting horn near the bridge produces spectacular geysers of seawater. Migrating whales are often sighted near the shoreline.




  Cape Foulweather




  




  For a short and exceptionally scenic side trip along Otter Crest, leave US 101 at Rocky Creek Wayside and continue to Cape Foulweather. The cape is a jumble of volcanic rocks, some of which erupted underwater and others on dry land. It emerged above sea level with the rising of the Coast Range island—around 20 million years ago. It was discovered and named by Captain James Cook in 1778.




  From the visitor center, 453 feet above the rocky shore, you have a commanding view of tiny hilltop villages and miles of coastline. With binoculars you may also see cormorants, sea lions, and other wildlife on offshore rocks and reefs. Devil’s Punchbowl State Park, on the loop, features a marine garden, a beach, and a rock formation where seawater boils and churns at high tide.




  
[image: Completed in 1893, the Heceta Head Lighthouse is one of the most photographed destinations on the Oregon Coast. ALEX JORDAN]





  The portion of US 101 that bypasses Otter Crest meanders through forested highlands to Beverly Beach State Park. The park has a sandy shoreline and marine fossils impregnated in rocks. A campground with 128 tent, 75 electrical, and 53 full-service hookups, plus primitive and group camps, is situated in a forest of Douglas fir overlooking the beach.




  About 5 miles south is Yaquina Head Lighthouse, built in 1873 and still operating. From its headland, which is the last remnant of a volcano, you can see a variety of shorebirds on the cliffs and rocks, and during migrations glimpse whales in the waters below.




  Newport




  




  At Newport, 4 miles south, US 101 passes a junction with US 20, which links the coast to Toledo, Philomath, Corvallis, and Albany. Wide shorelines have made Newport a year-round playground for surfers, scuba divers, anglers, and clam and Dungeness crab gatherers. Agate collectors comb beaches for the semiprecious stones uncovered by waves.




  Several attractions are situated on or near US 101 in Newport. Yaquina Bay State Recreation Area’s lighthouse, built in 1891, is Oregon’s last example of a combined keeper’s quarters and lighthouse tower. It exhibits 1800s furnishings, is open daily during the summer and Wed through Sun during the off-season. Old Town bayfront encompasses commercial and charter-fishing docks, an undersea garden, and a wax museum. South of the bay, the Mark O. Hatfield Marine Science Center showcases a variety of marine life and has special handling pools for children. At the Oregon Coast Aquarium next door, visitors can view sea life and demonstrations on the 29-acre site landscaped with native flora. The nearby South Beach State Park provides 227 electrical campsites and contains a variety of coastal plant species.




  Ona Beach State Park, 8 miles south of Newport, is a departure point for kayakers, canoeists, and birders who paddle upstream to the Beaver Creek Natural Area to spot bald eagles, blue and green herons, and various other birds. The seven miles between Ona Beach and Waldport offer access to sandy beaches, rocky shorelines, and fishing from trails at Seal Rock State Park and Driftwood Beach Wayside. North of Waldport, US 101 crosses Alsea Bay and a junction with Highway 34, which extends east through the coast range to Philomath.




  The bay and Waldport area are favorites of surf and freshwater anglers, as trout, salmon, and bay and razor clams are caught here. On the bay’s south end, exhibits at Alsea Bay Historic Interpretive Center depict the history of transportation and the coastal highway system. At Beachside State Recreation Site, 3 miles south of Waldport, 32 electrical and 42 tent sites, as well as a hiker/biker camp, are scattered along the shoreline.




  On the 35-mile section south to Florence, the highway cuts through some of the central coast’s best scenery. It enters the Siuslaw National Forest, passes 13 state parks and waysides and 5 forest service campgrounds with a total of 243 sites.




