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“A new class: polytoxicomane and health-conscious, multi-sexual, supracultural”


Airen – Strobo









“Thus the metropolitan type of man – which, of course, exists in a thousand individual variants – develops an organ protecting him against the threatening currents and discrepancies of his external environment which would uproot him. He reacts with his head instead of his heart. In this an increased awareness assumes the psychic prerogative. Metropolitan life, thus, underlies a heightened awareness and a predominance of intelligence in metropolitan man. The reaction to metropolitan phenomena is shifted to that organ which is least sensitive and quite remote from the depth of the personality. Intellectuality is thus seen to preserve subjective life against the overwhelming power of metropolitan life, and intellectuality branches out in many directions and is integrated with numerous discrete phenomena.”


Georg Simmel – The Metropolis and Mental Life









“The eyes have been used to signify a perverse capacity — honed to perfection in the history of science tied to militarism, capitalism, colonialism, and male supremacy — to distance the knowing subject from everybody and everything in the interests of unfettered power. The instruments of visualization in multi-nationalist, postmodernist culture have compounded these meanings of disembodiment. The visualizing technologies are without apparent limit. The eye of any ordinary primate like us can be endlessly enhanced by sonography systems, magnetic resonance imaging, artificial intelligence-linked graphic manipulation systems, scanning electron microscopes, computed tomography scanners, color-enhancement techniques, satellite surveillance systems, home and office video display terminals, cameras for every purpose from filming the mucous membrane lining the gut cavity of a marine worm living in the vent gases on a fault between continental plates to mapping a planetary hemisphere elsewhere in the solar system. Vision in this technological feast becomes unregulated gluttony; all seems not just mythically about the god trick of seeing everything from nowhere, but to have put the myth into ordinary practice. And like the god trick, this eye fucks the world to make techno-monsters”


Donna Haraway – Situated Knowledges: the Science Question in Feminism and the Privilege of Partial Perspective









“Our eyes fuck the world, and we’re out to fuck”


The authors









Sociology [[image: ]]:


blackmagical masculine form of clairvoyance / sorcery








AVANT-PROPOS


This work is an incomplete essai that tries to extract and describe some of the material structure of the inertia of expectation we have come to refer to as society. It is an attempt to figure out where we are heading in the development of twenty-first century living systems. As True urbanites, as Simmel suggests, we need to develop heightened senses and start mapping our urban surroundings, which have long lost their innocence for us in times of increasingly immersive feedback devices* rendering macro- and micro-manageable the mechanisms of social control. This is therefore a first attempt in the construction of a theoretical weapon, a low-fi-subjective tool which has been rendered transparent for all attempts of open-source theoretical engineering. Primarily built as a polemical cultural meme and cognitive device, it is also a call to arms for the re-appropriation of the city to all those conscious of their historical responsibility.


This essai must also be every decent sociologist’s methodological nightmare circumventing / short-circuiting all elaborate customs and rituals of remodeling sociology, according to twenty-first century “scientific” methods which we believe are rendering it the impotent and toothless adjunct of the pensée unique. We hold against this an analysis which is all subjective experience, a product of innumerable observations, directed by an assembly of overgrown obscured politico-theoretical background-software ignorantly pursuing the sex- and death-drive of cognitive mapping and pattern recognition.




* See for example the development of the Smart City
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CALL OF THE METROPOLIS


Berlin, Berlin, Berlin: the body may have already departed but a fraction of the mind always remains there. Flickering stroboscopic impressions of drug fueled, opulent weekend nightlife safaris garnished with chill-outs in the large Hegelian apartments of the Prussian aristocracy; a backdrop imagery of socialist fantasy and cold war magnetism.


With flashback images a powerful myth expands spore-like throughout capitals European and abroad, soon into the quiet desperation of globalistan’s hinterlands.


(“BERLIN”)


Subsequent influx of young creatives from all over, mass-exodus from the slow dread of rotting provinces and the machinist high-speed insanity of world capitals, destination TXL, SXF:


(They say:)


A 1980s New York / a dystopian dream-space melting pot / a virgin creative laboratory / a bunker-laced postindustrial wasteland waiting to be refurbished / a hybrid of liberal metropolis and free space for all alternative lifestyles and idiosyncrasies /


Berlin’s imaginary: young, fast and romantic, Wings of Desire. Condemned to becoming.


We may wonder whether there isn’t something truly contemporary about this appeal. How else could we explain those masses of young people seeking exile in reunited Germany’s born again capital? Is Berlin the model city for post-industrialism, post-socialism, post-nationalism? Although the iron cage of capitalist modernity is clearly perceptible here, it seems softer than elsewhere, not as brutal: As if a gentle cloak was slowing down the ravaging speed of capital and reuniting those wishing to resist the hyper-speed hubs of the new West. What is the meaning of this historical occurrence? We must delve deeper into the structure of this metropolis.
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