  Yachats




  




  The picturesque village of Yachats, 8 miles south of Waldport, sits on an ancient beach line and is a favorite weekend retreat, renowned for spring-summer smelt runs, beaches for rockhounding, and rocky promontories offering dramatic views of churning surf. The name is a Native American word meaning “at the foot of the mountain” and refers to nearby Cape Perpetua. Atop the 803-foot cape, also named by Captain Cook, you’ll find a visitor center and several trails. They lead through some of Oregon’s largest spruce trees to a 37-site forest service campground and Devil’s Churn, where tides rush through a shoreline channel, offering outstanding views of the rocky coastline.




  Neptune State Park is about a mile south of the cape and displays a forest of windswept trees. Elk often wander into Carl G. Washburne Memorial State Park, a few miles farther south, where 58 full hookup and 7 walk-in tent sites are situated close to tide pools.




  Sea Lion Caves




  




  Sea Lion Caves, a mile south, is one of the world’s largest sea caves and the only mainland home of the Stellar sea lion. For an admission, you can watch them sunning themselves on the rocky bluffs and take an elevator 208 feet down to their cavern, which is 12 stories high and as long as a football field. From the cavern’s natural window, you have an outstanding view of Heceta Head Lighthouse, sitting on a bluff across a forested bay.




  Darlingtonia State Wayside, 5 miles north of Florence, is named after a carnivorous plant. A 0.5-mile trail meanders through bogs of the insect-eating plants, which are also called cobra lilies.




  In north Florence US 101 junctions with OR 126, a two-lane highly scenic route to Eugene. A turn west at the junction takes you to the 1-mile Siletz River Estuary Scenic Drive and to the ocean beach or south to Florence’s Old Town waterfront. Its former factories and commercial businesses house many small arts and crafts shops and a variety of restaurants.




  
Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area




  




  Florence is the northern gateway to the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area, which stretches south 47 miles along the coast. The dunes were once sedimentary rock, which was eroded away by waves. Some are moving north from 6 to 18 feet per year, burying trees and filling small lakes that were created when the sand dammed small streambeds. About half of the 14,000 acres of dunes—some over 500 feet high—are open to off-road vehicles. While dune buggy driving, hiking, and horseback riding are popular, the area is also a favorite of sailboarders, flower lovers, anglers, and shellfish collectors. Cutthroat trout, salmon, and steelhead inhabit rivers; trout, bass, catfish, bluegill, and perch are found in local lakes.




  Jessie M. Honeyman Memorial State Park, 3 miles south of Florence, is known for its wild rhododendrons and magnificent white dunes that slope down to several freshwater lakes. Facilities include an outdoor theater, boat ramps, bath-houses, 47 full hookup, 121 electrical, and 187 tent sites.




  At Oregon Dunes Overlook, midway between Florence and Reedsport, your view encompasses miles of pine forest, dunes, and the ocean. For a closer look at the landscape, take the hiking trail through the wildlife habitats: forest, grassland, beach, marsh, and dunes. Seven forest service campgrounds provide 264 sites. Trails from the campgrounds meander through the dunes to beaches and scenic viewpoints and border small lakes that are open for fishing.




  Reedsport & Continuing South




  




  At Reedsport US 101 meets OR 38. It parallels the Umpqua River east to the historic community of Scottsburg, then joins I-5 near Drain. Dean Creek Elk Viewing Area, about 7 miles east of the junction, contains a resident herd of Roosevelt elk, which can be seen from the roadside. The Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area headquarters is located on US 101 in Reedsport and offers a 20-minute film on the dunes, plus information on various recreational opportunities including dune buggy rides, tours, hikes, beachcombing, camping, and fishing.




  Winchester Bay, 4 miles south, houses one of Oregon’s largest sport-fishing charter fleets at Salmon Harbor. The Umpqua and Smith Rivers, which form the bay, are reliable springtime bass fisheries. From mid-February through mid-May, operators also offer whale-watching trips.




  Umpqua Lighthouse State Park, near an operating lighthouse, has 20 full hookup and 24 tent sites by a forest, small lake, and sand dunes.




  Three forest service campgrounds south of the park offer 115 sites. William A. Tugman State Park, near Lakeside, contains 94 electrical sites, 16 yurts, and a hiker/biker camp.




  From Lakeside, on the shores of Ten Mile Lake, the route continues south through 6 miles of forest and dunes. Four forest service campgrounds at the southern dune area boundary provide 135 sites surrounded by sand dunes.




  The drive concludes by crossing Coos Bay over the McCullough Memorial Bridge and entering North Bend. At 5,305 feet long, it is the longest coastal bridge. Its distinctive architectural and decorative features include a 1,709-foot cantilever truss main span flanked by a series of 170- to 265-foot concrete arches.
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  Southern Oregon Coast




  

    General Description: A 115-mile drive along the southern Oregon coast, with its magnificent beaches and forested hills.




    Special Attractions: Bandon waterfront, Cape Blanco, Prehistoric Gardens, Battle Rock, Cape Sebastian, Rogue River, rugged coastline parks, storm and whale watching.




    Location: Southern Oregon coast between Coos Bay and the California border.




    Drive Route Number: US 101.




    Travel Season: All year. Winter storms are major attractions. January and March are prime months for watching migrating whales.




    Camping:4 state park campgrounds with full hookups and 2 with electricity, plus private RV parks.




    Services: Full services at Coos Bay, Bandon, Gold Beach, and Brookings. Limited services at Langlois, Port Orford, Wedderburn, and Pistol River.




    Nearby Attractions: Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area, Golden and Silver Falls State Park, Oregon Central Coast Scenic Drive, Charleston Harbor/Seven Devils Loop Drive, Bandon Scenic Ocean Views Drive, Bandon/Rogue River/Gold Beach Scenic Loop, California Redwoods, Smith River Scenic Byway.




    For More Information: Bay Area Chamber of Commerce, (541) 226-0868, (800) 824-8486 (USA), oregonsadventurecoast.com; Bandon Chamber of Commerce, (541) 347-9616, bandon.com; Greater Port Orford and North Curry Chamber of Commerce, (541) 332-8055, portorfordchamber.com; Gold Beach Visitors Center, (541) 247-7526, (800) 525-2334 (USA), visitgoldbeach.com; Brookings Harbor Chamber of Commerce, (541) 469-3181, (800) 535-9469, brookingsharborchamber.com.


  




  The Route




  




  South of Coos Bay, US 101 parallels Isthmus Slough for a few miles, then cuts southwest over wooded hills to Bandon. Traversing flat and rolling hills, it moves inland through thick forest, flanks mountains, and descends along magnificent shorelines to Gold Beach. Climbing Cape Sebastian’s western slopes, the scenery reaches its zenith in a series of state parks with spectacular views of deep ravines, offshore rocks, and inlets. The south coast is the heart of myrtlewood country. At roadside shops and factories, you can watch craftsmen shape the distinctive hardwood, carving out dishes, jewelry, and figurines.




  The south coast enjoys Oregon’s mildest climate. Near the California border, summerlike weather is common early in the year as winter days rise into the 60s and 70s. Summer temperatures can climb to over 80 degrees. Most of the annual 70 to 90 inches of rain falls between November and April. Frost and snow are rare. The mild weather produces Christmas camellias, flowering plums, and daffodils in January and magnolia, azalea, and rhododendron displays in late winter. Look for palm trees, eucalyptus, and towering redwoods near the California border.
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  Coos Bay




  




  Coos Bay is the world’s largest lumber shipping port and the largest natural harbor between San Francisco and Puget Sound. On or near US 101, you can visit the Coos Historical & Maritime Museum and the Marshfield Sun printing museum and tour a Coast Guard cutter at a roadside dock. Local industries offer tours of mills and myrtlewood factories.




  The 40-mile Charleston Harbor/Seven Devils Scenic Loop is accessible by traveling west from either North Bend or Coos Bay. It offers the superb coastal scenery of Sunset Bay, Shore Acres and Cape Arago State Parks, and the 4,400-acre South Slough Estuarine Sanctuary. Bastendorff Beach County Park features 74 water and electric and 25 tent campsites. Sunset Bay has 29 full-hookup, 34 electrical, and 66 tent sites.




  Toward Bandon




  




  Between Coos Bay and Bandon, US 101 meanders through a series of low hills, which were formed 40 million to 50 million years ago when sand and mud were deposited near the shore. They contain coal that was mined in the early 1900s. Although all traces of mining have virtually disappeared, coal seams still remain, possibly along with oil and natural gas. Five miles south of Coos Bay, US 101 intersects with OR 42, a scenic but slow route through Coquille, Myrtle Point, and Coast Range forests to I-5 near Roseburg. After 2 miles of angling southwest through the Coos County Forest on US 101, a turn west onto Seven Devils Road takes you to a sandy beach at Seven Devils Wayside.




  At Bullards Beach State Park, 4 miles south, photo and informational displays in the restored Coquille Lighthouse highlight coastal shipwrecks. The 1,266-acre park spreads over several miles of shoreline and impressive sand dunes and contains 104 full-hookup and 81 electrical campsites and a horse camp. A 1.5-mile hiking path and 7 miles of horse trails invite exploration of several expansive beaches and impressive sand dunes.




  Bandon-by-the-Sea




  




  Cheese, cranberries, and golf have brought fame to Bandon, which is also called Bandon-by-the-Sea. North of the city is Bandon Dunes Golf Resort, an international destination for golfers. Old Town, at the waterfront, is the departure point for boating and fishing and for the 5-mile Bandon Ocean Scenic Views Drive that heads west past the Coquille River Museum to spectacular natural rock pillars.




  Between Bandon and Port Orford, 26 miles south, you will travel inland by Ocean Spray’s cranberry bogs past dairy and sheep farms, over rolling plains, and through fir forests. The coast, seen in glimpses, lies 2 to 6 miles west. Diversified recreation includes a wild-game park where children can pet and feed some of its 400 exotic animals, sailboarding at Floras Lake, and quiet walks along secluded beaches at Paradise Point State Park. From July through October rare brown pelicans feed along the Elk River. The nearby Sixes River and the Elk are both productive trout, salmon, and steelhead streams.




  Cape Blanco Lighthouse & Port Orford




  




  At the community of Sixes, take a side road west to Cape Blanco Lighthouse and Hughes House. Built in 1898, the two-story, 11-room Victorian home was part of a 2,000-acre ranch. The 1878 lighthouse still operates and is the most west-erly lighthouse in the contiguous 48 states. From adjacent Cape Blanco State Park, you have sweeping views of rocks and beaches, a 7-mile horse trail, and 150 acres of open riding range. The campground has 53 electrical sites, 4 cabins, a horse camp, and a 3-mile trail winding down to chalky white cliffs and a black sand beach.




  At Port Orford, 4 miles south, you are in the nation’s westernmost incorporated city. In 1851 it became the south coast’s first settlement when a blockhouse was built to protect homesteaders from hostile Native Americans following a skirmish at the oceanfront monolith of Battle Rock. Today Battle Rock City Park is a short stroll from the highway and a picture-perfect setting for picnics, sunbathing, and swimming. Sweeping views of the southern coastline await visitors who walk to the top of the often-photographed rock.
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Completed in 1893, the Heceta Head Lighthouse is one of the most photographed
destinations on the Oregon Coast. ALEX JorRDAN
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Neahkahnie Mountain anchors the northern end of the beach at Manzanita, which is a
popular destination for kite flying, beachcombing, and play. Avix Jorpax
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The depth of 1,932 feet and the clarity of its water create Crater Lake’s sapphire blue color.
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Among the ships you can see at the Columbia River Maritime Museum are historic
craft on permanent display, sternwheeler sightseeing vessels, and a passing parade of
Columbia River traffic.
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The Astoria-Megler Bridge stretches four miles across the Columbia River, connecting
Oregon and Washington just to the east of the Columbia River bar. Avex Jorpax
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